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VOLUME    THE    FIRST. 


CHAP.    r. 

MAY  MORE  PROPERLY  BE  CALLED 
AN  INTRODUCTION  TO  THE  EN- 
SUING HISTORY,  THAN  PART  OF 
IT. 

y*,      r*^,  EMMY  and  Jenny  Jef- 
<^  ^f  iamy  were  originally  de- 

^     J     ^'      fcencled    fn^m    two    male 
jr  X   branches  of  the  lame  fa- 

^i^'^'s^"  mily,  as  it  may  be  rea- 
fonably  fuppofed,  tliey 
both  being  of  the  fame  name,  and  hav- 
ing the  fame  efcutcheon;  but  to  trace 
how  far  the  relationftiip  between  them 
was  removed,  would  require  much 
time  and  trouble  in  examining  old  re- 
cords, memorandums,  and  church-re- 
gifters,  and  coll  more  than  the  acquifi- 
tion  would  be  worth,  as  it  could  not  be 
found  any  way  material  to  the  hiltory. 
It  (hall  therefore  fuffice  to  fay,  that 
Jemmy  was  the  only  fon  of  a  gentle- 
man of  a  competent  eftate,  and  Jenny 
fole  daughter  and  heirefs  of  a  weaUiiy 
merchant;  that  theirparentshad  always 
called  coufins,  had  lived  with  each 
other  in  the  moft  perfeft  friendftjip,  the 
tokens  of  which  each  feemed  equally 
defirous  (liould  continue  beyond  the 
grave;  and,  to  this  end,  refolved  on  a 
jnarriage  between  their  children,  pro- 


vided that,  when  they  arrived  at  years 
of  maturity,  neither  of  them  (hould 
have  any  objeiStion  to  fuchan  union. 

As  this  agreement  was  very  earlv 
made,  and  the  accompliftiment  of  it 
was  ferioufly  wifhed  for  by  both  par- 
ties, all  imaginable  care  was  taken  to 
excite  in  the  children  a  mutual  affec- 
tion for  each  other,  and  to  make  the 
nameof  Love  familiar  to  them  long  be- 
fore they  knew  what  was  meant  by  the 
word,  much  Icfs  could  have  any  notiou 
of  die  paffion;  depending  on  this  maxiai 
of  the  puet— 


c  £ 


'  Chil  Jren,  like  tendsr  ofiers,  take  th°  bow  ;      W-^' ' 
'  And,  as  they  firll  are  fdlh:on'd,   IliU  will 
'  grow.' 

Jemmy,  who  had  four  years  the  ad- 
vantage of  Jenny,  was  taught  to  call 
her  his  little  wife,  even  while  in  her 
cradle;  and  Jenny  no  fooner  began  to 
fpenk,  than  fhewas  made  to  fay  she  lov- 
ed htrhufoand  Jemmy  in  her  heart. 

As  their  years  increafed,  and  they 
became  capable  of  receiving  the.firft 
rudiments  of  education  befitting  their 
difF-^rent  fexes.  Jemmy  \vas  fent  to 
Eton,  and  Jenny  to  a  boarding-fchool 
at  a  fmall  village  not  far  from  London  : 
but,  to  atone  for  this  feparation,  they 
were  ia(5ru>fled,  by  thofc  who  had  the 
care  of  them,  to  write  little  epiRles  to 
A  a  eichi 
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each  other,  which  they  dilated  in  terms 
fuitable  to  their  age  and  innocence, 
and  ferved  to  keep  alive  that  fpirit  of 
afFe£lion  which  had  been  inculcated  in 
their  more  early  infancy.  When  the 
times  of  breaking-up  allowed  them  to 
return  to  their  friends,  tiiey  were  fel- 
dom  afunder;  tliey  partook  together 
all  thofe  diveifions  prepared  for  them 
by  their  indulgent  parents;  and  fome- 
times  Jemmy,  and  fometimes  Jenny, 
were  at  the  head  of  the  feait,  all  others 
being  but  their  invited  guefts*  Jemmy 
was  continually  piefenting  Jenny  with 
feme  curious  and  new-invented  toy; 
and  the  firft-fruits  of  Jenny's  handy- 
work  was  a  fine  embroidered  wailkout 
and  cap  for  Jemmy. 

By  this  means  it  became  a  kind  of 
fecond  nature  in  them  to  love  each 
other:  the  affeftion  they  began  in  in- 
fancy grew  up  with  their  yeais^  and 
if  what  they  felt  as  they  approached 
nearer  to  maturity  did  not  amount  to  a 
paiHon,  it  was,  at  leaft,  fomewhat  more 
than  is  ordinarily  found  between  a  bro- 
ther and  a  fifter. 

The  two  fathers,  however,  were  high- 
ly contented  with  the  effe<5l  their  endea- 
vours had  produced  in  the  hearts  of 
their  children ;  and  doubted  not  but, 
by  the  prudent  meafures  that  had  been 
taken  in  the  education  of  both,  they 
ihould  one  day  fee  them  make  very 
fliining  figures  in  the  ftate  of  marriage; 
which  they  refolved  fhould  be  delayed 
no  longer  than  till  Jemmy  had  arrived 
at  the  ageof  one-and-tvventy,  at  which 
time  Jenny  would  be  fome  months  paft 
feventeen. 

But  how  uncertain  is  life  !  How  fal- 
lible the  profpefts  it  prefents !  It  often 
happens  that,  when  they  feem  nioft 
near,  they  either  vanifh  of  themfelves, 
or  we  are  fuddenly  fnatched  from  them. 
'  The  father  of  Jenny,  though  a  man 
whofe  healthy  conftitution,  according 
to  all  appearance,  promifed  a  much 
longer  date,  died  in  an  apopleftick  fit; 
and  ftie  became  an  orphan  three  years 
before  the  time  prefixed  for  the  com- 
pletion of  her  marriage. 

This  fatal  accident  muft  necefTarily 
involve  the  tender  and  affectionate  heart 
of  this  young  girl  in  very  great  afflic- 
tion ;  but  it  was  lefs  fevcrely  felt,  aa 
fhe  had  always  been  bred  to  look  on 
the  father  of  Jemmy  as  a  fecond  parent 
toherfelfj  fhe  therefore  helitaied  not 


to  commit  the  large  fortune  fhe  vvaS 
left  mirtrefs  of  entirely  to  his  care,  and 
chofe  him  for  her  guardian,  according 
to  the  forms  of  law. 

Soon  after  her  father's  death,  finding 
file  had  attained  all  thofe  accomplifh- 
ments  that  could  be  taught  her  in  a 
boarding- (chool,  flie  removed  from 
thence;  and,  with  the  approbation  of 
her  guardian,  went  to  live  with  a  fa- 
mily where  (he  had  a  much  better  op- 
portunity of  feeing  the  world,  and 
knowing  how  to  conform  herfelf  to  the 
cuftoms  and  manners  of  ir,  than  ever 
file  could  have  done  by  the  precife  rule* 
obferved  in  the  place  flie  came  from. 

Jemmy  had  I'ome  time  before  left 
Eton,  and  was  gone  to  Oxford  in  order 
to  finifh  his  Ihidies ;  but  he  obtained 
leave  from  the  head  of  the  college  to 
make  frequent  vifits  to  London,  in- 
duced thereto  by  the  double  obligation 
of  teftifying  his  duty  to  his  father  and 
affetlion  to  his  millrefs.  To  thcfe  two 
motives,  a  third,  perhaps,  might  bo 
added,  equally  prevalent  with  either  of 
the  former;  that  of  partaking  the  piert- 
fures  of  the  town,  of  which  he  was  no 
lefs  fond  than  mod  others  of  his  fex 
and  age, 

He  was  but'jjuft  returned  to  the  uni- 
verfity,  from  whence  he  had  made  a 
pretty  long  excurfion,  when  he  was 
Aiddenly  recalled  to  London.  The  old 
gentleman  was  Ceizcd  with  a  pleuretick 
fever;  which,  notwithftanding  all  the 
remedies  proper  in  fuch  cafes  were  ap- 
plied, made  fb  Iwift  a  progrefs  towards 
his  heart,  as  threatened  an  immediate 
difTolution.  It  indeed  proved  (o ;  for 
though  Jemmy,  on  the  melancholy 
news,  took  horCe  the  fame  moment, 
and  rode  poll  to  town,  he  arrived  lint 
juft  time  enougli  to  fee  this  befl  of  fa- 
thers breathe  his  Jaft. 

The  pangs  of  death  were  on  tiim,  yet 
were  his  fenfcs  perfeft.  On  his  fon's 
approach,  a  gleam  of  fatisfa6lion  dif- 
fused itfelf  throughout  all  his  late  dif- 
ordered  features  :  he  colle6ted  all  the 
flrength  that  was  left  in  him  to  raife 
himfelf  a  little;  and,  taking  hold  of 
Jemmy's  hand,  and  joining  it  to  that 
of  Jenny's,  who  fat  weeping  by  the 
bed- fide — 'My  dear  children,'  faid  he, 

*  I  regret  the  lofs  of  life  for  notliing  fo 

*  much  as  becaufe  I  fhall  be  deprived 

*  of  feeing   that  happinefs    which,    I 

*  hope,  you  will  fuon  enjoy  together.' 

He 


J 
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He  woulJ  have  ad.ied  fomething;  more  j 
but  his  voice  forfook  him,  and  he  ex- 
pired that  inftant. 

Few  young  heirs  look  upon  anything 
as  a  real  matter  of  affli6>ion  which 
makes  them  matters  of  themfelves  and 
foitunes.  But  Jemmy  was  of  a  diffe- 
rent way  of  thinking  -.  he  had  a  grt-at 
'fliare  both  of  goodlVnfs  and  good- 
nature; and,  befuies  what  filial  duty 
demanded  from  him,  love  and  gfSti- 
tnne  for  ti)e  indulgences  with  which  he 
had  always  been  treated  by  his  father, 
made  him  lament  his  lofs  with  the  moft 
unfeigned  and  poignant  forrow. 

Jenny  was  alfo  very  dee]'ly  affe6ted 
at  this  event:  (lie  had  been  truly  fen- 
fible  of  the  value  (he  ought  to  fet  upon 
To  faithful  a  guardian,  and  (b  fincere  a 
friend  ;  and,  wiiiie  /he  ufed  her  endea- 
vours to  give  his  fon  fome  conrolation, 
ftood  in  almoli  equal  need  of  receiving 
it  herfelf. 

The  prudent  old  gentleman,  though 
perhaps  without  any  apprehenfions  of 
being  fo  near  his  end,  had  fome  months 
before  made  his  will  ;  by  which  it  ap- 
peared, on  examination,  that  he  had 
appointed  tsuftees  to  manage  both  for 
his  ion  and  intended  daughtex'-in-law, 
in  cafe  he  (hould  die  before  they  arrived 
at  the  age  of  afling  for  themfelves;  and 
alfo  that,  by  his  great  oeconomv,  he 
had  faved,  out  of  the  receipts  of  his 
elates,  feveral  confiderable  fums  of 
money,  which  he  had  placed  in  the 
puhlick  funds  ;  fo  that  jemmy  found 
himfelf  in  poirelTion  of  a  much  larger 
fortune  than  he  had  imagined,  or  iiad 
been  made  to  hope  for. 

Soon  after  the  melancholy  folemnity 
of  the  funeral  v^ns  over,  he  returned  to 
Oxford;  but  (laid  no  longer  there  than 
was  neceffary  to  take  a  decent  leave  of 
the  gentlemen  of  the  college,  and  other 
ftudents  with  v.'hom  he  had  con  traded 
the  moft  intimacy. 

But  none  of  his  friends  or  acquain- 
tance either  wondered  at  or  condemned 
the  hafte  he  made  to  quit  the  univerfity, 
not  doubting  but  the  fole  motive  of  his 
dtping  fo  was  the  laudable  afire£f ion  for 
the  lady  intended  to  be  hjs  future  bride. 


CHAP.     n. 

CONTAINS  THE  NARRATIVE  OF  A 
VERY  ODD  ADVENTURE,  BUT 
PERFECTLY  A-PROPOS,  THOUGH 


AT  PRESENT  IT  MAY  PERHAPS 
APPEAR  A  LITTLE  FOREIGtJ  TO 
THE   BUSINESS  IN   HAND. 

DURING  the  rtiort  time  that 
Jemmy  (laid  at  Oxford,  his  fair 
millrefs  took  it  into  her  head  to  make  a 
vifit  to  a  friend  in  the  country,  about 
fome  one  or  two  and  twenty  milts  dif- 
tant  from.  London  ;  where  (lie  had  re- 
ceived feveral  prelTing  invitations  to 
come,  but  had  been  hitherto  prevented 
from  complying  by  one  accident  or 
other. 

This  was  a  young  lady  for  whorti 
Jenny  had  as  great  a  regard  as  for  any 
one  of  her  female  acquaintance;  they 
had  received  part  of  their  education  to- 
gether: and  though  Sophia,  for  fo  (he 
was  called,  being  (bmewhat  older  thaa 
Jenny,  had  much  fooner  left  the  fchool, 
yet  their  intimacy  was  not  broken  ofF 
by  this  feparation;  and  they  continued 
to  fee  each  other  as  often  as  opportu- 
nitv  permitted.  But  the  brother  of 
Sophia,  who  was  a  batchelor,  haviiio- 
prevailed  with  his  filler  to  come  down, 
and  take  upon  her  the  management  of 
his  houfe,  had  now  occafioned  be- 
tween thefe  ladies  an  abfence  for  many 
montiis. 

It  is  not,  therefore,  to  be  doubted, 
but  that  Jenny  found  herfelf  verv  ftn- 
cerely  welcome.  Sophia  omitted  no- 
thing that  might  convince  her  that  (he 
was  fo  ;  and  as  nothing  more  truly  de- 
monllrates  the  cordiality  of  the  heart 
than  an  open  and-undifguifed  beha- 
viour, thefs  ladies  reciprocally  related 
to  each  other  all  the  little  accidents  that 
had  befallen  cither  of  them  (ince  la(t 
thev  parted. 

Among  other  things  that  Sophia 
communicated  toherfairgueft,  (he  told 
her  that  her  brother  was  about  mairy- 
•jng,  and  at  prefent  was  in  London  pro- 
fecuting  his  addrelles  for  that  purpofe 
to  a  young  lady  of  condition:  '  Which,' 
-faid  (lie,  '  if  he  fucceeds  in,  I  (hall  not 

*  long  be  refident  in  the  country,  as  he 

*  then  will  have  no  farther  occafion  for 

*  my  afliftance  ;  nor  (hould  1  chufe  to 

*  continue  in  the  houfe  with  a  fi(ler-in- 
'  law.' 

•  I  (incerely  ■wi(h  him -all  the  ha{)pi- 

*  nefs  he  can  hope  for,'  replied  Jenny, 

*  not  only  as   he  is  your  brother,  but 

*  for  his  own  fake  alfo  ;  (ince  I  believe 

*  there  are  few  men  who  deferve  more."* 
— '  We  are  both  extremely  obliged  to 

'  you. 


■  I J  i.  I  i^ 
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«  yovi,  tny  dear,'  returned  the  other  j 

*  but  I  fear ' 

She  was  going  on  with  fomething 
which,  it  is  likely,  would  have  let  Jenny 
into  the  quality  and  chaiafter  of  the  in- 
tended bride  ;  but  was  interrupted  by  a 
lervant,  who  came  haftily  into  the  room, 
and  told  her  that  his  mafter  was  juft 
alighted  at  the  gate  out  of  a  landau  and 
fix,  and  had  brought  a  vtry  fine  lady 
home  with  him. 

*  Blefs  me  !'  cried  Sophia,  in  a  great 
furprize,   *  the  thing  we  were  fpeak- 

*  ing  of  is  certainly  compleated  !  But, 

*  come,'  continued  fhe,  '  let  us  go 
«  down  to  receive  them,  and  be  ccn- 

*  vinced.' 

Ill  fpcaking  thefe  words  flie  took 
Jenny  by  the  hand,  in  order  to  do  as 
ihe  had  laid  ;  but  was  prevented  by  the 
light  of  her  brother  and  the  miitrefs  of 
his  afFeflions,  who  had  come  laughing 
tip,  and  were  already  on  jhe  top  of  the 
ftair-caie;  on  which  fhe  retired  fome 
paces  back,  to  give  them  room  to  en- 
ter. 

This  gentleman,  whom  I  (hall  dif- 
tingnifli  by  the  name  of  Rodophil,  im- 
inediately  prefented  Sophia  to  the  lady, 
faying — '  This,  Madam,  is  the  filter 
«  I  have  often  mentioned  to  you.'  They 
then  fnluted  each  other  with  agreatdeal 
of  politenefs,  while  he  paid  his  compli- 
ments to  jenny;  but  had  no  fooner 
done  fo,  than,  turning  to  Sophia — '  I 
'  am  come  a  little  unexpectedly  upon 

*  you,  fifter,'  faid  he;   *  but,  to  make 

*  amends,  have  brought  home  a  lady, 

*  who  will  be  fo  good   as  to  take  off 

*  your  hands  the  ti-ouble  of  managing 

*  my  family.' 

'  i  am  very  ready  to  refign  my  place,' 
replied  (he  with  a  fmilc,  '  to  one  who, 

*  I  doubt  not,  will  much  better  (it  it: 
«  but,  Sir,'  purfued  Ihe,  in  the  fame  gay 
air,  '  I  think  you  fliould  have  put  it  in 

*  my  power  to  have  given  you  the  laft 

*  cait  of  my  office  in  a  more  elegant 

*  manner  than  I   am  now  capable  of 

*  doing  in  this  fudden  furprize.' 

<  Nay,  as  to  that  matter,  child,'  cried 
the  lady  in  a  very  familiar,  and  indeed 
Somewhat  of  a  hoydenifli  tone,  '  you 

*  have  nothing  to  accufe  him  of  on  this 

*  account^  for  I  affure  you  neither  of 

*  us  thought  of  being  here  to-night, 
'  two   hours  before  we  fet   out  from 

*  London  :  but  I  know  not  how  it  hap. 

*  pened,  but  we  were  both  in  a  frolick- 

*  ibiiie  humour }  he  fwore  he  would 


*  have  me,  and  I  fwore  if  he  had,  he 

*  (liould  run  away  with  me  :  the  im- 

*  pudent  thing  took  me  at  my  word, 
'  fent  in  a  minute  for  a  landau  and  fix, 
'  thru(t   me   into   it,  and  hurried  mc 

*  away  without  any  farther  preparatioa 

*  than  juft  as  you  fee.* 

'  Then  the  ceremony  is  not  yet  per- 

*  formed,'  faid  Sophia.  '  No,' replied 
her  brother  ;  '  but  I  hope  to-morrow 
'  morning  will  put  a  final  end  to  my 
'  fufpehfe,  and  make  me  happy  in  my 

*  utmoft  wifhes. — What  fay  you,  Ala- 

*  dam,'  purfued  he  to  the  lady;  '  (hall 
'  it  not  be  fo?' — '  What  occalion  has 

*  the  man  to  afk  any  queltions?'  an- 
fwered  flie,  patting  him  on  the  cheek  j 
'  you  have  got  me  into  your  pofTefiion 
'  here,  and  muft  even  do  with  me  what 

*  you  will.* 

Soon  after  this  Sophia  withdrew,  to 
give  the  necelTary  orders  for  prepar- 
ing fupper;  which,  in  fpite  of  being 
taken  fo  unawares,  was  ferved  up  in  a 
maimer  that  fnewed  there  was  little  need 
of  the  apology  (lie  had  made  on  the  firft 
entrance  of  her  new  gueft. 

Notliing  was  wanting  to  compleat 
the  elegance  of  the  table,  but  a  little 
more  politenefs  of  behaviour  in  the  per- 
fon  for  whom  chiefly  fuch  care  had  been 
taken  in  furnirtiing  it :  but  though  (he 
was  the  daughter  of  a  nobleman,  and 
could  not  fail  of  having  had  an  educa- 
tion fuitable  to  her  birth;  yet  the  pride 
of  blood,  the  infolence  of  flattered  beau- 
ty, and  the  vanity  of  imagining  that 
ihe  could  do  nothing  unbecoming  in 
her,  made  her  a£l  and  talk  in  fo  aft'ecl- 
ed  and  fo  odd  a  manner,  as  greatly  de- 
faced all  the  charms  (he  had  received 
from  Nature. 

♦  You  are  very  ugly,  Rodophil,' 
would  (he  cry ;   '  I  wonder  what  it  is  I 

*  like  you  for  !'  then  rejoined  with  the 
fame  breath — '  Well,  you  are  a  dear 
«  bewitching  toad,  however!'  One  mo- 
ment (lie  would  pufli  him  from  her, 
fvvearing  (lie  hated  him;  the  next  pull 
him  towards  her,  protefting  he  could 
not  be  too  near.  Her  difcourfe  to  the 
ladies  was  alfo  of  the  fame  piece:  (he 
told  Sophia,  (he  had  a  pair  of  fine  eyes, 
but  did  not  look  as  if  (he  knew  (he  had 
any  fuch  things  in  her  head;  and  laugh- 
ed at  Jenny,  as  having  reafon  to  accufa 
Nature  for  not  having  endued  her  with 
the  talent  of  elocution. 

Jenny,  indeed,  fpoke  but  little  the 
\vhole  evening  }  but  as  her  filence  was 

occ^fioned 
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©ccafioned  by  the  other's  excefs  of  vo- 
lubility, the  ufual  vivacity  of  her  tem- 
per was  rouzed  by  this  reproach;  and 
Ihe  replied  v^'ith  (bme  rartnefs — '  Ma- 

*  dam,  if  Sophia  and  myfelf  were  half 

*  fo  confcious  as  your  laciylhip  feems 

*  to  be  of  having  every  thing  we  laid 

*  approved  of,  we  (hould  certainly  be 

*  ail  fpeakers,  and  no  hearers ;  and  con- 

*  fequently  this  ger.tleman  here  he  in 

*  danger  of  loling  one  of  his  fenCes,  if 

*  a  man  in  Jove  can  be  fiippofed  to  have 

*  any.' 

The  lady,  in  fpite  of  all  the  afTur- 
ance  (lie  was  poflcRcil  or,  could  not  avoid 
appearing  a  little  difconcerted  at  what 
Jenny  had  laid,  Rodophi!  perceiving 
it,  tho\ight  himfelf  obliged,  as  a  lover, 
to  take  up  the  word  ;  and,  turning  to 
Jenny — '  Madam,'  laid  he  to  her,  '  the 

*  man  who  has  the  honour  to  be  capa- 

*  ble  of  diltinguifhing  the  perfejlior.s 

*  of  that  lady  muft  certainly  be  luppof- 
«  ed  to  have  no  fenfes  for  any  thing  but 
«  her.' 

Jenny  made  no  other  feply  to  this, 
than  (he  doubted  not  but  his  pafficn 
was  worthy  of  the  object  th  it  inl'pired  it; 
and,  after  a  few  hours  paflcd  in  a  con- 
verfation  not  material  enough  to  be  re- 
peated, Sophia  conduced  the  millrefs 
of  her  brother  to  an  apartment  the  had 
caufed  to  be  got  ready  for  her;  and, 
through  refpeft  to  him,  waited  in  the 
room  till  fhe  had  feen  her  into  bed. 

Jennv  having  alwavs  been  a  fliarer 
with  Sophia  in  tiie  fame  bed,  when  they 
were  togetlier  at  the  boarding-fchool, 
would  not  hear  of  fleeping  apart  from 
her  during  the  time  Ihe  ftayed  in  the 
country ;  not  only  to  avoid  giving  any 
unneceflary  trouble  to  the  family,  but 
alfobecaufe  flie  was  willing  to  lofe  as 
little  of  her  company  as  poflible. 

Though  the  night  was  pretty  far  ad- 
vanced when  the  ladies  went  into  their 
chamber,  neither  of  them  had  the  power 
to  clofe  their  eyes  without  difcovering 
to  the  other  fome  part  of  their  lenti- 
menis  in  relation  to  the  intended  bride. 

That  a  young  maid  of  quality  llionld 
fuiFer  herfejf  to  be  condufted  in  lb  odd 
3  manner  by  a  gentleman  to  h!s  coun- 
try feat ;  and  that  die  (hould  behave  to- 
wards him  in  lb  affefted,  and  indeed  fo 
confident  a  manner,  in  the  prelence  of 
two  perfons  of  her  own  fex  whom  ihe 
hsd  never  feen  before;  had  fomething 
in  it  fo  new,  and  f«  ftrange  to  them. 


that  they  could  not  well  find  words  to 
exprefs  their  aftonilLment. 

'  It  muft  certainly  be  an  excefs  of 
love,'  faid  Jenny,  *  that  can  oblige  a 
man  of  Rodophil's  good  undeiftand-. 
ing  to  bear  with  fuch  extravagances 
in  the  woman  he  makes  choice  of  for 
a  wife.' 

'  As  for  love,""  replied  the  other,  '  I 
believe  lliat  is  quite  out  of  the  quef- 
tion  j  I  think  I  mav  be  prettv  poG- 
tive,  from  a  thoufand  circumllances, 
that  my  brother  is  neither  charmed 
with  the  beauties  of  her  perfon,  nor 
blind  to  the  follies  of  her  temper  j 
but  he  imagines  (how  rightly  I  can- 
not as  yet  take  upon  me  to  deter- 
mine) that  her  fortune,  her  birth,  and 
the  intereft  of  her  family,  will  com- 
penfatefor  all  other  deficiencies.' 
Wom.en,  for  the  moft  part,  are  but 
too  juftly  accufed  of  being  levere  on  the 
foibles  of  each  other  ;  and  fome  will 
have  it,  that  they  even  take  a  malicious 
pleafure  in  finding  fomething  to  con- 
demn. But  it  was  not  by  this  propen- 
fity  that  either  of  ihefe  ladies  was  imli- 
gated  :  the  one,  who  loved  her  brother 
extremely,  was  forry  and  alhamed  at 
having  obferved  fuch  errors  in  a  wo- 
man who  was  to  be  his  partner  for 
life ;  and  the  other,  more  through  good- 
nature than  the  contrary,  was  vexed 
when  any  opportunity  for  cenfure  pre- 
fented  itielf. 

RoJophil,  however,  full  of  the 
thoughts  of  being'a  bridegroom,  quit- 
ted h;s  bed  much  fooner  than  he  was 
accuftomed  to  do,  and  vi-ent  to  a  neigh- 
bouring clergyman,  who  having  li- 
cences always  ready  by  him,  got  one 
immediately  filled  up  with  the  two  par- 
ties names  ;  and  as  the  thing  was  to  be 
private,  promifed  to  bring  a  friend  with 
him.,  who  Ihould  oiSciate  in  giving  the 
lady's  hand. 

Sophia  alfo  rofe  very  early  that 
morning;  being  willing,  in  fpite  of  her 
dlllike  to  this  match,  to  do  it  all  the 
honour  in  her  power,  and  that  the  fliort- 
ncfs  of  the  time  would  admit  of. 

None  of  the  family  weie  fluggards 
on  this  occafion  ;  all  appeared  in  their 
feveral  ftaiions  alert  and  chearful  ; 
fprightlinefs  fat  on  every  face,  except 
that  of  the  intended  bride.  But  never 
was  there  fo  llranwe,  fo  fudden  a  tranf- 
fo;  mation  in  any  one  perlbn  :  (he  that 
had  the  evening  before  been  fo  wildly 
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gay  and  volatile,  even  te  a  ridiculous 
excefs,  was  now  become  quite  moped 
and  ftupid  )  twice  had  Sophia  been  in 
her  chamber  befora  (he  could  prevail 
<}n  her  to  leave  it  to  come  down  itairs ; 
and  when  Rodophil  accoli^ed  her  with 
the  uJual  faiutation  of  the.  morning, 
and  told  her  it  was  the  happieft  he  had 
ewer  feen,  ftje  made  no  anfwer,  nor 
fearce  vouchlafed  to  look  upon  him. 
.  On  the  fight  of  the  clergyman  and 
his  friend,  vvho  ca'me'  exaflly  at  tlie 
time  they  were  expelled  byRodoi^hil — 
*.  What  is  all  this  for?'  Vaid  fii'cXiid- 
denly  ;  '  Twill  not  be  married.' — «  Not 
«■  married,  Madam!'  cried  Rodcphil  ; 

*  you  aie  not  certainly  in  earneit.' — 

*  Indeed  but  I  am :     lb   pray  iet  the 

*  parfon  go  about  his  bufinefs^  for  he 

*  has  rone  with  me  at  this  time.' 

'  What  is  it  you  mean.  Madam?* 
demanded  Rodophil,  fo  much  con- 
founded that  he  could  fcarceuttcr  theJe 
Kw  words.  *  I  have  told  you/  an- 
Iwercd  ilie,  <  that  I  will  not  be  nurricd, 

*  at   leall  at  prefentj    therefore   fend 

*  away  the  man.' 

*  I  an)  forry,  Sir,'  faid  the  reverend 
divine,  '  that  you  did  not  take  care  to 

*  be  better  acquainted  with  the  lady's 

*  mind  before  you  gave  us  the  trouble 

*  of  waiting  on  you:'  and  with  thefe 
words  went  lialtily  but  of  tl>e  room,  fol- 
lowed by  the  gentleman  he  had  brought 
with  hini,eqiially  affronted  asfuiprized.. 

Rodophil  went  after  them,  to  make 
the  btft  apology  he  could  for  the  ca- 
price, as  he  then  imagined  it,  of  the  la- 
dy's humour.  Sophia  and  Jenny  were 
all  this  time  in  fuch  a  conlternation, 
that  they  could  only  look  fometimcs  on 
the  pcrfon  who  had  occaiioned  it,  and 
fometimes  on  each  other,  without  being 
able  to  fpeak  a  fuigle  fyllable. 

Rodophil  ittuined^  and, with  a  coun- 
tenance which  ttftified  the  refentmcnt 
of  his  heart — '  Madam,'  faid  he  to  the 
lady,  '  what  have  I  done  to  d^ferve  that 
yuu  Hiould  tieat  me  in  ihis  manner  ? 
What  motive  cov.ld  induce  you  to 
render  me  the  jtltof  the  wiiole  coun- 
try ? 

*  If  you  thought  me  unworthy  of 
the  honour  I  folicited,'  pnilucd  he, 
whti-forc  did  you  encourage  me  to 
hope  it  ?  Aifign  at  leali  fome  reaibn 
for  fo  ftrange  a  reverfe  in  your  beha- 
viour towards  me.'  1  hefe  queftioiis, 
anil  fcveral  others  to  t^^e  fame  purpol'c 
Leing  lepeateU  over  and  over,  flte  at  Ut  . 


replied,  that  (he  would  fatisfy  him,  but 
nobody  elfe. 

Sophia,  on  hearing  this,  (laj-ted  im- 
mediately from  her  feat,  crying — '  Oh, 
'  Madam  !  we  will  be  no  hindrance  to 
«  the  eclairciifement  my  brother  has  {o 
*  much  rig'.it  to  expe6t.'  In  (peaking 
this  flieleftthemtogether,taiiing  Jenny 
with  her. 

Her  curiofity  was,  however,  raifed  to 
a  pitch  too  high  not  to  inlpiie  iier  wiih 
an  eagernefs  to  he  one  of  the  full  at  the 
explanation  of  this  myfiery  :  it  piefent^ 
]y  came  into  her  head,  that  there  was  a 
clofet  whicli  opened  from  the  pafTaae, 
and  was  divnied  from  the  room  where 
Rodophi}  and  the  lady  weie  but  by  a 
thin  partiiicn  ;  and  guelTtng  her  friend's 
impatience  by  her  own,  thev  both  went 
together,  as  (bftly  as  po/Tible,  into  this 
little  recefs;  where,  putting  their  ears 
clofe  to  the  p:innel  of  the  wainfcot,  they 
could  eafily  diitinguifh  what  difcouife 
palfed  on  (he  other  fide. 

As  in  reaching  this  place  they  were 
obliged  to  take  a  circuit  through  a  gal- 
lery of  a  pretty  large  extent,  theyloft 
fome  part  of  what  had  been  faid,  but 
arrived  time  enough  to  he  witiieifes  of 
the  mam  point,  and  to  which  all  that 
had  palled  before  could  have  been  oaly 
the  prelude. 

*  I^.Iarried  !'  they  heard  Rodophil 
cry,  with  a  voice  lonorous  enough  to 
have  been  audible  at  a  much  greater 
diilance,  ♦  Death  and  Fuiies!  when, 
'  where,  to  whom  ?'— •'  You  have  no 

occanon,'  replied  the  lady,  *  to  put 
yourfelf  into  this  violent  agitation  j 
I  dare  fay  I  may  be  eafily  unniarried 
again.' 

'  Confufion!'  rejoined  Rodophilj 
what  trifling  is  here  !  Married,  and 
m.ay  be  eafily  unmarried  again!  For 
Heaven's  fake,  Madam,  explain  the 
meaning  of  all  this,  if  there  be  really 
any  meaning  in  what  you  fay}' 
'  Have  a  little  patience,'  replied  fiiej 
I  wilj  tell  )uu  every  thing.  You  inuil 
know,  that  Captain  La  Val  perfuad- 
ed  me  one  day  to  go  with  him  to 
May- Fair  Chapel,  where  a  man  in  a 
black  coat  rejd  fomethingover  to  us; 
it  was  the  marriage- ceremony,  I 
think:  for  my  part,  I  did  nothing 
but  laugh  all  the  time,  yet  the  crea- 
ture has  ever  fince  taken  it  into  his 
•ad  to  imagine  I  am  his  wife.' 

•  Very  likely,  indeed,'  faid  Rodophil 
fcornfully  :  •  and  what  followed?'— 
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*  Nay,  what  fignifies  what  followed  ?' 
cried  fhe:  '  the  bullnefs  is  to  get  this 

*  foolifh  marriage  diffolved  ;  which  I 
'  think  may  eafily  be  done,  efpecially 

*  £5  there  were  no  witneffes,  and  we 

*  now    heartily  hate   one   another.' — 

*  Were  thefe  always  your  fentiments?' 
demanded  Rodophil.  *  No,'  anfwer- 
ed  fliej  '  he  pretended  a  furious  paf- 

*  fion  for  me,  and  I  liked  him  wdl 

*  enough  ;  but  he  is  now  as  indifferent 

*  as  moft  other  iiufbands,  and  I  have 

*  never  been  able  to  endure  him  lince  I 

*  came   acquainted    wiih    you:   there- 

*  fore,  my  dear  Rodophil,  help  me  tO' 

*  get  quite  rid  of  him.' 

■*  As  how,  pray  ?'  faid  he.     *  Gh,  I 

*  have  contrived  the  rreans,'  anfwered 
file — '  you  muft  fend  him  a  challenge  5 

*  I  know   he  does  not  Jove   fighting, 

*  though  he  has  made  two  campaigns, 

*  and  I  believe  will  be  glad  to  relin- 

*  quifh   me  rather  than  come  to  tilt- 

*  work  :  but  if  he  fliould  venture,  yo« 
'  will  certainly  have  the  betterj    for  I 

*  am  told  he  does  not  underftand  the 

*  fword.' 

*  I  am  highly  obliged  to  you,  Ma- 

*  dam,'  replied  he,  with  the  extremeft 
difdainj'forthe  undertakingyou  would 

*  engage  me  in;  but  really  it  is  not  my 
'  humour  to  rifque  my  own  throat,  or 

*  attempt  cutting  that  of  another  man, 
'  in  the  hope  of  becoming  mafter  «f 
'  his  property  :  and  I  am  fo  far  from 
'  envyitTg  the  good  fortune  of  my  rival, 

*  that  I  wifh  him  ail  the  happinefs  a 

*  man  can  enjoy  with  a  lady  of  your 

*  confummate  virtue  and  difcretion.' 

*  Ungrateful   creature !'   cried    fjve, 
burfting  into  tears,  •  is  this  the  love 

*  you  have  profeffed  for  me,  or  a  re- 

*  compenfc  for  the  proofs  you  have  re- 

*  ceived  of  mine?' — '  Oh,  Madam,' 
replied  he,  ftill  more  contemptuoully, 

*  you  win  find  I  know  how  to  fet  a 

*  juft  value  on  fuch  love  as  yours;  the 

*  iandau  that  brought  us  is  not  yet  re- 

*  turned,  and  is  at  your  fervice,  to  ccm- 

*  du6t  you  to  your  huiband's  arms,  or 

*  wherever  ycm  think  proper.' 

On  this  fhe  called  him  Monfter,  Vil- 
lain, and  all  the  names  that  rage  and 
difappointment  could  fuggeft;  but  he, 
little  regarding  what  flie  faid,  rung  the 
bell  for  a  fervant,  and  ordered  the  lan- 
dau fhould  be  immediately  brought. 
Our  fair  eve-droppers  thought  this  a 
proper  cue  for  entrance,  and  came  forth 
tsfOR  t-heir  concealment :  '  Sifter,"  faid 


Rodophil,  *  I  leave  you  to  take  care  of 
'  this  lady,  whofeems  a  little  diforder- 
•  ed  ;  I  am  going  out.' 

Sophia,  after  her  brother  had  left  the 
room,  began  to  fay  fome  civil  things, 
in  order  to  moderate  the  diftraflion  (he 
appeared  in:  but  ftie  anfwered  not  a 
word  J  and  as  foon  as  the  landau  was 
at  the  gate,  flung  herfelf  into  it  with- 
out any  farther  ceremony.  But  what 
effeft  her  behaviour  had  on  the  minds 
of  thole  Ihe  left  behind,  the  reader  will 
prefently  difcover. 


CHAP.    iir. 

IS    OF   STILL    MORE    IMPORTANCB 
T-HAN  THE   FORMER. 

THOUGH  Rodophil,  as  Sophia 
had  told  Jenny,  was  not  poffeired 
of  any  real  paffion  for  this  capriciots 
lady,  and  had  beeninltigated  merely  by 
the  profpeft  of  advantage  to  make  hrs 
addreffes  to  her ;  yet  was  he  fo  -much 
chagrined  at  being  expofed,  by  her  folly, 
to  the  ridicule  of  the  neighbourhood, 
from  the  thought  it  could  not  be  kept 
a  fecret,  that  he  went  directly  to  the 
houfe  of  an  intimate  friend,  and  woulj 
not  be  prevailed  upon  to  return  to  his 
own  for  a  confiderable  time. 

As  for  the  two  young  ladies,  the 
con-feernation  they  were  in  at  what  they 
had  feen  and  heard,  is  not  to  be  defcrib- 
ed  :  nothing  but  the  conviction  of  their 
own  fenfes  could  have  made  either  of 
them  believ€  it  poffible,  that  a  perfon, 
fuch  as  had  juft  now  left  tlverjj,  could 
have  afted  in  the  manner  Ihe  had  done. 

The  difcourfe  they  had  together,  af- 
ter (he  was  gone,  wss  fuitable  to  the 
occafion  :  *  I  know,'  faid  Sophia,  '  that 

*  there  are  fome  men  who  have  fo  much 

*  vanity  and  affurance,  that  they  will 
'  take  no  denial,  nor  quit  their  preten- 

*  fions  without  fome  extraordinary  me- 

*  thod  be  taken  to  compel  them  to  it  ; 

*  but  I  can  affure  you  this  was  not  the 
'  cafe  with  my  brother,     I  have  very 

*  good  reafons  to  believe  (he  made  hintx 

*  the  fii  ft  advances;  and  am  certain 
'  that,  if  (he  did  cot,  Ihe  at  Icaft  higKly 
'  encouraged  his  addreftas. 

'  That  you  may  not  think,'  conti- 
nued  (he,  '  that  I  am  excited  to  fpealc 

*  in  this  manner  thrcugli  the  natural 

*  aifeilion  to  my  brother,  I  w;ll  (hew 

*  you  a  letter,  which  hs  happenin'j;  to 

Ji  *  drop^ 
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*  drop,  I  took  up,  and  never  returned; 
«  becaufe  I  was  unwilling  to  let  him 

♦  know  I  had  fecn  it.' 

In  fpeaking  thefe  words,  fhe  took  a 
paper  out  of  her  pocket,  and  put  it  in- 
to Jenny's  hands;  v/hich  the  younpj  lady 
haltily  opening,  found  the  conten:s  as 
folio  v/. 


TO 


**##***■• 


E3Qj 


*  T  Have  had  a  thoufand  lovers,  but 
-*■   '   never  found  one  fo  eafily  lepu!- 

^   fed  :   if  you   had  loved  me  with  half 

*  that  violent  palTion  you  pretended, 
f  you  would  have  rememhered  what  the 

*  poet  makes  Jupiter  fay  of  our  fex — 

"  I  gave  them  but  one  tongue  to  form  denials, 
f  Ajid  two  fine  eyco  to  yield  a  kind  compli- 
•      «fance.'* 

*  Mine  mud  have  been  very  unintcl- 

*  ligible,  indeed,  if  they  did  not  inform 

*  you  that  my  heart  was  far  from  being 

*  difpleafed  at  the  fine  tilings  you  faid 

*  to  me  :  were  yon  then  to  take  it  for 
f  granted  that  I  did  not  like  you,  be- 

*  caufe  I  told  you  fo,  and  gallop  im- 
^  mediately  outof  town,as  if  abfolute- 
^-ly   defpairing   ever   to   obtain    me? 

*  Faint-hearted  creature!  I  pity  your 

*  want  of  fpirit  ;  a   man   of  coui-age 

*  would  have  been   more  enfiamed  by 

*  refiftance,  and  never  have  given  over 

*  till  he  had  gained  his  point. 

'  I  know  tfiis  is  going  a  great  length, 

*  and  may  encourage  you  to  boldnefies 

*  which,  perhaps,  I  fl^ould  not  be  very 

*  ready  to  forgive  :  but  I  have  faid  it, 

*  and  do  not  think  it  worth  while  to 

*  fpoil    another    piece  of    paper   with 

*  writing  to  you  in  a  different  manner; 

*  fo  you  mull  put  what  con  ftru^l^ion  you 

*  pleafe  upon  words.     If  you  venture 

*  to  town   again   upon  the  receipt  of 

*  this,  it  is  poflTible  you  will  have  no 

*  reafon  to  repent  your  journey  5   but  I 

*  proniife  nothing  farther,  than  that  it 

*  depends  entirely  on  yourfelf  to  con- 

*  tinue  in  th?  good  graces  of 

*  P.  S.  I  have  made  an  appointment 
'  wiih  fome  ladies  to  go  to  Vaux- 

*  hall  the  day  after  to-morrow: 

*  tluy  will    hrive  all  their  pretty 

*  fellows  v/iih  them  ;   and,   if  you 
t  come  time  enough j  I  ftiould  chufe 


*  rather  that  you  fhould  fquire  me 
'  thither  than  any  other  man  of 
^  my  acquaintance.     Adieu  I* 

'  Upon  this  fummons,'  faid  Sophia, 

*  my  brother  went  diieclly  to  London  ; 
'  and  you  may  fuppofemet  with  no  un- 

*  kind    reception    from   the    lady,    by 

*  what  you  have  been  witnefs  of.' 

'  Yes,  my  dear,'  cried  Jenny,  *  I 
'  have  indeed  been    witnefs   of  much 

*  more  than  I  could  have  ever  imagined 
'  in  a  woman,  much  lefs  in  any  one 
'  who  pretends  to  the  lead  (hare  of  ho- 

*  nour  or  reputation.' 

This  adventure,  it  is  certain,  had 
made  a  very  extraordinaryimpreffion  on 
the  mind  of  that  young  beauty;  (ha 
had  a  lirong  diicernment,  and  an  un- 
common quicknefs  of  apprehenfion; 
flie  had  eafily  difcovered,  that  the  lady 
they  were  fpeaking  of,  though  vain  and 
nfFefted  to  an  excefs,  wanted  not  vyit, 
but  judgment;  and  that  the  errors  of 
her  conduct,  in  regard  to  La  Val  and 
Rodophil,  were  not  owing  fo  much  to 
her  folly,  as  to  the  inconftancy  of  her 
nature, 

*  Who  can  beafifured,'  faid  (lie  with- 
in herfclf,  *  till  experience  convinces 

*  them,  that  they  th^mfelves  may  not 
'  be  guilty  of  the  lame  irregularity  of 

*  humour,  though  their  prudence  and 

*  the  fears  of  cenfure  may  keep  them 

*  from  expofing  the  weaknefs  of  their 
'  refolution?  We  all  of  us  are  liable 
'  to  change  in  trifling  matters,  and  fre- 

*  quently  defpife  to-morrow  what  we 

*  liked  to-day:   I  fee  no  reafon,  there- 

*  fore,  that  we  have  to  depend  on  our 

*  own  hearts  in  things  of  the  greateft 
'  importance.' 

Jenny  could  not,  in  fplte  of  the  gaiety 
of  her  temper,  fo«bear  falling  into  little 
reveries  of  this  nature,  whenever  (he 
confidered  herfelf  as  entering  into  a  (late 
from  which  there  js  no  relief  but  the 
grave;  or,  what  to  a  woman  of  any  de- 
licacy is  yet  worfe,  a  divorcement. 

She  could  not  keep  herfelf  from  ut- 
tering fome  part  of  her  thoughts  on  thia 
fubjeft  to  Sophia.  '  Inconrtancy,"Ye- 
plied  (lie,  '  is  certainly    a   very   great 

*  weaknefs;  yet  what  (ecurity  can  be 

*  given  by  the  wifeft  of  us  all,  that  we 

*  never  (hall  be  guilty  of  it?    It  is  an 

*  involuntary  error;  the  effect  of  a  fud- 
<  den  objefl  that,  when  we  leaft  think 
f  ©fit,   rtrikes  upon  the  fenfes,  con- 
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founds  tlie  iinderftanding,  and  leads 
tl\e  inclination  aftray,  before  people 
well  knovr/  what  they  are  doing.' 

*  Since  It  is  fo,'  faid  Jenny,  *  and 
may  as  weil  happen  after  marriage  as 
before,  I  think,  it  is  beft  not  to  marry 
at  all,  as  theconl'equences  of  fuch  an 
accident  v/ould  be  ten  ible  indeed.'— 
Then  you  would  chide  to  avoid  a  cer- 
tain good,'  cried  Sophia,  laughing, 
rather  than  run  the  rifqne  of  falluig 
into  an  uncertain  evil  ?  But  I  do  not 
regard  what  you  fay  on  this  head:  we 
may  talk  as  we  will;  but  when  it 
comes  to  the  point,  we  ih.ill  do  juil 
as  nature  prompts.' 

Thus  did  the  odd  event  of  Rodo- 
phil's  courtfhip  furnift  out  both  ferious 
and  pieafant  matter  of  converfation  fur 
thefe  two  ladies  while  they  continued 
together:  b\it  Jenny,  who  had  not  in- 
tended her  vifit  Ihou'id  be  long,  took  her 
leave  on  the  third  day,  and  returned  to 
London;  where  a  fecond  difcovery  feil 
jn  her  way,  whicli  greatly  corroborated 
thole  fentiments  which  tlicfirli  had  be- 
gun to  infpire  her  with. 

There  are  few  milliners  of  more  re- 
putation in  their  way  among  the  beau 
moade  than  Mrs.  Frill.  Jenny  had 
been  her  cuftomerever  fince  (he  had  left 
her  boarding-fchool;  and  happening 
now  to  go  to  her  ftiop  for  fome  things 
(he  wanted,  found  her  behind  the  coun- 
ter very  bufy,  and  bulling  among  her 
fhelves  and  band-boxes j  a  thing  very 
extraordinary  with  hej-,  ss  flie  was  pretty 
far  advanced  in  years,  was  infirm,  and 
had  always  kept  an  extremely  adroit 
fhcp-maid,  who  was  ufed  to  take  the 
trouble  of  the  mcft  part  of  the  bufinefs 
off  her  hands. 

'  Blcfs  me!'  cried  Jenny,  'it  is  a 
kind  of  prodigy  to  fee  ycu  below 
ftairs,  efpecially  at  this  time  in  the 
morning.  Pray,  where  is  Mrs. 
Beckey,  that  you  are  obliged  to  fa- 
tigue yourfelf  in  this  manner  ?' 

*  Ah,  Mifs  Jc(ramy!'  replied  Qie, 
puffing  and  blowing  like  a  pair  of  bel- 
lows that  had  loft  it's  v/ind,  '  Beckey 

has  played  the  fool  with  herfelf;  flje 
has  left  me,  and  is  gone  into  keep- 
~&L. — '  I"f<'"^en''"S  ['^"cT'led  Jenny; 
I  (hould  never  have  fufpeiled  it:  I 
thought  Mrs.  Beck«y  had  been  de- 
fended by  the  plainnefs  of  her  per- 
Ibn,  as  well  as  by  her  virtue,  from 
all  attacks  6f  that  nature.  But  pray, 
who.is  the  man  ?'— '  I  was  of  yvur 


opinion,'  faid  Mrs.  Frill;  'but  Sir 
J —  ***  has  found  charms  in  her,  and 
fhe in  him ;  he  has  taken  fine  lodgings 
for  her,  and  they  are  alinoll  alwass 
together.' 
She  had  no  fooner  mentioned  the 
name  of  Sir  J —  ***,  than  Jenny  bui  ft 
into  excl.unations;  (he  knew  very  well 
that  he  had  loved,  to  the  molVroman- 
tick  height,  the  lady  vwho  was  now  his 
wife;  that  he  h.id  not  been  m.arried  to 
her  more  months  than  it  had  coil  him 
years  of  court(hip  to  obtain  her;  that 
flie  was  a  perfon  whofe  beauty,  accom- 
plilhments,  virtue,  and  good -nature^ 
tendered  her  every  way  delerving  of  all 
the  afl'eflion  he  iiad  profeffed  for  herj 
and  now  to  hear  he  had  fo  early  falfified 
liis  vov^s,  feemed  a  thing  fo  ftrange,  fo 
incredible,  that  ilie  could  fcarce  believe 
her  ears,  or  that  Mrs.  Frill  was  not 
miftaken  in  what  (lie  faid.  She  a(ked 
her  ever  and  over  if  fhe  was  fure  the 
thing  was  true,  and  defired  her  to  re- 
peat all  the  particulars  (he  knew  con- 
cerning this  furprizing  atfair;  to  which 
the  other  complied  in  thefe  terms. 

'  You  mult  knov/,  Madam,'  faid 
(he,  '  that  I  hud  a  very  curious  French 
capuchin;  never  was  there  a  greater 
beauty  of  it's  kind;  it  was  wrougiit 
by  a  nun  of  qualitv,  to  be  dii'pofedof 
for  the  beneht  of  the  poor:  I'carce  a 
flower  that  grows  but  was  reprefented 
in  their  proper  colours,  intermixed 
with  gold  and  filver.  I  (hewed  it  to 
fuch  of  my  cuflomers  as  I  thought 
mcft  likely  to  be  thepurchafers:  they 
all  admired  it,  but  did  not  care  to 
give  the  price,  though  nothing  was 
ever  fo  cheap;  for  I  aiked  no  more 
than  fifty  guineas;  but  the  truth  is, 
moft  of  them  had  loft  a  great  deal  of 
their  money  at  play;  and  vou  know. 
Madam,  that  makes  iil  for  us  trades- 
people. I  had  kept  it  above  a  week; 
and,  fearing  it  would  be  blowed 
upon,  propofed  a  raftie,  and  got  ten 
ladies  to  lubfcrlbe  five  gui-neas  a- 
piece;  but  when  the  day  came  ap- 
pointed to  decide  to  whofe  lot  the 
prize  (hould  fall,  one  of  them  lent 
me  word  (lie  had  changed  her  mind, 
and  could  not  come. 
'  This  a  little  vexed  me,'  continued 
(he;  '  but,  rather  than  lofe  ail,  I  was 
determined  to  make  up  the  deficiency 
myfelf,  when  luckily  this  very  Sir 
J — ***  ftepped  in.  As  he  was  a 
"^larried  man,  I  ventured  to  aik  him 
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*  if  he  would  not  try  his  fortune  for  a 

*  prefent  tohislady.  He  readily  agreed; 

*  and,  in  fine,  %von  it.    I  offered  to  fend 

*  it  home;  but  he  told  me  I  need  not 

*  give  myfclf  that  trouble,  for  his  man 

*  rtioiild  call  for  it  the  next  day,  which 

*  Beckey  told  me  he  did;  but  you  will 

*  find,  by  the  feq^el,  that  he  intended 

*  no  fuch  thing. 

*  About  a  week  after,  as  near  as  I 

*  can  remember,'  went  llie  on,  *  this 

*  audacioas  ysmng  huffey  pretended  to 

*  go  on  a  vifit  to  a  relation,  but  came 

*  not  home  the  whole  night,  which  very 

*  much  furprized  me;  and,  as  fhe  ne- 

*  ver  had  been  guilty  of  the  like  be- 

*  fore,    made  me   fear  Ibme  accident 

*  had  befallen  her;  but  the  next  morn- 
'  ing  I  received  a  letter  from  l;er,  wrhich 

*  I  will  read  ta  you. 

*'   TO  MRS.  FRILL. 
•*    MADAM, 

•'  T  Beg  your  pardon  for  quitting 
■*■  *'  your  fervice  in  fo  clandeftine  a 
**  manner;  but  I  had  an  offer  which  I 
•'  did  not  think  proper  to  refufe:  I 
*'  haveaquarter'swagesinyourhands; 
•*  and  that,  I  hope,  will  make  amends 
*'  for  my  going  without  warning. 
*'  Pray,  be  fo  good  to  fend  my  box  by 
«'  the  bearer.  I  am.  Madam,  your 
5'  humble  I'crvant  to  command, 

*'  Rebecca  Trip."' 


*  I  was  very  much  amazed,  as  yoa 
may  eafily  bel  ieve,'  refumed  (he, '  at  the 
impertinence  of  the  creature  in  writ- 
ing to  me  in  this  manner;  however, 
I  had  prefence  of  mind  enough  to  alk 
the  porter  from  whence  he  brought 
the  letter;  and  he  readily  told  me 
from  one  Madam  Trip,  in  South 
Audley  Street;  on  which  I  prefently 
guefled  her  fituation,  though  not  the 
perfon  who  had  oecaft^ned  this  change 
in  it. 

*  But  I  continued  not  long  in  fu- 
fpence,'  purfued  flie;  '  one  of  the  la- 
dies who  had  been  lb  unfortunate  to 
lofe  her  five  pieces  at  the  raffle,  tokl 
me   (he  had   met  her   in   the  Mall, 

*  dreffed  in  a  very  rich  brocade  (liort 

*  facque  and  petticoat,  and  that  very 

*  capuchin  Sir  J—  ***  had  won;  and! 
<  foon   after  heard,  by  one  who  is  ac- 

*  ijuainted  with   the  perfon  at  who^fe 


<  houfe  (he  lodges,  that  (he  pafies  thierw 
'  for  a  relation   of  that   gentleman's, 

*  and  that  he  vifits  her  every  day.' 
Mrs.  Frill  had  juft  finiHied  this  lit- 
tle narrative,  when  a  lady  came  into 
her  fliop;  after  the  ufual  compliment 
— '  I  have  been  Juft  giving,'  faid  Mrs. 
Frill  to  her,  '  this  young  lady   an  ac- 

*  count  of  the  change  of  Beckey's  cir- 
'  cunjllances;  and,  I  affiue  your  lady- 

*  iliip,  have  bad  much  ado  to  make  her 
'  believe  the  veracity  of  it.' — '  I  am 

*  fenfible,'  replied  Jenny,  '  that  things 

*  of  this  nature  too  frequently  happen; 

*  bat  I  confefs,  that  to  find  a  man,  who 

*  loved  to  that  degree  Sir  J —  ***  has 

*  done,  (hould  aft  in  fuch  a  manner,  is 

*  very  aftonifhing.' 

'  For  my  part,'  faid  the  lady,  '  I 

*  fee  nothing  aftonifhing  in  it,  except 

*  his  want  of  tafte;  for  as  to  iiis  keep- 

*  ing  amiftrefs,  it  could  not  beexpeft- 

*  ed  to  be  otherwife;  that  woman  is  a 

*  fool  who  thinks  to  keep  a  pretty  fsl- 
'  low  to  herfelf  in  a  town  like  this  :  it 

*  is  true,  his  wife  is  a  very  fine  wo- 

*  man;  but  he  has  had  her,  and  variety 
'  has  charms  for  us  all,' 

*  In  fome  things  it  may.   Madam,' 
anfwered  Jenny;  *  yet  I  cannot  help 

*  thinking  that  inconftancy,  either  in 

*  man  or  woman,  argues  a  very  weak 
'  mind.' — '  Lord,  Mifs,  you  talk  like 

*  one  that  knows  nothing  of  the  world,' 
cried  the  other;  *  I  have  been  married 

*  thefe  three  years,  and  am  wife  by  ex- 

*  perience;  it  is  not  in  nature  for  two 

*  perfons  always  to  be  pleafing  to  each 

*  other:  but  if  you  will  not  take  my 

*  word  for  it,  I  hope  you  will  believe 

*  Cowley,  who  was  certainly  as  great 
'  a  judge  of  love  as  even  Ovid  hint- 
«  felf. 

"  The  vrforU'.'i  a  fcsne  of  changes,  and  to  bs 

*'  Conftantin  nature  were  inconllancy; 

"  For  'twere  to  break  the  laws  herklf  has 

"  made; 
"  Our  fubftanccs  themfelves  do  fleet  and  fade: 
•*  The  moftfix'd  being  ftill  does  move  and  fly, 
"  Swift  as  the  wings  of  Time,  'tis  meafur'd 

"by, 
*'  To  imagine,  then,  that  love  fhould  never 

"  ccafe, 
"  (Love  is  but  the  ornament  of  thefe) 
<'  Were  quite  as  fcnCelefs  as  to  wonder  why 
*'  Beauty  and  colour  Hay  not  when  we  die.' 

Not  this  authority,  nor  all  the  ar- 
guments   the   lady  could  bring,  who 
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j»oflibiy  wss  herfelf  a  proof  of  what  (he 
urged,  could  make  Jenny  recede  from 
her  opinion,  or  give  up  the  point  :  the 
diTpute  between  them  continued  till 
other  company  comuig  in,  put  an  end 
to  it. 

Though,,  by  the  whole  deportment 
of  Jenny,  there  Teemed  to  be  but  little 
ftiare  of  earth  in  her  corapofition,  yet 
had  (he  her  fericas  moments  :  what  flie 
had  feen  at  the  houfe  of  Rodophil,  and 
been  told  of  at  Mrs,  Frill's,  came  often 
into  her  mind;  and  (he  began  to  fear, 
from  thefe  two  inftances,  that  incon- 
Ilancy  was  a  frailty  to  which  human 
jiature  was  but  too  liable  ;  and  the  re- 
flections (lie  made  upon  it  had  no  fmall 
influence  on  her  future  conduft  towards 
Jemmy  ;  to  whom  it  is  now  high  time 
we  (hould  return. 


CHAP.     IV. 

WILL  PROBABLY  OCCASION  VARI- 
OUS CONJECTUaES  ON  WHAT  IS 
TO   COME. 

A  Very  fmali  (hare  of  experience  and 
obfervation  may  ferve  to  inform 
tjs,  that  there  is  no  paflion  of  t}>e  fou4 
which  more  eafily  wears  off  than  th»t 
of  grief  for  the  death  of  friends;  and, 
indeed,  it  is  highly  reafonable  that  h 
feould  be  fo.  Religion  obliges  us  to 
a  perfeft  rellgnation  to  the  decrees  of 
Providence ;  philofophy  teaches  us  that 
it  is  weak,  and  unbecoming  the  dignity 
of  ouv  fpecies,  to  bewail  woes  which, 
in  their  very  nature,  are  iyvedeemable ; 
and  the  laws  of  fociety  forbid  us  to  in- 
dulge any  emotions  that  might  enervate 
our  abilities,  and  render  us  lefs  ufeful 
to  the  community. 

Whether  any  arguments,  drawn  from 
the  above  con uderations,  could  claim  a 
part  in  enabling  jemmy  to  recover  his 
former  vivacitv,  I  will  not  take  upon 
rie  to  determine ;  but  certain  it  is,  that, 
in  a  very  fiiort  time,  nothing  of  the 
mourner,  except  tl>€  habit,  was  to  be 
leen  about  him. 

It  would  have  been  fomewhat  ftrange. 
Indeed,  if  a  gentleman,  not  yet  quite 
one-and-twenty,  polTelTed  of  a  very 
plentiful  eftate,  and  maimer  of  accom- 
pliiliments  to  lecommend  him  to  the 
beft  company,  (liould  have  had  any 
leiiure  for  melancholy  refleflions  in  a 
town  like  London,  fo  abcsunding  with 


every  thing  that  can  cHtertain  and  raife 
pleafingfenfationsin  a  youthful  heart. 

In  the  miuft  of  all  the  various  amufe- 
ments  he  gave  into,  his  dear  Jenny, 
howcTer,  was  not  forgot ;  fcarce  a  day 
jvaflcd  over  without  his  vifrting  her 
once,  if  not  nwre,  in  fome  one  part  of 
it :  they  behaved  to  each  other  in  the 
fame  manner  they  had  always  bc-en  ac- 
cultomed  to  do ;  quite  open  and  free, 
without  the  leaft  breach  of  innocence 
or  modefty ;  kind,  without  any  mixture 
of  ditTimulation;  and  obliging^  witk- 
out  taking  any  pains  to  be  lo. 

Scarce  are  thereany  where  to  be  fot'nd 
two  perfons  whofe  difpafjtions  lb  ex-- 
aSiy  tallied:  both  of  them  were  gay 
and  volatile  almoil  to  an  excefs ;  botii 
loved  the  pleafures  of  the  town,  yet  ne- 
ver purfiied  llvem  fo  far  as  to  tranlgreis 
»he  bounds  of  ftricl  virtue  in  the  one, 
ror  honour  in  the  other.  Both  had 
an  affluence  of  wit,  and  a  great  talent 
for  ridicule;  and  both  had  too  much 
good-nature  and  generolitv  to  exteni 
that  propenfity  to  the  prejudice  of  any 
one  :  in  fliortj  they  were  what  the  poeX 
fays. — 

'  In  all  (b  much  alike,  each  heart 
*  Seem'd  but  the  other's  counter-part.' 

To  the  foregoing  chara(fier  ef  them 
might  alio  have  been  added,  that  nei^ 
ther  of  them  were  paiTelfcd  of  any  (bong 
palTions;  and,  though  thetiTet^ion  they 
had  for  each  other  was  truly  tender  and 
fincere,  yet  neither  of  them  felt  thoie 
impatiences,  thofe  anxieties,  thofetraiv- 
fporting  hopes,  thofe  diftraiSling  fears, 
thofe  caufelefs  jealou(ies,or  any  of  tliofe 
thoufand  reftiefs  fenfitions,  thatufually 
perplex  a  mind  devoted  to  an  amorous 
flame  :  they  were  happy  when  they  met, 
but  not  unealy  when  they  parted.  He 
was  not  in  the  leaft  alaimed  on  finding 
(he  was  frequently  vifiied  by  fome  of 
the  fineit  gentlemen  in  town;  nor  was 
(he  at  all  difconcerted  when  flie  was  told 
that  be  was  weil-recejvcd  by  ladies  af 
the  moil  diftinguifhed  ch.-craclers. 

I  am  well  aware  that  many  of  ray 
readers  will  be  apt  to  lay,  people  who 
could  think  and  aft  in  the  manner  I 
have  delcribed,  either  hr.d  no  charnas 
for  each  other,  or  feemed  incapable  of 
loving  at  all :  and  I  am  i-eady  to  coa- 
fefs  that,  according  to  the  received  no- 
tions of  love,  theie  was  a  feeming  ia- 
conllfteTiCy  in  this  coudu'^lj  and  it  bad 
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more  the  nppearance  of  a  cold  Indiffe. 
rence  than  the  warm  glow  of  mutual 
inclinations. 

Yet  that  they  did  love  each  other  is 
jnoft  certain,  as  will  hereafter  be  de- 
monftrated  by  proofs  much  more  un- 
qiieftionable  than  all  thofe  extrava- 
gances: thofe  raging  flights,  commonly 
looked  upon  as  infallible  tokens  of  the 
paflTion ;  but  which,  how  fierce  foever 
the  fires  they  fpring  from  may  burn  for 
a  while,  we  fee  frequently  extinguifh 
of  themfelves,  and  leave  nothing  but 
the  fmoke  behind. 

All  the  formalities  of  a  firft  and  fe- 
cond  mourning  for  the  dead  being  over, 
every  one  now  expefled  they  ihould 
icon  fee  the  completion  of  a  marriage 
they  knew  had  been  fo  long  intended  : 
Jemmy  alfo  had  foine  thoughts  of  it 
himfelf,  and  began  to  confider  on  fuch 
things  as  were  proper  to  be  done  pre- 
vious to  the  folemnity. 

On  looking  over  his  father's  papers, 
he  had  found  marriage-articles  between 
him  and  Jenny,  with  a  deed  of  fettle- 
ment  on  her  by  way  of  dower,  which 
the  old  gentleman  had  caufed  to  be 
drawn  up  fome  time  before  his  death : 
thefe  writings  he  now  put  into  his 
pocket,  and  carried  them  to  her,  in  or- 
der for  her  approbation. 

*  What  are  thefe?'  cried  ftie,  when  he 
prefented  her  with  the  packet.    '  They 

*  are  what  concerns  you  as  nearly  as 

*  myfelf,'    replied   he;    '  therefore  I 

*  would  have  you  examine  the  con- 

*  tents  at  fome  leifure  hour,  and  let  me 
«  know  if  you  think  there  is  any  thing 
«  in   them  that  requires  alteration  or 

•  amendment.' 

*  They  ought  to  be  things  of  great 

•  confequence,  indeed,  by  their 'bulk,' 
faid  ftie  fmiling,  and  beginning  to  un- 
fold the  parchment.  '  You  know,'  re- 
turned he,  with  tlie  fame  gay  air,  *  for 

•  what  we  are  defigned  by  both  our  fa- 

*  thers;   and  I  fuppofe  mine,  as  being 

•  your  guardian  alfo,  thought  himfelf 

♦  the  moft  proper  perfon  to  decide  the 

•  terms  on  which  we  fiiould  come  to- 

*  gether.' 

*  I  have  no  reafon,'  anfwered  flie, 
«  to  fufpefl  either  his  judice  or  good- 

•  will  towards  me:  however,  I  will 
«  take  the  firft  opportunity  of  feeing 

*  what  he  has  done  for  me  on  this 
«  fcore.'  In  fpeaking  thi3  (lie  locked 
the  writing  he  had  brought  in  an  ef- 
critoire  that  was  placed  juft  behind 


her;  then  turning  haftily  to  him— w 
But,  my  dear  Jemmy,'  continued  ftie, 
you  muft  know  I  have  promifed  fome 
company  to  go  to  Ranelagh;  and,  I 
believe,  ihey  are  already  beginning 
to  expect  me.'  —  '  It  happens  very 
luckily,'  faid  he;  '  for  there  are  three 
or  four  young  fellows  of  us  who  have 
promifed  to  give  fome  ladies  the  mu- 
fick  on  the  River  to-night ;  and  I 
could  not  have  ftaid  above  three  mi- 
nutes longer  with  you  ;  for  they  de- 
pend upon  me  to  fee  the  hands  all 
ready.  So,  my  dear  Jenny,  I  will  not 
detain  you.  Farewel  !' — <  Farewel, 
Jemmy!'  re]oined  fhe:  and  with  thefe 
words  both  ran  down  ftairs  together; 
he  went  into  one  chair,  and  ftie  into 
another,  to  fulfil  their  feveral  engage- 
ments. 

The  next  day  they  faw  each  other 
again,  as  ufual.  After  fome  little  chit- 
chat on  ordinary  affairs,  he  alked  her  if 
/he   had  found  time  to  look  over  the 
writings  he  had  brought  the  day  be- 
fore.    '  Yes,' anfwered  (he;  •  I  break- 
fafted    on    them    this    morning.'— 
Well,'    cried  he,  '  what  objeiSh'ons 
have  you  to  make  ?'— ■'  None  at  all,' 
eplied  (he;   'I  rather  think  your  fa- 
ther has  made  a  better  proviilon  for 
me  than  my  own  would  have  defired 
or  expefted.'  —  <  Then,    I  fuppofe, 
there  is  nothing  left  for  us  to  do,' 
aid  he,  '  but  fign  and  feal,  and  go  to- 
gether before  a  parfon  ?'  —  •  Some 
people  may  fayfo,'  replied  (he;  'but, 
for  my  part,  I  am  of  a  quite  different 
opinion;  and  think  there  is  a  great 
deal  for  us  both  to  do  before  we  come 
to  the  v;ords  — "  To  have  and  to 
hold." 

'  leafilycomprehend  what  you  would 
beat,'  refumed  he,  laughing:  *  nevir 
cloaths  for  ourfelves  and  fervants, 
Ibme  addition  to  the  equipage;  a 
more  fafliionable  chariot,  another  pair 
of  horfes ;    perhaps  '     *  Hold  ! 

hold!'  cried  (he,  interrupting  him  j 
I  have  no  fuch  (hiff  in  my  thoughts, 
I  do  affure  you  :  what  I  mean  is  in- 
finitely more  material  thin  all  you 
have  mentioned;  and  that  is,  the  be- 
ing certain  within  ourfelves  of  never 
repenting  the  engagements  v/e  are 
about  to  enter  into.' 
♦  Repenting!'  faid  he ;  'there  is  no 
danger  of  that,  I  believe  :  I  will  pro- 
mife  you  to  make  as  gootl  a  hulband 
as  I  can]  and  I  am  fuie  you  will 
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*  make  a  good  wife/ — *  That  is  all  as 

*  chance  directs,'  anfwered  (he  :  *  we 

*  may  think  perfeilly  well  at  one  time, 

*  and  aft  very  ill  at  another.     In  fine, 

*  my  dear  Jemmy,'  continued  fhe,  '  I 
^  think  we  ought  to  know  a  little  more 

*  of  the  world,  and  of  ourCelves,  before 

*  we  enter  into  ferious  matrimony.' 

'  Why, faith, Jenny,'  anfwered  he,  *  I 

*  cannot  help  faying  but  that  you  are  in 
'  the  right;    I  fhould  not  much   like, 

*  methlnks,  to  be  quite  io  foon  the  fa- 
'  ther  of  a  family.' — '  And  I  fliould 
^  hate  to  be  called  Mamma,'  rejoined 
ftie,  '  before  I  arrived  at  an  age  to  write 

*  myfelf  Woman.' 

*  I  wonder,'  purfued  fhe,  '  how  peo- 

*  pie  can  refolve  to  cut  themfelves  off 
'  from  all  the  pleafures  of  life,  juft  as 

*  they  are  beginning  to  have  a  relifli  for 

*  them.  How  (hould  I  regret  being 
'  confined  at  home  by  domeftick affairs, 

*  while  others  of  my  fex  and  age  were 

*  flaunting  in  the  Mall,  or  making  one 

*  at  the  rout  of  a  woman  of  quality? 

*  And  how  it  would  mortify  you  to 
^  hear  the  ladies  cry  difdainfuUy — r- 
f'  Jemmy  JefTamy  is  a  very  pretty  fel- 
•*  low  ;  but  he  is  married?"  and  then 

*  tofs  up  their  heads  j  and,  in  contempt 

*  of  you,  turn  the  doux  yeux  on  the 

*  next  man  in  company,  though,  per- 

*  haps,  he  happens  to  be  one  of  the  molt 

*  infignificant  fops  the  follies  of  the 

*  times  ever  fafhioned,  and  without  any 

*  one   merit  to  recommend   him,  but 

*  merely  his  having  no  wife  ?' 
Jenny,  who   had  always  fomewbat 

amiably  ftriking  in  her  eyes  and  tone  of 
voice,  appeared  at  this  inftant  fo  parti- 
cularly brilliant,  that  Jemmy  could  not 
forbear  catching  her  in  his  arms  with 
the  utmoft  rapture,  crying  at  the  fame 
time — '  I  fhall  little  regard  the  con- 

*  tempt  of  all  the  women  in  the  world, 
»  while  blefl:  with  the  kindnefs  of  my 

*  dear,  dear  Jenny.' 

*  And  I  think  too,'  replied  /lie,  re- 
turning his  embrace,  and  looking  on 
him  with  a  r/ioft  enchanting  foftnefs^ 

*  that  I  could  forego  all  other  joys  of 
f  life  for  thofe  of  my  dear  Jemmy's 

*  love  :   yet,  after  all,'  continued  (he, 

*  we  may  both  of  us  be  deceived  in  our 

*  own  hearts.     I  have  heard  the  wife 

*  fay,  that  nothing  is  fo  difficult  to  ac- 
f  quire  as  the  true  knowledge  of  our- 

*  felves  ;  and  who  can  tell  what  time 
?  and  accidents  may  produce?' 

Ji-Sre  Jemmy  was  beginiiing  to  make 


the  moft  fervent  proteftations,  that  it 
was  not  in  the  power  of  Fate  itfelf  to 
occafion  the  leaft  alteration  in  his  pre- 
fent  fentiments  on  her  account  ;  and 
Jenny  was  half  perfuaded,  by  what  (lie 
felt  in  her  own  breaft,  that  an  affeftion, 
grounded  and  habitual  as  theirs  had 
been,  was  incapable  of  varying  on  ei- 
ther fide  ;  fo  that  if  this  tender  conver- 
fation  had  continued  but  a  very  little 
longer,  it  is  highly  probable  they  had 
agreed  to  put  thefinifhing  ftroke  to  the 
work  their  parents  had  laboured  for,  by 
an  immediate  marriage. 

Of  this,  however,  there  can  be  no  po» 

iitive  affurance,  as  it  was  broke  off  bw 

•       •  •' 

iome  company  coming  in  ;  but  whtiher 

fortunately   or  unfortunately  for   the 

lovers  this  interruption  happened  in  fo 

critical  a  moment,  the  reader,  if  he  has 

patience  to  wait,  will,  in  the  fequel  of 

this  hiftory,  be  informed. 


CHAP.     V. 

IS      SOMEWHAT      MORE     EXPLIQIT 
THAN    THE    FORMER.. 

THE  perfons  who  had  furprifedotir 
lovers  in  the  midlt  of  the  molt  in- 
terefting  difcourfe  they  ever  yet  had  en- 
tertained each  other  with,  were  two 
young  ladies  of  Jenny's  intimate  ac- 
quaintance :  they  had  been  driven  out 
of  the  Park  by  a  fhower  of  rain,  and 
could  not  go  home  without  calling  on 
her,  to  communicate  fomething  which 
they  thought  would  be  equally  divert- 
ing to  her  as  it  had  been  to  themfelves. 
On  feeing  Jemmy  with  her — '  We 
'  havccatched  you  alone  together,' faid 
one  of  them  ;  '  and  it  is  happy  for  you 

*  that  you  have  been  fo,  as  nothing  but 
'  the  pleafure  of  each  other's  company 

*  could  have  atoned  for  what  you  iiave 

*  loft  by  not  being   in  the  Mall  to- 

<  night.' 

'  As   how,  pray  ?'    demanded    (lie. 

<  Lady  Fiflj,' refumed  the  other — 'Oh» 

*  fuch  fleering,  fuch  pointing,  fuch  at^ 

*  univerfal  titter,  as  foon  as  ever  ihe  an« 

*  peared  r— 'LadyFJfk!'  cried  Jemmy, 
interrupting  her :  *  I  am  afraid,  Ma- 
'  dam,  your  intelligence  is  ftale;  that 

*  lady  has  played  over  all  her  tricks 

*  long  ago^  and  can  do  nothing  new 
'  for  us  to  laugh  at.' 

*  You  are  quite  miftaken,  I  afTure 

*  you,'  anfweied  fhe.   *  She  has  now, 
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*  as  Colly  fays,  "  outdone  all  her  wfual 
*'  outdoings  i''  as  you  v/-!ll  be  obliged 
'  to  confers  when  yoo  have  heard  the 
«  ftory.' 

«  What-'.''  cried  he  ;   '  cnn  any  tiring 

*  ^o  beyond  her  adventure  in  Covent 

*  Garden  ;  where  (he  went  fn  men's 

*  ctoaths,  picked  up  a  woman  of  the 

*  town,  and  was  feverely  beaten  by  her 

*  on  the  difcovery  of  her  fex?' 

*  Or  what  happened  to  her  at  Bar- 
«  tholomew-Fair,'  i'aid  Jenny  ;  '  where 

*  beino-  a    little  too   pert   with    fome 

*  j'oung  apprentices,  who  had  attaci^ed 
«  her  as  a  lady  of  pleafure,  a  riot  en- 

*  fcied  ;  and  fne  was  glad  to  produce 
«  hei  feal  with  the  coat -of- arms  upon 
«  it,  and  a  letter  flje  had  received  that 
«  day  from  her  lord,  to  prevent  being 

*  lodged  that  night  in  the  watch-houfe, 

*  and  carried  before  the  fitting-alder- 

*  man  next  morning?' 

«  Neither  of  thefe  exploits,'  replied 
the  lady  that  had  fpoke  firft,  '  comes 
«  tip  to  what  we  have  to  tell  you,  or 

*  gave  her  half  the  mortification.     It 

*  would  be  the  firll  ftory  in  the  v.^rld, 

*  if  one  could  find  out  the  beginning; 

*  but  the  misfortune  is,  that  nothing 

*  but  the  cataftrophe  as  yet  is  come  to 
'  light.' 

«  It  is  but  half  a  ftory,  then,  at  beft,' 
faid  Jemmy,  laughing  ;  '  but  let  us  hear 

*  it,  however.'' — '  I   ftould  not  have 

*  kept  you  fo  long  in  fuipenfe,  my  dear, 

*  if  this  thing  here,'  cried  {he,  giving 
Jemmy  a  flap  on  the  tlioukier  with  her 
Jan,  *  had  not  interrupted  me.     You 

*  muft  know  that,  fome  night  laft  week, 

*  Lord  and  Lady  Fi/k  had  a  moft  ter- 
«  riblc  quarrel :    tliey    were   jiift  going 

*  into  bed  ;  ihe  was  undrefl'ed  all  but 
«  her  under- petticoat ;  what  Bie  faid  or 

*  did  to  provoke  him  to  fuch  wrath, 

*  Heaven  knows;  but  he   puflied  her 

*  out  of  the  chamber,  drove  her  down 

*  ftairs,    and   in  that  condition  turned 

*  her  into  the  ftreet,  charging  the  por- 
f  ter  not  to  open  the  <dcor  on  any  ac- 
f  count-' 

*  Never  was  the  pride  and  fplrit  of 

*  any  ladv  io  humbled  as  Jier's,'  con- 
slnued  this  talkative  lady  :  '  after  find- 

*  ing  that  knock-ing  and  calling  loud 

*  was  to  no  effect,  flie  coiidefcended  to 

*  pot  her  mouth  dofe  to  the  key  hole 

*  of  the  door,  and  ^efeech  the  porter, 

*  in  the  moft  fuhmifijve  terms,  tc  let 
■■*  her  in,  though  it  were  no  farther  than 
.*  the  hall  j  while  lur  ie:ncr£;lefs  lord 
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looked  through  the  window,  and  in- 
fulting  her  diftrefs,  told  her  it  was  a 
fine  night,  and  that  it  was  good  for 
her  ladyfhip's  health,  to  be  thus  at 
frefco. 
'  After  having  had  his  fill  of  laugh- 
ter at  the  miferable  pliglit   to  whicli 
(he  was  reduceJ,  he  conlented  to  hei: 
admittance:  (lie  was  no  fooner  with- 
in the  doors  than  (lie  flew  up  ftairs; 
the  difpute  l>etween  them  was  renew, 
ed  with  almoft  the  fame  vehemence  as 
before;  lie  loaded  her  with  a  thou- 
fand  foul  names;  (he,  in  return,  call- 
ed him  Toad,  Devil,  and  every  thing 
her  pafllon  could  fuggeft;  till,  having 
both  railed  tfeemfelves  out  of  breath, 
they  agreed  to  go  into  bed  together, 
in  order  to  finifti  the  quarrel, 
'But  now  comes  the  jeft,'  went  (he 
on.     '  How  long  a  time  do  you  think 
•  it  took  up  to  compofe  this  difference  ? 
'  Why,  no  lefs  than  three  whole  days 
and   nights   fucceflTivelyj  during  all 
which  (pace  the  chainber-door  was 
never  opened  but  to  take  in  fome  re- 
frefliinent,  which  was  placed  for  them 
in  tiie  next  room.    This  evening  was 
the  iirft  of  their  appearance  fiiice  their 
refurre^ion  from   the   fepulchre  of 
down;  my  lord  received  fuch  congra- 
tulations upon  it  as  made  him  glad  to 
quit  the  Park;  but  her  ladyfiiip,  hav- 
ing fomewhat  more  aflurance,  ftaid 
till  the   change   of  weather  obliged 
her,    as  well  as  ourfelves,   to  take 
(helter  in  our  chairs.' 
*  I    cannot    help    confefling,'    faid 
Jemmy,  '  but  that  there  is  fomewhat 
pretty  extraordinary   in   this  affair; 
and  alio  that  one  of  them  has  a  greater 
(hare  of  complaifance  than  I  fufpeft- 
ed;  fince  it  is  plain  that  whichever  of 
them  was  in  fault,  the  other  did  equal 
penance.' 
A  good  deal  of  pleafantry  paflTed  on 
this  adventure,  during  the  whole  time 
tke   ladies  ftaid,  which  was  not  very 
longi  they  had  here  opened  their  pac- 
quet,  and  were  upon  the  wing  to  cany 
it  to  thofe  other  of  their  acquaintance 
to   whom   they    thought   it    might  be 
eq-ually  new  and  agreeable. 

Tlve  ladies  had  no  fooner  taken  their 
Leave,  than  Jenny  began  to  animadvert, 
with  more  ftrength  of  reafon  than  could 
have  been  exjieile*.!  from  a  perfon  of 
her  years,  on  the  ridiculous  faft  they 
had  bten  relating.  '  You  hear,  Jem- 
«  a>y,'  faid  /he,  *  what  unaccouniable 

*  things 
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'  things  marHed  people  are  fometimes 
'  guilty  of:   inftead  of  living  together 

*  in    mutual  harmonyj  it  fcems,    me- 

*  thinks,  as  if  they  took  a  kind  of  piea- 

*  fure  in  making  each  other  wretched; 

*  and  fure  they   muPc  do   fo,    or  they 

*  would  not  thus  expofe  themfelves  to 

*  the  contempt  of  the  world,  and  be- 

*  come  the  jeft  even  of  their  own  fer- 

*  vant^,   who  muft  neceffarily  be  the 

*  firftwitneffes  of  their  folly.' 

'  We  ought  not,  however,'  replied 
lie,  *  to  lay  on  marriage  the  blame  of 
of  all  thofe  prepofterous  things  wa 
fee  a6^ed  in  that  ftate  by  perfons  we 
have  been  fpeaking  of;  becaufe,  long 
before  their  entrance  into  it,  both  of 
them  behaved  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to 
(hew  they  were  wholly  governed  by 
caprice,  and  not  by  that  farcical  paf- 
fion  wiiich  many  people  are  poffefied 
of  in  a  more  or  lefs  degree,  for  niak- 
ing  a  great  noife,  and  being  talked  of 
i'n  \he  world,  though  it  is  only  for 
foibles,  which  one  woulil  think  they 
fliould  rather  labour  to  conceal. 

*  But  I  muft  own,'  continiied  he, 
that  I  have  fometimes  been  very  much 
furprized  at  the  little  concord  I  have 
oblerved  between  perfons  whofe prin- 
ciples, humours,  and  behaviour,  in 
general,  w-ould  make  one  imagine 
therri  equally  qualified  to  give  each 
other  perfect  happincfs.' 

'  What  you  fav  is  extremely  Juft,' 
cried  Jenny ;  '  and  I  have  often  had  oc- 
cafion  to  make  the  fame  refleftionsj 
it  follows,  then,  that  every  one,  be- 
foi*e  they  engage  in  marriage,  fhould 
be  well  verfed  in  all  thofe  things, 
whatever  they  are,  which  conftitute 
the  happinefs  of  it :  this  town  is  an 
ample  fchool,  and  both  of  us  have  ac- 
quaintanceenough  in  it  to  learn,  from 
themiftakes  of  others,  how  to  regulate 
our  own  conduct  and  paflions,  fo  as 
not  to  be  laughed  at  ourfelves  for 
wha'f  wfc  laugh  at  in  them.' 

*  Spoke  like  a  philofophorefs,'   re- 
oined    Jemmy:    *  and,    upon   fecond 

thoughts,  I  agree  with  you,  that  as 

every  thing  is  ready  for  us,  and  we 

can  marry  when  we  will,   it  will  be 

beft  for  us   both   to  ftay  till  we  have 

got  fome  farther  lights  into  the  myfte- 

rious  duties  of  the  conjugal  union.' 

Jenny,  who  as  yet  had  not  the  leaft 

inclination  toenter  into  the  fcrious  road 

of  matrimony,  and  would  have  been 

equally  loth  to  have  appeared  too  refrac- 


tory, if  he  had  infifted  on  the  perform- 
ance of  the  covenant  made  between  their 
fathers,  was  quite  tranfported  to  find 
his  fentiments  Co  conformable  to  her 
own  on  this  head;  but  forbore  teftify. 
ing  all  thefitisfadtion  (he  felt,  for  fear 
of  making  him  call  in  queftion  the  fm- 
cerity  of  heraffVfllon  for  him. 

She  only  told  him,  that  Hie  was  cer- 
tain it  would  be  for  their  mutual  inte- 
reft  to  do  as  he  had  mentioned;  ca 
which  hepurfued  his  difcourfe  in  thcfe 
terms. 

•  But,  my  dear  Jenny,'  faid  he,  '  as 

*  learning  will  not  come  of  itfelf,  and 
'  we  (hould  be  equally  perfect  in  the 
'  different  parts  we  are  to  a6l  together 

*  hereafter;  fuppofe  we  fhould  refolve 
'  to  communicate  to  each  other  all  the 

*  difco  veries  we  are  able  to  make,  among 

*  the  feveral  families  that  either  of  us 

*  converfe  with,  and  alfo  ail  the  con- 
'  fidences  which  are  repofed  in  us:  by 

*  this  means  I  (hall  be  acquainted  with 
'  all  the  humours  of  your  fex,  and  you 
'  no  ftranger  to  thofe  of  mine;  Co  that 

*  neither  of  us  will  be  at  a  lofs  to  bear 

*  with  the  foibles  which  nature  orcuf- 

*  tom  may  have  implanted  inthepther. 
'  Befides,'  added  he,  '  this  is  no  more 

*  than   pra6lifing  before-hand   one  of 

*  thofe  poin;s  which,  as  I  take  it,  is 
'  very  f(rential  to  the  happinefs  of  both 

*  a  hufband  and  a  wife.' 

•  I  am  charmed  with  your  proje(n„'* 
anfwered  (he;    '  but  then  each  of  us 

*  muft  be  fure  to  preferve  an  inviolable 

*  fecrefy  in  what  has  been  imparted  by 
'  the  other,  which  is  another  main  ef- 

*  fential  towards  conjugal  felicity.' 
JemmyhavingalTured  her,  that  what- 
ever (he  faid  to  him  on  this  account 
fliould  be  no  more  than  talking  to  her 
own  heart,  they  were  beginning  to  di- 
vert themfelves  with  the  idea  of  the 
many  whimfical  paffages  they  (hould 
have  to  recite  to  each  other,  when  a 
footman  brought  a  letter  to  Jenny,  the 
contents  whereof  were  as  follow, 

*   TO  MISS  JESSAMY. 

•  DEAR   CREATURE, 

*  T  F  this  finds  you  at  home  and  dif- 
-*■  •  engaged,    I  flatter   myfelf  you 

'  willlmmediately  comply  with  the  re- 

*  queft  it  contains.  I  am  now  alone, 
'  and  in  a  fituaticn  which  requires  botii 

*  confolation  and  advice,  neither  of 
<  which  I  can  hope  for  more  effeftually 

C  «  than 


i8 


JEMMY    AND    JENNY    JESSAMY. 


•  than  from  the  filend(l)lp  with  which 

•  you  favour  trie.     I  would  have  wait- 

•  cd  on  you,  but  am  prevented  by  rea- 

•  fons  which  you  will  be  no  ftranger  to 

•  on  feeing  me.     lam,  with  the  moft 

•  perfeft  amity,  my  dear  Mifs  Jeffamy, 

•  yours,  &c. 

*  E.  Marlove. 

P.  S.  If  I  am  nnhappily  deprived  of 

*  your  company  to-night,  I  beg 

•  you  will  not  fail  coming  as  early 

•  as  poflible  in  the  morning;  for 

*  I  am  all   impatience  to  let  you 

*  into  the  hiftory  of  my  misfor- 

•  tunes.' 

•  See  here,'  faid  ftie,  giving  the  let- 
ter to  Jemmy;  'fortune  already  is  like- 

•  ly  to  prefent  me  with  fomething  that 

•  may  be  worth  your  knowledge :  the 

•  lady  who  writes  in  this  manner  has 

•  honour  and  vijctue;  fhe  has  been  but 

•  four  months  married  to  a  gentleman 

•  whom  fhe  preferred  to  a  great  num- 

•  ber  of  other  admirers,  and  who  feems 

•  paffionately  fond  of  her.     You  will 

•  not  wonder  that  I  am  in  as   much 

•  hafte  to  hear  the  occafion  of  her  com- 

•  plaint,  as  (he  is  to  tell  it  me.' 

She  then  ordered  a  chair  to  the  door; 
and,  calling  for  her  gloves  and  capu- 
chin, hurried  them  on  while  he  was 
reading:  the  motive  which  carried  her 
away  was  too  agreeable  for  him  to  offer 
to  detain  her;  and  they  parted  without 
farther  ceremony   than    a  kifs,    and 

•  Good-night,' 


CHAP.    VI. 

CONTAINS  SOME  THINGS  WELL 
WORTHY  OF  BEING  SERIOUSLY 
ATTENDED  TO,  BY  THOSE  ESPE- 
CIALLY FOR  WHOSE  SERVICE 
THEY  ARE  CHIEFLY  INSERTED. 

THOUGH  Jenny  had  not  doubt- 
ed, by  the  lady's  letter,  but  that 
fomething  very  extraordinary  and  per- 
plexing had  happened  to  her,  yet  (he 
was  far  from  expefting  to  find  her  in 
the  condition  (he  now  did. 

That  half-diftrafled  fair-one  was  ly- 
ing extended  on  a  couch;  her  hair  loofe 
and  hanging  in  wild  diforder  over  her 
face;  her  lovely  eyes  pouring  forth 
tears  J  ail  her  features _diftoned  w:itiv 


excefs  of  pafllon;  and  every   fymptom 
of  defpair,  grief,  and  rage,  about  her. 

Jenny  was  quite  frighted;  and,  in- 
deed, who  that  beheld  her  in  this  man- 
ner, but  muft  have  thought  the  moft 
errible  accident  imaginable  had   be- 
fallen her!    *  Ah,  my  dear  Mifs  Jef- 
famy!' faid  (he,  as  foon  as  (he  faw 
er  enter,  '  how  charitable  is  this  vifit 
to  the  moft  undone,  forlorn,  and  mi- 
ferable  woman,  upon  earth  !' 

*  Blefs  me!'   cried  Jenny,   feating 
herfelf  near  her,  '  what  can  have  occa- 

fioned  this  fudden  change  in  your  late 
happy  condition?'—*  Oh!  I  will  tell 
you  all,'  replied  the  other:  'but 
when  you  fliall  hear  how  I  have  been 
treated  by  my  ungrateful,  my  per- 
fidious hufband,  you  will  forfwear 
marriage,  and  curfe  the  whole  race 
of  falfe,  diffembling  man  ! 

*  I  fent  for  you,'  continued  (he,  '  to 
make  you  the  confidante  of  my  re- 
fentment,  as  you  have  always  been 
of  my  love;  for  this  unworthy  man, 
who,  from  my  (lave,  is  now  become 
my  tyrant,  inftead  of  (tudying  how 
to  pleafe  me,  has  the  infolence  to  at- 
tempt making  me  fubfervient  to  his 
will,  and  to  contradift  me  even  in 
things  where  every  woman  has  a  right 
to  rele.  Could  you  ever  have  be- 
lieved it,    my  dear   Mifs  JeflTamy  ?' 

went  (he  on:  *  the  vain  creature  ima- 
gines I  have  love  enough  for  him  to 
be  fattsfied  with  whatever  he  does.' 

*  I  thought,  indeed,*  faid  Jenny, 
that  both  of  you  had  love  enough  to 
be  fatisfied  with  what  the  other  did. 
But,  pray,  what  may  be  the  fubje(5t 
of  the  prefent  difpute  between  you  ?' 

•— '  Oh  !  fuch  a  grofs  affront  upon  my 
underftanding,  my  humour,  my  every 
thing  that  is  dear  to  woman  kind,' 
eplied  Mrs.  Marlove.     *  But  of  what 
nature  ?'  again  demanded  her  impa- 
tient friend. 

It  was  in  vain  flie  «peated  the 
queftion  over  for  feveral  times  fuc- 
ce(rively;  Mrs.  Marlove  was  too  much 
overcome  by  her  paiTion  to  be  able  to 
give  any  direft  account  of  the  occalion; 
and  all  that  could  be  gathered  from  hep 
incoherent  exclamations  was,  that  a 
favourite  fervant  of  Mr.  Marlove  had 
quarrelled  with  her  waiting-maid;  tb.^t 
(he  had  infiftedon  the  man'^s  beingturn- 
ed  away;  and  he,  as  ftrenuoufly,  that 
&e  fliould  part  with  her  maid;  that 
^,  'i       v  very 
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very  high  words  had  rofe  on  this  oc- 
cafion ;  that  he  had  endeavoured  to 
exert  the  authority  of  a  hufband,  and 
flie  to  maintain  the  refpeft  and  com- 
plaifance  due  to  a  wife;  and  that,  after 
having  abfoluteJy  refufed  to  do  as  flie 
defired,  he  had  flung  out  of  the  houfe 
in  very  great  difcontent. 

She  was  but  juft  beginning  to  enter 
fomewhat  farther  into  the  merits  of  the 
caufe,  when  a  fervant  put  his  head  be> 
tween  the  door,  and  told  Mrs.  Mar- 
love  that  the  cloth  was  laid  for  fupper, 
and  that  his  mafter  was  come  home. 

*  Well,  and  what  of  that?'  cried  fhe 
hallily.  *  Nothing,  Madam,'  faid  the 
run ; '  only  my  matter  defires  that  your 

*  ladyfhip  and  the  young  lady  will  be 

*  pleafed  to  walk  down.' — '  Tell  him,' 
replied  fhe,  with  the  utmoft  difdain  in 
her  voice  and  countenance,  *  that  I  am 
'  not  plealed  to  do  any  thing  that  he 
'  deiiresj   and   that  I  will  neither  eat 

*  nor  Ileep  with  him  while  he  keeps  that 

*  fellow  Jonathan  in  the  houfe.' 

On  this  he  faid  no  more,  but  with- 
drew; and  Mr.  Marlove  came  up  in  a 
moment  after:  his  looks  exprefled  the 
utmoft  difcontent;  he  faluted  Jenny, 
however,  with  refpef^;  and  then,  turn- 
ing to  his  wife — '  I  am  furprized,  my 

*  dear,'  cried  he,  '  that  you  (hould  ex- 

*  pofe  yourfelf  in  this  manner:  family 

*  difputes  ought  to  be  difcufTsd  in  pri- 

*  vate;  it  is  impertinent  to  trouble  our 

*  friends  with  them,  and  ridiculous  to 

*  make  our  fervants  the  witnefles   of 

*  them.    For  Heaven's  fake,  therefore, 

*  confider  a  little         ' 

'  I  (hall  confider  nothing,'  faid  /he, 
interrupting  him,  *  but  your  unkind- 

*  nefs  and  ingratitude.  What !'  pur- 
fued  (he,  with  vehemence,  ♦  to  refufe 

*  me  in  fo  poor  a  trifle  as  the  difmi(fion 

*  of  a  fervant!' 

•  Trifles,  Madam,' anfwered  he  very 
gravely,  <  when  infiftedontoo  peremp- 

*  torily,  become  things  of  confequence  : 

*  befides,  you  have  often  heard  me  fay 

*  this  man  lived  with  my  father;  that 

*  when  I  went  abroad,  he  gave  him  to 

*  me  as  the  choiceft  prefent  he  could 

*  make;  that  he  attended  me  in  my 
'  travels  through  the  greateft  part  of 

*  Europe;  and  that  I  have  experienced 
«  his  love  and  fidelity  to  me  in  a  thou- 

*  fand  initances;  it  would  therefore  be 

*  highly  unjuft  and  ungenerous  in  me 

*  to  turn  him  off;  and  lean  look  upon 

*  it  SIS  no  lefs  unreafonable  in  you  to 


*  requeft  it  merely  on  the  idle  com- 

*  plaints  and  tittle-tattle  of  a  chambcr- 

*  maid.* 

«  That  chambermaid,'  faid  (he,  in 
the  moft  haughty  tone,  «  while  (he  be- 

*  longs  to  me,  is  at  leaft  opon  a  level 

*  with  your  valet;  though,  in  fpite  to 

*  me,  I  fuppofe  you  have   now  raifed 

*  him  to  your  houfe-ftcward.' 

Mr.  Marlove  grew  very  red  at  thefe 
words,  and  was  about  to  have  made 
fome  reply,  which  perhaps  might  have 
heightened  the  quarrel,  when  the  perfon 
who  had  been  the  occafion  of  it  entered 
the  room. 

He  was  a  grave,  well-looking  man, 
and  had  a  certain  open  honelly  m  his 
countenance,  which  anfwered  to  the 
charafter  given  of  him  by  his  maftcr. 

*  Sir,'  faid  he  to  Mr.  Marlove, 
bowing  in  the  moft  refpedlful  manner, 

*  I  have  never  known  \\\  my  whole  life 

*  fo  real  a  grief  as  I  now  feel,  finding 

*  myfelf  the  unhappy  caufe  of  any  dif- 

*  agreement  between  your  honour  and 

*  my  lady;    I  therefore  moft  humbly 

*  befeech  you  will  be  pleafed  to  per- 

*  mit  me  to  quit  the  houfe  direftly;  for 

*  it  is  not  fit  your  honour's  peace  of 

*  mind  (hould  fuffer  any  difturbance, 

*  or  my  lady  the  leaft  uneafmefs,  even 

*  for  a  moment,  on  io  worthlcfsa  fub- 

*  jrft  as  myfelf.' 

*  How,  Jonathan  '.'  demanded  Mr. 
Marlove;  •  are  you  in  fuch  hafte  to 
'  leave  my  fervice,  that  you  would  go 

*  before  I  am  provided  with  a  proper 

*  perfon  to  fupply  your  place?' — «  Oh? 

*  there  is  no  reafon  for  detaining  him 

*  on  that  accoimt,'  cried  Mrs,  Mar- 
love: *  my  Abigail  has  a  brother  juft  now 
«  come  out  of  pLce;  by  the  ch3ra(5let 

*  I  have  heard  of  him  he  will  be  ex- 

*  tremelv  fit  for  you;  and  we  can  have 

*  him  ai  a  minute's  warning.' 

*  It  is  very  likely,'  replied  he:  then, 
having  paiifed  a  little  on  what  his  wife 
had  faid—*  Well,  Jonathan,'  purfued 
he,  •  we  will  talk  farther  on  this  matter 

*  to-morrow;  but  leave  the  room,  and 

*  bid  fomebody   fend  Abigail  hither. 
Mrs.  Marlove  exulted  within  herfelf  oa 
hearing  him  fpeak  in  this  manner;  and, 
pulling   J'?nny   by  the   flecve,   «   My 
'  dear,"  cried  ihe  to  her  in  a  low  voice, 

*  I  fliall  conquer  this  domineering  iiuf- 
«  band  at  lalt.' 

Abigail   immediately   obeying  the 

fummons  that  had  been  lent  for  lier — 

«  Well,  Abigail,'  faid  Mr.  Marlove, 

C  z  >vith 
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with  half  a  fmile,  which  flie  took  for 
an  indication  of  his  being  in  great  good  - 
humour  with  her  ;  but,  as  it  afterwards 
proved,  was  no  more  than  a  farcaftick 
fneer ;  *  I  am  told  you  have  a  brother  . 

*  perfe£lly  qualified  for  my  fcrvice?' 

*  Yes,  pleafe  your  honour,'  anfwered 
ihi,  fimpering;  '  and,  though  I  fay  it, 

*  as  clever  a  fellow  as  ever  ftepped  in 

*  fljoe-Ieather;  he  can  comb  a  wig  to 

*  charm,  and  buckle  too,  upon  occa- 

*  fion  ;  he  does  every  thing  in  tafte,  I 

*  affure  your  honour  :  befides,  he  is  a 

*  fpruce  young  man,  and  a  thoufand 

*  tmies   fitter  to   attend  your  honour 

*  than  the  old  formal  creature  you  have 

*  now.' 

'  It  may  be  fo,'  faid  Mr.  Marlove  i 
«  but  I  have  no  bufmefs  for  him  ;  nor 
«  have  you  any  in  my  houfe  longer  than 

*  this  night;  therefore  pack  up  your 

*  ^rnmpery,  and  be  gone  to-morrow 
«  porning.'  She  was  opening  her 
mouth  to  fpeak  ;  but  he  prevented  her 
by  faying,  in  a  ftern  and  refolute  voice— 

*  No  repartees,  minx!  I  will  have  no 

*  incendiaries  in  my  family!  Out  of 
f  my  fight  this  moment,  and  come  into 

*  it  no  more!' 

Though  fcarce  any  creature  was  ever 
endowed  with  a  greater  (bare  of  confi- 
dence than  this  wench,  yet  was  (he  now 
fo  terrified  at  the  looks  of  her  rnafter, 
that  (he  durft  not  utter  a  fingle  fyllable 
while  in  his  prefence  ;  and  contented 
he^felf  with  muttering,  all  the  way  flie 
went  down  ftairs,  what  fhe  had  not  cou- 
rage to  fay  loud  enough  to  be  heard. 

But  it  is  altogether  impofTible  to  de- 
fcrjbe  the  rage  Mrs.  Marlove  was  in  at 
thjs  laft  proof  of  her  hufband's  refolu- 
tion  ;  which  was  the  raore  infupporta- 
ble  to  her,  as  fhe  had,  not  above  a  mo- 
ment or  two  before,  flattered  herfelf 
with  a  belief  that  he  was  inclinable  to 
conform  to  her  defires. 

She  would  have  fpoke;  but  excefs 
of  paffion  chonked  the  paffage  of  her 
words  :  Ihe  flew  into  her  chamber,  and 
threw  herlelf  upon  the  bed  j  where  flie 
certainly  would  have  fallen  into  a  fit, 
if  Jenny,  who  had  immediately  fol- 
lowed her,  had  not  cut  the  lacings  of 
her  (lays  in  order  to  give  her  air. 

On  ihis  (he  began  to  revive  a  little; 
and  A.bigail  that  inlbnt  coming  up, 
gave  her  a  glafs  of  cold  water,  which 
perfe(51ed  the  cure.  The  firft  ule  (he 
made  of  lier  recovered  breath  was  to  in- 
vci^h  againft  the  ir.juftice,  as  (he  termed 


it,.of  her  hu(band.    Jenny  was  endea- 
vouring to  perfuade  her  to  more  mode-? . 
ration,  but  was  interrupted  in  the  midft  : 
of  what  (lie  was  faying  by  Abigail. 

*  Nay,  Madam,'  cried  that  malapert 
hufl'ey,  '  for  that  matter,  my  lady  has 

as  much  reafon  to  be  vexed  as  I  !  For 
my  part,  I  do  not  know  what  my  ma- 
tter means  by  ufingmeas  he  has  done; 
he  gives  himfelf  Itrange  airs,  me- 
thinks!,  I  am  fure  it  is  not  like  a 
gentleman  to  (hew  fo  little  refpeft  for 
a  fervant!' 
Thefe  faucyxefleflions  brought  Mrs. 
Marlove  more  to  herfelf  than  all  the 
afllftance  that  had  been  given  her  :  an- 
gry as  (lie  was  with  her  hufband,  (he 
could  not  bear  to  hear  him  mentioned, 
by  fuch  a  creature,  in  the  manner  (he 
now  did.  *  Airs]'  cried  (he.  *  Re- 
Cpe6i\  Waseyer  any  thing  fo  ridicu- 
loufly  impudent!-r-Sure,  wench,  thou 
haft  forgot  that  the  gentleman  thou 
fpeakeft  fo  coniem.ptuoufly  of  is  my 
hufband!' 

*  No,  Madam  !'  anfwered  (he,  bridr 
ling  up  her  head;   *  1  forgot  nothing 

tha';  I  ought  to  remember  :  and  I  muft 
fay  again,  that  it  does  not  become  him 
to  treat  either  you  or  me  fo  unhand- 
fome  as  he  has  done.' — •  What,  doei 
the  odiojs  tiling  pretend  to  make 
comparifons  ;'  cried  Mrs.  Marlove  j 
and,  prpvpked  beyond  all  patience  at 
the  infolence  of  her  deportment,  (hatch- 
ed a  powder-box  from  off  the  drefTing- 
table,  and  threw  it  at  her  head  ;  faying, 
at  the  fame  time — *  Be  gone  this  in- 

*  (lant!  I  fhall  keep  no  fuch, bold-face 

*  about  me !' 

*  Bold  face,  Madam!'. returned  the 
audacious   creature.      •   Very  pretty, 

*  truly!  But  do  not  thipk  I  (hall  beg 
'  to  ftay  ;  there  are  other  places  to  be 

*  had ;  and  I  do  not  value——'  She 
wo'jld  have  ran  farther  on  in  the  fame 
ftrain,  if  the  Hidden  appearance  of  h^r 
mafter  had  not  (topped  her  mouth,  and 
made  her  think  proper  to  go  out  of  th» 
room . 

Mr.  Marlove,  being  heartily  afhametj 
that  Jenny  had  been  witnefs  of  this 
foolifli  affair,  refolved  to  falve  it  up,  if 
pofRble,  before  (lie  went  away;  and,  to 
that  end,  carpe  into  his  wife's  chamber; 
chufing  rather  to  recede  a  little  from 
wh^t  he  thought  his  juft  prerogative  as 
a  hufband,  than  fuffer  her  to  depart 
with  the  noti9a  qf  his  hftving  afrerte4 
it  t^o  far, 
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As  lie  came  into  the  room  at  one  door, 
Abigail  was  going  out  at  the  others  he 
eafily  perceived,  by  her  countenance, 
that  fome  hriilee  had  happened  between 
her  and  her  lady  ^  which  talcing  for  a 
good  omen  of  fucceeding  in  bis  defign, 
he  approached  Mrs,  Marlove  5  and, 
with  an  air  perfe611y  degagee  and  un- 
embarrafled — '  I  hope,  my  dear,'  faid 
he,  •  you  are  by  this  time  convinced 
that  your  maid  had  a  farther  view 
in  quarrelling  with  Jonathan  than 
(he  pretended  ;  and,  alfo,  how  little 
(he  deferves  you  Ihould  efpoufe  her 
caufe  ?' 

'  She  has  been  impertinent,  indeed,' 
anfwered  Jhe ;  '  but  it  is  no  wonder  that 
ftie  is  [o  \  When  a  woman  is  ili- 
treated  by  her  husband,  ihe  can  ex- 
pect no  other  than  to  be  lb  by  her 
Servant  alfo;  and  it  is  to  you,  to  you 
alone,  that  I  either  have  been,  or  fhall 
hereafter  be,  deprived  of  the  relpeft 
due  to  me  from  ourdomefticks.' 
'  Accufe  me  not,'  faid  he,  ♦  of  any 
thing  fo  contrary  to  my  nature  :  your 
merits,  and  my  juft  fenfe  of  them, 
will  always  engage  me  to  behave  to- 
wards you,  both  in  publicic  and  in 
private,  with  all  the  complaifance  and 
tendernefs  that  man  can  pay,  or  wo- 
man can  expeft.' 

♦  Then  you  would  not  contradi6t  me 
in  trifles  ?'  cried  ftie,  a  little  foftened, 
I  will  Contradiibl  you  in  nothing,'  faid 

he,  ♦  that  my  reafon  will  permit  me  to 
grant,  or  your  own,  on  mature  de- 
liberation, induce  you  to  defire.  As 
to  the  prefent  difpute  between  us,' 

coctinued  he,  *  1  only  beg  you  will  de- 
fer any  farther  fpeeeh  of  it  till  to- 
morrow; and  if,  in  that  time,  you 
do  not  find  caufe  to  alter  your  opi- 
nion, I  Aiall  endeavour  to  accede  to 
yours.'' 

•  A  very  fair  propofal  indeed.  Sir!' 
faid  Jenny,  fmiling  :    '  and,  my  dear 

Mrs.  Marlove,  if  you  do  not  accept 
it,  I  Ihall  lay  the  whole  blame  of  all 
the  difagreements  that  may  hereafter 
happen  between  yoa  entirely  on  your 
ill- nature.' 
*  That  is  a  very  fevere  inference,'  re- 
plied (he ;  *  however,  to  oblige  you,  I 
(hall  comply  with  Mr..  Marlove's  re- 
queft.'  — '  I  am  glad  to  obtain  it  at 
any  rate,'  cried  he;   and  I  hope  we 
*  may  now  go  down  to,  fupper,  which 
f  hAs  wait«4  for  us  this  lulf-hour.' 


Mrs.  Marlove  faid  (he  did  not  care  for  J 
eating,  and  defired  they  would  excufe  - 
her  abfence  ;  but,  by  the  entreaties  of 
herhu(barid,and  fome  little  pleafantries 
Jenny  made  ufe  of  on  this  occafion,  (he 
was  at  laft  prevailed  upon  ;  and  they 
all  went  down  together  into  the  par- 
lour. 

Jenny  kept  an  obfervant  eye  over 
botii  the  hu(band  and  the  wife  all  the 
time  they  were  at  table ;  and,  as  (he 
was  happy  in  a  penetration  which  few 
of  her  lex,  el'peciaily  at  her  years,  can 
boaft  of,  eafily  perceived  that,  though 
he  behaved  with  a  politeneCs  beyond 
what  could  have  been  expeftcd  after 
what  had  paffed,  and  (liefeemed  to  have  ' 
aliated  a  great  part  of  her  late  haughti-  ^ 
nefs  and  refentment,  yet  neither  of  theni 
were  (incerely  inclined  to  fubmit  to  the 
will  of  the  other  in  any  thing  which  was 
not  entirely  agreeable  to  their  own. 

The  apologies  they  made  to  her, 
however,  on  the  account  of  the  un- 
pleafmg  entertainment  (he  had  met  with, 
in  this  vifit,  with  her  obliging  anfwers 
to  them  in  return,  and  repeated  good  ' 
wi(hes  for  their  future  peace,  engro(red  ' 
a  great  part  of  their  converfation  dur- 
ing the  whole  time  (lie  (taid. 

But  the  night  being  pretty  far  ad- 
vanced, when  fupper  was  ended  (he 
took  her  leave  of^  the  half-reconciled 
pair,  and  went  home  full  of  thofe  re- 
fleflions  which,  on  the  fcene  (he  had  " 
been  witiiels  of,  muft  naturally  have  ■' 
occurred  even  to  a  perfon  of  a  raucli  lefs 
confidcrative  difpoiition. 


CHAP.    vir. 

AFFORDS  FRESH  MATTER  FOR  EDt- 
FICATiON  TO  THOSE  WHO  STAND 
IN  NEED  OF  IT,  A3  WELL  AS  EN- 
TERTAINMENT TO  SUC  H  WHO  DO 
NOT. 

JENNY  had  an  in(5nity  of  good- 
nature, and  was  extremely  troubled 
at  the  difagreement  (he  had  feen  be- 
tween two  perfons  whom  (he  thought 
had  been  entirely  happy  in  being  united 
to  eacn  other:  the  more  (he  ruminated 
on  the  behaviourof  Mrs.  Marlove,  the 
more  the  found  in  it  to  condemn;  but 
then  (he  was  alfo  equally  furpijzed  to 
find  fo  great  a  change  in  that  of  her 
huiband»    She  had  fietiuently  been  in 

their 
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their  company  while  in  their  days  of 
courtfhip;  fliehadfeen  him  humour  all 
the  little  whims  and  capi  ices  which  the 
vanity  of  flattered  beamy  had  made  her 
guilty  ofj  fhe  had  heard  him  praife 
even  her  very  foibles,  an.)  feem  charmed 
■with  what  the  reft  of  the  world  moft 
blamed  her  for. 

*  Good  God!'  cried  flje  to  herfelf, 

•  how  ftrange  a  reverfe  does  marriage 

•  bring!  Who  that  fees  a  man  a  huf- 
'  band  would  ever  think  he  had  been  a 

•  lover?  Till  (he  was  a  wife,  he  would 

•  not  have  prefumed  to  argue  with  her 

•  on  any  point  the  took  upon  her  to 

•  affert ;  he  would  not  then  have  op- 

•  pofed  his  reafon  to  any  folly  (he  com- 

•  mitted.    It  is  true,  (he  has  infifted  on 

•  a  thing  which  he  mufthave  been  both 

•  ungenerous  and  weak  to  have  com- 

•  plied  with  ;  yet  would  he  once  not 

•  have  dared  to  have  contradi(Sed  her  in 

•  much  greater  matters.  If  Aeisproud, 

•  imperious,  and  vain,  it  is  on  his  own 

•  too  great  obfequloufnefs  he  ought  to 

•  lay  the  blame.     Oh!   why  will  men 

•  endeavour  to  perfuade  us  we  are  god- 

•  delTes,  only  to  create  themfelves  the 
'  pains   of  convincing  us  afterwards 

•  that  we  are  but  mortals  ! 

*  Yet,  after  all,'  faid  (he  again,  '  we 

•  know  that  theextra  vagantencomiums 

•  {o  lavi(hly  heftowed  upon  us  before 

•  marriage,  are  mere  words  of  com  fe  j 

•  the  homage,  the  rubmiffions,  paid  us 

•  by  the  lover,    all  form  and  empty 

•  fhe%v:  and,  as  they  are  put  in  prac- 

•  tice  only  to  Ibothe  our  vanity,  ought 

•  not  to  deceive  our  under(t.-.nJings  (o 

•  far  as  to  make  us  imagine  we  either 

•  deferve,  or  have  a  right  to  expert,  the 

•  continuance  of  them,  when  the  mo- 

•  tive  that  induced  them  is  no  more. 
'  Marriage,as  it  removes  all  coynefs  and 

•  jeferve  in  the  woman,  fo  it  deftrovs 
f  all  fufj^nfc  m  the  man  :  he  is  then 
'  in  jwiuirion  of  his  wiihes,  has  done 

•  with  hopes  and  fears;  and  folicita- 
^  z'.ov.i,  or  courfe,  mu(t  alio  ceafe. 

*  Miijjiicd,  therefore,  of  that  iinagi- 
f  raw  avit'.iontj'  with  which  we  once 

•  flattered  ourfelvcs,  it  is  certainly  the 
«  b;;;inef:.  of  our  fex  to  endeavour,  by 

•  ihc  moil  foit  and  obliging  behaviour, 
f  to  piSicrv?  and  improve,  if  po(rible, 

•  the  iovo  of  him  v^^liom  it  is  no  longer 

•  in  cur  };o«'er  to  awe  by  a  contrary 

•  v:iy  of  aCiiilg. 

*  ->  po  great  tenacioufnefs  of  our 
f  ot/:i  n:e;::i,'  puriued  (Jie,  •  the  pride 


*  of  doing  whatever  we  have  a  mind  to, 
'  and  of  impofing  the  laws  of  our  own 

*  will  on  that  of  the  lover,  may  be  fub- 
'  mitted  to  while  we  are  midrelTes,  but 
'  will  never  be  borne  with  when  we  are 

*  wives.     The  men,  confcious  of  that 

*  fuperiority  which  cuftom  and  the  ma- 

*  trimonial  covenant  have  given  them, 

*  never  fail  to  exert  it ;  and  oppofition 

*  on  our  fide  is  liruggling  againft  the 
'  Itream,  and  but  ferves  to   (hew  our 

*  weaknefs  the  more  in  the  vain  at- 

*  tempt. 

*  In  ray  opinion,'  went  (he  ftill  on, 

*  the  way  to  accompli(h  what  we  aim 

*  at,  is  not  to  urge  it  with  too  much 

*  vehemence    in    the   moft    reafonable 

*  things;  much  lefs  can  we  expeft  fuc- 

*  ccfs  when  we  infift  on  fuch  as  are  in 
'  themfelves   unjufti(iable ;   as  in   the 

*  cafe  of  Mrs.  Marlove  :  and  I  much 

*  fear  that,  if  many  contefts  of  this  na- 

*  ture  happen,  they  will,  by  degrees, 

*  weaken  her  hufband's  affe£lion  for 
'  her  ;  perhaps,  in  time,  utterly  dellroy 

*  it,  and  render  her  both  unhappy  and 

*  unpitied.' 

In  this  manner  did  the  fagacious 
Jenny  reafon  within  herfelf  upon  the 
caofe  in  qucftion  ;  and,  upon  the  whole, 
her  judgment  entirely  acquitted  Mr. 
Marlove  of  all  blame,  and  gave  the 
verdift  againll  his  too-alfuming  wife, 
for  whofe  late  behaviour  (lie  could  find 
no  excufe  except  her  extreme  youth,  and 
inexperience  of  the  temper  of  mankindj 
that  lady  being  but  (ixteen,  which  was 
two  vears  fliort  of  the  age  (he  had  at- 
tained  herfelf. 

This  naturally  led  her  into  reflec- 
tions on  the  folly  of  two  perfons  unit- 
ing themfelves  together  by  the  folemn 
ties  of  marriage,  without  having  well 
confidered  the  duties  of  the  (late  they 
were  about  to  enter  into;  and  confirmed 
her  in  the  refolution  (he  before  had 
taken  of  living  fingle,  till  (he  was  as 
well  affured  as  human  reafon  could 
make  her.  that  both  herfelf,  and  the 
man  who  was  to  be  her  hu(band,  were 
equally  qualified  to  render  each  othec 
truly  happy. 

She  longed,  however,  to  fee  Jemmy, 
that  (he  might  relate  this  (lory  to  him, 
and  hear  his  fentiments  upon  it;  but 
(he  faw  him  not  all  the  next  day  ;  which 
a  little  furprized  her,  as  four-and- 
twenty  hours  feldom  paflTed  over  with- 
out his  making  her  one  vifit,  if  no 
more.    The  accident  which  now  occa- 
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flonecl  his  abfence  To  muchlonger  than 
ufiial,  was,  indeed,  of  a  pretty  particu- 
lar n-ituie.     It  was  this. 

On  his  coming  home  the  night  be- 
fore, he  found  a  letter  that  had  been  left 
for  him,  requefting  his  company  at  an 
entertainment  to  be  given  the  next  day, 
on  a  very  extraordinaiy  occafion,  by  ■\ 
gentleman  who  had  been  an  intimate 
acquaintance  of  his  father.  The  in- 
vitation was  too  prefling  for  him  to  re- 
fufe  complying  with  it;  which  other- 
wife  he  would  gladly  have  done,  as  he 
expefted  not  to  find  any  gnefts  there 
fuitable  to  his  age  or  humour. 

He  found  himfelf,  however,  agree- 
ably deceived  in  the  conjefture;  and 
was  furprized,  on  his  entrance  into  a 
Ipacious  room,  to  fee  it  filled  with  a 
very  brilliant  company  of  both  fexes  j 
who,  being  aflembled  in  order  to  cele- 
brate the  moft  joyous  circumftances  that 
can  happen  in  private  life,  came  with  a 
fincere  refolution  of  contributing  every 
thing  in  the  power  of  each  to  do  honour 
to  the  feaft  prepared  for  them. 

But,  not  to  keep  the  reader  in  fu- 
fpenfe,  the  perfon  who  made  this  invi- 
tation  was  a  gentleman  of  birth  and 
fortune:  he  was  married,  in  his  youth, 
to  a  lady  of  celebrated  beauty,  and 
ievery  way  his  equal ;  but,  through  a 
too  great  love  of  pleafure  on  his  fide, 
and  errors  in  conduft,  though  without 
any  breach  of  virtue,  on  hers,  they  had 
been  feparated  for  fourteen  years,  with- 
out the  lead  probability  of  being  re- 
conciled, and,  even  lefs,  of  their  ever 
living  together  again;  as  all  the  inter- 
pofition  of  their  friends  for  that  pur- 
pofe,  during  fo  long  a  fpace  of  time, 
had  been  in  vain,  and  was  at  laft  en- 
tirely given  over.  The  unhoped-for 
event,  notwithftanding,  cametopafs; 
both  parties  were  alike  touched  with  a 
juft  fenfibility  of  their  former  miltakes, 
and  returned  to  the  embraces  of  eacii 
other  with  more  ardency  of  affe6lion 
than  that  with  which  they  had  firft  met 
in  marriage. 

There  is  certainly  nothing  which  Co 
much  demonftrates  the  fincerity  of  our 
reformation  as  a  free  confeflion  thai  we 
have  been  in  the  wrong.  '  I  was,'  faid 
the  gentleman,  '  in  poffefTion  of  a  trea- 

*  fure  before  I  had  attained  to  an  age 
«  capable  of  knowing  the  true  value  of 

*  it :  I  wore  it,  as  an  idiot  Hoes  a  dia- 

*  mond,  carelefs  on  my  arm,  zn<*.  liable 

*  to  be  fnatched  from  me  by  the  firft 


'  perfon  who  admired  it's  luftrej  h^ 
'  Heaven  has  preferved  it  as  a  bleffing 

*  for  my  riper  judgment  !* 

He  concluded  thefe  words  w»ith  kif- 
fing  his  lady's  hand  ;  and  then  went 
on — '  I  was,'  continued  he,  '  one  of 

*  thofe  tluHightlefs  wretches  which  ttie 
<  poet,  doubtlefs,  had  in  his  eye  when 

*  be  wrote  thefe  lines— 

"  Fictitious  joys  allur'd  my  dassle^  fehfei, 

"  And  led  them  in  the  myftick  maze  awhUe; 

'•  Beguil'd  witW  empty  iir,  my  leftlefs  heart 

"  Still  after  fome  untafted  pleafure  roam'd; 

**  But  now  tha  wand'rer  fees  his  peaceful 

*'  h"me, 

**  And  there  finds  ail  it  vaihlyfought  abroad.'* 

*  I  cannot  fuffer  you,  ray  dear,'  faid 
the  lady,  with  a  moft  becoming  fmile, 

*  to  take  upon  yourfelf  the  whole  blame 
'  of  that  unhappy  difagreement  which 

*  has  fo  long  <hvided  usj    1  alfo  have 

*  had  my  ftiare  of  guilt,  though  in  a 
'  different   way  from    yours:    if  you 

*  have  been  too  gay,  I  have  been  too  in- 
'  con fi derate  ;   I  have  endeavoured  not 

*  to  make  home  delightful  to  vou  ;  I 

*  rather,  by  a  thoufand  impertinencies 

*  and  follies',  rendered  my  prefencetire- 
'  fome.     I  had  no  idea  of  the  duties  of 

*  my  place,  but  behaved,  when  let  at 

*  the  head  of  ?  family,  as  T  iiad  tkine  io 
'  the  nurfery,  and  expt6ted  to  be  hu- 

*  moured  in  the  faine  manner.'* 
Thus  did   this  lately  re-nntted  pa» 

equally  condemn  tbemfelves  <"or  the 
mifcarriage  of  their  pa(icoiid'ift  j  but, 
while  they  were  fpeaking,  there  wem 
not  a  few  in  company,  of  both Taxes, 
who  bung  (iov.*!!  their  heads,  as  confci- 
ous  of  not  bein";  wholly  free  frooi  the 
errors  they  heard  mentioned. 

Jemmy,  accr.T-iin'j;  to  ihe  agreement 
made  bet  veen  hi;  i  ?.\id  Jenny,  kept  an 
ot)fi.rvant  eye  dn  sil  thoft  who  he  found 
were  >narried  :  and  eafily  percei veil,  by 
the  'ooks  which  one  of  the.-n.in  particu- 
lar, frequently  save  !iis  -.^'ife,  thatthej 
were  far  frcin  living  together  in  a  perfeft 
harmony;  though,  as  li3  had  never  feen 
either  uf  t!ieni  before,  and  was  v,-!iolly 
unacgi-ai-ned  with  their  circumftances, 
conditions,  or  huniours,  it  v-/as  utterly 
hnpoffible  for  him  to  guefs  from  what 
latent  caufe  the  difcord  he  ('ifcovered 
ptoctcCci  :  but,  as  it  was  the  hufoand 
who  Teemed  nioft  ciiiTatisfie  ?,  he  con- 
chu'ed,  without  Icnowin^  any  thing  of 
the  matter,  that  it  rr;ufc  be  the  wife  who 
was  to  blame. 

The 
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The  men  are  apt  to  be  too  partial  to 
one  another  on  this  fcore.  In  the  little 
time  that  Jemmy  had  at  prefent  forre- 
fle6lion,  thefe lines  ofMr.Dryden  came 
direflly  into  his  htad— 

•  Few  know  what  cares  a  hufband's  peace  de- 

'  ftroy, 

•  His  real  griefs,  and  his  differabled  joy.' 

It  is  altogether  imprafticable  for 
married  people,  when  lb  unhappy  as  to 
have  any  real  or  imagined  caufe  of 
complaint  againft  each  other,  to  keep 
the  uneafinefs  they  labour  under  from 
being  vifible  to  the  world  -.  howeyer 
perfefl,  as  toother  things,  they  may  be 
in  the  art  of  diflimulation,  in  this,  (pite 
of  their  utmoft  endeavours,  the  fenti- 
ments  of  their  hearts  will  break  out ; 
every  look,  every  gefture,  betrays  the 
inward  pangs  they  feel ;  which  (hews 
that,  of  all  circumilances  of  difcontent, 
thofe  of  marriage  are  with  the  mod  dif- 
iiculty  fuftained. 

Jenny  was  afterwards  informed,  that 
the  laft- mentioned  gentleman  was  one 
of  the  many  whom  it  is  not  in  the  power 
of  fortune  to  make  happy ;  that  he  took 
a  kind  of  gloomy  pleafure  in  creating 
to  himfelf  ideal  ills,  and  then  ftarted  at 
the  apparition,  which  nothing  but  his 
own  productive  fancy  had  conjured  up. 

His  wife  was  far  from  being  a  beauty; 
and,  as  to  her  pcrfon,  flie  had  received 
no  more  from  nature  than  would  juft 
ferve  to  make  her  pafs  for  not  difagree- 
able:  as  to  her  behaviour,  it  was  affa- 
ble andchearful,  but  withal  extremely 
modeft ;  for,  as  (he  never  affefted  a  top 
great  referve,  fo  (he  was  equally  free 
from  all  that  had  the  appearance  of  le- 
vity ;  but  neither  the  little  power  her 
eyes  had  of  captivating,  nor  the  prur 
dence  of  her  carriage,  could  hinder  him 
from  imagining  every  man  that  looked 
upon  her  had  a  di{honourable  defign 
towards  her,  and  alfo  that  (he  had  no 
difinclination  to  encourage  it. 

The  whole  of  the  entertainment  con- 
cluded with  a  kind  of  ball ;  and,  as 
there  were  more  gentlemen  than  ladies 
prefent,  the  cloudy  huiband,  with  two 
others,  retired  to  one  corner  of  the  room, 
and  fat  drinking  to  the  hsalji^fcif  thofe 
that  danced. 

It  was  by  mere  accident,  and  with- 
out the  leaft  defign  on  either  fide,  that 
Jemmy  had  for  his  partner  the  wife  of 
this  fufpicious  gentleman:  but;  if;Vva* 


pleafant  enough  for  thofe  who  fat  near 
him  to  oblerve  with  what  eagernefs  his 
eyes  purfued  each  motion  in  them, 
which  the  regulation  of  the  dance  re- 
quired. How  his  colour  changed  !  how 
his  lips  trembled  whenever  that  couple 
fet  to  each  other,  or  turned  hands!  It 
was  in  vain  they  (iiled  his  glai's,  and 
reminded  him  of  the  neglected  toa(t, 
though  it  was  even  that  of  the  Royal 
Family  :  he  thought  of  nothing  but  his 
wife  ;  and  feeing  her,  as  he  imagined, 
encouraging  the  dumb  court(hip  of  a 
perfon  who  would  invade  his  rights,  he 
had  no  longer  patience;  and  the  fecond 
dance  was  but  juft  led  up  when  he  rofe 
from  his  feat,  and  faid  he  mult  go  home, 
for  he  had  letters  of  importance  lo 
write,  which  till  that  moment  he  had 
forgot. 

This  putallindiforder.  The  gentle- 
man who  had  made  the  invitation  would 
fain  have  perfuaded  him  to  flay ;  but 
was  filenced  by  the  other  urging  the 
nece(rity  of  his  departure :  the  lady  then 
told  him,  with  a  great  deal  of  poiite- 
nefs,  that  if  they  muft  be  fo  unhappy 
to  be  deprived  of  his  company,  (he 
hoped  they  (hould  not  alfo  lofe  Mrs. 
-r— r,  who,  (he  fuppofed,  had  no  letters 
to  write. 

•  No,  no,  Madam!'  replied  he,  with 


very  great  emotion ;  •  my  wife  may 
•  ftay,  if  (he  thinks  proper;  I  do  not 
'  want  her,  not  11'  She  was  advanc- 
ing to  take  her  leave  while  he  was 
fpeakipg;  nor  would  fuffer  herfelf  to 
be  prevailed  upon,  by  all  the  lady  could 
fay,  to  ftay  behind  her  hu(band  :  but  it 
was  eafy  for  any  one  to  fee  her  inclina- 
tions took  the  contrary  part,  and  de- 
nied herfelf  the  fatisfaflions  fuch  good 
compa,ny  afforded,  merely  through  the 
appreh^nlions  of  paying  too  dearly  for 
it  when  (he  came  home. 

Thus  induftrio.ufly  do  fome  people 
labour  to  bring  on  what  mo(l  they 
would  avoid.  If  this  lady  had  been 
poffeffed  of  a  little  more  beauty,  or,  to 
fpeak  more  jultly,  had  (he  been  midrefs 
of  a  lefsfhareof  difcretion,  there  were, 
doubtlefs,  fpme  in  company  who  would 
have  been  excited,  by  the  jealoufy  of 
her  hufband,  to  have  attempted  that 
chaftity  h^  took,  fuch  ridiculous  niea« 
fur£s  to.preferve.. 

As-  it  was,  however,  the  behaviour 
of  the  hulband  ferved  to  render  bin* 
contemptible  in  the  eyes  of  every  one; 
and  that  of  tb^wifc  to  give  her  charms* 

which 
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*  you  may  now  eafily  perceive  the  ad-i 

*  vantage  it  is  to  us  not  to  hurry  our- 


which  otherwiTe  could  not  have  been 
remarked  in  her. 

The  farcafins  paffed  on  this  unhap- 
py,  felf-tormented  gentleman, would  be 
too  tedious  to  repeat ;  yet  were  much 
'  fliorter  than  they  otherwiTe  would  have 
been,  if  the  muikk's  fprightly  ibunds 
had  not  reminded  the  company  that 
their  feet  at  that  time  demanded  more 
employment  than  their  tongues. 

It  is  not  to  be  doubted  but  that,  on 
£roing  home,  every  one  made  their  leve- 
ral  remarks  on  what  they  had  fcen;  but 
the  mind  of  Jemmy  was  affected  by  it 
in  a  particular  manner,  as  he  confidered 
all  that  had  prefented  itfelf  to  him  that 
day,  concurred  to  make  up  one  great 
inltruftive  lelTon  for  himfelf. 


CHAP.     VIII. 

WILL  OCCASION  VARIOUS  SPECt;- 
LATIOxNS  IN  THE  INQUISITIVE 
READER. 

WHEN  our'pair  of  lovers  came 
to  relate  mutually  to  each  other 
the  foregoing  narratives,  they  were  both 
of  opinion,  that  moil  of  the  difagree- 
ments  that  happened  in  marriage  were 
occafioned  chiefly  by  the  parties  enter- 
jng  into  thatftale  too  early  and  too  pre- 
cipitately. 

<  If  your  friends,  who  now  fo  much 

*  rejoice  in  being  reunited,'  laid  Jenny^ 

*  had  taken  care,  before  marriage,  to 
'  attain   thofe  qualifications    neceffary 

*  for  the  performance  of  the  duties  re- 
^  quired  from  their  refpeftive  ftations, 

*  they  would  probably  never  have  fallen 

*  into  thofe    errors   which    occafioned 

*  their  feparatio.n. 

■  *  Nor  would  their  gueft,'  continued 
flie,  '  be  fo  unreafonably  jealous  of  hi« 

*  wife's  condud,  if,  previoully  to  his 

*  becoming  a  huiband,   he  had  made 

*  himfelf  well  acquainted  with  her  prin- 

*  ciples  and  dilpolition,and  aifo  equal- 

*  ly  fo  with  his  own  humour.' 

'  Nor  would  Mrs.  Marlove,' replied 
Jemmy,  '  if  Ihe  had  at  all  ftudied  the 

*  temper  of  mankind,  been  fo  vain  as 

*  to  expe£l  the  fame  fubniiffion  from 

*  her  hufband  as  (lie  received  from  him 

*  while  her  lover;   much  lefs  have  pre- 

*  tended  to  contradift  him  in   things 

*  where  it  w^s  not  her  province  to  in- 

*  terfere.' 

*  Right,'  refumed  (he,  fmiling;  •  and 


'  felves    into    v^edlock,   as    too   many 

*  people   do,   without  refle^ing  Vv-hat . 

*  they  are  about,  or  being  any  way  pre- 

*  pared  to  make  the  noolefit  eafy.' 

'  Then  you  perfjil  in  yourrefolution,' 
rejoined  Jemmy,  *  of  not  being  mar- 

*  ried  yet-a- while?'  To  which  /he  an- 
fwering  in  tlie  affirmative,  and  repeat- 
ing the  arguments  (he  had  before  made 
ufe  of  in  her  vindication,  he  readily- 
enough  yielded  to  the  jultice  of  her 
reafon  ;  but  that  he  did  fo  was  not  fa 
much  owing  to  his  difcretion  as  to  an* 
other  motive,  which,  though  Jenny  was 
ignorant  of,  it  is  not  conveuieut  that 
the  leader  lliould  be  Co. 

He  had,  in  reality,  met  with  fome  ad*- 
ventures  of  late,  which  had  given  hi  in 
too  high  a  relifn  for  the  modiflr  plea^ 
fures  of  the  town  for  him  to  be  able  to 
quit  them  without  reluctance,  and 
which,  he  had  too  much  good  lenle  not 
to  know,  it  would  ill  become  him  to 
indulge  the  purfuit  of  after  he  fliould 
be  a  married  man. 

Among  the  many  places  of  diverfion 
this  great  and  luxurious  town  abounds 
with,  Lady  Racket's  affembly  has  been, 
always  looked  upon  as  the  moft  general 
rendezvous  for  all  the  young  and  gay 
of  both  fexes. 

Jemmy  went  frequently  thither:  and 
it  happening  that  one  evening  the  com- 
pany playing  very  high,  he  was  Itripped 
of  all  the  money  and  bank-notes  he  had 
about  him,  which  amounted  to  a  confi* 
derable  fum. 

A  little  vexed  at  hisTill- fortune,  he 
•was  retiring  to  a  window  in  order  to 
compofe  himfelf,  when  the  found  of  a 
female  voice,  very  loud,  made  him  turn 
his  head  :  he  found  it  proceeded  from 
Liberia,  the  celebrated  Liberia,  who, 
having  been  playing  at  another  table, 
had  lolt  all  her  money,  and  had  not 
temper  to  bear  it. 

'  Was  ever  fuch  curfed  luck!'  cried 
flie,  ftarting  from  her  feat;  '  I  have  not 
'  a  iingle  Itake  left.  I  have  a  good  mind 

*  to  make  a  folemn  vo  w  never  to  touch 

*  a  card  again  !' — '  Patience,  patience, 
'  Madam  '.'  laid  Jemmy,  advancing 
towards  her;   *  behold  in  me  your  bro- 

*  ther  in  afiliction  :  thefe  thmgs  will 

*  happen,  if  we  depend  on  the  blind 
'  goddefs.' — '  Have  you  loft  all  your 

*  money  too  ?'  demanded  (he.  '  Every 
'  duit,  upQn  my  foul  V  replied  he:  '  ic» 

I>  *  neither 
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*  neither  of  us  have  any  thing  to  do  at 

*  prefent  but   to  obferve   the   fate  of 

*  others.' 

•  That  would  be  an  iiifipid  way  of 
killing  time,  indeed,'  faid  Ihe  :  *  fup- 
pofe  you  and  I  fliould  fit  down  to 
piquet,  as  \vc  are  both  in  the  fame 
condition,  and  can  play  with  nobody 
elfe?' — *  With  all  my  heart,"  an- 
fwered  he;   '  and  ftake  honour  againft 

*  honour/ — '  Perhaps  that  would  be 

*  juft  nothing  at  all,'  cried  {i)e,  laugh- 
ing.    '  I  dare  truft  yours,'  rejoined  he, 

*  if  you  will  put  the  fame  confidence  in 

*  mine.' 

'  It  would  be  ungenerous  in  me,'  re- 
plied fhe,  *  not  to  return  good  opinion 

*  with  good  opinion  :  but  I  think  it  is 
'  againli  the  rules  of  gaming  to  play 

*  merely  upon  credit ;  I  will  fet  my  fo- 

*  litaire  againft  that  ring  you  have  up- 

*  on  your  finger.' 

Jemmy  had  a  great  regard  for  this 
ring,  not  fo  much  for  the  intrinfick  va- 
lue'^of  it,  though  it  was  a  fine  diamond, 
as  becaufe  it  had  been  his  father's,  who 
had  given  it  to  him  fome  little  time  be- 
fore he  died:  a  mom.ent's  recolleftion, 
however,  ferved  to  make  him  know 
what  he  (hould  doon  thisoccafion;  and 
he  replied,  with  great  alertnefs — *  Ma- 
«  dam,  I  heartily  agree  to  your  propo- 
fal ;  with  this  provifo,  that,  which- 
ever of  us  is  the  winner,  the  ilakes 
may  be  redeemable  ;  nor  would  it  be 
fair  in  me  to  play  with  you  on  any 
other  terms,  as  your  folitaire  is  worth 
much  more  than  my  ring.' 
♦  Well,  it  fliall  be  juft  as  you  would 

*  have  it,'  replied  (lie:   '  twenty  gui- 

*  neas  fliall  be  the  event.'  To  which 
Jemmy  agreeing,  they  fat  down  to  a  ta- 
ble which  fome  company  had  juft  quit- 
ted :  ftie  plucked  off  her  folitaire,  and 
he  his  ring  ;  both  the  pledges  were  laid 
under  the  candleftick,  and  to  play  they 
went.  Fortune,  for  feveral  deals,  feem- 
ed  dubious  in  whofe  favour  fhe  ftiould 
decide;  but,  at  length,  after  a  hard- 
fought  battle,  gave  the  vi6lory  to 
•Jemmy. 

«  Was  ever  any  thing  fo  unlucky  ?' 
faid   (he  ;  *  but   I  will   not  give   out. 

*  Come,  Sir,'  continued  flie,  (huffling 
the  cards,  '  twenty  guineas  more  ;  or, 

*  if  you  pleafe,  thirty  :  I  (hall  then  ei- 

*  ther  be  indebted  fifty  pieces  to  you, 
«  or  have  a  claim  on  you  for  ten.' 

Jemmy  would  fain  have  perfuaded 
ler  to  give  pvcr  j  but  ihe  w<?uld  hear 


nothing  he  faid  on  that  fcore.  They 
cut  the  cards  ;  poor  Liberia  had  the  ad» 
vantage  of  the  deal,  but  was  nothing  a 
gainer  by  it ;  ftie  had  not  even  the  fatis- 
iaftion  of  a  fecond  Itruggle  ;  he  imme- 
diately produced  point,  queen,  and  qua- 
torze,  without  the  trouble  of  playing  a 
card. 

*  Confiifion!'  cried  (he,  burfting  in- 
to fears;  '  lure  all  the  ftars  in  the  firma- 

*  nient  have  confpired  againft  me !' 
With  thele  wouls  (he  rofe  from  the  ta- 
ble. *  You  have  won.  Sir,'  purfued 
(lie  ;  '  I  know  vour  direflion,  and  will 
'  fend  the  money  in  a  day  or  two.'  She 
ftaid  not  to  hear  what  anfwer  he  would 
make,  but  fiew  out  of  the  lOom  with  an 
air  which  denoted  the  utnioft  agitation 
of  mind. 

Liberia  had  a  great  (liare  of  beauty, 
and  Jemmy  of  good -nature  ;  the  liil- 
trefs  (he  appeared  in  rendered  her  more 
lovely  in  his  eyes  than  ever  he  had 
thought  her  ;  his  heart  was  that  inftant 
filled  with  emotions  (he  had  never  be- 
fore infpiied  it  with  ;  he  followed,  v/ilh 
the  folitaire  in  his  hand,  and  overtook 
her  as  (he  was  pafling  through  a  room 
in  order  to  reach  the  ftair  cafe. 

*  Madam,'  faid  he  to  her,  «  I  cannot 

*  fuffer  that  beautiful  neck  (hould  be 

*  without  fo  becoming  an  ornament, 
'  even  for  the  fmalleft  (pace  of  time  ;  I 
'  beleech   you  therefore  to  refume  this 

*  jewtl,  and  alfo  to  affure  yourfelf,  that 

*  I  dare  take  vour  word  of  honour  as  a 
«  fufficient  ftcurity  for  a  much  greater 
'  fum  than  the  trifle  to  which  fortune 
'  has  juft  now  entitled  me.' 

«  No,  Mr.  Jeffamy,'  anfwcred  (lie; 
'  that  muft  not  be  :   my  lord  is  at  pre- 

*  fent  out  of  town  ;  or,  if  he  were  at 

*  home,  I  (liould  not  chufe  to  acquaint 

*  him  with  my  loffcs  at  play;  it  is  alfo 

*  improper  for  me  to  let  the  fteward 

*  know  any  thing  of  the  matter.  It  may 

*  be  longer  than   I  could  wi(h,  or  you 

*  perhaps  expeft,  before  I  can,  with  any 

*  convenience,difcharge  my  obligation; 

*  fo  defire  you   will  fay  no  more,  but 

*  keep  the  pledge  till  in  my  power  to 

*  redeem  it.' 

All  this  was  delivered  in  a  voice  fo 
broken  and  hefitating,  that  Jemmy  ea- 
filv  perceived  by  that,  as  well  as  by  her 
looks,  that  it  was  with  the  utmolt  re- 
luftance  (he  refufed  the  offer  he  had 
made,  though  her  pride  would  not  fuf- 
fer her  to  accept  of  it. 

Something, which  Uie  reader  will  pre- 

fently 
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l^nlly  difcover,  coming  that  moment 
into  his  head — *  Since  you  infill,  Ma- 
«  dam,'  iaid  he,  looking  tenderly  on 
her,  '  and  will  needs  force  me  to  retain 
«  fomething  of  yours  in  my  hands,  con- 
«  fent,  at  "leaft,  that  I  exchange  this 

*  mortgage  for  fome  other.  If  you  will 

*  permit  me  to  wait  on  you  home,  and 
look,  over  your  trinkets,  I  rtiall  cer- 
tainly find  fomewhat  that  will  pleafe 
me  as  well,  and  you  can  much  better 
fpare/ 

'   I  muft  not  reject  every  thing  you 

*  propofe,'  replied  (he, with  a  hulf  fmiJe; 
and  then  received  the  foiitaire  from  l;im, 
which  he  afliited  her  in  replacing;  and 
while  he  wns  doing  fo,  gave  her  neck  a 
gentle  preiTure,  wiiich  fhe  was  not  fo 
infenfible  as  not  to  know  the  meaning 
of. 

There  needed  no  more;  flie  gave  him 
her  hand  to  lead  her  down  ftairs  ;  her 
own  chair  waiting  in  the  hall,  (lie  went 
into  it,  and  he  followed  in  a  haCkney. 

On  coming  to  her  houfe,  fhe  conduct- 
ed him  direftly  to  her  dreffing-room, 
where  her  woman  being  fitting  at  work, 
file  bade  her  fet  a  bottle  of  wine  on  the 
table,  and  retire  till  called  for;  faying 
flie  had  fome  accounts  to  fettle  with 
that  gentleman. 

This  attendant  was  no  fooner  with- 
drawn, than  the  reduced  Liberia  opened 
a  little  cabinet,  which  contained  her 
jewels  :  '  Here,  Sir,'  cried  (he,  •  are  all 

*  the  toys  of  this  nature  I  am  miltiefs 

*  of.'  Jemmy  fc^rce  vouchfafing  a 
glance  towards  them,  replied — '  They 

*  muft  be  fine  indeed,  fince  ov/ned  by 
you;  and  muft  dazzle  the  fight  of  a 
man  lefs  knowing  than  I  pretend  to 
be  in  what  is  truly  valuable:  but  what 
is  all  the  lullre  they  can  boaft  while 
you  are  in  prefence  ?  How  faint  are 
the  rays  of  the  diamond  to  thofeyour 
eves  fend  forth  !  How  infipid,  how 
weak,  is  the  glow  of  the  ruby  to  thefe 
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He  began  this  fpeech  with  looking  in- 
tently on  her  face;  and  finding  nothing 
there  to  difcourage  his  attempt,  con- 
cluded with  throwing  his  arms  about 
her  waift,  and  giving  her  more  lively 
indications  of  his  fenfe  of  the  perfec- 
tions he  had  praifed,  than  all  in  the 
power  of  language  could  have  done. 

They  were  alone  ;  a  couch  was  in  the 
room  ;  (he  refitted  not  his  encroach- 
ments ;  and  one  moment  gave  him  the 
full  poiffffion  of  a  happinefs,  which  not 


half  an  hour  before  he  had  not  even  the 
leaft  thought  of  ever  foliciting. 

Scarce  had  he  time  to  exprefs  the 
tranfports  of  his  gratitude  for  the  un- 
hoped favours  he  had  received,  when 
Liberia,  hearing  the  found  of  voices  on 
the  ftairs,  rang  her  bell  to  know  wha 
was  there;  on  which  her  woman  im- 
mediately came  in,  and  told  her  that 
two  ladies,  wiio  had  been  at  Lady 
Racket's  affembly,  and  feeing  her  leave 
the  company  fo  abruptly,  had  called  tcj 
know  theoccafion,  fearing  (lie  might  be 
indifpofed. 

*  Lord  !    how   impertinent  is  fome 

*  people's    friendfhip!'  cried  Liberia. 

*  Why  did  you  not  tell  them  I  was  well, 
'  but  very  bufy  ?' — « I  did  (b.  Madam,* 
replied  the  other;  '  and  that  you  was 

*  (hut  up  in  your  clofet  writing  lettersj 

*  but  they  inllfted  on  feeing  you,  ran  up 
'  ftairs  in  fpite  of  me,  and  are  now  in 
'  the  drawing-room.' 

'  Well,  there  is  no  remedy  for  thefe 
«  things,'  faid  (he  ;  '  I  muft  go  to  them, 
'  or  they  will  burft  in  upon  me  here.— « 
'  You  will  excufe  me,  Mr.  Jeffamy;  it 
'  is    highly  improper  you    (liould    be 

*  feen  :'  then  turning  to  her  woman—* 

*  fliew  him  down  the  back- ftairs,'  add- 
ed (lie,  'with  as  little  noife  as  you  can.' 

She  faid  no  more,  but  went  out  of 
the  room  to  receive  her  company  ;  and 
Jemmy  fuftered  himfclf  to  be  conduilil:- 
ed  by  her  woman  in  the  manner  (lie  had 
ordered. 


CHAP.     IX. 

HAS     SOMETHING    IK     IT     OF     THE 
M.-\RVELLOUS, 

THOUGH  Jemmy  had  as  fmall  a 
(hare  of  vanity  in  his  compofirioa 
as  any  man  that  ever  lived,  yet  it  would 
have  been  a  thing  almoft  l^upernatural 
in  him,  if  an  adventure,  fuch  as  he  had 
juft  now  met  with,  had  not  elated  a 
heart  as  unexperienced  as  was  his.  Li- 
beria was  a  woman  otdiitinftion, young, 
beautiful,  and  had  every  requilite  to 
render  her  the  delight  and  admiration 
of  mankind;  to  what  elfe,  then,  but  a 
peculiar  liking  of  his  perfon  and  beha- 
viour, could  it  feem  poflible  to  him  to 
impute  the  c-ancefTions  (he  had  made? 

It  is  not  to  be  underftood,  however, 

that  the  pleafmg  fenfition  he  felt  at  this 

event  proceeded  from  the  gratification 

©a  of 


ts 


jEMMY    AND    JENNY    JESSAMY. 


cf  any  padlon  lie  had  entertained  for 
the  lady,  who  I'o  highly  had  obliged 
liim  :  on  the  contrary,  his  nffe6tioii  for 
Jenny  was  a  fure  defence  from  the  at- 
tacks of  any  other  charms  ;  he  had  of- 
teii  fecn  Liberia,  had  thought  her  a  fine 
woman,  as  every  one  did  ;  but  he  had 
revcr  been  touched  with  the  leaft  (park 
cf  an  amorous  deilre  on  her  account  ; 
nor,  on  looking  on  her,  had  even  con- 
fidered  the  diffeience  of  fexes.  But 
though  what  had  happened  between 
them  was  merely  cafuai  on  his  fide,  yet 
he  could  not  help  believing  that  it  was 
a  previous  inclination  on  her's  which 
Hlone  could  have  excited  her  to  aft  in 
the  manner  fhe  had  done. 

The  hurry  in  which  they  were  com- 
pelled to  part  took  from  him  all  op- 
portunity of  teftifying  that  defire  cf 
continuing  a  correfpondence  with  her, 
which  otherwife  he  thought  (be  would 
have  had  reafon  to  expeft  ;  and  which 
even  gratitude,  politenefs,  and  even 
common  good-nature,  would  have  ex- 
aiSled  from  him. 

He  therefore  went  the  next  morning 
to  her  houle,  certain  in  his  mind  of 
meeting  with  a  reception  fuitable  to  the 
kindnefs  fhe  had  given  him  fuch  proofs 
of  the  night  before.  She  was  juft  dref- 
Ilsd,  and  going  to  court;  but,  on  his 
fending  up  his  name,  gave  orders  for 
his  admittance  J  thefervant,  who  intro- 
duced him  withdrawing,  he  approached 
to  falute  her  with  the  air  and  freedom 
of  a  favoured  lover. 

But  how  unfpeakabie  was  his  fur- 
prize,  when,  going  to  take  her  in  his 
arms,  file  ftarted  back,  and  with  a 
countenance  all  awful  and  auftere— 
«  Hold  off.  Sir,'  faid  (he  ;  '  this  is  a  fa- 

*  niiliarity   neither   becoming  you   to 

*  take,  nor  me  to  grant.'  The  confu- 
iion  he  was  in  not  permitting  him  to 
jnake  any  immediate  reply — *  I  do  not 

*  now,'  continued  (he,  '  owe  fifty  pieces 

*  to  you.' 

■  •  No,  Madam,'  replied  he,  a  little 
recovering  bimfelf  j  *  but  yoii  owe  me 
'  a  heart  in  leturn  for  that  I  have  de- 

*  voted  to  you.'—'  I  have  nothing  to 

*  do  with   your  heart,'  refumed  fhe; 

*  and,  as  for  mine,  it  is  my  hufband's 
*■  due.' — '  If  you  really  thitik  lb.  Ma- 

*  dam,'  cried  he,  '  wherefore  did  you 
<  flatter  me  laft  night  with  having  Co 

*  larg«  a  part  ?' — «  What  happened  laft 

*  night,'  lai<l  fhe,  '  was  merely  acci- 
5  UeuLal ;  I  had  lofl  all  my  money,  autl 


'  the  debts  we  contraft  at  play,  yoit 
know,  aredebts  of  honour;  butwheie 
my  own  is  not  concerned,  be  afTurcd 
I  (hall  always  have  a  juft  regard  for 
that  of  my  huft)and.' 
In  fpite  of  the  conftertiation  Jemmy 
v^as  in,  he  could  not  refrain  fmiling  at 
thediftiiiclion  this  lady  made;  and, with 
an  air  which  h;id  fomethingof  contemp- 
tuous in  it — '  I  thought,  Madam,'  faid 
he,   •  that  the  honour  of  the  hufband 
*  and  the  wife  had  always  been  infepa- 
'  rable.' 

•  They  are  fo,  I  allow,'  anfwered 
file;  '  hut  neceffity  foinetimes  compels 
a  woman  to  do  what  otherwife  fhe 
would  not  he  guilty  of:  therefore  I 
beg  you  will  think  no  mote  of  what 
has  happened  ;  it  was  a  foolifti  affair, 
indeed  ;  but,  as  it  cannot  be  recalled, 
ftiould  be  forgotten.' 
He  was  about  to  mske  fome  reply, 
which  it  is  likely  would  not  have  been 
very  pleafing  to  her,  but  flie  went  to 
the  dcor,  and  called  to  know  if  the 
chariot  was  ready;  and  being  told  it 
was—'  Adieu,  Mr.  JefTamy,'  "laid  flie; 
I  am  obliged  to  attend  the  prlncef^. 
I  hope,  whenever  we  meet,  you  will 
always  treat  me  as  the  wife  of  Lord 


She  had  no  fooner  fpoke  thefe  words, 
than  flie  fliot  like  lightning  out  of  the 
room,  leaving  Jemmy  in  a  fituation  of 
mind  not  eafy  to  be  defcribed,  or  even 
conceived,  by  any  one  who  has  not  been 
under  the  fame  circumftances. 

It  was  not  that  his  pride  was  fo  much 
mortified  at  this  unexpc^^ed  rebuff,  as 
his  comprehenfion  was  confounded  at 
it's  being  given  :  the  more  he  endea- 
voured to  fathom  the  myfterious  mean- 
ing, the  more  he  was  ahforbed  in  won- 
der; in  fine,  he  knew  not  what  to  think, 
nor  by  what  motive  to  account  for  a 
proceeding  I'o  ftrange,  fo  contradictory 
to  the  very  nature  of  the  fex. 

The  firft;  fhock  of  any  thing  is  verjr 
difficult  to  be  concealed  ;  the  fpirirs, 
when  fuddenly  alarmed,  are  in  a  hurry 
for  a  while,  then  fink  into  as  extreme  a 
languor.  Jemmy  dined  that  day  at  a 
tavern,  by  an  appointment  he  had  made 
with  fome  gentlemen  of  his  acquaint- 
ance; but  neither  their  conveil'ation, 
nor  the  glafs, which  went  brifkly  about, 
had  the  power  of  diifipatirg  his  chagrin, 
or  driving  Liberia  entirely  from  his 
thoughts. 

The  Icaft  air  of  ftrioufnefs  in  perfons 
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of  TxTi  extraordinary  vivacity  cannot  fail 
cf  l>eing  taken  notice  of.  Jemmy  was 
looked  \if on  as  the  life  and  foui  of  all 
the-  company  he  went  into;  and  now  to 
find  him,  inftead  of  inTpiring  others 
with  good- humour,  ftand  in  need  of  be- 
ing inipired  himfelf,  ninde  every  onede- 
firoiis  of  knowing  what  had  occafioned 
this  fudden  transformation  ;  but  the  af- 
fair was  not  a  thing  to  be  talked  on, 
and  he  evaded  giving  any  dueSi  anfwtr 
Co  the  queftions  put  to  him  on  this  head. 

He  did  not  long,  however,  prefervea 
taciturnity  on  this  occafion,  which  was 
pretty  painful  to  him:  the  company 
being  broke  up,  and  only  one  gentle- 
man, with  whom  he  had  a  greater  inti- 
macy than  with  any  of  the  others,  flay- 
ing behind,  he  could  not  forbear  fjieak- 
itig  of  what  fo  much  engrofled  his 
thoughts.  In  fine,  he  related  to  him 
the  whole  Itiftory  of  his  late  whimfical 
adventure,  concealing  only  tiie  name  of 
the  hei-oine  concerned  in  it. 

Eui  how  Itrangely  was  hedifappoint- 
cd,  when,  inftead  of  hearing  his  friend 
exprefs  I'omeafionifiiment,  as  heexpeft- 
ed  he  would  have  done,  at  an  event  fo 
new  and  uncommon,  he  only  burd  in- 
to fuch  a  violent  fit  of  laughtei"  as  hin- 
diM-ed  him  from  fpeaking  for  fome  mo- 
ments ! 

«  What!'  cried  Jemmy;  *  the  ftory 

*  I  have  been  telling  you  is  too  rcman- 
'  lick  to  be  believed  ;  and  you  l'iifpe<5> 
'  I  have  been  endeavouring  all  tiiis 
'  while  to  impofe  upon    your  under- 

*  ftanding  an  invention  of  my  own,  in 

*  the  roojn  of  a  real  f.'.fl  ?' 

*  No,  upon  my  won','  replied  the 
other;  *  I  am  fo  confident  of  the  truth 

*  of  ail  you  have  repeated,  that,  upon 

*  occafion,  I  would  be  your  vouclier  for 

*  every  particular  of  it :  but  what  made 
«  ri-.e  fo  rtierry  was,  the  great  care  you 
'  have  taken  in  keeping  the  r.ame  of 
<  this  fine  la(fy  a  fecret.  What  will 
«  you  fay  now,'  continued  he,  '  if  I 

*  tell  you  at  once,  that  I  am  ceitain  no 

*  woman  but  Liberia  is  capable  of  be- 
'  having  ill  the  iiianner  you  have  de~ 
»  fcribed?' 

Liberia herftrlf  hsd  fcarce  givpn  Jem- 
itiy  more  fui'prize  than  his  friend  did  in 
thfentioning  her  as  the  perfon  they  were 
talkingof.  '  Liberia!' cried  he.  'What 

*  h?A»e  1  fiid  to  raife  fucli  a  conje6lure 

*  in  yolJ?' 

'  Nothing,  upon  my  foul !'  anfwer- 
■crf  th'eot.h«r;  '  you  hayc  nothjtigtc  ac- 


'  cufe  yourfelf  of  in   this  point,  and 

*  luight  liave  told  the  ftory  to  fivehun- 

*  dred  people  without  one  of  them  be- 

*  ing  able  to  guefs  at  the  woman.  It-is 
'  not  my  penetration,  but  my  experi- 

*  ence,  has  let  me  into  the  fecret  of  this 

*  matter:  and,  to  make  you  mafter  of 
'  another,  I  muft  tell  you,  that  I  have 

*  been  beforehand  with  you.' 
Jemmy  not  perfe6l!y  comprehending 

thefe  words,  alked  what  he  meant, 
'   It  happened,'  faid  he,  '  the  other  day, 

*  that  one  evening  I  played  at  the  fame 
'  table  with  this  extraordinary  lady:  I 
'  fwept  the  ftakes,  and  file  being  outof 
'  cadi,  we  \vent  on  upon  credit ;  For- 

*  tune  v/as  ftill  on  my  fide  ;  (he  loft  a 

*  confiderable  fum  to  me,  which  I  had 

*  the  fame  equivalent  for  that  fhe  be- 

*  (towed  on  you  ;  and  when  I  waited 

*  on  her  fome  days  afterwards,  in  or- 

*  der  to  repeat  my  devoirs,  received  al-" 
'  (o  jult  the  fame  repulfe  you  did;  and 
'  found  that  it  was  her  humour — no 

*  play,  no  love.' 

'  Then  neither  of  us,' cried  Jemmy, 
'  are  obliged  for  the  favours  we  have 
'  received  to  an  amorous  inclinatioa 
'  on  her  part?' — '  No,  faith,'  replied 
his  friend  ;  '  I  rather  take  her  to  be  one"! 
'  of  the  infenfibles  that  way  :  but  her  \^ 
'  Iiift  for  gaming  is  infatiate;  fltewould 
<  be  eternally  at  it ;  there  all  the  paf- 
'  fions  of  her  foul  are  centered ;  and 
'  thoi'gh  at  prefent  a  prcfefTed  enemy 

*  to  religion,  would  be  the  greatefide- 
'  vdtee  imaginable,  were  (he  once  per- 
'  fuaded  there  were  gaming-tables  in 
'  heaven. 

«  In  fine,  my  dear  Jemmy,'  purfucd 
he,    '  the  cafe  Hands  thui  :  (i\e  lofea 

*  moie  at  play  in  one  month,  perhaps,. 
'  than  the  rent-roll  of  Lord  ***'$  eitate 

*  produces  in  a  year  ;  and  being,  either 
'  through  fear  or  tendernefs,  unwilling 

*  to  make  him  acquainted  with  her  ill- 
'  luck,  prudently  takes  the  method  you 
'  and  I  have  experienced  of  fatisfving 

*  the  winners,  and  thinks  herfelf  no  ill 

*  vvife  in  fo  doing;  fihce  .'he  forfeits 
'  her  hufband's  honour  only  to  preferve 

*  his  peace,  and  never  repeats  her  tranf- 
'  grefiion  with  the  fame  rhan,  unlefs 

*  compelled  to  it  by  a  fecond  necellity 

*  of  the  like  nature.' 

Jemmy  being  now,  by  this  detail, 
entirely  freed  from  the  perplexity  of 
thought  which  the  firft  furprize  at  the 
ftrangenefs  of  Liberia's  behaviour  had 
involved  hi.ii  in,  it  is  not  to  be  doubt- 
ed 
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ed  but  that  tliefe  two  young  genilemen 
were  pleafant  enough  en  the  aiFair  in 
qiieftion,  and  mutually  laughed  at  each 
other  for  tlie  difappointmenc  each  of 
them  had  received,  in  imagining  they 
had  been  fevoured  with  a  peculiar  lik- 
ing by  that  lady. 

Neither  of  t!>em  having  anj'  eng:;ge- 
ments  on  their  hands,  they  palTed  the 
whole  evening  together  till  the  night 
•was  very  far  advanced,  and  called  thtin 
To  repoie  ;  during  all  which  time  little 
eife  but  Liberia  was  talked  on. 

But  as  the  repetition  of  a  converfa- 
tlon,  founded  on  fucli  a  topick,  niigiit 
not  be  very  agreeable  to  fucii  of  our 
readers  as  we  Ihould  be  melt  itudioi-.s 
toobligej  and,  hendes,  would  not  be  at 
all  material  to  the  bufincfs  of  this  hif- 
tcry;  we  may  reafonably  hope  being 
eafiiy  excufed  for  pafiing  it  over  in  fi- 
lencc. 


C  K  A  P.     X. 

affords  but  small  matter  of 
entertainment;  yet,if  well 
considered,    may   e  e  o  f    s i n  - 

GULAfe.  USE  TO   SOME   READERS. 

THERE  is  a  certain  haughty  fur- 
lincls  almoft  inherent  to  old  age, 
\vhich  will  not  let  people,  vi'heii  they 
come  to  beany  tiling  advanced  in  years, 
allow  the  leail  fliare  of  underftanding 
in  thofe  of  a  younger  fort;  they  treat 
them  as  mere  idiots,  incapable  of  com- 
paring, judging,  or  even  of  knowing 
tight  fromAvrong. 

But  fhis  is  a  partiality  which  betrays 
that  want  of  diicerniHcnt  in  themlelves 
•which  they  accufe in  others.  If  youth,, 
through  too  much  fire,  is  addicled  to 
vanity,  rafhnefs,  and  impetiioiityi  age, 
tiuough  too  much  phlegm,  is  no  lefs 
liable  to  peeviflinds,  obitinacy,  and 
pride:  in  both  the  faults  of  conftitu- 
tinn  have  but  too  great  an  effeft  upon 
the  will,  arid  deprive  reafon  of  half  it's 
I'orce. 

The  faculties  of  the  mind  certainly 
decay,  and  grow  weaker  in  proportion 
as  the  vigour  of  the  body  is  impaired; 
a  keennefs  of  conception,  a  rcadinefsof 
thought,  and  what  is  generally  called 
v\'it,  are  the  gifts  of  youth;  when  the 
organs,  through  which  the  foul  is  faid 
to  operate,  are  in  their  full  Ihtngth  as 
suture  made  tbero,  uuoblh  ucied  by  dif- 


eafes,  and  unworn  by  time.  Age  *i 
clijefly  wife  by  experience,  and  by  im- 
proving thofe  obfervations  which  a  long^ 
ftries  of  years  had  treafured  up.  It 
mull  therefore  be  allowed,  that  youncr 
people  aie  far  from  being  incapable  of 
n.aking  the  moll  Juft  reflexions ;  but 
the  baits  of  fenfe,  the  excitements  of 
plenfure,  and  the  whirl  of  a  thoufand 
different  paflfjons,  which  inceflantlv  agi- 
tate the  ideas,  prevent  thofe  reflections 
from  making  any  lading  imprefTion, 
and  confequently  from  being  of  any 
real  ufe  in  legulating  their  a6lions;  fo 
that  they  can  be  faid  to  be  dii'creet  only 
by  (iarts;  and  it  is  in  tiiis  alone  that  all 
the  bcalted  advantages  of  age  confirt. 

Nothing  was  ever  more  Itriclly  true 
than  what  that  celebrated  poet,  Mr. 
Drvden,  fays,  when,  fpeaking  of  the 
difference  between  youth  and  age,  he 
expreiTes  the  whole  fenfe  of  the  argu- 
ment in  thefe  two  equally  elegant  and 
comprehenfive  lines. 

'  Experience  vainly  in  our  youth  is  fought; 
'  AnJ,     by   age    purchased,    is   too    ocarly 
*   bought.' 

Our  jemmv  was  one  of  thofe  wha    i 
never  did  any  thing  which  reafon  could    I 
condemn,  without   being  immediately  • 
felf-convi£led  and  ailiained  of  his  error;  : 
though,  as  I  faid  before,  through   the  I 
fireot  youth,  the  enchantments  of  plea-   "* 
Jure,  and  the  prevalence  of  example, 
he  could  not  avoid   falling  again  into 
the  fame.     As  to  play  in  particular, 
without  any  extraordinary  propenlity 
of  his  own,  he  was  frequently  drawn 
in  to  make  a  party  at  feveral  gaming- 
tables, both  private  and  publick;  vet 
did  he  never  refleft  on  what  money  he 
had  loft,  without  being  convinced  he 
could  not  have  difpofed  of  it  in  aworfe 
way;  nor  did  he  ever  win  of  any  gen- 
tleman, whofe  circumftances  he  knew 
could  not  well  bear  a  diminution,  with- 
out being  fliocked  to  the  foul  for  hav- 
ing been  one  of  thofe  who  had  contri* 
buted  to  his  misfortune. 

He  was  perfcfliy  fenfible  both  of  the 
vice  and  folly  of  gaming,  as  at  prefent 
praflifcd  among  almoft  all  degrees  of 
people;  and  Hood  amazed  whenever  he 
recollected,  that  he  had  feen  men  of  the 
firft  figure  and  fortune  in  the  kingdom 
not  only  condefcend  to  mix  in  com- 
pany with  the  common  /harpers  and 
gamblers  of  the  town,  but  alfo  to  make 
uie  of  the  fame  low  arts  they  did,  ia 

erdec 
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t>r(Ter  to  force  chance,  as  it  were,  to  be 
their  friend. 

He  could  rot  think,  without  a  mix- 
ture of  pity  and  contempt,  on  thofe 
who,  neglefling  the  accounts  of  their 
eftatcs,  and  tailting  ail  to  their  Rew- 
ards and  bailiffs,  boafted  hew  well  they 
were  verfed  in  Mr.  Hoyle's  calculation 
in  the  cutting  of  a  pack  ot  cards,  and 
fwear  five  pieces  an  hour  was  too  fin;;!! 
pay  for  the  inftruftions  of  fo  learned  a 
doflor  in  the  great,  niyfterious,  and 
molt  polite  fcience  of  gaming. 

He  very  often  ran  over  in  his  mind 
all  the  various  amu  Cements  of  the  town; 
and  on  comparing  them  with  this  of 


gammg,  none 


of  them  feemcd  to  him 


t 


to  have  fo  fmall  a  plea  for  engrofTing 
either  the  time  or  attention  of  a  man  of 
fenfe  and  honour. 

'  Every  other  pleafure  or  diverllon,' 
faid  he  within  himfelf,  '  havefonicthing 
*  in  them  deferving  that  name;  they 
either  regale  the  fenfes,  or  cxercife 
the  bodv,  or  relieve  the  mind:   but 
gaming'is  the  contrary  of  all  thefe ; 
it  impedes   the  gratification    of  our 
moit  natural  appetites,    it  enervates 
the  limbs  with  too  long  fitting,  it 
racks  the  brain  with  cares,  it  fills  the 
bofom  with  anxieties,  and,   in    fine, 
is  a  fatigue,  which,  were  it  not  the 
effefl;  of  our  own  free  choice,  would 
be  intolerable. 
'  Nor  is  this  all,'  would  he  fome- 
times  add:  '  an  inordinate  love  of  gam- 
ing certainly  proceeds  from  avarice, 
the  mod  fordid   pailion  of  the  heart, 
and  confequently  deftroys  all  that  is 
generous,  noble,  and  fincere;  deadens 
that  fecial  feel,  that  kindly  warmth, 
which  nature  has  implanted  in  us  to- 
wards our  fellow- creatures;  and  ren- 
ders the  mnn  devoted  to  this  vice  ca- 
pable of  no  other  wifli  than  to  enjoy 
the  infamous  triumph  of  bearing  off 
the  fpoils  of   him    he  plays  againit, 
though  it  fliould  even   happen  to  be 
on^  he  calls  his  friend,  or  one  who 
muft  be  entirely  ruined  by  the  lofs  of 
what  he  is  now  in  pofftflion  of,  through 
the  favour  of  fortune,  or  a  fuperior 
(kill  in  the  deftruflive  art.* 
He  concluded  from  all  this,   that  to 
\)ndo  others,  or  to  be   undone   one's 
felf,  was  the  almoft  certain  confequence 
of  gaming  high;  for  which  reafon  he 
made  many   refolutions  to  avoid  it  as 
much  as  poflible;  and  indeed  perftfted 
in  them  wore  than  could  be  well  ex- 


pected from  a  man  of  his  gay  temper, 
and  who,  by  the  company  he  keptj  was 
continually  furrounded  with  tempta- 
tions of  that  fort. 

But  if  he  thought  the  love  of  play  fa 
pernicious  a  thii'.g  in  thole  of  his  own 
fex,  in  what  light  muft  he  behold  it  in 
regard  to  thofe  of  the  other  ?  He  had 
rtad  Tome  old  mufty  authors,  who  main- 
tained that  mcdeity  was  a  peculiar  cha- 
nfleriftick  of  womanhood;  that  an  in- 
nocence of  deportment  was  the  chief 
beauty  of  a  virgin;  and  ceconomy  in 
priva'e,  and  a  decent  referve  in  publick, 
that  of  a  married  woman:  and  he  could 
not  get  it  out  of  his  head  but  that  thefe 
maxims  weie  jull  contrary,  as  they 
weie  to  v.'hat  he  had  feen  praiStifed  at 
play  by  fome  ladies,  who  pafs  for  pat- 
terns of  politenefs  andfaihionablegood- 
breeding;  and  in  comparing  the  diffe- 
rence, he  could  not  forbear  crying  out 
— '  Sure,  when  thefe  books  were  wrote-; 

*  gaming  was  a  thing  never  heard  cf 

*  among  women  !' 

Thefe  having  always  been  his  no- 
tions, it  could  not  be  otherwife  but 
that  theexanipleof  Liberia  muft  greatly 
contribute  to  fortify  them  iniiim,  as 
he  now  experienced  what  he  had  many 
times  been  told  by  thofe  better  ac- 
quainted with  the 'ladies,  that  thofe 
debts  which  are  called  debts  of  ho- 
nour, are  often  difcharged  by  lofs  of 
honour. 

'  What  an  amiable   figure  an    life 

*  might  this  woman  make,'  faid  he, 
fpeaking  of  Liberia,  ♦  if  it  were  not 
'  for  this  mad  attachment  to  gaming! 

*  I   dari;  believe  fue  has  no  vicious  in- 

*  c'.inationsof  her  own;  and  her  quality 
'  and  marriage  with  Lord  ***  defenil 
'  her  from  all  impertinent  addrelfes  of 
'  our  fex.     How  Itrange,  then,  is  the 

infatuation  which  compels  her  to  run 
the  fatal  lifquc  of  being  reduced  to 
yield  tafuch  condifcenfions  as  ether- 
wife  her  pride  would  fcorn,  and  liec 
virtue  (hudder  at !' 
He  never  ruminated  in  this  manner 
without  falling  immediately  after  into 
a  profound  reverie;  which,  whoever  had 
fecn  hrmin,  would  net  have  taken  him 
for  that  gay,  laughing,  fpiritous  crea- 
ture he  appeared  at  other  times:  but  it 
generally  happens,  that  perfons  of  that 
humour,  when  they  think  at  all,  think, 
more  deeply  than  thofe  of  a  heavy  and 
phlegmatick  difpot'tion. 

liie  many  miichiefs.  which  fome- 

times 
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times  befal  the  fair-fex,  by  indulging 
themlelves  in  this  dangerous  anuife- 
ment,  made  him  tremble  for  Jenny: 
lie  knew  (he  played  occafionally;  bnt 
though  he  had  never  heard  her  tefliTy 
any  extraordinary  pleafure  in  it,  yet  lie 
could  not  aiTure  himi'elf  that  (he  might 
not,  by  degrees,  be  drawn  into  a  better 
liking  cf  It,  and  cor.fequently  become 
liable  to  the  fame  inconveniences  to 
which  fo  many  oihers  of  her  fex  were 
every  day  fubjcfled. 

Love,  friendfhip,  and  the  confidera- 
tion  of  his  own  intereft  and  honour,  as 
Jenny  was  one  day  to  become  his  wife, 
obliged  him  therefore  to  do  every  thing 
in  his  power  to  prevent  fo  great  an  evil; 
nor  could  he  think  of  any  method  more 
effeflual  for  that  end,  than  by  remind- 
ing her,  in  a  delicate  way,  and  without 
feeming  to  do  it  with  deiign,  of  the  dan- 
gers to  which  women  who  love  play 
could  not  fail  cf  being  expofsd. 

He  had  no  fconer  thought  on  this, 
than  he  refolved  to  put  it  into  imme- 
diate execution;  and,  to  give  the  greater 
weight  to  what  he  intended  to  fay,  ran- 
facked  his  memory  tor  all  the  alarming 
circumftances  of  a  gaming-table,  that 
be  had  ever  feen  or  heard  of. 


CHAP.     XL 

A  LITTLE   MORE  TO  THE  PURPOSE. 

JEMMY  knew  that  his  fair  miftrefs 
kept  a  great  deal  of  company,  and 
that  moft  of  her  afternoons  were  taken 
up  with  giving  and  receiving  viiits: 
whenever,  therefore,  he  had  any  parti- 
cular converfation  toentertain  her  with, 
he  always  went  to  her  in  a  morning. 
The  bufinefs  he  iiad  to  communicate 
feeming  to  him  of  too  much  impoitance 
to  be  delayed,  his  impatience  carried 
him  thither  more  early  than  was  his 
cuftom;  yet  he  had  not  the  fatisfiiiSlion 
of  finding  her  alone;    the  two   lovely 

(laughters  of  Mrs,  G were  juft  gone 

lip  Itairs  before  him:  but  he  was  not 
;;iuch  difconccrted  at  their  prefence,  as 
he  faw  they  were  in  their  difliabille,  and 
he  could  not  doubt  but  that  the  hour  of 
the  day  would  foon  call  them  home,  in 
order  to  ornament  thofe  charms  which 
were  too  much  admired  not  to  make 
them  defirous  of  fiiewing  them  to  the 
bed  advantage,  whenever  they  appear- 
ed in  publick  places,  which  they  Icldom 


or  never  failed  to  take  all  opportunitieii 
of  doing. 

TheJe  ladies,  whofe  hiftory  it  is  pro- 
bable will,  fometimeor  other,  make  a 
Very  interefting  figure  in  the  world, 
were  diftinguiihed  more  by  the  name  of 
the  Two  Beautiful  Sillers  than  that  of 
their  f.uniiy  :  they  were,  indeed,  lovely 
beyond  what  language  can  defcribe,  or 
fancy,  witiiout  feeing  them,  delineate^ 
Botli  of  them  were  tall,  finely  (haped, 
of  a  moft  graceful  air,  had  the  moll  re- 
gular features  ;  eyes  at  once  command- 
ing and  attracting  l-jve  and  admiration  j 
and  fo  equally  had  Nature  dealt  ber 
bounties  to  thenij  that  hard  it  is  to  fay 
which  of  them  excelled  in  any  one  of 
thofe  perfetlions  which  each  poffcffed 
in  iol"vi(h  abundance. 

But  being  fo  alike  beautiful  was  cer- 
tainly a  misfortune  to  them;  for  eacit 
feeming  moft  lovely  when  the  other 
was  away,  yet  neither  of  them  having 
the  preference  when  together,  the  be- 
holaer's  eye  was  kept  in  continual  mo- 
tion, without  knowing  on  which  to 
fix  :  this  it  was  which,  joined  with 
ioiiie  other  confiderations  not  my  bufi- 
nels  to  enquire  into,  perhaps  kept  them 
much  longer  from  being  married  than 
many  who  have  not  the  thoufandtbpart 
of  their  power  of  charming. 

This  conlideration,  l\ovvever,  feemed 
to  have  but  little  weight  with  them : 
they  lived  in  the  moft  perfc6V  harmony; 
were  rarely  feen  afunder,  whether  at  the 
Play,  the  Opera,  the  Court,  the  Mall, 
Vauxhall,  Kanclagh  ;  in  all  places  of 
refort  they  were  infeparable  as  the  twin 
ftars  that  grace  the  zodiack. 

In  fine,  fo  much  the  lame,  in  every 
refpeft,  were  this  pair  of  charmers,  that, 
if  Mr.  Waller  had  lived  in  their  days, 
one  would  have  imagined  he  could  have 
no  other  in  his  eyes  vi^hen  he  wrote  thefe 
lines— 

*  Not  the  filver  doves  that  flv, 

•  Yok'd  in  Cytherea's  car; 

*  Not  the  wings  which  foar  lb  high, 

•  And  convey  her  Ion  fo  far; 

,    *  Are  lb  lovely,  fweet,  and  fair, 

•  Or  do  more  ennoble  love, 

*  Are  fo  choicely-match'd  a  pair, 

'  Or  with  more  confent  do  move.* 

Fortunately  for  Jemmy's  defign,  It 
fell  out  that  the  converfation  turned 
chiefly  on  the  fubjefl  of  gaming,  on 
account  of  a  certain  lady,  who,  having 

no 
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tto  more  than  five  and  twenty  hundred 
pounds  per  annum,  had,  according  to 
her  own  confefllon,  loft  nine  thoufand 
in  one  feafon  at  play. 

jenny  exprefled, with  fo  much  warmth 
and  ("pirit,  the  contempt  fhe  had  of  tiiole 
who  made  a  kind  ot  bnlinefs  or  trade, 
as  it  were,  of  this  amufenient,  as  Aiffi- 
ciently  denoted  the  fincerity  of  her  heart 
while  flic  was  I'pealcing,  and  gave  Jem- 
rny  an  infinite  fatisfaftion  in  hearing 
her. 

The  two  beautiful  fifters  made  but  a 
very  ftiort  vifit,  as  Jemmy  had  conjec- 
tured ;  and,  after  they. were  gene,  he 
refumed  the  topick  they  had  been  talk- 
ing on:  '  You  women,''  faid  he,  Imil- 
ing,  '  have  much  the  advantage  over 
'  us  men  ;  fome  of  you,  at  lealt,  have 

*  been  ingenious  enough  to  have  found 

*  out  a  very  eafy  method  of  difcharg- 
'  ing  all  the  debts  you  contraft  at  play. 

*  I  could  give  you,'  continued  he,  '  a 
«  thoufand  inftances  of  what  I  fay;  but 

•  ihall  content  myfelf  with  only  one, 
'   in  which  a  friend  of  mine  made  me 

•  the  confidante,  and  on  whofe  veracity 
«  I  dare  as  mx\c;}ii  dependuf-'ajf  I  had 
*•   been  in  his^n.-9»ce;    .4i^  V'o:  of  the 

♦  chief  parties  concerned  in  a.' 
Finding  Jenny  looked  earneflly  upon 

him  all  theTime  he  had  been  Ipeaking, 
and  ieemed  in  a  difpofition  to  give  at- 
tention to  every  thing  he  faid  upon  that 
fubjeft,  he  went  on,  and  related  to  her, 
with  as  much  brevity  and  modefty  as 
fuch  an  affair  would  permit,  all  that 
had  paflTcd  between  hmifeif,  Liberia, 
and  the  other  gentleman,  who  had  been 
a  ihartr  with  him  in  the  favour  of  that 
l.idy  ;  hiding  from  her  only  the  names, 
and  fome  few  circumftances,  which 
might  have  given  her  room  to  guefs 
more  than  he  wilhed  flie  (hould  do. 

Jenny  was  ftiocked  to  the  very  foul 
at  this  recital.  She  had  been  witnefs 
of  many  extravagances  that  women  v^dio 
■devote  themfelves  to  gaming  are  often 
guilty  of;  (he  knew  very  well  ih;^t  tiiey 
reduced  themfelves  to  great  ftreights, 
fometimes  even  to  the  total  ruin  of  their 
own  andhulband's  fortune;  but  could 
never  have  imagined  that  any  of  them, 
merely  for  the  fake  of  play,  would  hy ve 
proceeded  to  thofe  frightful  lengths  ftie 
now  was  told  of. 

After  having  exprefled  fome  part  of 
her  aftonilhment  and  indignation  at 
fuch  a  depravity  of  nature  —  *  Hov^ 
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*  ought,' cried  fhe,  *  every  one  to  guard 

*  againft   the  firft  approaches   of  this 

*  dangerous  propenfity  !'  And  then 
again — '  Blei's  me!'  added  fhe,  '  how 

*  can  any  one,   who  has  a   tongue  to 

*  fpeak,  and  common   fenfe  to  diiiVate 

*  whn  they  fay,  lavifh  thofe  hours  in 

*  gaming  whicii  might  be  pafled  in  an 

*  agreeable  and  improving  converfa- 
'  tion  ?    If  no  other  ill  confequences 

*  than  barely  lofs  of  time  attended  it, 

*  niethinks  it  were  enough  to  hinder 
'  any  one,  not  altogether  void  of  rea- 
'  fon,  from  purfuing,  with  the  eager- 


nefs  fome  do",  an  amufement,  at  the 


'  bell,  trifling  and  idle  !' 

It  is  not  to  be  doubted  but  that  Jem- 
my was  quite  tranfported  at  finding  iti 
his  fair  miftrefs  fentiments  fo  juft,  and 
foexa6lly  conformable  to  thofe  he  had, 
with  the  greateil  ardency,  wifhed  (he 
fliould  be  infpired  with:  he  had  no 
words  which  fcemed  to  him  fuificient 
topraife,  as  tliey  deferved,  her  prudence 
and  penetration ;  yet  faid  enough  on 
that  occafion  to  put  her  inodefly  to  the 
blulh. 

'  Do  not  fancy  me  to  be  poffeffed  of 
*  more  merit  than  I  have,'  anfwered 
file  :  *  I  believe  that  many  of  our  fex, 
with  as  little  inclination  as  myfelf  to 
play,  have  been  enticed  to  it  by  the 
examples  of  thofe  whom  we  are  fo 
filly  as  to  think  it  an  honour  to  imi- 
tate, even  in  their  vices.  Whatever 
we  fee  prp.iSlifed  by  thofe  of  the  great 
world  becomes  a  law  to  us  of  the  .in- 
ferior clafs  ;  and  I  can  tell  you,  that 
it  is  not  owing  to  my  own  judg- 
rrient,  but  to  mere  accident,  thacl  am 
brought  to  a  mere  reafonable  way  of 
thinking. 

*  You  muft  know,'  continued  flie, 
that  a  lady,  who  is  a  diitant  relation 
of  mine,  took  me  with  lier  one  even- 
ing to  the  route  of  a  peifon  of  condi- 
tion :  there  was  a  prodigious  deal  of 
company,  three  large  rooms  made  into 
one.  and  no  lefs  than  fourteen  tables 
let  out  for  different  forts  of  gaming. 
Every  body  played;  and,  though  I 
never  was  fond  of  cards,  yet  was 
afhamed,  in  fo  publirk  an  affembly, 
not  to  do  as  others  did  ;  fo  engaged 
myfelf  with  a  party  who  were  fitting 
down  to  whift.  Either  through  want 
of  fkill  or  attention,!  foon  lolf  twenty 
pieces,  which  was  all  I  had  about  in« 


at  ;hat  tiins 


but  having  no  notion 
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of  giving  over,  as  the  others  were  for 
continuing,  I  went  to  my  coufm,  who 
was  at  quadiille  at  another  table,  in 
order  to  get  a  frefh  fupply  from  her; 
but,  to  my  great  mortification,  found 
fhe  was  entirely  (tripped  as  well  as 
myfelf;  and  theie  was  none  of  the 
company  with  whom  I  was  intimate 
enough  to  become  a  borrower. 

•  I  muftconfefs,'  purfued  flie,  '  that 
I  then  was  filly  enough  to  be  heartily 
vexed  at  this  difappointment,  and  re- 
tired to  the  other  end  of  the  room,  de- 
bating within  myfelf  whether  Uhould 
not  go  quite  away,  or  fee  how  my 
ccufin  would  behave,  who,  1  found, 
was  ftill  at  play  with  the  fame  party 
flie  had  been  engaged  in.  As  I  was 
in  this  perplexity,  the  Earl  of****, 
who  had  betted  at  our  table,  and  been 
witnefs  both  of  my  ill-luck  and  pre- 

*  fent  confufion,  came  towards  me  ; 
and  putting  a  purfe,  that  feemed  very 
weighty,  into  my  hand,  which  he 
held  faft  grafped  between  both  his — 
It  is  pity,"  faid  he,  "  that  fo  fine  a 
*'  young  lady  (hould  be  deprived  of  her 
•'  diverfion  on  any  account  whatever, 
*'  much  lefs  on  that  of  a  little  paltry 
**  cafli  :  accept  thefe  few  pieces,  they 
"  may  be  more  lucky  to  you  than  your 
"  own;  but,  if  it"  prove  otherwife, 
*'  command  as  many  from  me  as  you 
"  /hall  ftand  in  need  of." 

'  I  proteft  to  you,'  went  (lie  ftill  on, 
that  I  was  fo  confounded  at  finding 
myfelf  accofted  in  this  manner,  that 
I  had  neither  courage  nor  prefeiiceof 
mind  enough  to  refent,  at  fiid,  foim- 
pudent  an  overture,  as  I  ought  to 
have  done;  and  it  was  the  fimplicity 
of  my  behaviour  which  perhaps  en- 
couraged him  to  proceed  :  for  I  only 
alking  what  his  lordfliip  meant,  he  t'e- 
plied,  with  an  air  and  voice  fufficient- 
iy  explanatory  of  the  bafe  thoughts 
he  had  of  me  —  "  I  mean  to  devote 
*'  myklf,  and  all  I  have,  at  the  altar 
*'  of  your  charms  ;  happy  if  you  fmile 
*'  upon  the  facrihce  !" 

*  Never  was  any  poor  creature  fo 
overwhelmed  with  different  pa(rions 
as  I  then  was !  Amazement,  fliame, 
difdain,  and  rage,  at  once  roi'e  in  my 
bofom,  and  almofl  (topped  the  paflage 
of  my  breath  I  I  forgot  all  refpe<5l  of 
his  birth  and  place;  and  throwing 
the  puj  Je  he  had  given  me  upon  the 
floor — •'  Caiiy  your  oiiers,"  faid  I, 


'  to  thofe  who  want  them  ;    I  defpif* 

*  both  them  and  the  hand  from  which 

*  they  came !" 

*  With  thefe  words  I  burft  from  him, 
and  rejoined  the  company.  My  con- 
fin  was  (till  playing,  having  borrowed 
of  fome  perfon  flie  was  acquainted 
with ;  and  I  kept  leaning  over  the 
back  of  her  chair  all  the  time  we 
(laid.  His  lordfhip  pa(red  by  me  more 
than  once,  and  difcovered  by  his 
looks  that  he  was  no  lefs  affronted  at 
my  behaviour  than  I  had  been  at  his; 
which,  contrary  to  what  it  is  likely 
his  vanity  might  make  him  imagine, 
gave  me  more  fatisfaflion  than  dif- 
content. 

*  I  was,  however,  very  much  agitated 
to  think  that  any  man,  how  great  fo- 
ever,  had  dared  to  treat  me  with  the 
freedom  he  had  done.  On  coming 
home,  I  complained  of  it  to  my  cou- 
lin  ;  but  (he  only  ridiculed  me  for  itj 
told  me  I  was  a  novice  in  the  ways  of 
the  town  ;  that,  if  (lie  had  been  in  my 
place,  (lie  would  have  taken  his  mo- 
ney, and  laughed  at  him  afterwards 
for  beto.'^'mg  it ;  f^r  which  I  liked 
her  fo  i,  ^^ir^ ,  I  lave^rt'er  fince  avoid- 
ed her  tj  much  Si  poifible. 

*  Thus  50U  fee,  my  dear  Jemmy,' 
added  (lie,  on  concluding  her  little  nar- 
rative, '  that  my  dillike  of  gaming  is 

not  owing  to  my  prudence  in  con- 
fidering  the  folly  of  it;  for  I  confefs 
I  never  thought  much  about  the  mat- 
ter, but  merely  to  Lord  *»  **'s  beha- 
viour; for  certainly  no  young  woman 
of  common  modefty,  if  treated  as  1 
was,  will  ever  indulge  herfelf  in  an 
amufement  that  renders  her  virtue  li- 
able to  be  expofed  to  fuch  infolent  at. 
tacks  i' 

It  was  not  in  the  power  of  all  (lie 
could  fay,  however,  to  make  Jemmy  de- 
fid  from  giving  her  the  prailes  (lie  de- 
ferved,  nor  from  entertaining  in  hij 
mind  the  higheft  idea  of  her  underltsnd- 
ing,  as  well  as  her  virtue;  infomuch 
that,  could  he  have  thought  himfclf 
equally  qualified  in  what  might  be  ex- 
pected from  a  hufband,  as  flie  was  in 
every  thing  that  could  be  wiflied  for  in 
a  wife,  he  would  have  feEn  no  reafon 
for  delaying  their  mutual  happinefs  for 
one  moment. 

Eut   a  jud  confcioufnefs   of  fome 
little  frailties  which  afforded  him   too 
much  pleal'uie  to  be  able  as  yet  to  rec- 
tify, 


JEMMY    AND    JENNY    JESSAMY, 


35 


tify,  made  him  forbear  to  prefs  her  on 
the  fubjei^l  of  their  marriage  for  the 
prefent. 

CHAP.    XII. 

COMTAINS  A  VERY  NOTABLE  IN- 
STANCE OF  FRIENDSHIP  A-LA- 
MODE. 

WHILE  ourloverswerethus en- 
deavouring to  form  their  minds 
in  fuch  a  manner  as  rtiould  enable  them 
to  render  each  other  perfeflly  happy 
when  they  ftiould  come  to  be  united  to- 
gether, there  were  not  wanting  fome 
who  made  it  their  chief  ftudy  to  con- 
trive the  means  of  feparating  them  for 
ever. 

Jemmy  had  contra6led  a  very  nume- 
rous acquaintance  fince  his  father's 
death,  many  of  whom  had  a  large  fhare 
of  his  efteem  and  friendfliip;  but  there 
was  one,  above  the  rell,  whofe  humour 
and  behaviour  he  was  particularly  taken 
with,  and  with  whom  he  converfed  with 
the  moft  unreferved  freedom. 

This  gentleman,  who  was  called 
Belipine,  was  defcended  from  a  very 
ancient  family;  and  had  been,  through 
the  extravagance  and  ill- management 
of  his  father,  deprived  of  a!l  that  ought 
to  heve  been  his  patrimony,  except  two 
hundred  pounds  a  year,  which  had  been 
fettled  upon  his  mother  by  way  of  join- 
ture, and  could  not  be  diffipated. 

He  had,  notwithftanding,  been  flat- 
tered with  the  expeftation  of  being  one 
day  in  pofleffion  of  an  eftate  of  near 
three  thoufand  pounds  per  annum,  be- 
ing the  undoubted  heir  of  an  uncle, 
who,  having  lived  a  batchelor  till  a  very 
advanced  age,  there  was  not  the  lealt 
probability  of  his  ever  changing  his 
condition,  much  lefs  of  his  having  any 
children,  even  in  cafe  fuch  a  thing 
fliould  happen  :  and  this  dependance  it 
was  that  hindered  him  from  being  bred 
Tip  to  any  bufinefs  or  profeflion,  and 
alfo  gave  him  an  air  of  Celf-fufficiency, 
in  fome  meafure,  conformable  to  the 
fortune  he  fo  reafonably  hoped  to  be- 
come mafter  of. 

This  uncle,  however,  to  the  furprize 
of  all  that  knew  him,  at  the  age  of 
eighty-tv,'o,  and  equally  laden  with  in- 
firmities and  years,  took  it  into  his 
head  to  marry  a  daughter  of  one  of  his 
tenants  in  the  country}  a  girl  fcarce 
nineteen. 


An  accident  fuch  as  this  could  not, 
when  it  happened,  but  give  a  very  great 
.  Ihock  to  Belipine,  as  he  could  not  af- 
fure  himfelf  but  that,  in  fpite  of  his 
tincle's  great  age,  a  child,  fome  way  or 
other,  might  come,  and  cut  him  off  at 
once  from  the  inheritance  he  had  been 
made  to  depend  upon.  Yet  did  he  not 
fuffer  his  I'pirits  to  fink  on  this  occa- 
fion  ;  he  rather  exerted  them  all,  in  or- 
der to  find  fome  means  to  remedy,  or 
at  leaft  to  abate,  the  afperity  of  this 
difappointment :  the  moft  feafjbleones, 
he  thought,  would  be  to  procure,  if 
pofllble,  fome  genteel  employment  about 
court ;  and,  at  the  fame  time,  make  his 
addreffes  to  fome  lady  cf  an  handfome 
fortune  for  a  wife. 

He  was  folicitingat  the  levees  of  the 
great  for  the  accomplifhment  of  his 
firft  projeft  ;  and  cafting  about  in  his 
mind  where  he  (houlddireft  his.  court- 
fliip  with  theutmoft  probability  of  fuc- 
ceeding  in  the  other,  when  he  com- 
menced an  acquaintance  with  Jemmy: 
chance  brought  them  at  firft  together; 
and  a  mutual  liking  of  each  other's  con-. 
verfation,  by  degrees,  grew  up  to  that 
intimacy  between  them  already  men- 
tioned. 

Jemmy  was  of  the  moft  open  com- 
municative difpofition  that  man  could 
pofiibly  be  ;  he  had  very  few  affairs  in 
life  which  he  made  fecrets  of  to  any  of 
thofe  whom  he  called  his  friends:  bnt 
with  Belipine  he  maintained  no  refervej 
he  made  him  the  confidante  of  all  his 
loofer  pleafiires  ;  his  foibles,  his  very 
thoughts,  were  not  concealed  from  him; 
it  therefoie  may  be  fuppofed  that  he 
difguifed  not  the  honourable  affcSi'ion 
he  had  for  Jenny;  the  care  that  both 
their  parents  had  taken  to  bring  them 
up  in  notions  of  being  united  together 
when  they  arrived  at  years  of  maturity; 
and  alfo  the  reafons  urged  on  her  fide, 
and  agreed  to  on  his,  for  delaying,  for 
fome  time,  the  celebration  of  their 
nuptials. 

As  his  heart  was  warm  with  a  paf- 
fion  which  duty,  and  the  cuftom  of  look- 
ing on  her  as  the  peifon  ordained  for  his 
wife,  had  at  firft  infpired  him  with,  and 
a  juft  fenfibility  of  the  many  amiable 
qualities  fhe  was  miftrefs  of  had  after- 
wards grer.tly  heightened  in  him,  he 
fpoke  of  her  in  a  manner  fufficient  to 
enflame  the  heart  of  the  hearer  with 
envy  at  his  happinefs  j  in  this,  indeed, 
it  mult  be  confeficd  that  he  Ihcwed  more 
E  2  fincerity 
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lincerity  than  prudence }  but,  as  one  of 
our  poets  obferves— 

*  Thofe  free  from  guile  tliemfelves,can  fcarce 

*   believe 

*  That  others  will  be  falfe.'^— 

Nor  was  this  all :  he  contented  not 
himfelf  with  giving  him  a  bare  idea  of 
what  (he  was  ;  he  introduced  him  to 
her  acquaintance;  he  frequently  made 
him  a  partner  in  his  vifits  to  her,  re- 
commending him  as  a  perfon  highly 
worthy  of  her  efteem  and  friendfhip; 
and,  in  fine,  fpckeof  him  interms  which 
obliged  her  to  treat  him  as  fuch  ;  little, 
alas!  fufpefting  that,  while  doing  this, 
he  was  whetting  the  edge  of  a  fword 
that  might  one  day  be  pointed  againfl; 
his  own  bofom. 

Bellpine  was  far  from  being  the  man 
the  honed  heart  of  Jemmy  miltoolc  him 
for:  he  was  pofTeflcd,  it  is  true,  of  many 
accomplishments  both  natural  and  ac- 
quired, but  had  no  fund  of  honour  or 
generofily:  he  knew  perfectly  how  to 
infinuate  himfelf  into  the  good  graces 
of  thofe  he  converfed  with;  but  thought 
himfelf  not  bound  to  make  an  adequate 
return  for  any  favours  he  received  from 
them;  all  his  wiflies  were  centered  in 
fclf-gratification  ;  and  no  cor.fulcraiion 
for  others  had  ever  any  weight  to  nuke 
him  deilft  from  that  favourite  purfuit. 

But  being  of  a  difpoiltion  fuch  as  1 
have  defcribed,  it  is  not  to  be  wondered 
at  that  the  fine  perfon  and  large  fortune 
of  Jenny  fliould  make  him  envy  the 
happincfs  of  him  who  was  to  be  the 
poirtOor  of  that  double  treafure:  he 
ioved  her  on  the  fcore  of  her  beauty, 
fcer  wit,  and  the  many  amiable  quali- 
ties he  had  obferved  in  her;  but  adored 
her  as  being  the  miftrefs  of  what  he  fo 
in;',ch  wanted  ;  and,  filled  with  the  idea 
of  thofe  advantages  he  might  reap  in  an 
alliance  with  her,  made  him  refolve  on 
t!;e  attempt,  and  to  take  all  the  methods 
his  invertive  fancy  could  infpire  to 
alienate  her  affeftions  from  his  friend. 

He  Iiad  often  heard  Jemmy  fay,  that 
the  agreement  between  them  for  pro- 
trai5ling  the  celebration  of  their  mar- 
riage Iwd  been  firll  propofed  by  her ; 
from  whence  he  concluded,  that  the 
palTion  file  had  for  him  was  not  fo  vio- 
lent but  that  it  might  be  eafily  with- 
drawn, if  l})e  was  once  made  to  believe 
there  was  a  decay  in  that  he  profeffed 
for  her. 


He  was  fenfible,  notwithftanding, 
that  there  required  a  more  than  common 
fhare  of  caution  and  addrefs  in  the  ma- 
nagement of  this  defign  ;  he  faw  very 
well,  that  Jenny  had  a  great  deal  of  fa- 
gacitv  and  penetration  ;  it  behoved  him, 
therefore,  either  to  throw  fuch  a  temp- 
tation in  Jemmy's  wav  as  fliould  render 
himineffefl  ungrateful  and  perfidious, 
or  contrive  fuch  appearances  of  f.is  being 
fo,  as  could  not  be  difcovered  from  re- 
ality by  human  wit. 

With  the  firrt  of  thefe  meafures  he 
commenced  the  profecution  of  his  de- 
fign, though,  of  the  tvvo,theleaIl  feafi- 
ble  to  be  accomplifhed,  as  it  was  very 
difficult  to  find  a  woman  who  excelled 
Jenny  in  any  one  perftrflion  that  can 
attraii  the  eye,  or  captivate  the  heart: 
Love,'  faid  he  within  himfelf,  *  is 
feldnm  fo  much  tlie  tfFciTt  of  reafon 
as  of  fancy  ;  and  if  I  can  be  fo  lucky 
as  to  piefent  an  objeft  capable  of  fir- 
ing the  heart  of  this  too  happy  rival 
'  with  an  amorous  flame,  and  (he  has 
'  virtue  or  cunning  enough  to  refufe  the 
'  gratification  on  any  other  terms  than 
*  tho(e  of  marriage,  it  may  (b  happen, 
'  that  all  the  merits  of  Jenny,  and  his 
'  engagements  with  her,  will  be  too 
'  ligiu  to  overbalance  inclination.' 

He  knew  that  Jemmy  was  extremely 
fond  of  mufick;  he  had  feen  him  in 
the  utmoft  rapture  on  hearing  a  melo- 
dious voice,  or  an  inllrument  finely 
played  upon  ;  and  it  was  by  this  bait  he 
hoped  to  allure  Jemmy  from  his  vows, 
or  at  leaft  to  draw  him  into  fuch  a 
manner  of  behaviour  as  (hould  pique 
the  pride  of  Jenny,  and  render  her  in- 
different towards  him. 

To  diffolve  the  cement  of  that  tender 
affeiftion,  with  which  they  now  regard- 
ed each  other,  would  go  a  great  way  to- 
wards gaining  the  point  he  aimed  at  ; 
he  flattered  himfelf,  that  if  he  could 
once  fet  them  at  variance,  he  was  at 
prefent  enough  in  Jenny's  favour  to  be 
able  to  obtain  the  firll  (hare  in  her  ten- 
dernefs,  when  taken  off  from  the  man 
who  now  engroffed  it. 

The  perfon  whofe  charms  he  intend- 
ed as  the  fnare  to  entrap  the  conftancy 
of  Jemmy  was  called  Mifs  Chit:  (he 
palfed,  in  the  opinion  of  moft  people, 
for  the  daughter  of  a  gentleman  diftin- 
gui(hed  in  the  world  for  nothing  fo  much 
as  for  being  her  father  ;  but  it  was  whif- 
pered,  by  thofe  who  pretended  to  be 
connoiffeurs  in  the  fecret  intrigues  of 

the 
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the  great,  that  (he  really  fprung  from 
parents  of  a  much  more  elevated  ftation. 
She  was  young,  handfome,  well-fhap- 
cd ;  and,  though  of  fomewhat  too  di- 
rriinutive  a  ttature,  had  an  air  and  mien 
extremely  IbiJcingj  fhe  wanted  neither 
wit  nor  affurance  to  fet  off  the  talents 
fhe  was  miltrefs  of  to  the  bell  advan- 
tage ;  (lie  was  a  great  courtier,  and  per- 
fectly fkilied  in  all  the  rudiments  of 
modifh  good -breeding:  but  the  chief 
inducement  that  Bellpine  had  to  make 
choice  of  her  as  an  ir.ftiument  of  his 
purpofe  was  this ;  Nature  had  given  her 
a  voice  that  feemed  the  very  foul  ot  har- 
mony ;  and,  when  accompanied  by  her 
harplichord,  which  (he  finely  touched, 
the  mellifluous  (bunds  had  power  to 
calm  the  moft  raging  pafTions  of  the 
mind,  and  convert  all  into  love  and  foft 
defire  ;  (b  that  what  the  poet  fays  of 
Mira,  might  be  jultly  enough  afcribed 
to  her — 
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*  en  palTant,  once  or  twice  I  think  at 
'  court,  and  two  or  three  times  in  the 
«  Mail  with  Lady  Fifk.' 

'  I  am  pretty  free  there,"  cried  Bell- 
pine ;  '  and  if  you  have  an  inclinatioo* 
'  to  hear  this  female  Orpheus  of  the 
«  town,  will  take  you  with  me,  and  alfo 
'  engage  (he  flnll  give  you  a  touch  of 
'  her  harmony,  both  vocai  and  inftru- 
'  mental;  for,  to  do  her  juftice,  (he  has 

*  not  the  leaft  leferve  in  this  point;  her 
'  harpfichord  is  never  out  of  tune,  nor 
<  her  voice  difconcerted  with  a  cold.' 

Jemmy  exprelTed  a  great  deal  of  fa- 
tisfa6lion  at  this  offer,  but  gave  much 
more  than  what  he  felt  himfelf  to  his 
pretended  friend,  who  looked  on  the 
ready  compliance  he  found  in  him  as  3 
happy  beginning  of  the  enterprize  he 
had  projefled.  They  agreed  to  meet  at 
White's  the  next  day,  and  thenprocce<J 
on  their  viiit  to  the  lady. 


*  The  wretch,  who  from  her  v^it  and  beauty 

<   flies, 

*  If  (he  but  reach  him  with  her  voice,he  dies.' 

Bellpine  frequently  vifited  this  lady, 
and  was  welcome  to  her  on  account  of 
his  facetious  converfation,  and  tiie  in- 
telligence he  picked  up  among  his  ac- 
quaintance, and  was  continually  in- 
formingherof  the  intrigues  of  thetown. 
As  he  was  well  received  by  her,  lie 
could  not  fail  of  being  lb  by  her  father, 
who,  it  was  eafy  to  perceive,  was  but 
the  fecond  perlbn  in  the  family  :  (land- 
ing thus  as  he  did  with  both,  it  can- 
not be  (uppofed  he  wanted  interell  to 
introduce  anyone  he  though:  proper  to 
her  acquaintance.  He  would  not,  how- 
ever, proceed  too  abruptly  in  the  affair, 
as  it  might  have  fpoiled  all,  if  either 
party  had  fulpe61ed  him  of  dellgn  ;  but 
watched  an  opportunity,  when  they 
were  talking  one  day  of  mnfick,  to  a(k 
Jemmy,  in  a  carelefs  manner,  as  if  it 
were  by  chance,  if  he  had  ever  heard 
MifsChit  fing  and  play. 

'  No,' replied  he  J  •  but  I  have  heard 

*  fhe  does  both  to  very  gre:.t  perfec- 
'  tion/ — '  I  wonder,'  (aid  the  other, 

*  that  you  (hould  net  have  the  curiofity 

*  to  be  a  judge  of  her  (kill  that  way 

*  yourfelf,  as  you  are  fo  great  a  lover 

*  of  mufick !' 

*  I  have  not  the  honour  to  be  at  all 

*  known  to  her,'  replied  Jemmy  ;  '  nor 

*  have  even  ever  feen  her,  any  nwix  than 
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E  L  L  P  I  N  E  had  no  occafion  to 
make  any  previous  apology  toMifs 
Chit  for  bringing  a  friend  with  him  to 
vifit  her,  having  already  taken  that  li- 
berty without  her  being  difpleafed  with 
it,  in  favour  of  I'everal  of  his  compani- 
ons, who  had  teltified  to  him  a  deiire  of 
becoming  acquainted  with  her. 

But  it  was  not  in  this  manner  he 
chofe  to  introduce  Jemmy:  the  plot  he 
had  laid  required  they  (hould  appear  as 
agreeable  as  poifible  to  each  other;  it 
was  therefore  highly  necelfary  to  pre- 
poffefs  her  with  I'uch  an  idea  of  the  per- 
fon  (he  was  to  fee,  as  (hould  make  her 
negle<5l  nothing  that  might  fetoff  all  the 
charais  (lie  was  miftrels  of  to  the  belt 
advantage.  Having  well  confidered 
within  himfelf  under  what  charafter  a 
man  was  likely  to  appear  in  the  eyes  of 
a  young,  gay,  vain  woman,  he  went  to 
tier  pretty  early  in  the  morning,  and  be- 
gan with  telling  her  he  was  come  in  be- 
half ot  a  genti.rman  who  had  entreated 
him  to  be  his  interce(ror  for  permiffiori 
to  wait  on  her  with  him  that  afternoon. 

This  formal  ipeech  from  a  man  whofe 
ufual  deportment  might  rather  be  ac- 
cufcd  of  too  little  than  too  much  cere- 
mony, made  her  laugh  very  heartily: 
<  Blcia  :ue,'  faid  llie,  '  what  romances 

i  have 
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*  have  you  been  reading!  We  are  not, 

*  fure,  running  back  to  the  days  of  O- 

*  roondates  and  Statyra.     If  you  have 

*  any  friend  to  bring  here,  what  need  all 

*  this  nrelude?  You  know  very  well 

*  that  every  one  you  introduce  is  wel- 

*  come.' 

Bellpine  on  tliis  threw  off  the  ferious 
air  he  had  affecled,  and  refiimed  that 
free  and  undaunted  one  which  was  moll 
natural  to  him  :  '  Faith,  Madam,'"  an- 
fwered  he,  '  I  can  eafily  join  with  you 
in  laughing  at  myfelf ;  I  know  I  mull 
make  an  odd  figure  in  the  grave  ftrain, 
by  the  pains  I  took  in  putting  it  on  ; 
but  I  thought, as  I  was  one  of  Cupid's 
harbingers,  my  meffage  ought,  to  be 
deliveifd  in  fomewhat  above  the  com- 
mon phrale.' 
«  A   harbinger  from   Cupid  !'  cried 
ihe ;  '  I  find,  then,  you  would  perfuade 
nie  you  have  this  commifTion  to  me 
from  a  lover.' — '  Moft  certainly/  an- 
fwered    he;  '  from  one  who  is    three 
parts  fo  at  leaft:  he  is  already  charm- 
ed with    your    face,  your    air,   your 
fhape;  and  there  is  only  wanting  your 
fine  voice  to  compleat  the  conqueft.' 
•  Of  whom?'  demanded  (be.    '  It  is 
fit  I  (hould  know  the  name  of  this 
newvaffal.' — '  Have  a  little  patience,' 
faid    he,  '  and    I   will   tell  you  every 
thinor.  In  the  firft  place,  he  is  a  young 
heir  lately  come  to  the  pofllfTion  of  an 
eftate  fufficient  to  fupport  a   coach- 
and-fix  j  inthe  next  place,  heis  hand- 
fome,  well-made,  has  as  genteel   an 
addrefs  as  any  man  about  town  ;  lall- 
ly,  he  is  allowed  to  have  wit,  honour, 
and   good-nature;  and  his  name   is 
JelTamy.' 

<  1   have  feen  that  gentleman,'  re- 
turned flie,   fomewhat  I'erioufiy  ;   'and 

believe  you  have  done  him  no  moie 
than  juftice  in  the  repreientation  you 
have  made  of  him;  but  I  have  been 
told  he  is  deeply  engaged,  and  on  tlie 
point  of  being  married  to  a  young 
lady  of  his  own  name;  I  think  tiiey 
call  her  Mils  Jenny  JtfTamy.' 

<  Nothing  in  it,  upon  n)y  honour!' 
:ried  Bellpine;  '  I  can  aver  to  you  rrom 

my  own  knowledge,  tlijt  there  aie  no 
two  people  in  the  world  of  different 
fexes  that  have  a  more  perfciSt  indif- 
ference for  each  other  :  there  was,  in- 
deed, fuch  a  thing  intended  for  them 
by  their  fathers  ;  but  the  old  men  are 
both  dead;  and  you  know,  Madam, 
we  young  folks  are  apt  to  pay  but 


'  little  regard  to  the  injunflions  laitf 

*  upon  us  by  thofe  who  are  no  longer 

*  in  a  condition  to  refent  our  difobe^li- 

*  ence.  It  is  true,'  continued  this  art- 
ful deceiver,,  *  they  fee  each  other  very 

*  frequently,  hold  <[   good  coiTefpon- 

*  dence,  converfe  as  friends  ;  but  with- 
'  out  one  grain  of  inclination  on  either 
<  fide.  I  am  very  well  affured,  by  wh?it 
'  I  have  heard  both  of  (hem  declare, 

*  that  (hould  either  of  then*  infill  on  the 
'  performance   of  the   covenant  made 

*  between  their  parents,  an  eternal 
'   breach  muft  infallibly  enfue.' 

Jemmy  and  Jenny  Jeffamy  kept  too 
much  company  not  tobewell  known  in 
the  polite  world  ;  their  charaflers,  their 
fortunes,  and  their  mutual  engage- 
ments, were  no  fecret  j  they  wele  the 
fubjtfts  of  converfation  among  many 
who  had  not  the  lealt  pei  fonal  acquaint- 
ance with  either  of  them  ;  and  it  was  a 
matter  of  fnrprize  to  every  one,  that  a 
marriage  which  had  lb  long  ago  been 
projiifled,  was  not  as  yet  confununated. 

As  nobody  had  pretended  todifcover 
any  reafon  for  this  unaccountable  de- 
lay. Mil's  Chit  might  eafily  give  credit 
to  that  V. hich  Bellpine  nowalTigned  for 
it.  Bellpine  watched  her  eveiylook; 
and  perceiving  that  his  inlinuations  had 
wrought  thus  far  on  her  belief,  pro- 
ceeded to  what  now  feemed  to  him  a 
talk  not  difficult  to  be  accomplished; 
that  of  perfuatlingher  Jemmy  in  reality 
felt  fome  beginning  of  a  paffion  for  her. 

•  You  cannot  imagine,'  faid  he, 
'  with  what  raptures  he  exprefies  him- 
'  felf  concerning  you:    the  firlf  time  iie 

*  law  you  was  at  court;  I  was  with 

*  him  tli£  fame  evening,  and  he  could 
'  talk  on  nothing  but  you  the  whole 
'  time  we  were  together.  "  What  eyes 
"  (he  hasl  how  bright!  how  (parkling! 
"  What  a  mouth  !  what  a  finely  turn- 
"  ed — !  How  delicate  is  htrlhape!  how 
'*  enchanting  is  her  air  !" 

'  Hold,  Mr.  Bellpine!'  interrupted 
fhe,  putting  her  hand  before  his  mouth; 

*  for  the  fake  of  curiofity,  no  more  !  It' 
'  you  go  on  at  this  rate,  I  (hall  know 

*  beforehand,  and  he  will  have  nothino- 
'  new  to  lay  to  me  when  he  comes.' 

*  Nay,'  rejoined  Bellpine,  *  I  do  not 

*  fuppofe  he  will  fay  much  to  you  at 
'  this  fill!  vilit,  nor,   perhaps,  at  the 

*  fecond,  or  even  at  the  third,     I  have 

*  been  told,  by  thofe  who  have  experi- 

*  enced  the  pafTion,  that  a  true  lover 

*  never  gets  courage  to  declare  what  be 

♦  feels 
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«  feels  to  his  miftrefs  till  half  the  town 
'  are  apprized  of  it  by  his  behaviour: 
'  butj'purfued  he,  '  you  will  have  pe- 
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netration  enougli  to  lead  in  liis  looks 
'  what  his  lips  want  bcldnefsto  leveal.' 
— 'Pifli!'  faysflie,  'do  you  think  I  fl>all 
■^  give  inyjelf  the  trouble  to  examine 
«  his  looks  ?  It  will  be  time  enough  for 
'   me  to  attend  to  them  when  his  tongue 

*  ihall  have  explained  the  di6lates  of 
'   his  heart.' 

They  had  fome  farther  difcourfe  on 

•  iis  head  ;  and,  in  fpite  of  the  carelefs 
air  Mils  Cliit  aftefted  to  put  on,  the 
cunning  Bellpine  iaw  the  imprefiion  his 
words  had  made  upon  her;  and,  after 
adding  all  that  he  thought  neceiTary  for 
ftiensjthening  it  in  her,  took  his  leave, 
highly  applauding  himfelt  in  his  mind 
fill-  what  he  had  done.  Hs  met  Jemmy 
•at  the  appointed  hour  at  the  chocolate- 
houfe,  and  about  tea-time  went  with 
him  on  their  p'jrpofed  vilit:  on  his  fend- 
ing up  his  name  they  were  immediate- 
ly (hewed  to  the  room  where  Mils  Chit 
was  fitting;  when  he  found,  by  the  great 
care  (lie  had  taken  in  her  drefs,  and  the 
e'ca^lnefs  of  every  thing  about  her,  th  it 
he  had  not  flattered  himfelf  with  a  vain 
conjeilure,  but  that  (he  was  indeed  as 
deiirous  as  he  could  with  of  appearing 
lovely  in  the  eyes  of  this  newgueft. 

Jemmy,  being  pjefented  to  her  by 
Bellpine,  faluted  her  with  the  utmoll 
gallantry  ;  (he  received  him  with  a  be- 
coming modefty,  which,  notwithftand- 
ing,  had  fomething  ot  inviting  in  it  : 
the  converfation  at  fad  turned  only  on 
general  topicks;  but  Belipine  would 
not  fuft'er  it  to  continue  (o,  and  told  her, 
in  his  uTuhI  free  manner, thathe  (lioiiid 
not  think  himfeff  forgiven  for  the  li- 
berty he  had  taken,  till  (he  had  obliged 
hotl»  him  and  his  friend  v;ith  a  fongand 
a  touch  of  iier  harpfichord. 

To  this  (he  replied,  with  a  fprightly 
tone  of  voice  and  gefture,  that  whatever 
lie  might  think  of  her,  (he  had  too  much 
cnmplaifance  for  a  (tranger,  who  feem- 
1  fo  well  to  delerve  it,  not  to  do  every 
.  ;ing  in  her  power. to^  render  the  vifit 
i  e  had  favoured  her  with  agreeable  to 
'  im.  In  (peaking  thefe  words  (lie  fat 
down  to  her  inftrunient ;  and,  without 
waiting  for  any  more  entreaties,  began 
to  (Ing  one  of  the  molt  favourite  airs  in 
Mr.  Handel's  la(i  oratorio. 

As  flsehad  in  reality  a  very  (ine  voice, 
great  (kill  in  mufick,  and  played  admi- 
riWy  well,  there  was  no  occafion  that 


Jemmy  (hould  ftretch  truth  to  a  pitch 
too  high  in  exprelllng  the  pleafure  he 
took  in  hearing  her.  But  it  was  not  in 
mere  words  alone  he  teftified  the  mighty 
influence  that  the  well-concerted  notes 
had  over  iiim  :  he  languidied  j  he  died  j 
his  foul  feemed  all  abforbed,  di(rolved 
in  extafy  ;  and  he  not  only  fpoke,  but 
looked  in  fuch  a  manner  as,  without  be- 
ing prepoiTcfTed,  as  fhe  was,  with  an 
opinion  of  his  having  a  pa(rion  for  her, 
might  well  make  her  believe  (he  had 
other  charms  for  him  befides  thofe  of 
her  voice  and  (kill  in  muhck. 

As  often  as  (lie  gave  over,  Bellpine 
pveficd  her  to  renew  the  liarmony ;  and 
(bmetimes  Jemmy  alfumed  the  boldnefs 
to  fecond  a  petition,  which  he  was  very 
fenlible  was  made  entirely  on  his  ac- 
count. The  lady  was  not  refraftory  to 
their  united  entreaties,  and  continued 
playing  till  her  father  came  into  her 
room.  The  ufual  compliments  being 
patTed, they  all  fatdown.and  entered  into 
conver(ation  ;  but  whatever  fubjeiSl  wa$ 
ftarted  by  the  old  gentleman,  either  the 
one  or  the  other  of  Mifs  Chit's  vifitors 
had  the  adJrefs  to  turn  it  on  the  praifc 
of  mufick,  and  the  perfe6fion  which  (he 
had  attained  to  in  tnat  fcience. 

Jemmy  laid  many  things  which  might 
feem  extravagant  on  this  occafion  ;  but 
thinking  he  had  (laid  long  enough  for 
a  (ir!l  villt,  role  up,  and  was  preparing 
to  take  his  leave,  when  Mr.  Chit,  who 
had  been  tutored  beforehand  by  his 
daughter  how  he  (liould  behave,  would 
not  lufFer  liim  to  fpeak  of  going,  feized 
upon  his  hat  and  gloves,  and  laid,  that 
if  his  daughter  had  aft'ordsd  them  any 
entertainment,  it  was  owing  to  him  for 
having  provided  the  beft  mailers  for  her; 
and  he  therefore  expelled  they  would 
lecompenfC' him  for  it,  by  giving  him 
their  company  the  remainder  of  the 
evening;  adding,  that  (upper  was  j  alt 
ready  to  be  ferved  up. 

Jemmy  would  fain  have  excufed  him- 
felf, as  he  had  an  appointment  which 
he  was  very  unwilling  to  break;  but 
there  was  no  refifting  the  prefent  kind 
compulfion,  efpecially  as  Mils  Chit 
condeCcended  to  join  her  entreaties  v/ith 
her  father's ;  he  therefore  complied, 
and  contented  himfelf  with  fending  an 
apology  to  thofe  who  expe(5li:d  his  com- 
ing. The  colla'ion  prepared  for  them 
was  fo  elegant,  theoldgentleman'scon- 
verfation  fo  facetious,  and  his  daugh- 
ter's mufick.  fo  delightful,  that  the  night 

was 
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wasalmoft  loft  in  morning-dawn,  when 
Jemmy  and  his  falfefriend  came  away: 
but  what  life  the  latter  made  of  tliis  long 
vjfit,  the  reader  will  veiyfoon  difcover. 


CHAP.      XIV. 

SEEMS  BIG  WITH  THE  PROMISE  OF 
SOME  MIGHTY  MATTHRS  HERE- 
AFTER TO  JJE  BROUGHT  TO 
LIGHT, 

IT  was  fo  very  hte  when  the  little 
company  broke  up,  that  Eellpine  had 
ro  opportunity  of  putting  any  queftiuns 
to  Jemmy  concerning  his  leniimentsof 
the  lady  lie  had  introduced  hm)  to  ;  and 
as  they  lived  different  ways,  they  took 
leave  of  each  other^t  Mr.  Chit's  door, 
v^ithoiit  any  fartlier  fjiL-ech  tliat  night. 
Full  of  impatience,  however,  for  the 
fuccefs  of  his  pernicious  plot,  he  went 
pretty  early  the  next  morning  to  his 
houfe;  and,  according  to  his  wifli, found 
him  quite  alone,  and  not  yet  ready  to 
go  abroad.  He  was  fcarce  fat  down 
when  he  had  the  fatisfaftion  of  hearing 
Jemmy  himfelf  prepare  the  way  for  the 
conveifation  he  intended  to  entertain 
him  with,  by  thanking  hiin  for  the  plea- 
fuie  he  had  enjoyed  the  night  before 
through  his  means. 

*  I  wifh  from  my  foul,'  replied  (his 
wicked  incendiary,  '  that  it  were  in  my 

*  power  to  procure  you  a  much  more 

*  ample  and   fubllantial  one;    mufick 

*  indulges  no  more  than  a  fingle  feniej 

*  Mifs  Chit  lias  charms  that  might  en- 

*  grofs  the  whole  five.  Ah,  Jemmy  !' 
continued  he,  embracing  him,  '  what 
'■  a  heaven  it  would  be,  after  an  hour 

or  two  of  dalliance,  to  be  !ul!ed  to 
fleep  by  that  angelick  voice,  prcfilng, 
at  the  lame  time,  the  ruby  lips  whence 
the  tranfporting  founds  proceed  !  and 
then,  ye  gods,  awake  lo  new  raptures 
and  repeated  blifs  i' 
Jemmy  laughed  heartily  at  the  extafy 
which  the  other  affefted  to  feel  through 
the  force  of  imagination.     *  You  wifli 

*  me  happinefs,'  cried  hej  •  yet  fpeak, 
methinks,  as  if  you  could  not  avoid 
being  one  of  thofe  who  would  envy 
me  the  pofrcflion  of  it  -.  but,  my  dear 
friend,'  added  he,  '  you  have  no  need 
to  be  under  any  apprchenfions  on  that 
fcore  ;  for,  to  deal  fincerely,  I  like 
Mifs  Chit  as  a  mufician,  but  (liall 
never  think  of  her  as  a  woman.' 


Thefe  words  gave  a  moft  terribltf 
fliock  to  the  high  raifed  expeftationsof 
Bellpine;  but,  as  he  was  mafter  of  an 
iincomtnon  fhareof  artifice,  and  an  equal 
prefence  of  mind,  it  waseafy  for  him  to 
conceal  one  emotion  under  the  ihew  of 
another;  and,  darting  back  with  a  vvell- 
countei  fcited  furpiize — *  ImpofTihle  P 
ciied  he  ;  '  you  cannot,  fure,  be  ib  in- 

*  fenfible,  fo  altogether  untouched  with 
'  charms  that  half  the  town  are  run- 

*  ning  mad  after!' 

'  You  know,'  anfwered  Jemmy,  with 
a  very  feriouu  air,  '  I  am  under  engage- 

*  ments  elfewhere,  which  will  not  per- 

*  mit  me  to  make  my  addrelTes  to  her, 
or  any  other  woman, u])on  honourable 
terms  ;  and  I  cannot  fuppofe  they 
would  be  accepted  by  Mifs  Chit,  if 
offered  with  a  view  of  a  different  na- 
ture.' 

*  I  cannot  flatter  you  fo  far  as  that, 

*  indeed,'  replied  he,  ftill  dilconcerted; 
and  more  fo,  when  Jemmy  haftily  re- 
joined — '  I   wonder,    Beilpine,    that, 

*  having  fo  ju!l  a  fenfe  of  the  lady's 

*  merit,  you  never  made  your  court  to 

*  her  yourfelf  ?' 

On  an  interrogatory  fo  unthought- 
on,  all  his  audacity  forfook  him  ;  he  vvas 
filent  for  fome  momentsj  but  at  length 
recovering  himfelf,  his  ready  wit  fur- 
niflud  him  with  an  excufe  wliich  feem- 
ed  plaufible  enough,  and  was  certainly 
the  only  one  that  could  have  had  the 
leaft  appearance  of  fincerity, 

'  I  iliall  difguife  nothing  of  the  truth 
from  you,'  faid  he.  '  To  be  plain, 
then,  it  is  my  vexatious  circumftances 
wiiich  alone  deter  me  ;  fince  my  uncle 
has  taken  a  ftep  that  may  poflibly  de- 
prive me  of  the  inheritance  I  was 
born  to  expeft,  I  have  no  dowry  to 
offer  with  my  fervices  :  a  woman  that 
has  money  demands  a  jointure  ade- 
quate to  the  Aim  (he  brings;  and  for 
i»e  to  marry  one  whofe  only  portion 
IS  her  beauty  and  good  qualities, 
would  render  both  her  and  myfelf 
forever  miferable;  fo  that,  whether 
Mifs  Chit  is  or  is  not  a  fortune,  fhe 
is  quite  out  of  the  queftion  with  me 
as  a  wife.' 
He  fpoke  all  this  with  fo  much  feem- 
ing  candour  and  opennefs  of  heart,  that 
Jemmy  thought  himfelf  more  than  ever 
confirmed  in  the  opinion  he  had  always 
entertained  of  the  good  fenfe  and  ho- 
nour of  his  friend  ;  and  readily  agreed 
with  hiin,  that  where  a  marriage  was 

confummated 
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confummated  between  two  perfons,  nei- 
ther of  whom  had  a  fufficient  compe- 
tency, it  could  not  fail  of  making  both 
parties  equally  unhappy,  and  alfo  of 
entailing  lafting  wretcliedneis  on  their 
pofterlty,  Bellpinefoon  grew  weary  of 
this  difcourfe,  as  it  had  no  connexion 
with  his  prefent  views;  and  therefore 
made  his  vifit  much  fhortcr  than  he  at 
firlt  had  intended  it,  and  retired  to  a 
place  where  he  might  give  a  loo(eto  his 
difcontent,  and  contrive  fome  other 
means  of  bringing  his  dc-figns  to  per- 
feclion,  fince  thofe  he  had  already  ef- 
fayed  had  proved  fo  inefftclual. 

As  it  was  not  in  his  power  to  make 
Jemmy  become  guilty  in  fa6t,  his  next 
refoujce'was  to  make  iiim  appear  fo:  to 
blacken  him  by  any  ill  report  dire5lly 
to  Jenny  herfelf,  he  knev/  would  be  in 
vain,   and  treated  with   contempt  by  a 
■woman  of  her  penetration  j  he  therefore 
took  a  more   artful    and    more    fure, 
though    flow    method    of  infufing  the 
poifon  of  jealoufy  and  indignation  into 
Jier  foul:  he  gave  it  out  in  wliifpers, 
inuendoesj^nd  daik  hints,  among  thole 
whom  he  found  fond  of  fcandal  and  of 
explaining  myfteries  of  that  kind,  tliat 
Jtmniy  had  an  utter  averfion  to  Jenny 
in  his  he:irt;  that  he  was  feeking  fome 
cxcufe  to  break  entirely  with  her;  and 
that  it  was  Mifs  Chit  who  had  caufed 
this  change  in  him:  he  had    no  preat 
caufe  to  doubt  but  that  this  rumour 
would    fj)read    from    one   to    another 
through  the  town,  and  become  fo  much 
the  univerfal  fecrcr,   that  it  could   not 
fail  of  reachinj^  Jennv'sears;  and  then 
be  concluded  that  it  would,  by  degrees, 
fteal  itfelf  into  her  belief. 

As  Jemmy  was  a  man  of  pleafure, 
and  did  net  live  without  many  tran- 
{ient  amours,  it  may  feem  a  little 
firange  to  fome  people  that  Bellpine, 
who,  by  his  intimacy  with  him,  could 
not  be  a  ftranger  to  the  errors  of  his 
condu6l,  did  notchuCe  to  get  comnni- 
ricated  to  Jenny  fuch  things  as  a  very 
final  1  enquiry  would  convince  her  were 
true,  rather  than  to  endeavour  to  alarm 
her  with  reports  which  had  no  founda- 
tion in  fa6l.  But  this  was  not  Ecll- 
pine's  way  of  reafoning;  he  rightly 
judged,  that  a  woman  of  Jenny's  un- 
derltiinding  might  ealily  be  brought  to 
forgive  the  frailties  of  youtii  and  na- 
ture in  a  man  of  Jemmy's  gay  and  vo- 
latile dilpofitionj  but  would  beirrecon- 


cileable,  implacable,  if  once  made  to 
believe  he  addreffed  any  other  upon  ho- 
nourable terms. 

It  is  eafy  for  perfons  capable  of  in- 
venting fal/hooJs  to„propagate  them  in 
fuch  a  manner  as  to  make  them  pafs 
current  for  a  time,  and  yet  avoid  any 
deteflion  of  their  being  the  authors  of 
it:   it  is  not  by  faying  direiflly  a  thing  is 
fo,  that  a  ftory  fo  much  gains  credit, 
as  by  half  words,  winks,  nods,  and 
other  fuch  like  geftures;  thefe  are  the 
traps  which  catch  theunwary,  and  give 
an  air  of  reality  to  that  which  has  no 
exiftence.     Bellpine,  at  leaff.  was  well 
verfed  in  this  art;  and  prafiiled  it  with 
fuch  fuccefs  as  to  the  matter  in  quelhon, 
and  was  fo  far  from  being  fufpcfted  of 
haviog  raifed  this  report,   that  he  has 
often   been  afked    by    thofe  who  heard 
from  otherhands  what  his  opinion  was 
concerning  the  truth  of  it. 

Jenny,  on  account  of  her  many  ac- 
compli/hments  and  good- nature,  was 
lb  generally  beloved  by  thofe  who  knew 
her,  and  her  chara6ler  in  fuch  eftima- 
tion  with  thofe  who  were  perfonally  ac- 
quainted with  her,  that  none  could 
hear,  without  the  mod  extreme  fur- 
piize,  thatflie  was  about  to  be  forfaken 
by  a  man  who,  from  his  very  infancy, 
had  been  taught  to  lookupon  her  as  his 
future  wife,  and  for  whom  ll:e  made 
no  lecret  of  having  the  moft  tender  af- 
fection. But  whenever  this  fubjeit  was 
mentioned  to  Bellpine,  as  it  frequently 
fo  Iiappcned,  he  atiefted  to  hang  down 
his  head  and  be  entirely  filent;  or,  if 
defired  by  Ibme  one  or  other  of  the  com- 
pany to  Ipeak  his  thoughts — 'I  am  no 

*  judge  of  the  affair,'    would   he  fav: 

*  Mr.Jedamy  is  my  friend;  and  I  fhouid 
'  be  loth  to  think  him  capable  of  a  bad 

♦  aftion.     Mils   Jenny   is  certainly  a 
'  fine  girl,  and  fo  is  MIfs  Chit:  if  he 

•  haschangedhisfentiments.h?,  doubt- 

•  lefs,  has  his  realbns;  but  I  know  no- 


thing of  it. 


His  intimacy  with  Jemmy  was  Co 
v.'ell  known,  that  thefe  indeterminate 
anfwers  from  him  gave  more  ciedit  to 
the  ftory  than  the  moil:  poiitive  allur- 
ances  given  by  any  other  perfon  could 
have  done.  Nor  was  this  all ;  to  give 
t!ie  greater  appearance  of  the  tiuth  of 
what  he  thought  it  was  fo  much  his  in- 
terell  to  have  believed,  he  contrived  it 
fo  that  Jemmy  and  Mifs  Chit  fhouid 
frequently  be  feen  together  in  publick 
F  placi;*, 
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air,  might  certainly  h:ive  been  fatal  In 
it's  conlequences  to  a  heait  young,  ten- 
der, and  unexjierienced  in  deceit.  Hap- 
py was  it  for  Mifs  Chit,  in  this  point 
at  leaft,  that  the  variety  of  company^ 
the  many  ftne  things  faid  to  her  by  per- 
fons  of  condition,  and  particularly  the 
devoirs,  whetherfeignedor  real,  of  a  cer- 
tain foreicrn  minifter,  hindered  her  from 
being  too  attentive  to  the  idea  which  the 
artifices  of  Bellpine  might  othcrwife 
have  engroffed  her  with. 


places,  though,  for  the  moft  part,  they 

jmet  without  the  leaft  defign  on  the  fide 

of  either  of  them. 

Jemmy,  indeed,  could  not  avoid  be- 
ing fome  what  accefTary  in  corn^horating 

the  afperSon  caft  upon  hi-mfelf :  z%  he 

had  been  introdaced  to  that  young  lad'y, 

and  received  by  herin  the  manner  abova- 

jrentioned,  the  complaifance  due  to  her 

fex  and  rank,  joined  to  the  pleafure  he 

took    in    hearing   her  fing   and   play, 

obliged   him   fometriues    to    vifit    bevi 

Bellpine  was  generally  with  them;  and 

■when  he  was  fo,  alwaj^  found  Ibme 
pretext  or  other  to  draw  thein  out  where 
he  knew  there  would  be  people  who 
would  not  fail  to  take  notice  of  their 
being  together. 

It  requires  more  pains  to  be  a  villain 
than  fome  people  may  imagine:  befides 
impofing  upon  Jemmy,  and  making 
him  3(51  in  a  manner  which  (hev^^ed  his 

fentiments  to  the  world  far   different .   „      „       , 

from  v/hat  they  were  in  reality,  Bell-  JL  begun  and  indulhioufly  propa 
pine  had  alfoanothercard  to  play,  which  gated  by  Bellpine,  had  fpread  itlelf 
coft  him  little  lefs  contrivance.  Ashe  through  all  the  acquaintance  both  of 
had  pofiefTed  Mifs  Chit  with  a  belief     Jemmy  and  Jenny,  yet  it  did  not  pre- 


C  H  A  P.     XV. 

CO?JTAINS  AN  EXAMPI.U.THAT  FOR 
AWOiMANTO  BE  TOO  GOOD  IS 
NOT  ONE  OF  THOSE  THINGS 
WHICH  ARE  IMPOSSIBLE  TO  BE 
FOUND  IN  HUMAN   LIFE. 

^T'^HOUGH  the  foregoing  report, 


that  Jemmy  wasferioufly  infpired  v/nh 
a  paffion  for  her,  and  knew  very  well 
that  gentleman's  behaviour  had  not  at 
all  been  conformable  to  the  affurances 
he  had  given  her  on  this  account,  it 
behoved  hrm  to  reconcile  this  contra- 
diction fo  as  not  to  leave  her  any  room 
to  fufpeft  the  deception  he  bad  put  upon 
her.  He  therefore  continued,  day  by 
day,  to  carry  her  fome  frefli  intelligence 
of  the  fine  things  Jemmy  faid  of  her; 
and  infinuatcd,  that  there  was  a  defign 
on  foot,  which,  when  once  executed, 
■would  afford  him  a  plaufible  pretence 
for  breaking  off  entirely  with  Jenny; 
and  that  then  he  would  avow  his  paf- 
fion, and  declare  himfelf  only  devoted 
to  her. 

Whether  this  yoang  lady  was  abfo- 
iutely  convinced  of  the  truth  of  what 
belaid,  I  will  not  take  upon  me  to  de 


fently  reach  the  ears  of  either  of  them; 
and  they  went  on,  as  tlvey  had  been  ac- 
cuftomed  to  do,  commuricating  to  each 
other  every  little  adventuie  v/hich  fell 
into  the  way  of  each,  provided  they 
were  fuch  as  might  be,  in  any  mea- 
fure,  conducive  to  the  important  end 
propofed,  that  cf  rectifying  or  improv- 
ing their  minds. 

Among  the  many  they  recited  to  each 
ether,  fome  of  which  were  too  trifling 
to  be  inferted  here,  Jemmy  happened 
upon  one  of  a  moft  extraordinary  na- 
ture, and  therefore  muft  not  be  omit- 
ted: it  was  this. 

He  had  been  for  ibme  time  pretty 
converfant  with  a  gentleman  named 
Kelfey;  he  wa*  a  man  of  family,  for- 
tune, good-fenfe,  and  a  very  agreeable 
companion;  but  one  thing  was  faid  of 
him,  that,  in  the  opinion  of  all  thedlf- 


termine;  becaufe,  indeed,  it  is  highly      creet  part  of  his  acquaintance,  t3rnUh 


probable  fhe  never  gave  herfelf  the 
trouble  to  examine  the  confillency  of 
the  ftory. 

Dangerous,  however,  might  fuch  an 
impofttion  have  been  to  fome  ladies  to 
have  been  flattered  with  the  hopes  of  an 
alliance  with  a  man  fuch  as  Jemmy, 
perfsftly  agreeable  in  his  perlbn,  ac- 
complifbed  in  his  manners,  and  opulent 
j-n  his  fortune;  and  then  to  find  at  once 
»11  thofe  goldcRexpe'ilations  vaniili  into 


ed  the  luftre  of  all  his  other  qualities^ 
that  of  his  being  a  very  bad  hufband 
to  a  moft  del'ervmg  wife. 

This  lady,  to  whom  he  had  been 
married  fcarce  a  year,  was  very  young, 
beautiful,  and  had  every  thing  in  her 
perfon  fo  make  lier  beloved;  and  was  in 
high  eftimation  for  the  ftriftnefs  of  her 
virtue,  her  piety,  and  the  affability  o£ 
her  behaviour:  how  could  it  then  but 
Item  Ihange  to  Jensmy,  that  tv/o  per- 
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ions  of  the  charailers  thefe  bore  in  the 
world  ftiould  not  live  happily  together  ? 
He  never  heard  any  mention  of  the  dif- 
agreement  between  tbem,  without  feel- 
ing a  kind  of  painful  cutiofity  iov  the 
caufej  but  he  could  find  none  who  were 
able  to  give  him  any  information  in 
that  point,  though  every  one  fpoke 
loudly  of  the  effects.  Chance  at  laft 
preiented  him  with  the  wifiied-fordifco- 
very:  a  gentleman  of  diftinftion,  a 
diftant  relation  ofjemmy's,  was  to  have 
a  private  conceit  at  his  own  houfej 
Jemmy  was  one  of  the  invited  perfons, 
with  leave  to  bring  any  friend  with 
Mm  whom  ha  fliould  think  properj  on 
■which  he  made  choice  of  Keiley,  and 
accordingly  made  a  villt  to  him  on  the 
morning  of  the  day  appointed,  to  dclire 
he  woiild  a-ccompany  him  to  this  enter- 
tainment, if  not  previoufly  engaged  to 
any  other. 

Mr.  Kelfey,  thanking  him  for  the 
obliging  ofFerhe  had  madchim,  replied, 
that  he  had  no  engagement  at  all  upon 
his  hands:  «  But'if'l  had,'  faid  he,' '  I 

*  fliould  be  tempted  to  break  through 

*  it,  fince  I  am  certain  none  could  af- 

*  ford  me  fo  much  real  pleafureas  that 

*  of  waiting  on  Mr.Jeflamy  any  where; 

*  but  more  efpecially,'  continued  he, 

*  on  an  occafion  fo  perfeftly  agreeable 

*  to  my  tafte.' 

Jemmy,  after  having  made  a  fuitable 
return  to  this  compliment,  was  pre- 
paring to  take  leave,  and  d-efiwd  that 
they  might  meet  at  White's  Chocolate 
Houfe  about  fix:  but  the  other  would 
not  fuffer  him  to  depart  in  this  man- 
ner; he  infilied  on  h;s  ftaying  to  dine 
with  him,  and  pafs  the  time  where  he 
was  till  the  hour  arrived  in  which  they 
fiiould  adjourn  to  a  place  more  agree- 
able. Jemmy  would  haveexcufed  him- 
felf  from  dining,  as  he  had  not  the  ho- 
nour, he  faid,  to  be  known  to  his  lady  : 
to  which  Mr.  Kelfey  anfwered,  that 
his  wile  was  not  ignorant  of  the  refpeck 
due  from  her  to  any  of  her  hufband's 
friends. 

The  curiofity  that  Jemmy  had  for 
being  an  eye-witnefs  of  a  lady's  de- 
portment whom  he  had  heard  fo  much 
of,  and  as  yet  had  never  fecn,  ftie  fel- 
dom  appearing  in  any  publick  place, 
prevailed  with  him  at  length  to  comply 
withherhufband's  requell;  they  amukd 
themfelves  with  looking  over  fomefine 
pieces  of  mufick  which  Mr.  Kelfey  had 
t^at  niorning  brought  home  in  icore, 


till  three  o'clock,  at    which   hour  h« 
had  ordered  dinner  to  be  ready. 

The  clock  hnving  ftruck,  that  gen. 
tleman  condu6\ed  his  gueft  into  the 
next  room,  where  they  found  the  fide- 
board  fet  out,  ^ihe  cloth  laid,  the  corks 
of  the  bottles  drawn,  and  every  thmc- 
prepared  for  being  ferved  upj  but  no 
i'ervant  was  in  waiting;  all  was  hufhed 
and  filent  as  though  they  had  jult  rofe 
from  table,  ir.ftead  of  not  being  as  yet 
fet  down. 

Mr.  Kelfty  waited  fome  minutes, 
but  at  lail  rung  the  bell,  on  which  the 
butler  came  up;  on  being  aflctd  if  din- 
ner was  not  ready,  he  replied,  with 
fome  hefitatun,  that  he  would  enquire 
of  the  cook,  and  then  went  haltily 
aw3y;  loon  after  Mr.  Kelfey  rung 
again,  and  another  fervant  appeared,  ta 
whom  his  matter  making  ihe  fjiue  de- 
mand as  to  thefornier,  ai.lweied  blunt- 
ly, that  his  lady  was  not  yet  come  out 
of  lierclofet:  '  Go,  then,  and  call  her,* 
faid  Mr.  Kelfey.  The  fellow  went; 
but  re-turned  immediately,  and  faiil  the  ' 
door  was  locked;  and  though  he  had 
both  knocked  and  called  could  get  no 
anfwcr;  on  which  Mr.  Kelfey  grew  ex- 
tremely red,  and  be<;ging  pardon  of 
Jemmy  for  leaving  him  alone  a  mo- 
ment, flew  up  ftairs  himfelf. 

Jemmy  was  very  much  furprized  at 
all  this,  but  had  not  time  to  muke  any 
refleflions  on  it.  Mr.  Kelley  came 
prefently  down,  followed  by  his  lady, 
a  very  lovely  woman  indeed;  butfeem- 
ed  greatly  difconcened.  Jemmy  ad- 
vanced to  pay  her  the  civilities  of  a 
ftranger,  which,  in  fpite  of  the  confu- 
fion  (he  was  in,  (he  received  with  the 
utmoft  fweetnefs  and  good-breeding-^ 
and  they  all  fat  dov/n  to  table.  The 
firlt  courfe  was  ferved  up  in  an  inftant  j 
the  garnifhing  of  the  dWhes  was  ele- 
gant enough,  and  inviting  lo  the  appe- 
tite, as  doubtlefs  what  they  cor.tained 
would  alio  have  been,  if  not  fo  much 
,  prolonged  beyond  the  necefTiry  time. 
Mr.  Kelfey  (tuck  his  fork  fir(t  into  one 
thing  and  then  into  another,  then  threw 
it  down,  bit  his  lips,  and  feemed  in 
great  emotion. 

Jemmy  could  be  at  so  lofs  to  guefs 
the  occalion:  and,  to  palliate  the  dif- 
content  he  faw  him  in,  helped  himieif 
pretty  plentifully  out  of  that  diih  which 
was  nearelt  to  him:  but  never  was  any 
thing  lb  fpoiled;  the  trufiles,  morelles, 
aitichokesj  and  other  fuch  things  as 
F  z  fliouW 
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fliould  emlieilini  the  f;x\ice,  were  in  a 
manner  dificilved  in  it;  and  the  meat 
itfelf  wanted  little  of  being  fo  too;  fo 
that  nothing  but  the  bones  difcoveied 
what  it  was.  Yei  Jt-mmy  fell  to  eaiir  g 
heartily,  crying  that  it  was  very  fine, 
that  it  was  dreffed  exa6lly  to  his  tafte: 
but  this  politenefs  in  him  did  not  re- 
flore  the  good-humour  of  his  friend; 
the  ladv;  too,  wi.s  in  Tome  pain  on  fee- 
ing the  ill  efFe£\s  which  i;er  fiaying  too 
long  in  the  clofet  had  produced;  and, 
addrefTing  herfdf  to  Jemmy — *  I  am 
«  afraid, "sir,'  faid  ilie,  'that  your  com- 

<  plaifance  at  this  time  gets  the  better 

*  of  your  fi.icerity:  what  is  here  is  very 

*  much  over-done;  but  I  hope  we  fliall 

<  not  find  every  thing  fo.' 

As  flie  ended  thefe  words,  a  fervant 
fpt  a  fine  hare  upon  the  table;  and  Mr. 
Kelfey,  flattering  himfelf  that  his  wife 
might  be  a  true  prophetefs  on  this  oc- 
cafion,  took  up  his  knife  and  fork  once 
more,  in  ordtr  to  carve;  but  the  fkin 
was  fo  dried  by  being  kept  at  a  diftance 
from  the  .fire,  that  he  found  fome  difli- 
culty  to  penetrate  it;  and  v^/hen  with 
much  labour  he  had  done  fo,  the  ficflj 
beneath  fell  fpontaneoufly  from  the 
bones,  and  indeed  was  almoft  fit  for 
pulverizing.  Mr.  Kelfey,  vv-ho  was 
naturally  fiery,  and  apt  to  kinwile  on 
every  little  provocation,  now  loft  all 
patience;  he  flung  the  difh  from  him 
with  fuch  a  vehemence,  that  but  for  the 
footman's  agility  in  catching  it  between 
bis  hands,  it  muft  have  fallen  on  the 
floor. 

The  lady,  v^ho  was  all  confufion, 
faid  flie  was  forry  and  afhamed  that  it 
had  happened  fo.  '  Sdtath,  Madam!' 
cried  he,  ftartingfrom  the  table,  '  does 

*  it  ever  happen  olherwife  ?  Ifyouhiid 

*  even  common  decency,    you    would 

*  not  treat  me  in  this  manner:  can  you 

*  find  no  time  to  pray  but  when  dinner 

*  is  coming  upon  table  ?  Mud  my  ap- 

*  petite  continually  be ft.'irved,  my  peace 
«  deftroved,  my  reputation  fcandoliiced, 

*  my  fi lends  affronted,  and  all  through 

*  your  unfLnfonable  devotion  ?'— '  It  is 
'  mighiy  well,  my  dear/  rrjdied  fhe, 
Tifing;  '  it  is  m.ighty  well:  but  I  flrail 

*  fay  no  more;  it  is  fiom  Heaven  alone 

<  that  I  muft  ftek   fupport,  under  the 

*  ill  humour  and  intemperance  of  a 
«  hufljand.*  Then  turning  to  Jt-mmy, 
gfkcd  Ills  pardon  for  what  had  p.iffjd, 
and  went  haltily  out  of  the  looin  with 
eyes  all  bathed  in  tears. 


'  Would  to  Heaven  I  had  never  Ceen 
'  your  face!'  cried  Mr.  Kelfey  fu- 
rioufly,  and  ftamping  witli  his  foot  as 
file  was  going:  oot;  but  the  took  no  no- 
tice eiiher  of  his  words  or  a61ions,  and 
[lalTcd  on  as  faft  as  (he  could.  He  con- 
tinued walking  about  the  room  with 
geftures  which  evidently  denoted  the 
inward  rage  he  was  pofleffed  of,  while 
Jemmy  laboured,  though  for  fome  time 
in  vain,  to  convince  hiiu  that  he  was  in 
the  wrong  to  put  himfelf  into  fuch 
agitations  on  account  of  an  accident. 

'  Call  it  not  an  accident,  Mr.  Jef- 
'  fainy!'  replied  he:  '  v.'lrat  you  have 
'  now  been  witnefs  of  has  been  almolt 

*  every  day  repeated  ever  fincecur  mar- 

*  riat^e.  Oh!'  continued  he,  almoft 
raving,  '  how  I  could  curfe  the  hour, 
'  the  day,  the  inltitution,  facred  as  it 
'  is  called,    that  joined  together  two 

*  fuch  cppofites !' 

At  lalt,  however,  the  confideraticn 
he  had  for  his  friend  got  the  better  of 
the  refentment  he  had  againft  his  wife; 
and  fitting  down  again,  and,  making 
Jemmy  do  fo  alfo — '  I  know  not,'  faid 
lie,  <  whether  I  (hall  ever  be  forgiven 

*  for  the  rudenefs  I  have  been  guilty 
'  of:  you,  indeed,  fuffered  too  much 
'  through  the  folly  of  my  wife;  and  I 

*  ought   not   to  have  prolonged    your 

*  penance  by  my  ill-humour,  notwith- 
'  Handing  the  juftifiablenefs  of  it,  had 

*  I  been  alone.' 

He  then,  without  waiting  for  Jem- 
my's reply,  called  to  the  butler,  and 
afked  him  if  there  were  any  cold  meats 
in  the  houfc  that  might  fupply  the  de- 
ficiency they  had  fiiftained:  the  man 
on  this  ran  down  flairs,  and  prefentiy 
returned,  followed  by  another  fervant 
with  a  large  ham,  of  which  a  very  lit- 
tle had  been  cut.  '  Come,  my  dear 
'   friend,'  faid  Mr.  Kelfey,   *  a  cold  re- 

*  pait  is  better  than  none  at  all:  this 
«  we  had  yellcrday,  and  could  not  be 

*  fpoiled,  though  the  chickens  about  it 

*  fell  to  pieces  of  themfelves,  like  the 

*  hare  you  jult  now  faw.'  He  faid  no 
more,  but  fell  heartily  on  the  ham  before 
them.  Jemmy,  who  for  all  his  com- 
plaifance  had  made  but  half  a  dinner, 
followed  his  example;  and  a  dcITert, 
confining  of  tarts,  pitty-patties,  jellies, 
fruits,  and  fuch  like  things,  being  af- 
terwards placed  upon  the  table,  neither 
of  thefe  gentlemen  had  any  reafon  to 
complain  ol  their  bad  living  that  day. 

^Yhen  the  cloth  and  fervants  were 

^ithdrawiij 
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withdrawn, and  the  bottle  and  the  glafles 
were  the  fole  witnefles  of  their  conver- 
fation,  Jemmy,  finding  the  other  was 
now  in  a  difpofition  to  bear  it,  began 
now  to  railly  hima  little  on  the  fubjtfl 
of  his  late  tlifquiets.  *  Faith!'  replied 
Mr.  Kelfey,  '  I  havea  trueEnglifli  fto- 

*  m.ach  of  my  own,  and  cannot  bear  the 

*  ler.ft  difappointment  in  viftualsj  and 
«  this  fervour  of  devotion  takes  my  'vife 

at  fach  odd  periods,  thr.t,  whethsr  I 

have  company,  or  am  obliged  to  go 

out  on  bufinefs  at  an  appointed  hour, 

I  never  can  be  certain  that  dinner  will 

be  ferved  according  to  the  time. 

*  This  unhappy   humour   in    her,' 

continued  he,  '  it  is  th^it  drives  me  fo 

'  much  abroad  ;  I  am  compelled  by  it 

*  to  entertain  my  friends  at  a  tavern, 

*  to  tranfaft  all  my  affairs  there;  and 
'  fometimes,  indeed,  to  refrefli  my  own 

*  fenfes  with  peace,  and  a  bit  of  meat 
'  dreffed  as  it  ought  to  be.  Kcv?  is  it 
'  poflible  I  fiiould  love  home,  when  the 

very  perlon  in  whole  power  it  chiefly 
is  to  render  it  agreeable,  exercifes  that 
power  rather  to  create  difguft  than 
likinc;  ?  I  once  loved  herj  and  none 
but  (he  herfeif  could  have  weaned  my 
heart  from  the  tender  paffion  I  had 
for  her:  but,  befides,  whenever  I 
complain  of  what  you  have  fsen,  and 
fome  other  irregularities  in  domefticic 
life,  file  burlls  into  tears  and  re- 
proaches ;  accufes  meof  unkindnefs, 
of  intemperance,  prophanenefs  to 
<  Heaven,  of  regarding  too  much  the 
'  things  of  this  world,  and  fuch  like 

*  Ituff;  which,  if  I  fiy  to  avoid,  I  sm 

*  at  lea'l  jullified  in  the  poet's  words — 


"   Clamours  our  privacies  uneafy  mnke, 
•'  BirJs  leave  the'u-  nefts  diflurbed,  and  beafts 
"  their  haunts  fcrfalce." 

Jemmy,  who  could  find  little  to  fay 
in  the  defence  of  Mrs.  Kelfey,  and  who 
had  too  much  complaifance  and  good- 
nature to  fay  any  thing  againft  her,  art- 
fully waved  theconveifacion,  and  ilart- 
ed  more  agreeable  fubjefts  ;  between 
which  and  the  bottle  they  pafled  the 
time  till  the  hour  arrived  which  called 
them  to  the  concert.  This  being  an  en- 
tertainment adapted  to  the  talte  of  both 
thefe  gentlemen,  it  is  not  to  be  doubted 
but  the  pleafure  they  received  m  it 
atoned  for  all  the  mortifications  of  the 
preceding  day :  but,  as  it  prelcnied  no- 


thing material  enough  to  acquaint  the 
reader  with,  we  fhall  make  no  farther 
mention  of  it. 


CHAP,      XVI. 

TREATS  ONLY  ON  SUCH  MATTERS 
AS,  IT  IS  HIGHLY  PROBABLE, 
SOME  READERS  WILL  BE  APT  TO 
SAY  .MIGHT  HAVE  BEEN  RECITED 
IN  A  MORE  LACONICK  MANNER, IF 
NOT  TOTALLY  OMITTED;  BUT 
AS  THERE  ARE  OTHERS,  THE 
AUTHOR  IMAGINES  MUCH  THE 
GREATER  NUMBER,  WHO  MAY  EE 
OF  A  DIFFERENT  OPINION,  IT  13 
JUDGED  PROPER  THAT  THE  MA- 
JORITY SHOULD  EE  OBLIGED. 


EMMY,  to  whom  the  riddle  of 
Mr.  Kelfey's  difagreement  with  his 
wife  was  now  fully  explained,  no  fconer 
found  himfelf  at  home,  and  alone,  thaa 
he  began  to  make  the  ferious  refle6lions 
both  on  the  accident  he  had  been  wit- 
nefs  of,  and  the  real  fource  frem  whence 
fuch  unfortunate  effefts  were  originally 
derived. 

*  It  is  not,'  faid  he  within  himfelf, 
youth,  beauty,  wealth,  or  even  a  m.u- 
tual  affection  in  the  parties  before 
marriage,  that  is  fafflcient  to  confti- 
tute  their  happirj«!s,  when  once  en- 
tered into  that  (^ate:  neither  Mr. 
Kelfey  nor  his  wife  are  wanting  iti 
any  of  thofe  endowments  or  accom- 
pliihments  which  one  would  think 
neceflary  to  endear  them  to  each  other; 
yet  how  miferable  are  they  !  It  mult 
therefore  be,  that  a  conformity  of 
principles,  a  parity  cf  fentiments  and 
humours,  and  a  certain  fympathy  of 
foul,  ou;;:'.r  to  be  thefirlt  links  in  the 
hvmene:  !  chsin  ;  and,  without  them, 
all  tiie  others  fall  to  the  ground,  and 
have  no  power  to  bind. 
'  I  think,'  continued  he,  *  that  my 
friend  has  every  requifite  for  making 
a  good  hufband,  were  it  his  lot  tt> 
have  been  united  to  a  vi'oman  of  his 
own  gay' temper;  and  the  lady,  who 
now  creates  iuch  unealinefs  both  to 
herfelf  and  him,  would  cenainly  have 
made  no  le.^s  excellent  a  wife,  had 
ilie  been  married  to  an  enthufiaft.* 
On  reafoning  farther,  under  variouo 
difcontents  xn?.t  fo  frequently  difturb 
the  felicity  of  conjugal  life,  he  con- 
cluded^ 
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cU)dtd,  that  good-nature  and  fimilitude 
of  dirpofition,  thoui^li  tlie  lall  tiiiogs 
confiilued,  and  ftldom,  if  ever,  en- 
quired into,  by  the  perfbns  about  to  be 
\iniied,  were,  indeed,  the  chief  ingre- 
dients to  make  their  future  happinefs. 

Thefc  confiderations  led  him  into  an 
examination  of  Jenny's  behaviour,  even 
from  h(.r  infancy,  with  much  greater 
attention  than  ever  he  had  done  before; 
and  the  move  he  did  fo  now,  the  iefs  he 
could  find  to  wifh  were  changed  :  no- 
thing had  ever  appeared  in  her  which 
feemcd  to  him  to  Hand  in  need  of  the 
leaft  rcftification ;  ftie  had  never  be- 
trayed a  too  ftiong  attachment  to  any 
one  thing;  no  caprice,  no  whimfical 
flights,  no  afFe£lation,  no  pride  of  ex- 
citing the  envy  of  her  own  fex,  or  of 
giving  pain  to  thofe  of  the  other.  In 
her  words  and  a6\ions  flie  preferved  the 
happy  medium  of  neither  being  too  gay 
and  giddy,  nor  toofuUen  andreferved  : 
nor  was  all  this  mere  outward  /hew; 
}ie  could  rot  fnfpeft  her  of  diiguife,  as 
he  had  known  her  before  ihe  could  ar- 
rive at  the  pov.'ei-,  even  if  fhe  had  the 
will,  of  pretending  to  be  other  than  llie 
really  was. 

Though  he  was  in  no  hafte  to  be 
xnariied,  jet,  as  he  intended  nothing 
more  than  being  fo,  one  time  or  other, 
great  caufe  he  had  to  tliank  Heaven  for 
being  fo  peculiarly  propitious  in  the 
lot  ordained  for  him  :  nor  was  he  in- 
fenfible  or  ungrateful  for  the  bounty, 
and  had  fo  true  an  efteem  and  affcilicn 
for  his  dear  Jenny,  that  we  may  ainioft 
give  it  to  the  reader  for  a  certainty,  that 
no  temptation  whatever  could  have 
made  him  entertain  the  lead;  thought  of 
any  oiher  woman  for  a  wife. 

He  went  pretty  early  the  next  morn- 
ing to  her  apartment,  which  he  leldom 
failed  to  do,  when  he  had  no  farther 
bufinefs  than  to  give  her  the  bonjcur; 
but  never  When  he  had  any  thing  to 
communicate  in  relation  to  the  agree- 
ment made  between  them  :  he  knew, 
indeed,  that  itie:  had  very  little  occafion 
for  any  lefions  of  improvement  from 
the  faults  of  others;  but  he  took  an 
infinite  plculure  in  hearing  the  judi- 
cious obfervatlons  (he  always  made  on 
every  occafion  that  prelented  iifelf  to 
her.  He  met  her  at  the  door;  her 
chair  waited,  and  (lie  was  jult  ready  to 
ilep  into  it.     *  You  are  guing  lut,  I 

*  perceive,'  faid  he;  '  and  I   will   not 

*  detain  you.',—'  Indeed  but  you  fnall,' 


replied  fliC;  '  I  was  only  going  to  cha- 
pel, which  I  can  do  as  well  in  tiie  af- 
ternoon.' 

*  But  how,'  rejoined  he,  '  fh:ill  I 
anfwerto  myfelf  for  being  an  impe- 
diment to  any  act  of  religion?'  — 
Religion,'  cried  fhe,'  does  not  en- 
join us  to  be  rude  or  un.kind  to  our 
friends  ;  and  I  knov/  not  if  a  juft  ob- 
fervance  of  the  duties  of  focial  life  be 
not  a  more  acceptable  facrifice  to  the 
Deity  than  ail  the  craifons  our  lips 
can  utter.'     She  faid  no  more  ;  but,. 

having  difmiffed  the  chairman,  mide 
Jemmygo  up  flairs ;  vv^here  flie  inftantly 
toliowed  him.  As  foon  as  they  were 
fat  down — *  I  dined  yefterday,'  faid  he, 
fmiling,  '  with  a  lady  who  would  have 

♦  thought  heifelf  guilty  cf  the  extremeil 
i.mpitty  and  prophanenefs  to  have 
fnewn  half  that  coinplaifance  to  her 
hu(band  which  I  have  ju!l  now  re- 
ceived from  you.' 

'  She  muft  then  have  very  little  af- 
feftion  forhim  indeed, 'repliedjenny; 
and  alfo  be  equally  ignorant  of  the 
laws  of  the  inititution  by  which,  as 
I  take  it,  (lie  is  bound  to  oblige  and 
to  obey  him  in  all  reafonable  things. 
But  I  fee,'  continued  Ihe,  'by  your 
countenance,  that  you  are  big  with 
fome  new  intelligence  ;  fo,  pray,  do 
not  delay  letting  me  have  it.' 
Jemmy  then  made  her  an  exaft  recital 

of  the  entertainment  he  had  met  with  at 
Mr.  Kelfey's  ;  the  brulee  between  the 
hufoand  and  the  wife;  the  impatience 
of  the  one,  and  the  provocation  given 
for  it  by  the  other.  Jenny  laughed 
heartily  at  the  beginning  of  the  flory, 
but  grew  more  grave  towards  tiie  latter 
end  of  it ;  and,  perceiving  he  had  con- 
cluded, gave  her  fentimentson  what  he 
had  been  telling  her  in  thefc  terms. 

*  Can  any  one  take  this  for  piety?' 
faid  flie.  '  I  would  not  be  fo  unchari- 
'  table  as  to  think  Mrs.  Kelfey  an  hy- 
'  pocflte;  but,  certainly,  fuch  a  beha- 

*  viour  has  nothing  in  it  of  the  air  of 

•  true  devotion!'  To  which  he  re- 
plied, that  he  muft  do  her  juftice  to  be- 
lieve, from  what  he  could  gather  from 
the  difcourfe  he  had  afterwards  with  her 
hufband,  who  was  not  in  a  difpoCtion 
to  be  more  favourable  than  the  occ.ifion 
required,  that  all  the  miftakes  (he  is 
guilty  of  proceeti  entirely  from  too 
warm  a  zeal  in  what  ihe  thinks  the  du- 
ties of  religion. 

f  There  are  hours  enough,'  faid  fhe. 
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«  to  be  fpent  in  prayer,  wiihout  break- 

*  ing  in  upon  thofe  which  llie  oeconomy 

*  of  the  family  requires.  I  ann  far  frosn 

*  depreciating  religious   worlhip;   but 

<  there  are  ti;nes  for  all  thinas  :  and 
«  Mrs.  Kelfey  mak.es  choice  of  fuch  as 

<  are  d^  utterly  improper,  as,  if  it  really 

<  arift'S  from  piety,  renders  it,  in  my 

<  opinion,  fuch  a  kind  of  piety  as  has 

*  little  merit  in  it.  I  am  rather  afraid,' 
continued  fiie,  after  a  paufe,  'that, 
'through   lloth,    and  a  certain  indo- 

*  lence  in  nature,  ihe  negle6ls  paying 
«  that  tribute  to  Heaven  which  is  due 

*  from  every  reafonable  creature  at  fit 

*  times  ;  and  at  length,  remembering 
'  her  omiirun,    runs  to   wipe  ofi  one 

<  fault  by  committing  a  ftill  gieaier: 

*  for  I  would  fun  know,  whether  driv- 
«  ing  a  hufband  to  the  extremes  you 
«  fay  Mr.  Kelfey  is  guilty  of,  be  not  a 
«  much  worfe  error  than  even  not  pray- 

*  ing  at  all  ?  For  my  part,'  added  (he, 
with  a  more  gay  air,  •  I  fhould  have  no 

*  notion  of  favingmy  own  foul  by  do- 

*  in<y  what  would  infallibly  ruin  ano- 
'  ther's  i  efpeciallv  that  of  a  perfon  in 
«  whofe  happinefs,  both  here  and  here- 
«  after,  I  ought  to  take  fo  great  an  in- 
«  tereft.' 

Jemmy  had  a  very  high  regard  both 
for  the  myfteries  and  duties  of  revealed 
riligionj'though,  like  maft  other  gr.y 
gentlemen  of  his  age,  he  was  little  prac- 
tifed  in  the  rules:  but,  had  he  been  a 
more  ftrifl  obferver  of  church  difci- 
nline.  he  could  not  well  have  dilap- 
proved  of  thefentiments  Jenny  had  de- 
clared. He  told  her  (he  had  argued 
like  a  cafuid  ;  and  that  he  was  uire 
there  was  never  a  clergyman  in  Eng- 
land but  mutt  agree  with  her  on  this 
point. 

'  I  do  not  know  that,'  anfwered  ihe; 

*  but,  I  can  tell  you,  I  durll  not  fpeaic 
'  in  the  manner  I  have  done,  without 

*  thinking  I  had  fufficient  authority  for 

*  it,  from  a  little  account  given  to  my 

*  father,  by  a  very  learned  and  worthy 

*  divine,  of  one  of  his  pari.Hliioners.     I 

*  was  very  young  when  I  h::3rd  it ; 
'  but,  as  it  made  a  lafting  impreifion  on 
'  my  mind,  if  you  will  afford  me  your 
'  attention,  I  will  repeat  it.'  Jemmy 
having  affured  her  flie  would  confer  a 
very  great  obligation  on  him  by  fo  do- 
ing, The  went  on  with  her  difcourfe  in 
this  manner. 

'  The   reverend   gentleman    I  have 

*  meiuioned,'  faid  fl;e,  '  was  not  only 
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'  an  excellent  preacher,  but  alfo  an  ex- 
'  cellent  mm  ;   all  his  actions  were  fo 

*  many   precepts,    and    his   example  a 

*  kind  ot  living  law  :  for  there  was  no 
'  virtue  which  he  laboured  to  infpiie 
'  in  others  that  he  did  not,  in  the  highcft 
'   degree,  put  in  practice  himfelf.     He 

*  frequently  favoured   my  father  with 

*  his  company,'  continued  flie :  <  they 

*  were  extremely  intimate  ;  and,  wheo 

*  the  two  good  old  gentlemen  got  toge- 
'  ther,  there  never  was  a  gap  in  conver- 

*  fation.  One  evening,  in  particular,  he 
'  came  toour  houfej  and  my  father, who 

*  was  at  church  that  day,  and  found  a 
'  very  thin  congregation,  was  begin - 
'  ning  to  Undent  to  him  the  deciy  of 
'   religion;  to  which  the  doctor  replied 

*  in  ttiefe  terms ;  I  think  I  remember 

*  l;is  very  words:  *'  Aye,  Mr.  Jefr 
"  famy  1"  faid  he,  "  I  am  afraid  in- 
"  deed,  that  religion  is  at  a  very  lo\* 
*'  c'ob  at  this  time;  but  we  muit  not 
"  always  impute  the  want  of  it  to  thofs 
"  who  we  do  not  fee  conftantly  at  pub- 
"  lick  worfiiip,  even  though  we  (hould 
"  know  they  were  not  detained  fiorn  it 
*'  by  any  infirmity  either  of  mind  or 
♦'  of  body:  there  are  a  thou  iand  acci- 
"  dents  which  may  intervene,  and 
'•'  withhold  them  from  the  difcharge  oi 
*'  this  duty  ;  nay,  in  Tome  caks,  it 
"  may  ;o  happen  that  it  is  laudable  to 
"  be  abfent.  You  look  An  prized,  Mr» 
"  Jeffamy,"  continued  he,  perceiving 
'  my  father  did  i'o ;  "  but  I  can  eafily 
"  convince  you  of  the  truth  of  what  I 
"  fay.  I  came  now  fi-om  vifiting  » 
*'  lady,  who,  till  within  this  month,  ot 
"  thereabouts,  has  not  been  at  churcli 
"  for  near  I'even  years  ;  though,  before 
"  that  time,  nobody  more  conftantly 
•'•  attended  :  and  yet  I  firmly  believe 
"  that  there  is  not  a  better  and  mors 
"  pious  woman  in  the  world." 

'  Thefe  laft  words  were  far  from 

*  lelTening  the  altonifhment  my  father 
'  had  been  in  from  the  beginning  of 
'  this  difcourfe  ;  but  he  would  not  in- 
'  terrupt  the  doftorj  who  went  oa 
«  thus. 

*'  To  eafe  you  of  that  fufpenfe  which» 
"  I  find,  I  have  railed  in  you,"  faid 

*  he,  *'  know,  Mr.  Jeflamy,  that  tui% 
*'  excellent  lady  flew  not  from  divine 
"  fervice  to  purfue  the  pleafures  of  the 
"  town,  nor  to  gratify  any  (enfual  in» 
"  clination  of  her  own;  but  to  /hut 
"  herlelf  up  in  a  clofe  rooin  with  aa 
«'  aged   parent,  ',vho,  ^^reilid  beneath 

♦<  the 


4S 


JEMMY    AND    JENNY    JESSAMY. 


« 


*'  the  weight  of  years  and  infirmities, 
•'  unable  to  go  out  lierfelf,  and  equally 
"  unwilling  to  receive  any  vifits  from 
*'  thofe  who  knew  her  in  a  more  fan- 
*'  guine  ftate,  had  no  confolation  but 
in  the  dutiful  cares  of  this  beloved 
daughter,  who  was  continuallv  em- 
ployedabouther,admini(Teringevery 
thing  in  her  power  for  her  relief." — 
It  is  impolTihie  for  me,'  faid  Jenny, 
purfuing  the  thread  of  her  difcourfe, 

*  to  remember  half  the  encomiums  he 

*  made  on  this  aft  of  filial  piety  ;  but 

*  this  I  know,  that  1  have  ever  fince 
been  fully  convinced,  that,  while  we 
are  here  upon  earth,  ail  the  prayers 
we  can  make  to  Heaven  will  be  in- 
fuflicient  to  alone  for  iieglefting  to 
difcharge,  as  well  as  is  in  our  power, 
the  duties  of  our  fcveral  ftations.' 
Jemmy  was  now  about  to  tell  her 

tow  much  his  opinion,  in  this  point, 
coincided  with  what  fhe  had  deliveredj 
but  Hie  happened  to  be  in  a  very  talka- 
tive humour;  and  this  being  a  fubjefl: 
which,  in  her  ferious  moments,  h;id 
frequently  occurred  to  her,  /he  would 
not  quit  it  for  the  fake  of  hearing  any 
praifes  given  to  herfelf. 

•  Tiiere  are  fome  people,'  refumed 
fhe,  '  who  are  hypocrites  without  know- 

*  irg  themfelves  that  they  are  fo  ;  they 
fad,  they  pray  incefiantly;  they  are 
abundant  in  giving  to  charitable  ufes, 
and  do  many  other  great  and  laudable 
aftions ;  but  then  they  do  them  net 
fo  much  for  the  fake  of  the  religion 
that  enjoins  us  to  do  all  the  good  we 
can,  as  for  the  fake  of  gratifying  their 
own  vanity  in  being  able  to  perform 
more  than  their  neighbours.' — '  This 
is  oftentation,'  cried  Jemmy,  inter- 
rupting her;   *  anti  I  am  afraid  that  too 

*  many  of  thofe  great  aftions,  io  hy- 

*  perbolically  extolled  in  pantgyrick, 

*  if  fearched  into  the  bottom,  would 
*■  be  found  to  proceed  from  no  other 

*  fource.'— '    Oftentation,'   anfwercd 
fhe,  '  is  different  from  the  propcnfity  I 

*  mean.  Oftentation,  as  I  take  it,  is 
rather  an  ambition  of  appearing  bet- 
ter in  the  eyes  of  others  than  we  ei- 
ther are,  or  will  take  any  pains  to  be, 
in  faft:  but  what  I  am  (peaking  of 
is  an  innate  triumph  of  the  heart;  a 
mental  exultation  within  curfelves  in 
the  imagination  that  we,  in  reality, 
excel  other  people ;  and  this,  I  think, 
may  be  called  a  fpiritual  pride.  I 
have  heard  fuch  ftrange  ftoiics,'  coa« 


tinned  Jenny,  *  fuch  unaccountable  in- 

*  ftances,  in  relation  to  this  fame  fpj- 

*  ritual  pride  among  the  nuns  abroad, 
'  as  I  ftiould  have  looked  upon  to  have 
'  been    mere   inventions  to  depieciate 

*  and  ridicule  that  way  of  worftiip,  if 

*  they  had  not  been  folemnly  averred  to 
'  me  by  a  lady  who  is  herfelf  a  Roman 

*  Catholick,  was  two  years  a  penfioner 

*  in  a  monaftery  at  Paris,  and  an  eye- 
'  witnefs  of  the  truth  of  what  fhe  faid.' 

Here  flie  was  preparing  to  repeat  fome 
of  thofe  particulars  which  the  lady  had 
made  her  acquainted  with  ;  but  was 
prevented  by  a  fervant  who  came  into 
the  room  to  call  her  down  to  dinner: 
on  which  Jemmy,  as  fhe  was  a  boarder, 
took  his  leave,  probablj'  with  lefs  re- 
luftance  if  the  fubjeft  they  had  been 
engaged  in  had  happened  to  be  one  of 
a  more  entertaining  nature.  Nor  will 
the  reader  find  any  reafon  to  be  greatly 
diifatisfied  at  the  breaking  off  a  con- 
verfation  which  could  be  little  improv- 
ing, as  an  excefs  of  devotion  is  not 
among  the  reigning  errors  of  the  pre- 
fent  times. 


CHAP.      XVII. 

WILL  IN  ALL  LIKELIHOOD  APPEAR, 
TO  THE  GRE.^TEST  P.^RTOF  OUR 
READERS,  A  GOOD  DEAL  MORE 
INTERESTING  THAN  THE  FOR- 
MER. 


A= 


FTER  that  converfation  which 
had  engroftl-d  the  whole  of  the 
preceding  Chapter,  a  multiplicity  of 
engagements,  of  one  fort  or  other,  fo 
took  up  Jemmy's  time,  that  he  could 
not  find  one  hour  to  vifit  his  beloved 
and  moft-deferving  miftrefs  for  three 
days  fv-cceffivcly;  but  on  the  evening 
of  the  latter,  he  found,  on  his  coming 
home,  a  little  billet  from  her,  which 
had  been  left  for  him  in  the  afternoon  j 
the  contents  whereof  were  as  follow. 

*  TO  JAMES  JESSAMY,  ESCJ^ 
*    DEAR   JEMMY, 

*  A  Propofal  has  been  made  to  me, 
"^■*-  '  which,  before  I  accept  of,  I  am 

'  defirous  to  acquaint  you  with.      If 

*  this  is  fo  fortunate  as  to  find  you  at 
'  home,  fiiall  be  glad  of  feeing  you  this 
'  evening;  if  not,  expeft  ycu  will  not 

*  fail  of  calling  on  mc  ia  the  morning 

*  as 
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<  as  early  as  you  can;  becaufe  I  have 
*  promif^d  to  give  my  final  anf-ver  Tome 
'  time  to-morrow.  I  am,  with  ail  fin- 
«  cevity,  dear  Jemmy,  yours,  &c.  &c. 

♦  J.  Jess  AMY.' 

On  the  fiift  mention  of  this  billet, 
sfter  an  abfence  of  iu  ur.ufual  a  length 
between  ihcle  two  lovers,  when  in  the 
fame  town  together,  I  dare  believe  that 
manyof  my  female  readers  expeil  to  find 
it  filled  either  with  reproaches  or  com- 
7  plaints;  or,  peihaps,  with  a  mixture  of 
both;  but  Jenny  was  of  a  different  com- 
plexion from  the  generality  of  her  (ex; 
fhe  could  love  without  anxiety,  and, glad 
as  ilie  was  wl\encver  flie  law  tb.e  ohjcit 
of  her  paifson,  was  never  angry  or  un- 
happy when  rtte  law  him  not.  If  ail 
women  could  bring  I'lemfelvcs  to  be- 
liave  in  the  manner  J*^nny  did,  I  can- 
I  not  but  think  tiicy  would  find  their  ac- 
1  count  in  it,  not  only  in  the  tranquillity 
(if  their  own  minds,  but  alfo  in  render- 
ing more  permanent  the  affc6lion  of  the 
man  they  loved :  doubts,  fufpicior.s, 
nnd  jealoufies,  though  arifing  from  a 
lender  caufe,  fre^^uently  hurry  the  per- 
I'on  pofTc-ffed  of  tlK-m  into  fuch  furious 
,  marks  of  reientment,  as,  if  the  lover  has 
the  leall  inclination  to  break  off,  gives 
him  a  f<iir  pretence  of  doing  fo. 

The  guiliy  heart,  which,  perhaps, 
niight  be  in  time  reclaimed  by  it's  own 
confcioufnefs  of  being  in  the  wrong,  is 
often  hardened  by  upbraidings ;  there 
is  a  certain  pride  and  ohftinacy  in  Tome 
natures  which  will  not  bear  reproof, 
and  makes  .them  perfifl  in  the  errors 
which  themfelves  condemn,  only  be- 
cauie  they  are  condemned  by  others. 
But  if  the  man  who  knows  he  jufily 
merits  all  the  reproaches  he  can  be  load- 
ed with,  can  fo  ill  endure  rei)uke,  how 
fliali  the  innocent, the  faithful  lover.fup- 
poit  it?  To  be  accufed  of  a  crioie  his 
very  apprehenfion  (hudders  at,  to  be 
treated  by  th6  woman  he  adores  with  a 
fullen  coidnefs,  and  with  caufelefs  tef- 
timonies  of  fufpicion,  muft  give  him  the 
moft  poignant  inquietude :  and  though 
he  may  fubmit  to  it  at  firft,  and  beeven 
pleafed,  as  imagining  fuch  a  behaviour 
an  indication  of  the  molt  tender  palTion 
in  his  miflrefs;  yet,  when  he  finds  ail 
bis  endeavours  to  calm  the  tempelt  in 
her  foul  are  fruitlefs,  he  will  at  laft,  el- 
pecially  if  he  is  a  man  of  ienfe  and  ipi- 


rit,  be  wearied  out  j  as  t!ie  poet  truly 
fays— 

*  Small  jealoufiss,  indeed,  enfiam-  dcfire  ; 

'  Too  great  not  tan,  but  quite  put  out  ths  fi.c.-' 

Or  as  another,  in  my  opinion,  more 
empliatically  expreiTes  his  fenfe  of  the 
matter — 

*  'Tis  juil,  when  doubts  without  foundation 

'  grow, 

*  Thofe  who  believe  us  falfe  (hould  find  us  fo.' 

But  I  have  feen  too  much  bow  far 
the  power  of  jealoufy,  a  pallion  truly 
called  the  poifbn  of  love,  operates  on  a 
female  mind,  not  to  be  fenii'.ije,  that  all 
the  advice  I  can  give  on  this  occafiori 
-will  be  entirely  thrown  away;  and  that 
I  have  more  rcafon  to  afk  pardon  of  my 
fair  readers  for  this  digreflion,  than  to 
flatter  rtiyfeif  they  will  be  any  way  pro- 
fited by  it.  To  return  to  the  bufinefs 
of  my  hillory:  it  was  too  late  whea 
Jemmy  received  the  above-mentioned 
fbrnmonsfrom  his  miftrefs  to  attend-her 
that  nightj  but  he  complied  with  it  very 
early  tlie  next  morning,  according  to  her 
requeft;  and,  indeed,  much  iboncr  than 
file  could  reafcnably  have  expelled  he 
would  have  been  ftirring.  He  found 
her  encompafTed  with  trunks  and  band- 
boxes, and  very  bufy  in  packing  up  her 
apparel  :  '  You  have  found  me  prepar- 
'  ing  for  a  journey,'' cried  flie;  '  whicn^ 
'  notwithftanding,  I  would  neither  j-e- 
'  foiveupon,  nor  promife  to  take,  with- 

*  out  receiving  your  approbation  of  it.' 
— 'You  furprize  mei'iaid  he:  'ajour- 

*  ney  !  and  wait  for  my  approbation  of 

*  it  1' — '  Yes,'  replied  fhe  ;  '  it  was 
'  to  that  end  I  fent  for  you  in  fuch  a 

*  hurry:  but  fit  dov.-n,  and  I  will  tell 
'  you  all.'  Jemmy  then  took  a  chair; 
and, fhe  placing  herfelf  in  another  oppo- 
fite  to  him,  began  as  follows. 

'  You  mufl  know,'  laid  fhe,  'that  I 
'  dined  yetferday,  bv  invitation,  at  La- 
'  dy  Speck's;  her  filter,  Mrs.  Wing- 
'  man,  was  with  her;  they  are  both  go- 

*  ing  to  Bath  to-morrow,  and  were  very 
'  urgent  with  me  to  accompany  them. 
'  As  I  never  faw  that  place,  and  have 
'  heard  fo  much  of  it,  I  mult  confefs  I 

fliould  be  well  enough  pleafed  to  go 
with  them  thither;  eipecially  when  I 
have  the  opportunity  of  being  efcort- 
ed  by  three  or  four  flout  fellows  wit'i 
G       .  *  fiis- 
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*  fireaiTns,  by  wny  of  defence   frora 

*  the  gentlemen  colleft  is  on  the  road.' 
^'   I   know,'  replied   Jemmy,    '   that 

*  Lady  Speck  will  abate  nothin|;  that 
<•  (he  thinks  becoming  her  quality,  and 
'  always  travels  in   a  genteel  manner. 

*  And  fo  you  fet  out  to-morrow  ?' — 'I 

*  do  not  tell  you  I  fliall  fet  out  at  all,' 
anfwered  ftje;  '  for  I  am  not  yetdeter- 

*  mined.'  Jemmy  then  aiked  her  on 
what  motive  ftie  hefitated.     '  Can  yoa 

*  not  guei's?'  cried  fhe,  looking  kindly 
on  hint.  '  No,  upon  my  honour!'  faid 
he.     '  Then  you  are  not  fo  juft  to  me 

*  as  you  ought  to  be,'  returned  fhe 
gravely:  'you  might  have  thought  I 

would  agree  to  nothing  of  this  na- 
ture, without  having  iirft  confulted 
you/ 

'  Me  r  cried  Jemmy;  *  did  you  not 
tell  me  you  fliould  like  to  go?'— 
Yes,'  replied  ftie;  '  but,  as  I  fuppofe, 
according  to  the  footing  on  which  we 
now  ftand,.  that  it  will  be  my  duty 
hereafter  to  fubmit  my  inclinations  to 
the  regulation  of  your  will,  I  thought 
it  proper  to  give  you  a  previous  fam- 
ple  hc'.v  eafy  it  will  be  for  me  to  do 
fo.  In  iine,  my  dear  Jemmy,  I  will 
not  go  without  your  confent;  ncx 
even  without  your  approbation.' 

•  This  is  indeed  a  proof  of  tender- 
nefs,'  cried  he,  <  which  I  could  not 
expe6l,ncr  can  any  way  deferve,unlefs 
it  be  by  joining  my  entreaties  with 
the  ladies,  that  you  will  not  refufe 
their  requeft.'  Infpeakingthefe  words 

he  rofe  from  his  feat,  and  fnatched  her 
to  his  arms  with  an  infinity  of  tranfport 
and  affeflion.  'Then  you  are  willing,' 
laid   file,   returning  him  his   embrace, 

*  to  part  with  me  for  the  long  i'pace  of 

*  fix  or  feven  weeks  at  leall  ;  for  they 

*  do  not  purpofe  to  return  fooner.' 

*  I  wili  not  pretend  to  be  fo  much 

*  the  matter  of  myfeif,'  faid  he,  ftiil 
holding  htr  by  the  hand,  '  as  to  be  per- 

*  fetliyconient  during  AkIi  a  feparJtion 

*  as  you  have  mentioned  ;  but  I  can  fee 

*  no  reafon  to  put  my  patience  to  fo  fe- 

*  vere  a  trial ;  I  migiit  follow  you  di- 

*  recily,  but  it  Kappcn*  unluckily  that 
'  my  Iteward,  whom  I  have  fent  fur, 

*  comes  to  town  to-morrow,  and  the 

*  affairs  I  have  to  fettle  with  him  will 

*  detain  me  for  fome  days :  but  I  be- 

*  lleve  I  may  flatter  raylelf  with  feeing 

*  my  dear  Jenny  at  Bath  within  a  fort- 
,*.  night  at  the  very  fartheft.' — '  May  I 

*  tJicH  expect  you  V  cncd  (he,  with  a 
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voice  which  exp;  tffed  the  utmoff  fatis^ 
failion.  '  You  may  not  only  expeft, 
'  but  depend  upon  my  coming,'  an<- 
fwered  he :  '  you  liave  the  gieatcft  fe-- 
'  curiiy  tor  it  that  is  in  nature,  which 
'  is  that  of  my  own  inclination.  Ee- 
'  lieve  me,  my  dear  Jenny,  that  I  never 
'  was  eafy  when  abfent  from  you-  for 

*  any  length  of  time;    the  thoughts  of 

*  you  Ifill  mingled  v/ith  all  the  little 
'  iports  and  recieations  of  my  child- 
'  hood;  and  now,  when  riper  years  have 

*  made  me  more  truly  fenfible  of  the. 
'  perfefilicns  you  are  mifti-efs  of,  I  feel 
'  it  would  be  an  utter  impofllbility  to 

*  live  without  feeing  you.' 

She  anfwered  thefe  fond  exprefliors 
with  others  no  lefs  endearing ;  after 
which  fhe  told  him,  that,  fincehe  apreed 
to  her  going,  and  had  promifed  to  fol'- 
low,  fhe  would  fend  immediately,  and 
let  Lady  Speck  know  fhe  fliould  be  rea- 
dy to  attend  her  laJy  (hip  next  morning. 
Jemmy  then  left  lier  to  do  as  Ihe  had 
faid,  and  went  heme  to  drefs;  but  re- 
turned in  the  evening,  and  liaid  fupper 
with  her,  when  nothing  pafTcd  of  con- 
fequence  enough  to  trouble  the  reader 
with,  except  his  renewing  the afiuranccs 
l»e  before  had  given  her  of  feeing  her  at 
Bath  as  foon  aa  his  bufinefs  was  dif- 
patched^ 
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E  N  X  Y  thought  fhe  had  all  the  rea- 
fon imaginable  to  be  pleafed  with 
this  excurfion,  not  only  in  the  gratifi- 
cation of  her  curiofity  in  the  fight  of  a 
place  flie  had  heard  fo  much  of,  but  al- 
fo  in  the  fbciety  of  th^;  company  fhe  went 
with;  of  whoie  cliaraiSers  it  is  highly 
proper  to  give  the  reader  fome  account. 
Lady  Speck  had  been  the  wife  of  a 
psrfon  of  dillinilion,  whom  fhe  lolt  in 
the  firft  year  of  their  majriage  ;  but  as 
lov2  had  not  been  in  the  lea  it-con  fu  I  ted 
by  either  party  in  tlvi  formation  of  that 
union,  fo  grief  had  t-cv  his  death  little 
etfed,  either  on  the  delicacy  of  her  com- 
plexion, or  the  fprightlinefs  of  her  hu- 
mours fhe  had  alfo  fome  confolations 
which  many  widows  want  j  for,  befides 

a  very 
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Ti'very  large  jointure  fettled  on  lier  by 
her  marriage-articles,  (lie  was  now  in 
poffeflion  of  an  edate  of  near  two  thoii- 
fand  pounds  a  year,  by  the  demife  of  an 
iincle.  The  age  of  this  ladv  did  not  ex. 
ceed  twenty-'five;  Mifs  Wing-man,  who 
was  her  liTter  by  her  mother's  fide,  was 
■fix  or  fcven  years  yosnger,  and  a  great 
heirefs  ;  both  of  them  had  a  great  deal 
•of  wit  and  vivacity;  but  though  they 
i?.w  all  the  gay  coii;pany  in  the  town, 
and  converfcd  freely,  neither  of  them 
lind  been  guiltv  of  any  ihlngthat  could 
oill  their  condb6t  in  cjueftion,  or  cnft  a 
blemifh  on  their  reputations.  Thele  In- 
dies, to  whofe  charafters  I  fliould  alio 
have  added  that  of  iheir  being  vtry  a- 
greeable  in  their  perfons,  could  not  fai'l 
o'f  attrafting  a  great  number  of  admir- 
ers ;  and  as  their  going  to  I^sth  was  no 
fecret,  thofe  who  were  moft  eager  to 
prove  the  llncerity  of  their  attachment, 
thought  they  could  not  do  it  i^n  a  better 
way  than  by  following  them.' 

But  there  were  two  who  dil^inguifii- 
ed  themfelves  from  all  the  reft  of  their 
competitors,  by  a  particular  a6t  of 
■knight-errantry  :  thefe  were  Mr.  Love- 
grove  and  Lord  Huntley;  the  one  had 
for  fome  time  made  his  addrefles  to  La- 
dy Speck,  and  the  other  either  was,  or 
pretended  to  be,  pifiionately  devoted  to 
her  filter.  Theie  gentlemen,  who  were 
intimate  friends,  and  ttie  confidants  of 
e?.ch  other's  paflicn,  contrived  a  little 
plot  of  love  and  gallantry  between  them, 
the  idea  of  which  gave  them  as  much 
piealure  as  they  doubted  not  but  their 
miftrefles  would  receive  in  the  execu- 
tion of  it.  Having  taken  care  to  in- 
form themfelves  as  exaiSlly  as  poiTible 
of  the  time  in  which  the  ladies  were  to 
fet  out,  they  left  London  fome  hours 
fooner,  and  arrived  at  Maidenhead  ear- 
ly enough  to  accomplifh  what  they  had 
projefted.  They  put  up  at  the  firft  great 
inn  in  the  town;  and,  having  given  or- 
ders for  a  very  elegant  dinner  to  be  pre- 
pared, ported  tlveml-elves  in  a  room  that 
looked  towards  the  road,  that  they  might 
•be  ready  to  intercept  the  ladies,  in  cafe 
they  fhould  not  intend  to  bait  at  this 
place. 

This  precaution  was  neceffary,  for 
Lady  Speck's  Jehu  was  driving  furi- 
oyfly  on,  as  they  generally  do  when  paf- 
fing  throu<;h  any  town  or  village  where 
they  have  not  orders  to  itop.  The  gen- 
tkmen  faw  them  at  a  diftance,  and  im- 
im^^diatelv  fallied  out.    JLoid  Huntley's 


two  fervants  laid  hold  of  the  bridles  of 
the  fore-horles,  and  one  of  Mr.  Love- 
grove's  with  an  authoritative  voice  call- 
ed to  the  coachman  to  draw  hack 'the 
reins;  their  pi  incipals,at  the  fame  time, 
advanced  at  the  coach  dior,  andaccoft- 
ed  rhcfe  within  it  in  rhefe  terms:  '  We 
'  arrell  you,  ladies,  in  the  name  of 
*  Love,'  fiiid  Lord  Huntley,  'that  god, 
'  fo  iiniverfally  obeyed,  has  commil'- 
'  fioned  us,  his  faithful  votaries,  to  ftop 
'  your  farther  progrefs  without  his  fpe- 
'  cial  leave.' — '  Ceres  and  Bacchus  are 
'  two  of  the  party,'  added  Mr.  Love- 
grove  ;  '  and  it  would  be  in  vain  for 
'  yon  to  think  of  refilling  their  united 
'  influence.' 

That  inomentarv  furprize  wliich  the 
ladies  were  in  at  the  fiil'i  (loppage  of 
their  coach,  vanished  on  the  fight  of  the 
perfons  who  had  occafioned  it;  and 
Ladv  Speck,  who  happened  to  fit  on 
that  fide  where  they  were,  anf.vered  witK 
a  great  deal  of  fpirit — '  Wc  have  no- 
'  thing  to  do  with  the  niilcrhievous  lit- 
tle deity;  but  as  to  Ceres  and  Bac- 
chus, they  are  beneficent  powers,  and 
I  think  we  ought  to  fliew  them  fome 
coniplaifance. — What  fay  you,  la- 
dies ?'  continued  fhe,  turning  to  her 
firier  and  Mil's  Jelfamy  ;  the  latter  cf 
whom  being  wholly  luitcquainted  with 
the  gt-ntlemen,  made  no  reply,  nor  in- 
deed held  Ihe  time;  forMifs  Wingman 
prefently  took  up  the  word,  and  laid 
— •  Nay,  fifter,  I  think  we  have  no 
'  choice  to  make  ;  we  are  taken  prifon- 
*  ers,  and  mult  fubmit  to  the  laws  of 
'  the  conquerors."" 

The  coach-door  was  then  opened,  the 
ladies  were  handed  out,  and  conducted 
into  a  loom,  where  they  found  the  ta- 
b^le-cloth  laid,  and  fide-board  fet  forth 
with  as  much  elegance  and  propriety  as 
if  they  had  been  in  their  own  houies  ; 
but  as  they  came  fomewhat  fooner  ihan 
the  gentlemen  expei5ted,  Mr.  Lovegiove 
left  Ltird  HtintKy  to  entertain  them  for 
a  moment,  while  hewer.t  down  to  give 
orders  iforhaftening  dinner.  As  he  was 
reiunv.ng  from  thhs  little  expedition,  a 
polt-chaile,  attended  by  one  fervant, 
came  galloping  i(.ro  the  yar'<  of  the  inns 
the  perlon  who  alighted  from  it  was  Sir 
Robert  Manley,  a  very  great  acquain- 
tance of  Mr.  Lovegrovc's  ;  they  imme- 
diately law  each  other,  and  mutually 
advanced  with  open  arms.  On  putting 
the  queition  to  eacn  other  concerning 
the  rcut  they  were  puiJ'uing,  Love- 
G  2.  £r""^e 
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grcve  related,  in  a  few  words,  the  me- 
thod Lord  Huptley  and  l/niifeli  had 
taken  to  ingratiate  t'lemfelves  into  the 
favour  of  their  miftreffes. 

*  You  aie  happy  fellows,''  faid  Sir 
Robert,  I'lniling.  '  I  am  for  Bath  too; 
^  but  you  fee  how  forlorn  nnd  lolitary 

*  iiiv  juurney  will  be  in  comparilon  -of 

*  yours,  who  carry  along  with  ycu  thofs 
*, plea  ill  res  I  am  obliged  to  go  in  fearch 

*  of.'  M)'.  Lovegrove  then  told  him, 
there  was  a  third  lady  in  company, 
'  Who,  young  and  handlbme  as  (lie  is,' 
faid  he,  '  is  like  to  have  but  a  dull  time 

*  of  it,  as  my  lord  and  I  have  oui-  par- 

*  ticular  attachments;  therefore,  if  I 
'  could  prevail  on  you  to  join  us,  we 

*  fiiouldbeall  right,  and  more  at  liber- 
^  ty    to  indulge   our   feveral    inclina- 

*  tions.'— '  1  underftand  you,'  replied 
the  baionet  ;  '  and  was  never  backwaid 

*  in  my  life  to  come  to  the  relief  of  a 

*  ditheffed  fair-one.  I  ihall  find  fome- 

*  thing  or  other  to  fay  to   lier,  while 

*  you  are  entertaining  your  m.iftrefiTes.' 
On  this  tlie  other  propofed  that  he 
fhould  profecuie  his  journey  with  them 
ill  Lord  Huntley  s  landau;  to  which 
he  alfo  agreeins;,  difcharged  in  the  fame 
inftant  the  poft-chaife  thatiiad  brought 
Jiim  thither,  and  iliey  went  iip  flairs  to- 
gether to  join  the  company. 

'  I  have  ftaid  a  long  time,'  faid  Mr. 
Lovegrove,  prefenting  Sir  Robert;  '  but 
?  have  brought  my  excufein  my  hand.' 
This  gentleman  was  particularly  known 
to  Lord  Huntley,  and  no  ilranger  to 
Lady  Speck  and  her  fifter,  and  was  re- 
ceived by  them  with  all  imaginable  de- 
mon llr?.tions  of  fatisfaftion;  but  Jenny, 
not  having  the  leafi  perfonal  acquaint- 
ance with  him,  faid  no  more  than  what 
bare  civility  demanded  from  her  to  a 
jTjan  of  his  rank  and  character.  The 
coBverfation,  during  the  time  of  dinner, 
becoming  extremely  gay  and  fpirited, 
our  young  heroine  bore  a  put  in  it  with 
fo  much  wit  and  vivacity,  which,  add- 
ed to  her  other  charms,  could  not  fail 
of  captivating  almoll  any  heart  not  al- 
ready ftrpngly  prepoiTclfcd  in  favoui- of 
another  objeit;  his  lordfhip  and  Mr. 
Lovegrove  v^'ere  defended,  riot  only  by 
tlie  ideas,  but  alfo  by  the  prefence,  of 
their  miftriiflTcs;  but  vyhat  the  heart  of 
Sir  Robert  Manley  felt  on  the  fud<ien 
jufh  of  fuch  united  perfcelionsvyiil  very 
portly  be  difcovered. 

Jt  would  be  quite  needlefs  to  tellthe 


reader  that  thetablewns  elegantly  ferv- 
ed,  for  no  one  can  luppofe  that  gentle- 
men v.ho  had  taken  lb  much  pains  to 
acquire  an  opportunity  of  entertaining 
their  miihelTes,  would  omit  any  thing 
for  that  purpofe  which  the  place  they 
were  in  was  cap;.hle  of  furniihi)ig.  Ths 
fame  fpirit  cf  gallantry  continued  dur- 
ing the  wJiole  journey:  wherever  they 
bailed,  wiiich  wasas  often  as  anyagree- 
able  profpe^l  invited,  the  ladies  had  no- 
thing to  pay.  either  for  themfelves,  their 
fervants,  or  their  horl'es.  As  they  tra- 
velled very  leifurely,  tliey  fo.ind,  on 
their  ariival  at  Bath,  their  women  at- 
tendants, who  had  come  down  v.ith 
their  luggas^e  in  the  (lage-coach,  had 
been  thnc  fome  hours  before  them,  and 
prepared  every  thing  neceflary  for  their 
rcceotion  at  the  lodgings  wliich  Lady 
Speck  had  previouily  taken  care  to  fcr 
cure. 

It  being  towards  evening  when  they 
came  into  the  town,  the  gentlemen,  af- 
ter feeing  their  fair  companions  fafe  in- 
to their  apartmenvs,  withdrew,  on  pre^ 
tence  of  leaving  them  to  take  that  re- 
pofe  which  the  delicacy  of  their  confti- 
tutions  might  lequire;  but,  in  reality, 
to  go  about  the  execution  of  a  projeft 
they  had  all  three  been  concerting  on 
the  road,  and  which  they  imagined 
u'ouid  give  the  ladies  a  fecond  furprize, 
no  lefs  agreeable  than  the  former.  They 
had  been  told  there  were  a  company  of 
players,  and  a  tolerable  good  band  of 
mufick,  at  that  time  in-town;  and  as 
thefe  people  were  to  be  employed  for 
what  they  had  defigned,  they  went  di- 
re61:ly  to  the  the-itre,  and  hired  fuch  as 
they  found  molf  fit  for  their  purpofe; 
which  was  no  other  than  to  compliment 
the  laiiit^;.  on  their  ariival,  in  a  manner 
altogethtr  new  and  unexpeiled. 

L'jrd  Huntley,  who  was  a  native  of 
the  kingdom  of  Ireland,  had  brought 
over  with  him  a  little  mofical  inter- 
lude, which  had  been  exhibited  at  a 
marriage  fea(t  where  his  lordlhip  had 
been  a  gueft.  As  they  were  upon  the 
fubjefl  of  gallantry,  he  propofed  to  Mr. 
Lovegrove  to  entertain  the  ladies  with 
this  piece,  by  way  of  giving  them  their 
welcome  to  Bath,  in  cafe  they  (houid  be 
able  to  procure  people  to  perform  ths 
parts.  The  peribnages  which  compoftd 
the  drama,  were  Love,  Honour,  and 
Pleafure.  Mr.  Lovegrove  was  charm- 
ed with  the  thought  5  and  Sir  Robert 
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Manlev  faid,  that  nothing  could  be 
tnore  liiitably  adapted  to  the  delign  they 
were  at  preterit  upon. 

The  plav-houfe,  as  I  have  already 
faid,  fiipplied  them  with  performers 
better  than  they  coold  even  have  hoped 
for  in  that  place  :  a  flaxen-haired  bey, 
with  Iparklingeyes,  cheeks  which  imi- 
tated the  new-blown  rofe,  and  an  ad- 
mirable voice,  was  chofen  to  reprefent 
the  God  of  SoftDefires.  A  man  of  a 
molt  graceful  afpefl,  and  whohad  great 
flcill  in  muilck,  was  to  appear  in  the 
charaftr-r  of  Honour.  A  very  beautiful 
young  woman,  and  who  alfofuncr  •,vel!, 
was  10  afJume  the  name  of  PleafOre  ; 
and  leemed,  by  her  looks  and  manner, 
to  be  capable  of  giving  a  very  jull  idea 
of  the  charafter  (he  bore. 

Thefe  people,  properly  habited  and 
equipped  for  the  feveral  parts  they  were 
to  aft,  and  attended  by  muficians  with 
various  kinds  of  inftruments,  were  all 
placed  in  a  clofe  arbour,  at  the  farther 
end  ;'f  the  garden  belonging  to  the  houfe 
where  the  ladies  lodged  ;  the  midrefs 
of  wliich  Lord  Huntley  had  acquainted 
with  the  defign  of  furprizing  the  ladies 
with  a  morning's  entertainment,  and 
condufted  ihem  in  through  a  back-door 
with  kcreiy,  according  to  the  rinec- 
iions  given  her  by  his  lordfhip.  Every 
thing  being  thus  prepared,  a  fervant 
was  difpatched  to  the  ladies,  with  the 
compliments  of  Lord  Huntley,  Mr. 
Lovegrove,  and  Sir  Robert  Manley; 
and  entreating  permiilion  to  wait  on 
ihem,  which  being  granted,  they  all  im- 
mediately went  ;  the  latter  of  thefe  gen- 
tlemen having,  perhaps,  as  ftrong  an 
attachment  to  be  of  the  party  as  either 
of  the  former. 

Scarce  were  the  firft  falutations  over 
when  the  concert  began  with  an  over- 
ture of  wind  and  ftring  inftrutp.ents,  ac- 
companied Kj'nh  an  harpfichcrd :  the 
ladies  ftarted^ — '  Blefs  me!'   cried  one, 

*  what  is  this  ?'-^'  Mufick,'  cried  an- 
other;  'and  fo  near  us!  where  can  it 

•  come  from?" — '  The  founds,'  faid 
Mr.  Lovegrove,  '  feem  to  me  to  pio- 
'  ceed  frotn  behind  the'houfe.' — '  Cer- 
*.  tainiy  it  is  fo,'  rejoined  Lo«'d  Hunt- 
ley. *  I  fancy,  ladies,  you  will  hear 
*■  it  more  diftinftly  in  the  next  room.' 
In  fpeaking  thefe  words,  without  {lay- 
ing for  periniffion  to  do  fo,  he  threw 
open  the  toldiRg-doors,  and  they  all  ran 
in.  But  how  prodigioully  were  the  fair 
aiidicnce  lurprizsd,  when,  on  drawing 


up  the  curtains,  they  faw  the  garden 
planted  on  each  fide  with  muficians,who 
all,  at  the  fight  of  them,  bowed  with  the 
mcit  profound  reverence  almoft  to  the 
earth,  in  token  that  it  was  to  them  their 
prefent  labours  were  devoted. 

'  What  c:!n  this  mean  ?'  faid  Lady- 
Speck.  '  Here  are  thefe  coitiing,'  re- 
plied Mr.  Lovegrove,  '  who  I  believe 
'  will  explain  the  my.^ery.'  There  was 
time  for  no  more  on  either  fide  ;  Ho- 
nour ruHied  forth  from  his  leafy  covert, 
condufting  little  Cupid  by  the  hand, 
and  both  advanced  together  to  the  mid- 
dle of  the  aliey;  where,  after  making 
their  obeiCance  to  the  windows,  fhev 
began  a  duet,  exprefiing  the  advantages 
each  of  them  received  by  the  fei'ow/hip 
of  the  other.  Love  confe.Ted  that  his 
darts  carried  gMil  inftead  of  honey  into 
the  heart  they  re  iched,  when  not  under 
th°  direftion  of  Honour;  and  Honour 
arknov.'ledged,  he  never  appeared  fi> 
truly  amiable  as  when  accompanied  by 
Love.  They  had  no  fooner  ceafed  than 
Pleafure  came  tripping  out,  and  tolj 
them,  in  a  cantata,  whenever  the  two 
were  united,  (he  muft  necefiarily  follow- 
with  ail  the  fweets  of  Nature.  They 
made  her  f.iitable  anfwers  in  recitativo. 
After  which  the  whole  was  concluded 
with  a  grand  chorus. 

This  entertainment  had  all  the  eiFe61: 
that  could  be  wiflied  for  by  the  con- 
trivers of  it:  Jenny  was  charmed  wit!i 
the  elegance  of  the  deiign;Mifs  VVinp-_ 
man  with  the  words;  and  Lady  Speck 
with  the  rnuiick;  in  fine,  they  all  feem- 
ed  to  vie  whh  each  other  in  giving  the 
greattft  praifcs  to  it.  While  they  were 
thus  exprefiing  their  fatisfaftion,  the 
gentlemen  put  their  heads  out  of  the 
window ;  and  Lord  Huntlev,  inthename 
of  the  reft,  faid  to  the  aciiors — '  We 
'  (hall    fee    you    tiiis    evening   at   the 

*  theatre,   and  make  our  ackncwledg- 
'  ments  for  the  trouble  wc  iiave  givea 

*  you  :    in    the  mean   time,    you  may- 

*  carry  with  you  the  glory  ot  knowing 

*  your  performance  has  been  approved 
'  of  by  the  fineft  ladies  in  the  world.' 

On  this  the  players,  after  making  a 
low  bow  to  the  company,  retired,  and 
were  conduced  out  of  the  garden,  by 
the  gentlewoman  of  the  houle,  througti 
the  lame  gate  by  which  thev  had  cnteied. 
A  piece  of  gaiiantry,  fo  flattering  to 
the  vanity  of  the  young  and  gay,  could 
not  but  receive  from  Lidy  Speck  and 
her  fiilsr  ?,11  ths  retributions  u  demand- 
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«ed  from  them;  and  Jenny,  though  far 
i'rom  thinking  herfeif  a  pai  ty  interefted 
in  it,  faid  a  thoiiland  fine  tilings  in  it's 
|>rai!'e,  _ 

Charmed  as  the  lovers  were  with  the 
gracious  acceptance  their  miftrefles 
vouchfafed  to  what  they  had  done,  their 
politefiefs  reminded  tliem  that  they  had 
already  trani'greffed  the  iil'ual  boinida- 
ijes  of  a  morning's  vifit;  theiefove  they 
took  leave  till  a  more  convenient  hour 
of  the  day  (hould  permit  them  to  re- 
turn. 


CHAP.    XIX. 

TREATS  OF  MANY  TKI  N  G  S,  WHICH  , 
THOUGH  THEY  MAY  SEEM  AT 
PRESENT  LESS  AFFECTING  THAN 
SOME  OTHERS,  YET  ARE  VERY 
NECESSARY  FOR  THE  READER  TO 
T3E  ACQUAINTED  WITH  BEFORE 
WE  PROCEEDFARTHEK.  INTO  THE 
HISTORY- 

YOUTH,  beauty,  and  wit,  have 
defervi>ngly  a  very  powerful  in.flii- 
«tice  over  the  human  heart;  and  every 
day's  experience  obliges  us  to  own, 
diat  wealth,  without  the  aid  of  any  of 
<hefe,  isof  itfclf  fofiicient  to  captivate; 
it  fupplies  all  other  defeifls;  it  fmooths 
♦he  wrinkles  of  fcurlcore;  it  lliapes  de- 
formity into  comelinels,  and  gives 
frraces  to  idiotifm  iifelf;  as  it  is  faid 
hy  the  inimitable  Shakefpear^ — 

<•  -Gold  !   yellow,  glittering,  predoiis  gold  ! 
*Col(i!  that  will  make  black  white;  foul 

'  fair;  wrong  rij^hv; 
■*  Bafcnoblei  old  youn^;  cowardo  valiant  I' 

But  when  the  gifts  of  nature  arc 
joined  with  thofenf  fortune,  how  ftrong 
is  the  attr-j61ion !  How  irrefiftible  is  the 
force  of  fuch  united  charms  !  Accord- 
ing to  the  words  of  the  humorous 
pcet— 

*  Hence  'tis,  no  lover  hns  the  power 

*  T'  enforce  a  dtfpcrate  amour; 

'  Ashe  that  has  two  firings  to  s  bow, 

*  And  burns  for  luve  and  money  too.' 

Weovghtnot  therefore,   mcthinkc, 

to  judge  with  too  much  feverity  on  the 

vanity  of  a  fine  lady;   who  feeing  her- 

,  (felf  perpetually  furrounded  with  a  crowd 

*  .of  i-overs,  each  endtavou.iin^  to  cjice] 
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all  his  rivals  in  the  moft  extravagant 
ckmonftrations  of  affcCiion,  can  hardly 
believe  five  deferves  not  fome  part,  at- 
leaft,  of  the  admiration  (he  receives. 
But  what  pretence  foever  we  may  make 
to  excufe  the  weaknefs  of  exulting  in 
a  multiplicity  of  lovers,  it  is  ftill  a 
weakneis  -which  all  imaginable  care 
ought  to  be  taken  to  fubdue;  as  it  may 
draw  on  the  moft  fatal  confequences 
both  on  tiie  admirers  and  admired. 
What  duels  have  been  fought,  what 
torrents  of  blood  liave  been  Ihed,  in  the 
mad-brained  fury  of  jealous  rivaiiliipl 
And  Iiow  often  iiave  we  feen  the  iiiol- 
fair  herl'elf,  Vv-ho  lately  triumphed  in 
the  pains  flie  gave,  riegkfted  in  her 
turn  !  defcrted  aiid  abandoned  to  the 
laft  defpair  ! 

But  this  is  only  for  fuch  whom  it 
may  concern;  the  ladies  I  am  at  prefen-t 
/peaking  of  were  of  a  different  ftamp. 
Lady  Speck  had  fomeihing  of  a  pretty 
particular  nature,  both  in  her  humour 
and  her  character,  as  the  reader  will 
hereafter  be  informed:  in  the  mean 
•time,  he  muft  content  himfelf  with  a 
I'mall  iketcli  of  both. 

She  liked  a  freedom  of  converfation 
with  the  men,  but  then  file  liked  that 
converfation -ftiould  be  general;  fnetoolc 
neither  pride  nor  pleafure  in  the  parti- 
cular devoirs  of  thofe  who  profelled 
themfelves  her  lovers;  and  the  encou- 
ragement flie  gave  to  the  addreffes  of 
Lovegrove  and  others,  was  not  the  ef- 
feSi  of  any  coquetry  in  her  difpofition, 
but  was  occafioned  merely  by  her  po- 
licy, as  flic  thought  fuch  a  behaviour 
would  be  the  bell  means  to  conceal  a 
fecret  inclination  (he  had  entertained  in 
favour  of  one;  which  inclination  many 
reafons  forbad  her  to  make  known,  or 
even  to  be  guefi'cd  at. 

Mifs  Wingman  was  of  a  humour  {o 
v€ry  volatile,  that  it  was  quite  out  of 
her  power  tothink  ferioufly  for  a  minute 
together  on  any  one  thing  whatever; 
and  love  the  leaft  of  all  took  up  her 
attention.  Always  pleafed,  always 
happy,  flie  neither  plumed  herfeif  oh 
the  new  conquefts  (he  acquired,  nor  re- 
gretted the  lofs  of  thofe  ilaves  who, 
weary  of  their  bondage,  fliook  off  her 
ciiains.  As  for  the  hejoineof  this  hif- 
tory,  her  early  .engagement  with  Jem- 
my was  fo  well  known,  that  it  had  hi- 
therto defended  her  from  all  attacks, 
either  to  put  her  conftancy  to  the  trial, 
or  (hew  the  world  iu  what  manner  (he 
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wonlcf  behave   amidft   a   plurality   of 
lovers. 

But  ROW  the  time  wasconie  in  which 
this  young  lady  was  to  give  mod  fub- 
ttantial  proofs,  not  only  of  her  aftecUuu 
and  fidelity  to  the  man  whom  (lie  looked 
upon  ordained  to  be  her  huiband,  bi)^ 
aifo  of  her  generofity  and  gratitude  to 
thofe  for whofe  paflion  ihe  had  it  not 
cither  in  her  power  or  inch  nation  to  make 
an  adequate  return.  As  all  the  arts  oi' 
love  and  wit  were  put  in  practice  by 
Lord  Huntley  and  Mr.  Lovegrove,  in 
the  court  they  made  to  their  refpeclive 
Hiiftrefles,  Sir  Robert  Manley  thought 
it  would  il!  become  a  man  of  his  years 
and  charai^er  to  let  a  fine  lady  fit  ntg- 
le£led  by,  elpecially  one  fo  deierving  a-s 
Jenny  was  of  all  that  could  bs  faid  in 
her  praife. 

But  though  the  compliments  he  en- 
tertained her  with  had  at  firft  no  other 
foundation  than  mere  gallantry,  yet  the 
Mianner  in  which  (hs  received  them,  and 
the  anfwers  (lie  gave,  were  Aich  as 
would  have  rendeied  it  impo(rible  for 
him  to  have  withllood  the  charms  of 
her  tongue,  even  had  he  been  unl'u- 
fceptible  to  thofe  of  her  eyes.  In  fine, 
y.one  of  th.e  perfeflions  (he  was  en- 
dowed with  were  loll  upon  him;  he 
i'oon  found  the  full  eftefts  of  a  pathon 
he  had  been  only  (porting  withj  and 
might  fay,  with  Cowley — 

'  Unhurt,  untouch'd,  did  I  complain, 

*  And  terrifv'd  al!- others  with  3iy  pain; 
'  But  now  I  feel  the  mighty  evil, 

*  Ah,  there's  nO'  fooling  with  the  devil! 
'In  things  where  fancy  much  docs  reign, 

*  'Tis  dangerous  too  cunningly  to  feign j- 
«  The  play  at  i-ifb  a  truth  dues  grow, 

*  And  cuiiom  into  nature  g.^.' 

Love,  though  it  may  be  counterfeited 

fo  as  nrx  to  be,  without  great  penetra- 
tion, difcoveied  to  be  falfe,  cannoJ, 
wherever  it  is  fincere,  be  wholly  con- 
cealed. Sir  Robert's  Iwo  friends  pe;*- 
ceived  the  change  in  h-im  before  he  was 
quite  affured  of  it  himfslf ;  they  were 
a  little  pleal'ant  wiili  him  on  the  occa- 
fion;  but,  at  the  fame  time,  acknow- 
ledged that  the  beauty  and  merit  of 
Mils  Jenny  Jeffamy  demanded  all  the 
lefpcft  that  could  be  paid.  Sir  Robert, 
en  this,  readily  confeflid  tiiat  he  had 
never  I'een  a  young  lady  whofe  perfon 
and  accompliihinents  gave  a  more  fair 
fwofpeil  of  making  compleaily  happ^v 
ihd  iiian  who  ikould  poffcfs  her  ;   '  J^ut-,* 
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faid  he,   '  I  have  been  told  fomewhat 

*  of  an  engagement  (he  is  under  j  and 
'  (hould  be  forry  to  appear  either  un^- 
'  ydik-  in  attempting  to  invade  the  pro- 

*  perty  of  another,  or  fo  weak  as  tag.ivs 
'   up  my  lieart  entirely,  without  a  pof- 

*  fiiiility  of  having  it  well  received.' 
Lord  Hiintley  and  Mr.  Lovegrore 

were  neither  cf  them  ignorant  of  what 
l>e  meant :  but  the  former  havinghear'.^ 
in  cafual  conveilation,  fome  of  tlvole 
whifpers  which  the  artifices  of  Bell- 
pine  had  circulated  through  almoft  alt 
companies,  cried  hal^ily  out — *  If  a 
'  match  between  M:(s  Jenny  and  a 
'  youn*  heir  of  her  own  name  be  the 
'  fole  i'lnpediment  to  your  making  your 
'  addrcResto  her,  I  believe  I  may  vea- 
'  ture  to  alfure  \'0U,  from  very  good 
*■  hands,  that  it  is  quite  broke  oti;  ani 

*  that,  for  fome  time,  they  have  neitlici- 

*  regarded  nor  treated  each  other  with- 
'  any  thin^  more  than  a  bare  civility.' 
— '  Your  lord.'hip's  intelligence,'  faid 
iVlr.  Lovegrove,  '  feems  to  me  agree- 
'  able  to  leafoH  on  the  nature  of  tiie 
'  thing.  The  marriage  was  agreed  up>- 
*•  on  by  their  piients  before  th€  yming 

*  people  were  capable  of  judging  ft^ 
'  themlelves;  and,  as  now  they  are  ar- 
rived at  years  of  maturity,  I  lee  no 
caufe,  e>ccept  a  difmclination  on  tb* 
one  fide  or  ti'.e  other,  for  delaying  th« 
Gonruramation  of  what  v/aa  fo  long 
ago  projefled." 

People  eafily  believe  what  they  vvi(h  j 
and,  indeed,  theie  was  Co  much  appeai;- 
ance  of  reafon  in  the  Inference  M7. 
Lovegrove  had  drawn,  that  it  is  not  to- 
be  wondered  at  thai  the  young  baronet 
readily  gave  into  it.  But  he  was  (tiii 
better  fatisfied,  when,  after  haviiig  de- 
clared how  happy  he  Ihould  think  him- 
fcif  in  an  affuranceof  Jenny's  heart  bf.- 
ing  difengaged,  Mr.  Lovegrove  to'd 
him,  that,  fince  he  found  he  was  fo  fe- 
rious  in  the  affair,  he  would  fpeak  t» 
Lady  Speck,  and  endeavour  to  come  at 
the  certainty. 

'  And  I,'  cried  Lord  Huntley,  « will 

*  found  Mifs  Wingman  on  the  occa- 
'  fion  :  I  believe  (he  will  make  no 
'  fcruple  to  inform  what  (he  knows  of 
'  it;   and,  as  (lie  is  neaier  to  her  own 

*  years  than  her  filler,  may  be  fuppofci 

*  to  be  yet  deeper  in  her  fecrets  and 
'  confidants.'  It  would  he  fuperfiu- 
oiis  to  repeat  the  many  retributions  S^r 
Robei  t  made  to  the  gentlemen  on  the 
fiiendly  part  tbej  tock  in  his  interei^} 
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fo  I  (hall  only  fliy  tliey  were  fuch  as  be- 
came the  moiiih  of  a  man  very  much  in 
love,  and  vvh.<  fcorned  to  make  ufe  of 
any  dithonourable  or  ungenerous  means 
for  the  attainment  of  his  wifties. 


CHAP.      XX, 

IS  TAKEN  UP  WITH  A  CONVERSA- 
TION OF  VERY  GREAT  IMPORT- 
ANCE. 


NEITHER  Lady  Speck  nor  her 
filler  were  ignorant  of  thofe  re- 
ports which  had  been  fo  maiicioufly 
fpread  concerning  a  change  in  the  fenti- 
ments  of  Jemmy ;  they  iiad  heard  it 
averred,  by  feveral  of  their  acquain- 
tances, as  a  thing  paft  all  difpute:  but, 
as  their  fair  friend  had  never  made  them 
the  confidants  of  her  imaginary  mis- 
fortune, they  thought  it  too  tender  and 
«.ielicate  a  point  to  be  touched  upon  in 
her  prefence,  and  had  always  carefully 
avoided  giving  her  the  leatl  hint  that 
they  had  been  told  of  fuch  a  thing.  It 
•was  owing,  however,  merely  to  the 
efteem  and  friendfhip  they  had  towards 
her,  that  had  induced  them  to  perl'uade 
her  to  accompany  them  to  Bath,  be- 
lieving that  the  pleafures  of  that  place 
might  keep  her  from  relenting,  too 
deeply,  an  indignity  which  few  women 
are  able  to  fuppoit  with  patience. 

Regarding  her  in  tise  affeftionate 
manner  they  did,  it  could  not  but  af- 
ford them  a  deal  of  fatisf.iclion  to  be 
informed  by  Lord  Kunlley  and  Mr. 
Lovegrove  of  the  new  conqueft  he  had 
made  ;  judging,  as  they  reafonably 
might,  that  the  offer  of  a  heart,  (uch  as 
that  of  Sir  Robert  Manley,  would  fully 
compenfate  for  the  lofs  they  fuppofed 
Ihe  had  fuftaincd  by  the  infidelity  of 
Jemmy.  Both  thefc  ladies  affured  not 
only  their  lovers,  but  Sir  Robert  him- 
felf,  of  the  part  they  took  in  his  inte- 
reft  ;  and  that  they  would  lay  hold  of 
the  firft  opportunity  to  fpeak  to  Jenny 
on  the  affair,  in  fuch  terms  as  Ihould 
feem  to  them  molt  effeftual  to  convince 
her  that  flie  ought  not  to  flight  a  pro- 
pofal  which  could  not  but  prove  for  her 
honour  .ind  advantage  to  accept. 

They  were  punflual  to  their  promife. 
The  next  morning,  as  they  were  fitting 
all  together  at  breakfaft.  Lady  Speck 
introduced  what  fiie  intended  to  inliiiu- 
ate,  by  making  fome  obitTVStions  on 


i: 


the  temper  and  behaviour  oF  mankind 
in  general  ;  till,  by  degrees,  (lie  fell  in- 
fenfibly,  as  it  were,  and  without  Teem- 
ing to  have  any  delign,  into  very  great 
commendations  of  Sir  Roijert  Maiiiey  j 
faying,  that  (he  thought  that  he  had 
more  virtue,  and  fewer  faults,  than  moft 
men  of  lier  acquaintance ;  and  then 
alked  Jenny  what  was  lier  opinion  of 
him.  «  Really,  Madam,'  replied  (he, 
'  I  pretend  to  very  little  judgment  of 
'  mankind,  efpecially  in  thole  I  have 
known  fo  (liort  a  time  ;  but,  by  what 
1  have  leen  of  Sir  Robert,  he  appears 
to  me  to  have  honour  and  good-lenfe, 
and  alio  to  be  well  natured.' 
'  You  have  named,'  laid  Lady  Speck, 

*  the  three  grand  requifites  for  making 

•  a  good  hulband;  and  I  hope  that  the 
'  (jbject  of  his  sfFeiSlions  will  foon  be 
'  convinced  that  he  is  polTclIed  of  them, 

*  ns  well  as  with  an  infinity  of  love,'— 

*  Is  Sir  Robert,  then,   about  marrv- 

•  ing?'  demanded  Jenny,  '  I  caijnot 
'  lav  abfolutely  about  it,'  returned  La- 
dy Speck  j  *  for  I  am  pretty  ceitain  he 
'  has  not  yet  alTunied  courage  enough 

•  to  make  any  declaration  of  his  paf- 

•  fion:  all  I  know  is,  that  he  is  moft  vio- 
'  lently  in  love.' — '  He  is  undoubtedly 

•  a  very  fine  gentleman,'  faid  Jenny ; 

*  and,  if  his  palfion  be  fincere  and  ho- 
'  nt'urable,helhaii  have  my  good  wilhes 
'  for  his  fuccefs." — '  As  to  his  fuccefs,* 
relumed  her  lady(hip,  '  it  depends  en- 
'  tirely  on  yourfelf;  for,  I  alTure  you, 
'  it  is  with  you  he  is  in  love.' — '  With 
'  mc,  Madam!'  cried  Jenny,  very  much 
aitoni(hed,  and  fettiug  down  ht-r  di(h  of 
tea.  '  What  does  your  ladydiip  mean?' 
— '  I  mean  as  I  have  faid,'  replied  the 
other :  *  but,  if  ycu  have  a  mind  the 
'  intelligence  (liouid  be  repeated,  I  will 
'   oblige  you  fo  far  as  to  alfure  you  that 

*  it  is  with  your  individual  felf  Sir  Ro- 

•  bert  Manley  is  in  love!' 
•  I  perceive,'  faid  Jenny,  *  your  lady- 
(hip  is  pleafed  to  divert  yourfelf  this 
morning  at  my  expence." — '  No  !  I 
proteft,'  returned  Lady  Speck, '  I  was 
never  more  in  earneft  in  my  whole  life.' 

— '  Indeed,'  rejoined  Mifs  Wingman, 

♦  I  can  vouch  for  my  filter's  fincerity 
'  in  this  point.     Sir  Robert  has  made 

*  Mr.  Lovegrove  and  Lord  Huntley  the 

*  confidants   of    his  paflTion  j    and,    I 

*  believe,  you  will  very  foon  hear  it 

♦  from  his  own  mouth..' — '  I  hope  not,' 
anfwered  Jenny,  in  a  very  referved  tone; 
f  for  if  Sir  Robert  has,  in  reality,  fuch 

'  inclinations 


JEMMY    AND    JENNY    JESSAMY. 


57 


inclinations  towards  meas  you  men- 
tion,  he  ftiould,  at  leaft,  have  the  pru  ■ 
dence  to  keep  them  to  himfelf,  as  he 
cannot  but  know  my  hand  has  long 
been  deftined  to  another.' — '  S:iy, 
rather,'  cried  Lady  Speck,  *  intended 
to  be  given  ;  for  it  is  not  in  the  power 
of  parents  to  make  their  children's 
fate:  they  often  decree  for  us  what 
we  do  not  think  fit  to  comply  with 
even  while  they  live  to  awe  us  into 
obedienceby  their  frowns  ;  but  when 
they  are  dead,  and  we  are  left  to  the 
management  of  ourfelves,  we  chil- 
dren pay  not  much  regard  to  the  in- 
junitions  of  thofe  who  are  no  longer 
in  a  condition  to  thwart  our  inclina- 
tions.' 

*  That  may  be  the  cafe  fometimes, 
Madam,'  faid  Jenny;  '  but  I  fliould 
be  forry  to  be  among  the  number  of 
thofe  who  verify  it.  Our  parents  have 
not  only  an  undoubted  right  to  dif- 
pofe  of  us,  but  alfo  are  much  better 
judges  of  what  will  make  our  happi- 
nefs  than  ourfelves  can  pretend  to 
be.' — '  All  this  is  very  true,'  ciied 
Mifs  Wingman,  very  brifkly  :  '  but 
how  much  foever  thofe  who  would 
pafs  for  the  difcreet  part  of  our  fex, 
mav  pique  themfelves  upon  their  im- 
plicit obedience  in  this  point,  T  be- 
lieve the  men  will  not  be  found  alto- 
gether fo  fanguine  in  the  performance 
of  their  duty.'  —  *  No,  no!'  replied 
Lady  Speck  j  '  inclination  does  all  on 
their  part,  It  is  not  virtue,  it  is  not 
wit,  it  is  not  beauty,  it  is  not  all  the 
perfeftions  that  Heaven  and  Nature 
can  bellow,  but  fancy,  partial  fancy, 
by  vvhich  the  heart  of  man  is  influ- 
enced ;  and  tliat  woman  who  pre- 
ferves  her  affetlion  for  a  lover,  who 
either  never  did,  or  having  once  done 
fo,  ceafes  to  regard  her  as  he  ought, 
difcovers  a  meannefs  of  fpirit  which 
mult  render  her  contemptible  both 
in  his  eyes  and  thofe  of  all  her  ac- 
quaintance.' 
Jenny,  whofe  penetration  few  things 
efcaped,  prefently  compreiidnded  ti»at 
this  dli'courfe  was  aimed  to  raife  fome 
fufpicions  in  her  mind  concerning  tbc 
conltancy  of  Jemmy;  and,  looking  on 
fuch  an  attempt  as  highly  injiirioiis 
bath  to  herlslf  and  him,  anIwereJ,  with 
fomewliat  of  w!iat  tiie  French  call  a 
jicrte  in  her  voice  and  countenance,  in 
thvfe  teruu  ;  •  The  moie  ridiculous  it 


'  appears,'  faid  (he,  *  the  more  reafon 

*  haveMr.Jeffimy  and  myfelf  to  thank 
'  Heaven  for  direfting  the  care  of  our' 
'  indulgent  fathers  to  call  our  lot  where 
'  there  is  no  danger  of  fuch  a  misfor- 
'  tune  happening  to  either  of  us.' 

Lady  Speck  and  Mifs  Wingman 
looked  on  each  other  witii  fome  amaze- 
ment while  Jenny  was  fpeaking,  as  not 
well  knowing  what  to  think  ;  but,  af- 
ter a  paufe  of  fome  minutes — '  Some' 

*  people,'  faid  Lady  Speck,  a  little 
fcornfully,  *  take  a  pride  in  being  blind 

*  to  what  half  the  town  has  long  fince 

*  feen  and  laughed  at.'  Here  ihe  flop- 
ped ;  and  Mifs  Wingman,  who  was  the 
more  fpirited  of  the  two,  and  a  good 
deal  nettled  at  the  tart  manner  in  which 
Jenny  had  fpoke,  cried  out — '  Dear 
'  filler,  I  beg  you  will  fliew  Mifs  Jef- 
'  famy  the  letter  your  ladyfhip  received 

*  (ince  our  coming  down  to  Bath  :  it  is 
'  the  duty  of  her  friends  to  force  open 
'  her  eyes,  as  (he  feems  obllinate  to  (hut 

*  day-lightout.' 

'  It  is  a  thing  I  have  been  very  loth 

*  to  mention,'  refumed  Lady  Speck; 
'  and  I  now  do  it  with  an  extreme  re- 
'  luftances  but,  fince  there  is  no  other 

*  way  to  convince  you  that  the  world  is 

*  not  fo  ignorant  as  you  imagine  of  the 

*  incondancy  and  perfidioufnefs  of  Mr. 

*  Jelfamy,  read  that ;  and  ceafe,  for  the 

*  future,  to  offer  any  thing  in  the  vin- 

*  dication  of  fo  unworthy  a  man.''  In 
fpeaking  thefe  words,  (h^  took  a  letter 
out  of  her  pocket,  and  put  it  into  Jen- 
ny's hand ;  which  that  young  lady 
opening,  with  an  agitation  of  fpirits 
very  unufual  with  htr,  found  it  con- 
tained as  follows. 


*    TO 


the    honourable    l.-^dtr 
*  speck:,  at  bath. 


'    MADAM, 

*  A  S  I  know  very  well  that  minds 
■^  «  truly  benignant  and  humane, 

*  like  your  ladyihip's,  take  a  pleafure 

*  in  every  opportunity  of  doing  good, 
'  I  fliall  make  no  apology  for  the  trou- 
<  ble  of  this  anonymous  epiftie;  efpe- 

*  cially  as  it  is  wrote  with  a  view  of 
'  ferving  a  yoimg  lady  who  fo  well  de* 

*  ferves,  and  poflelfes,  fo  much  of  your 
«  ladydiip's  kind  v^ilhes  as  Mifs  Jef- 
f'famy. 

'  Eiit,  not  to   keep  your  ladyfiiip 
H  •  longer 
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longer  in  fufpenfc,  permit  me  to  ac- 

Jjuaint  you,  that  Mr.  Jeffamy,  who 
or  fome  time  h^s  made  his  private 
addrefles  to  Mifs  Chit,  has  nov7  taken 
the  opportunity  of  your  fuir  friend's 
abfence  to  avow  publickly  his  pafiion 
for  that  young  perfon.  Some  people 
'  will  have  it,  that  every  thing  is  al- 
'  ready  Co  far  concluded  upon  between 

•  them,  that  a  marriage  will  very  (hort- 
*•  ly  be  confummated  ;  but  this  I  will 

•  not  pretend  to  affirm :    it  is  certain, 

•  however,  that  he  loves  her  ;  and  that 
a  little  (kill  in  mufick  out-balances, 
in  his  giddy  fancy,  all  the  real  merits 
of  the  beautiful  and  accompliihed 
Mifs  Jtlfamy. 

*  I  know  not  whether  fhe  is  as  yet 
apprized  of  his  infidelity,  orhas  even 


*  entirely  free  from  all  views  but  fuch 
as  may  be  conducive  to  promote  the 
caufe  of  thofe  noble  principles.  I 
am,  with  a  profound  refpect,  Madam, 
your  ladydiip's  mod  humble,  moft 
faithful,  and  obedient  fervant. 

*  P.  S.  Your  ladyfliip  will  pardon 
'  the  concealment  of  my  name  for 
'  the  prefent,  as  an  advice  of  this 
nature  might  probably  iubjeil 
the  perfon  who  gives  it  to  many 
great  inconveniences,  if  known 
before  the  affair  to  which  it  re- 
lates is  abfolutely  concludeil, 
and  pad:  beyond  all  poffibility 
of  denial.' 


Scarce    had    Jenny    patience   to   go 


any  fufpicions  of  it ;  but  the  lefs  flae     through    with    this    invidious    fcroii. 

*  is  fo,  ihe  more  will  it  (hock  her  ten-      ''^       .^... 

*  der  nature  to  find,  at  her  return,  that 

*  he  is  married,  or  about  being  mar- 
«  ried,  to  another.      How    could   her 

*  gentle  heart  fupport  the  fudden  dif- 

*  appointment!   Kow  bear  the  double 

*  p;ings  of  the  indignity  offered  to  her 

*  love  and  beauty  !  Fatal,  alas!,  might 

*  be  the  conlequences  of  fuch  a  ftroke, 
<  if  not  previoufly  prepared  and  armed 

*  againlt  it ! 

'   It  depfends  greatly  on  your  lady- 

*  fliip  to  fliield  thai  injured  innocence 

*  from  being  too  deeply  affecled  with 
«  her  misfortune;  and,  as  her  cafe  muft 

*  touch  every  one  who  has  a  foul  capa- 

*  ble  of  fucial   commiferation,  I  take 

*  the  liberty,  with  all  fubmifTion,  toen- 

*  treat  you,  Madam,  to  give  her  fuch 

*  warnings  of  her  fate  as  may  render 
the  certainty,  whenever  it  (hall  ar- 
rive, Icfs  heavy  to  be  borne.  If  once 
thoroughly  perfuaded  there  is  a  pro- 


Good  God  !'  cried  (he  to  Lady  Speck, 
who  is  it  can  have  the  balenefs  to 
affert  fuch  monftrous  untruths,  or  the 
prelumption  to  attempt  making  your 
ladyrtiip's  goodnature  the  dupe  of  a 
defign  fo  villainous,  and  withal  fo 
mean  ?' 

Then  immediately  recollefling  what 
had  juft  now  been  told  her  concerning 
the  paffion  Sir  Robert  Manley  had  en- 
tertained for  her,  fhe  hefitated  not  a 
moment  to  accufe  him  of  having  taken 
this  method  to  alienate  her  affeflions 
from  Jemmy  ;  and,  looking  on  the  con- 
trivance with  that  contempt  and  indig- 
nation it  really  del'ervtd,  began  to  re- 
proach him  in  leims  the  moft  bitter  that 
could  ifl'ue  from  a  mouth  fo  little  ac- 
cuftomed  to  invei^ives.  The  two  ladies 
feemed  quite  alfonifhed  at  her  beha- 
viour; and  both  joined  to  endeavour  to 
convince  her  of  the  injultice  to  Sir  Ro- 
bert, who,  they  believed,  had  too  much 


babiiity  of  his  being  falfe,  it  will  at      honour  to  attempt  the  gaining  of  his 
leart  t<-:ke  off  the  alarming  furprize  of     point  by   away   (b  abjed  and    fo  un 


finding  he  Is  (b  :  and  the  more  early 
fhe  is  brought  to  lufpeft  hisbafenefs, 
the  more  opportunity  (he  will  have 
to  exert  the  good  lenfe  (he  is  miftrel's 
of  in   defpifing,   inllead   of  lament- 

'  The  manner  in  which  this  is  moft 
proper  to  be  done  will  beft  be  deter- 
mined by  your  lady(hip's  fupcrior 
judgment.  I  only  beg  that  the  above 
hints  may  bertceived,  in  an  afluiance 
that  they  proceed  from  a  heart  truly 
devoted  lo  honour  and  virtue,  and 


worthy  of  his  chara6ltr:  and,  to  clear 
his  innocence,  affured  her  that  they  had 
heard  an  account  of  Jenmiys  infidelity, 
from  many  hands,  before  they  left  Lon- 
don, or  that  Sir  Robert  had  ever  fe&n 
her  face.  All  they  could  l-ny,  how- 
ever, was  infufticient  to  make  Jenny 
recede  from  her  opinion  :  the  difputc 
grew  pretty  warm  ;  and  would  pro- 
bably have  run  to  greater  lengths, 
if  it  had  net  been  leafonably  inter- 
lupicd  by  fomc  company  coming  to 
vrlit  them. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP.    xxr. 

GIVES  AN  ACCOUNT  OF  SOME  PAS- 
SAGES, WHICH,  ADDED  TO  THE 
FORMER,  AFFORD  OUR  HEROINE 
MUCH   MATTER  OF  DISCONTENT. 

JENNY  had  been  fo  much  difcom- 
pofed  and  ruffled  at   the  difcourfe 
of  the  ladies,  and  ihe  letter  fiiewn  to 
her  by  them,  that  neither  her  natural 
fprightliners  and  gaiety,  nor  all  the  ef- 
forts her  reafon  made,  were  futRcient  to 
re-fettle  in   her   mind  that   happy  fe- 
renity  fhe  enjoyed  before.   She  had  not 
the  leaft  tinilureof  jealoufy  in^her  com- 
pofition  ;   Cf\t  had  always  depended  on 
the  fmcerity  cf  Jemmy,   and,    as  yet, 
was  far  from   believing  that  he  could 
be  falfe:    but   it  vexed  her  to  be  told 
that  others  thought   him  fo ;  that  he 
puffed,  in  the  ejes  of  the  world,  for  an 
inconftant  and  ungrateful  man;    and, 
what  was  (till  more  infupportable,  that 
herfelf  was  looked   upon  as  a  flighted 
and  forfaken  miftrefs.     Pity  is  fo  near 
akin  to  contempt,  that  few  women  of 
fpirit  can  bear  it  :  even  thole  who  have 
the    leafV    fhare   of  vanity,   I   believe, 
would  rather  chufe  to  be  envied  and 
hated  for  having  too  much  the  power 
o{  p!eafing,than  commiferated  for  their 
want  of  it.     The  affdflion  fhe  had  for 
Jemmy  was  npt  of  that  fond  and  foolifli 
nature  as   to  make   her  wifh   to  be  for 
ever  in  his  fight:   (he  had  been  abfent 
from  him  more  weeks  than  fhe  had  now 
been   days,  without   the  leaft  repining 
or  inquietude;    but,   on  hearirig   this 
ftory,    fhe  could  not   keep  herfelf  from 
being  excefTively  impatient  for  his  com- 
ing down  to  Bath  ;  not  that  fhe  defired 
his  prefence  to  clear  any  doubts  of  her 
cwn,  but  that  his  liehiviour  n)ight  con- 
vince the  company  fhe  was  with  of  their 
niiftake  as  to  his  ndelity. 

The  promife  he  !iad  made  of  follow- 
ing  iitr  when  (lie  Itft  London,  and  which 
had  fince  b'.en  confirmed  by  two  (eve- 
ral  letters  fhe  had  received  from  him, 
made  her  txpe6\  his  arrival  would  be 
very  foon  ;  and  fhe  was  pleafmg  hei  felf 
with  the  thoughts  how  that  event  would 
make  Lady  Speck  and  Mifs  Wingman 
afhamed  of  having  too  rafuly  given  cre- 
dit to  a  calumny,  which  (he  doubted  ' 
not  but  they  vvould  then  fee  had  not  the 


leaft  foundation.  Bnt  this  was  a  fatis- 
fiftion  which  vanifhed  in  a  very  fhort 
fpace  of  time  :  a  few  hours  made  her 
know  that  Ihe  mult  wait  much  longer 
than  (lie  had  imagined  for  the  comple- 
tion of  what  at  prefent  her  pride  made 
her  fo  ardently  defire. 

The  evening  of  that  very  fame  day, 
whofe  morning  had  occafioned  in  her 
breaft  thefe  various  perturbations,  pre- 
fented  her  with  fomething  which  was 
far  from  lulling  them  to  reft.  Juft  as 
fhe  was  going  to  the  afTembly-ioom 
with  the  ladies,  and  fome  other  com- 
pany, the  poft  brought  a  letter;  the 
contents  whereof  were  thefe. 

'  TO  MISS  JES3AMy,  AT  BATH. 
'  DEAR    JENN V, 

*  T  Am  in  fo  ill  a  hamoiir,  that,  I  be- 

'  lieve,  it  would  be  utterly  out  of 

*  my  power  to  write  to  any  one  perfon 
'  in  the  world  except  yourfelf ;  and  yet 

*  It  is  almolt  entirely  on  your  account 
'  that  I  am  thus  difconccrted.     Tliis 

*  you  may  think  a  paradox;  but  I  (hall 
'  fbon  explain  the  riddle. 

'  For  three  whole  days  fucceflively  I 

*  have  been  every  hour  expe6>ing  the 
'  arrival  of  my  fteward  ;  but  laft  nio-ht, 
'  inftead  of  himfelf,  I  received  a  letter 
'   from  him,  acquainting  me  that,  hav- 

*  ing  been  obliged  to  make  a  feizure  on 

*  one  cf  my  tenant's  effeas,  that  affair 
'  would  of  nece(uty  detain  him  at  leaft 
'  feven  or  eight  days  longer.  ]adge 
'  how  feverety  this  accident  has  mor- 

*  tified  me,  as  it  deprives  me  fo  much 

*  longer  than  I  hoped  of  the  pleafures 
'  of  E;Uh;  and,  what  is  infinittly  more 
'  valuable  to  me,  the  fight  of  my  dear 
'  Jenny!  Confole  me  as  often  as  you 
'  can  with  your  letters;   it  is  in  them 

*  alone  !  can  take  any  true  fatisfa£tion 
'  during  this  enforced  abfence.     Fare- 

*  wel !    I  flatter  myfelf  there  is  no  need 

*  of  frefh  affurances  to  convince  you 
'  that  I  am,  with  the  warmett  afi'eftion, 
'  my  dear  Jenny's  moft  devoted   and 

*  obedient  lervant, 

'  J.  Jessamv. 

*  P.  S.   My  friend  Bellpine,  who  is 
'   now   with    me,  defires  you  will 

•  accept  his  compliments  and  bed 

•  wi(hes.     We  are  juft  going  to. 

•  gether  to   hear  a   fine  piece   of 

H  »  '  mufick. 
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*  tmifick.  if  my  chagrin  does  not     fcript,  the  mention  he  made  of  going 

*  turn  the  notes  into  difcord.  Once     to  hear  a  fine  piece  of  mafick,  <he  fud- 

denly  cried  out — «  That  roufick  may 


•  more  for   this    time,    my    dear 

*  Jenny,  adieu  !' 

Jenny  withdrew  to  a  window  to  take 
juft  a  curfory  view  of  this  epiftle;  for, 
being  waited  for  by  the  company,  (he 
could  not,  without  a  breach  of  civility, 
civeiieritlf  time  to  examineit  with  that 
ftiiflnefs  the  prefent  fituation  of  her 
mind  inclined  her  to  do.  She  was, 
however,  fufHciently  miftrefs  of  the 
i'cnfe  of  it,  to  perceive  fhe  m.uft  not  ex- 
pert to  fee  him  at  Bath  fo  foon  as  (he 
wiftied;  and  this  delay,  as  my  fair  rea- 
ders will  eaiily  believe,  gave  no  fmall 
mortification  both  to  her  pride  and  love. 

The  affembly  was  more  tlian  ordi- 
rarily  brilliant  that  night;  but  not  all 
the  diverlions  and  gallantries  of  the 
place  could  dillipate  the  gloom  that  hung 
heavy  on  her  fj:irits,  and,  as  fne  was  an 


'  perhaps  be  performed  by  Mifs  Chit: 
«  a  ftory,  fuch  as  I  have  been  told, could 
'  not  certainly  be  raifed  without  fome 
'  little  truth  for  it's  foundation.' 

But  this  fit  of  jealoufy  lafted  fc3rce 
a  moment,  '  How  unjuft  and  foolilh 
am  I !'  faid  flie:  '  I  know  he  loves 
mufick;  but  what  then?  If  being 
miftrefs  of  that  accomplifhment  haJ 
given  Mifs  Chit,  or  any  other  wo- 
man, the  preference  to  me  in  his  ef- 
teem,  he  would  have  been  entiiely 
filent  on  the  pleafure  he  was  going  to 
take:  the  guilty  always  carefully 
avoid  fpeaking  on  the  theme  which 
calls  their  crime  in  queftion.'  In 
this  favourable  difpofition  ftie  might 
have  continued,  if  a  thoufand  inftances 
of  the  deceit  and  perfidy  of  men,  in  the 
affairs  of  love,  which  fhe  had  either 
ill  dilTembler,  was  but  too  viiiblein  her  heard  or  read  of,  had  not  immediately 
countenance.  It  was  not  that  in  the  prefented  themfelves  to  her  remem- 
flight  perufal  (he  had  been  able  to  give  brance,  and  reminded  her  that  (lie  ought 
Jemmv's  letter  fhe  had  found  any  thing  "ot  to  be  too  fecure;  that  the  paflion  of 
to  confirm  the  informations  of  Lady     love,  like  the  wind,  blew  where  it  lift- 


Speck  and  Mifs  VVingmanj  but  the  de- 
■]ay  of  his  coming,  at  a  time  when  (he 
thought  his  prefence  fo  necefiary  to  clear 
both  his  own  and  her  reputation,  that 
alone  gave  her  thefe  inquietudes;  and 
llie  difappointment  was  more  grievous, 
as  it  v/as  the  firft  (he  as  yet  had  ever 
ir.ct  v.'ith. 

Not  all  her  efforts  could  enable  her 
to  behave  with  heraccuftomed  vivacity 
that  night:  Ihe  bore  very  little  part  in 
the  ccnverfation;  was  wholly  unatten- 
tive  to  the  mufick,  as  well  as  the  fine 
things  faid  to  her;  and  whenevci   (he 
fpokc,  it  was  in  fuch  a  manner  as  made 
it  eafv  to  perceive  ihe  would  rather  Isave 
chole  to  have  remained  filenr.     Con. 
I'cious  of  this  defeiS,  and  finding  her- 
felf  altogether  unfit  for  company,  (lie 
ptetended  a  violent  head-ache,  and  re- 
tired lome  hours  befoie  the  uhial  time. 
On  her  coming  home  (he  (hut  herfeif  up 
in  her  own  apartment,  and  gave  i\n6i 
orders  to  her  maid  that  no  one  (liould 
riiftuib   her;    then    fell    to   examining, 
with   tlie   vumoft  exaiTtnefs,  every  len- 
tence  of  tiie  letter  which  'had  created 
in  her  fo  much  uneSfinefs.     Sheccm- 
pared  it  with  the  others  fne  had  leceived 
from  him  fince  her  arrival  at  Bath,  and 
found  it  nothing  ditterent  either  in  the 
ftile  or  mannerj  till,  coming  to  thepolt- 


ed;  and  that  the  poet  fays- 

'  Man  if  but  man,  Inconftant  flill,  and  va- 

'  rious; 
'  There's  no  to-morrow  in  him  like  to-day ; 

•  Perhaps  the  atoms  rolling  in  his  brain 

'  Make  him  think  honeOly  this  prefent  hour; 
'  The  next,    a  fwarm   of  bafe,  ungratL-fui 
'  thoughts, 

*  May  mount  aloft: 

♦  Who  would  trull  Chance,  fince  all  men  have 

<  the  feeds 

*  Of  good  or  ill,  which  would  work  upwards 

«  firft.' 

Yet  for  all  this  (he  could  not  bring  her- 
Iclftobelievehimabfolutely  falie:  if  one 
moment  accufed  him  in  her  thoughts, 
the  next  acquitted  him;  but  what  gave 
her  the  greateft  perplexity  of  all  was, 
the  difficulty  (lie  found  in  guc(nng  by 
whom  or  to  what  end  this  alperlion  hzd 
firft  been  railed,  and  how  it  came  to 
be  Co  ("pread. 

She  thought  that  neither  Jemmy  nor 
herfeif  had  done  any  thing  to  incur  the 
malice  of  the  world,  fo  f:.r  as  thatevfn 
any  one  perfon  (hould  be  defirous  of 
rendering  them  unhappy.  '  It  cannot 
'  therefore  be,'  cried  (he,  '  but  that 
'  fome  vile,  felf-interefted  view,  misft 
'  be  the  fource  of  all  this:  nobody, 
'  fure,  would  be  at  the  wicked  pains 

'    tQ 
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*  to  feparate  two  perfons  whofe  hearts 

*  from  their  infancy  have  been  united 
<  by  the    ftiifteft  bonds  of  love  and 

*  friendlhip,    merely  for    the  fake  of 

*  mifchiefj  no,  it  is  utterly  impofiible 
'  that  human  nature  can  be  fo  depiav- 

*  ed.'  This  reflection  leading  her  ftiU 
farther  on,  (he  began  to  argue  within 
her  mind  for  what  end  a  contrivance  to 
part  her  and  Jemmy  could  be  formed; 
and  found  nonefo  conformable  to  pro- 
bability, as  that  the  author  of  it  aimed 
to  be  in  the  place  of  one  or  the  other. 
As  for  her  own  part,  the  engagements 
between  her  and  Jemmy  were  fo  well 
known,  that  no  man  had  everma<le  his 
ferious  addreffes  to  her;  and  if  Sir  Ro- 
bert Manley  had  now  any  fuch  inten- 
tions, the  chara6ler  of  that  gentleman 
would  not  permit  her  to  believe  he 
could  be  capable  of  making  ufe  of  bafe 
means  for  the  forwarding  his  wifhes  : 
befides,  Lady  Speck  and  ivlifs  Wing- 
man  had  aiTured  her,  in  the  moil  folenin 
manner,  that  they  had  heard  the  report 
before  their  coming  down  to  Bath,  or 
that  he  had  ever  ktu  hei-. 

It  refted,  therefore,  that  it  muft  be  on 
the  account  of  Jemmy  that  i~4-  this 
had  happened:  flie  knew  very  well  that 
he  converfed  freely  with  the  ladies;  he 
had  never  made  a  fecret  to  her  of  his 
doing  fo;  and  it  feemed  not  in  the  leall 
improbable,  that  fome  one  among  them 
might  like  him  but  too  well.  '  Per- 
'  haps,'  fsid  fhe,  '  Mifs  Chit  htrfelf, 

*  miitaking  for  love    what  he   ineai.t 

*  only  as  gallantry,  might  have  the  va- 
'  nity  to  boaft  of  having  infpired  him 

*  with   a   real   paflion.      The  fmalielt 

*  hint,'    continued    (he,    '  that  fuch  a 

*  thing  is,  or  podibly  may  be,  paffcs 
'  with  many  people  for  an  undoubted 
'  faft.  And  who  knows  but  the  whif- 
'   per  of  Jemmy's  imaginaiy  infidelity 

*  may  have  been  carried  from  cnc  to 
'  another,  till  it  reached  the  tars  of  fome 
'  perfon  who,  more  compafTionate  than 
'  wife,  wrote  to  Lady  Speck  in  the 
'  manner  I  have  feen?' 

Thus  did  (he  endeavour  to  dive  into 
the  bottom  of  this  myltenous  affair,  ai"- 
jigning  for  it  every  caufe  tliat  reaion 
or  her  fertile  imagination  coulti  fuggcil; 
yet  wavering  ftill,  and  unctrtain  on 
which  of  them  (lie  fliould  fix,  her  mind 
at  length  grew  quite  fatigued  with  the 
unavailing  (isarch;  and  fhe  reiblved  lo 
wait  till  time  fliouId  bring  lo  light  wlut 
ajl  her  penetration  could  not  at  preleut 


enable  her  to  difcover.  In  this  man- 
ner was  the  fweeteft  and  moft  ferene 
temper  m  the  world  difconcerted  and 
thrtjwn  off  it's  bias,  by  the  dark  vil- 
lainy of  a  man  whom  (lie  had  not  the 
leaft  fufpicion  of.  She  went  to  bed, 
however;  and,  for  aught  I  ever  hc^rd. 
to  the  contrary,  flept  as  well  as  if  no- 
thing had  happened  to  perplex  her  wak.^ 
ing  thoughts. 


CHAP.     XXII. 

AFFORDS  SOME  VERY  USEFUL  A  N  O 
EXEMPLARY  HINTS  TO  YOUNG 
PERSONS  OF  BOTH  SEXES;  WHICH 
IF  THEY  ARE  NOT  THE  BETTER 
AND  WISER  FOR,  IT  IS  WHOLLY 
OWING  TO  THEMSELVES,  AND 
NOT  THE  FAULT  OF  THE  AU- 
THOR. 

THAT  only  true  compofing 
draught,  an  unforced  natural 
(lumber,  fo  efl:'e6lually  lulled  the  mind 
of  Jenny,  that,  when  (lie  arofe  the 
next  morning,  the  anxieties  of  the  pre- 
ceding day  were  fcarce  remembered  by 
her;  or,  if  they  were,  it  was  but  to 
wonder  at  herfelf  for  having  yielded 
to  their  force.  '  As  I  think,'  faid  (lie, 
that  I  may  be  pretty  confident  the 
Itory  I  was  told  yefterday  has  nothing 
of  reality  in  it,  but  is  a  moft  vile  and 
notorious  falfhood;  how  filly  was  I 
to  give  mytelf  any  pain  concerning 
either  by  whom  or  on  what  motive  ic 
was  invented  !  There  are  fome  peo- 
ple,' laid  fhe,  «  who  feem  to  be  born 
with  apropenfity  to  mifchief.  I  re- 
member that,  when  1  was  at  the 
boarding-ichool,  a  thoufand  little 
quarrels  happened  between  the  girls, 
which  were  occafioned  merely  by  the 
lying  infinoations  of  Ibme  among 
us,  who  took  a  wicked  pleafure  ia 
giving  pain  to  others.  Too  many  in 
the  world,'  continued  ihe,  '  when  ar- 
rived at  years  of  maturity,  inltead  of 
endeavouung  to  correci,  take  pains  to 
improve  and  cultivate  this  cruel  dil- 
poiiiion  in  themfelves,  till  even  it  be- 
coir.es  a  fcieiice;  and  the  more  vexa- 
tion ihey  create  to  thofe  who  are  f<j 
unhappy  to  be  of  their  acquaintance, 
the  more  proofs  they  imagine  they 
give  of  iheir  own  ingenuity  and  fer- 
tility of  invention. 
f  How  ftupid,  then,  is  it,'  went  (ha 


62 


JEMMY    AND     JE 


ftill  on,  *  to  give  ear  to  every  idle  tale! 

*  It  is   joining  with  the  adverfaries  of 

*  our  peace;  aiding  thole  malicious  ef- 

*  forts,    and   giving  them   3i  triumph 

*  over   us,    which   otheiwife  all   they 

*  codld  do  would  never  be  able  toob- 

*  tain.     We  certainly  ought  not  to  be- 

*  Ijeve  ill  of  any  one  without  the  tefti- 
'  mony  of  our  own   fenfes  to  confirm 

*  the  truth   of  that  report;  but  more 
'  tfpecially  it  behoves  us  to  rejtft  with 

*  the  utmoft  contempt  whatever  has  a 

*  tendency  to  create  a  difagreementbe- 

*  tween  us  and  ihofe  we  love,' 

Thus  did  her  good  underftanding 
and  ftrength  of  lealbn  enable  her  to  get 
the  better  of  all  thefe  doubts  and  jea- 
Jous  apprehenfions,  into  which  young 
pei  fons  of  her  fex  are  for  the  molt  part 
too  liable  to  fall.  She  pafled  a  good 
deal  of  time  in  this  fort  of  converfa- 
tion  with  herlelf;  and  would  not,  per- 
haps, have  broke  it  off  fo  foon,  if  flie 
had  not  been  interrupted  by  Lady 
Speck's  woman,  who  came  into  the 
chamber  to  enquire  after  her  health,  and 
to  let  her  know  the  ladies  waited  break- 
/aft  for  her.  She  obeyed  the  fummons 
immediately,  and  appeared  fo  very 
fprightly,  that  Lady  Speck  and  her 
filler  had  not  the  leaf!  room  to  imagine 
that  the  diforder  flie  had  complained  of 
the  night  before  had  been  occafioned 
by  any  thing  they  had  faid  to  her  in  re- 
lation to  Jemmy.  A  fucceffion  of  vi- 
{itants,  one  after  another,  came  in  all 
that  whole  day,  fome  of  whom  ftaid  to 
'  accompany  them  totheLong-room;  but 
Jenny,  who  had  never  failed  to  anCwer 
every  letter  fhe  had  received  from  Jem- 
my by  the  very  firft  polf,  would  not 
row  be  more  remifs;  and,  excufing  her- 
fclf  for  a  few  minutes,  retired  to  Iier 
chamber,  and  wrote  to  him  in  the  fol- 
lowing manner. 

*   TO    JAMES   JESSAMY,  ES<^ 

*  MV    rtr.AR    JFMMV, 

'  J  Am  very  fenfible  that  I  am  quite 
■*■   '  wrong  to  add  to  the  vexation  you 

*  exprefSjby  giving  you  any  knowledge 
'  of  mine;  ytt  it  is  not  in  my  power  to 

*  forbe:?r  telling  you,  that  this  delay  of 

*  your  jourr.ey  has  involved  me  in  dil- 

*  quiets  altogether  new  to  me;   1  know 

*  «iot  how  It   IS,   that  I   never  fo  much 
»   wi(hed  to  lee  you  as  I  now  do. 

♦  i  ftjould  be  furry  if  ypu  negUOcd 
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any  affairs  of  confequence  on  my  ac" 
count;  but  be  alfured,  however,  till 
you  come,  all  the  amufements,  all 
the  pleafures,  with  which  this  place 
abounds,  and  I  am  continually  fur- 
rounded,  will  lole  their  relifti,  and  be 
infipid  to  me. 

*  Such  a  confeffion  would  ftem  ex- 
tremely aukward  from  the  pen  ot  a 
woman,  were  we  not  upon  ihe  terms 
we  are,  or  had  we  been  brought  up  in 
a  different  manner:  but  from  my  in- 
fancy I  have  been  made  to  think  it 
was  my  duty  to  conceal  from  you  no 
part  of  my  fentiments;  and  you  have 
often  told  tne,  that  the  fame  prin- 
ciples were  inttilied  in  you.  As  I 
have  the  nioft  perlefl  confidence  that 
you  are  no  lefs  pun6lual  in  your  obe- 
dience to  this  injunftion  than  myfelf, 
I  am  not  afraid  orafhamed  of  giving 
you  all  tlie  teltimonies  of  my  affeflion 
that  honour  and  virtue  will  permitj 
and  more,  I  am  certain,  you  will 
never  defiie. 

'  I  (hall  fay  nothing  to  urge  you  to 
as  fpeedy  a  difpatch  as  pofiible  of  the 
buiinefs  that  detains  you  from  me;  I 
am  too  weil  acquainted  with  your 
fmcerity  to  doubt  if  your  heart  is  not 
already  here,  and  (hall  tbrrefore  en- 
deavour to  confole  myfelf  till  your 
arrival,  with  yourletteis,  as  you  tell 
meyou  ftiall  do  with  ihofe  you  receive 
from  me.  I  am,  with  an  attachment 
which  only  yourfelf  can  break,  my 
dear  Jemmy,  your  mod  affct^lionaie 
and  ever-faithful 

'  J.  Jessamy. 

*  P.  S.  If  I  have  exprtfled  too  much 

*  impatience  in  tlie  above,  excufe 

*  it  on  the  account  that,  hitherto 

*  unacculiouitd      to     difanpoint- 

*  ments,  I  am  the  lefs  able  to  fu- 

*  ftain   them  with   that  fortitude 
<  and  refignation  I  ought  to  do.' 


Having  finifhed  this  little  epiftle,  and 
given  orders  that  it  (hould  be  carried  to 
the  pod-office,  ftie  returned  to  the  com- 
pany, who  by  this  time  were  ready  to 
adjourn  to  the  affembly:  flie  went  with 
tliem;  and  tew  women  there  appeared 
to  more  advantage  than  herfelf.  Sir 
Robert  Manley,  to  wliom  neither  Lady 
Speck  nor  Mils  Wingman  had  related 
any  part  of  the  rebuff  they  had  received 
from  Jenny  on  his  fcoie,  was  very  inn- 
patient 
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patient  to  make  a  declaration  of  his  paf- 
ifion  to  her:  but  though  he  had  feeii  her 
three  times  that  cjay,  at  home,  in  the 
walks,  and  at  th^  aflemhly,  yet  no  op- 
portunity proper  for  his  purpofe  had 
prefented  itfeif. 

He  complainedof  his  ill-luck  to  Lord 
Huntley  and  Mr.  Lovegrove,  who,  af- 
ter confulting  with  the  ladies  what 
could  be  done  for  the  advancement  of 
the  intereft  of  their  friend  in  this  point, 
it  was  fo  contrived  amongft  them,  that 
(he  ftiould  be  left  alone  with  him,  as  if 
by  accident.  But  this  could  not  be  done 
with  fo  much  art  as  to  elude  the  dif- 
cernment  of  Jenny  ;  fhe  eafily  perceiv- 
ed with  what  intent  firft  one  and  then 
another  dipt  out  of  the  room,  till  none 
but  Sir  Robert  and  herfelf  were  left  in 
it.  Siie  could  not  help  fmiling  within 
herfelf  to  think  that  all  this  mighty 
pains  was  taken  only  to  ftiew  Sir  Ro- 
bert that  he  had  nothing  to  hope  for 
from  her;  and  was  not  at  all  difpleafeJ 
with  having  it  in  her  power  to  convince 
that  gentleman,  that  the  affeftion  be- 
tween herfelfandjemmy  was  tooftrong- 
ly  cemented  to  be  (haken  by  the  amo- 
rous attacks  of  any  pretender  whatlb- 
ever. 

I  am  afraid  that,  on  computation,  the 
number  of  thofe  ladies  would  be  found 
but  fmall,  who,  in  this  giddy  and  un- 
thinking age,  are  not  fond  of  making 
ne.vconquelts,  though  rendered,  by  even 
the  molt  folemn  engagements,  utterly 
incapable  of  accepting  the  trophies  pre- 
fented them.  Jenny,  however,  had  no- 
thing of  this  vanity  in  her  compofition  ; 
fhe  had  heaid  and  read  much  of  the  ef- 
fefls  of  love,  and  the  fatal  confequences 
which  had  fometimes  attended  a  difap- 
pointed  flame  ;  and  therefore  had  al- 
ways confidered  that  paflion  as  a  thing 
of  too  ferious  a  nature  to  be  fported 
with;  and  that  it  was  an  aftion  highly 
ungenerous  and  cruel  to  encourage  the 
growth  of  it  in  any  heart,  without  hav- 
ing the  power  or  inclination  of  maki'ig 
an  adequate  return.  Sir  Robert  Man - 
ley  was  a  perfon  whofe  addreffes  might 
have  gratified  the  pride  of  any  wom.in 
who  placed  her  glory  in  feeing  heik-lf 
admired.  Jenny  was  fenfible  of  his  me- 
litj  but  the  more  (lie  was  fo,  the  more 
(he  thought  herfelf  obliged  to  prevent 
him  at  once  from  indulging  any  fruit- 
lefs  expeiSations. 

He  had  no  fooner  made  her  an  offer 
ef  his  heart,  and  was  juft  beginning  to 


aflfiire  her  how  much,  and  how  eternal- 
ly, he  was  devoted  to  her,  tlian  (he  (top- 
ped the  progrefs  of  his  declaration,  by 
alking  him,  with  a  very  referved  air,  if 
he  were  really  in  earned  ?  To  which  he 
anfwering  in  the  affirmative,  and  an- 
nexing the  moft  folemn  proteftation  of 
the  truth—'  Then,  Sir,'  faid  (he,  *  I 

*  am  equally  forry  and  aftoni(hed,  that 

*  a  gentleman  of  fo  much  good  fenfe 
'  and  honour  in  other  things,  (hould 

*  forget  himfelf  fo  far  as  to  entertaia 

*  any  thoughts  of  this  kind  for  a  wo- 

*  man  who,  he  cannot  but  have  heard, 
'  has  from  her  very  biith  been  allotted 

*  for  another.' 

The  manner  in  which  thefe  words 
were  delivered  giving  a  double  energy 
to  the  meaning  of  them,  had  a  prodigi- 
ous effeft  on  the  perfon  to  whom  they 
were  directed  :  though  a  man  of  great 
prefence  of  mind,  bred  in  high  life,  and 
perfe6lly  acquainted  with  the  world,  he 
could  not  keep  himfelf  from  being  a 
little  abalhed  at  receiving  Co  grave  and 
fofeverea  reprimand  froma  lady  of  Jen- 
ny's years  and  inexperience;    buffoon 
ecovering  himfelf — '  Madam,'  faid  he, 
I  beg  you  will  do  me  the  juftice  to 
believe,  that  however  ardent  my  paf- 
fion  is,  I  would  fcoin  to  attempt  the 
gratification  of  it  by  any  ways  which 
my  honour  or  my  reafon  (Ijould  con- 
demn :  that  1  love  you,  is  moll  true  j 
yet  would  I  chufe  rather  to  confume 
through  the  force  of  an  inextingui(h- 
able  flame,  than  to  make  the  leaft  en- 
croachment either  on  your  virtue  or 
your  peace. 

'  I  do  not,  indeed,  deny,'  continued 
he,  '  but  that  I  have  been  told  fomewhat 
concerning  an  agreement  made  for  you 
in  your  extreme  youth  :  but  as  no 
conlequence  has  fisice  happened  of  that 
agreement,  I  flattered  my(elf  that  your 
beait  approved  nof  of  the  choice  made 
for  you;  was  at  full  liberty  to  elect  for 
itielf;  and  that  no  impediment  lay  in 
the  way  of  my  ambition,  but  my  own 
unworthinefs  of  obtaining  i'o  inefti- 
mable  a  jewel.' 
He  concluded  thefe  words  with  a  deep 
(igh,  and  a  bow  fuil  of  the  gieateff  ten- 
dernel's  and  rtlpeiit.  The  grateful  foul 
of  Jenny  wus  a  little  touched  at  his  be- 
haviour; and  (h?  immediately  replied 
with    an    extreiiie    I'weetnefs — '  Were 

*  there  no  other  bar  than  what  you  la(t 

*  mentioned,  Sir,'  fiid  (he,  *  I  believe 
'  there  arc  few  women,  of  any  penetra- 

•  tion 
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*  tion   at  leaft,    to  whom   your   heart 
'  would    be  an  unacceptable  prefent ; 

*  and  I  fhall  rejoice  to  fee  it  beftowed 

*  where  equal  worth  and  iinpre-engaged 

*  afre6\ions  may  crown  the  utmoft  of 

*  it'swifhes.' — '  Ah,  Madam!'  cried 

*  Sir  Robert,  •  why  is  this  enchanting 
'  goodnefs  lavifhed  on  a  man  who  can- 

*  not  thank:  the  bounty?   All  my  de- 

*  fires,  alas!  are  centered  in  yourfelf: 

*  and  to  wifn  me  happy  with  any  other 

*  ohfefl,  is  but  to  wifh  me  wretched. 
«   But   tell    me,    tell    ine,'  purfued   he, 

*  are  you   in  earnelt,  abfolutely  deter- 

*  mined,  to  give  your  hand  to  this  too 

*  fortunate  rival  ?  Is  it  a  thing  niutu- 

*  ally  refolved  between  you  ?' 
Jenny,  knowing  very  well  what  lie 

had  been  informed  of  concerning  the 
luppofed  infidelity  of  Jemmy,  was 
charmed  with  his  politenefs  in  imputing 
the  delay  of  their  nuptials  rather  to  an 
indifference  on  her  fide  than  a  diflike  on 
his,  and  now  more  defirous  than  ever 
of  entirely  ftifiing  all  fallacious  hopes, 
which  in  the  end  might  prove  deftruc- 
tive  to  hts  peace,  ccnnpelled  her  roode&y 
to  confefs  to  him,  that  (he  really  loved 
Jemmy:  and  that  her  inclinations  would 
have  preferred  him  to  all  the  men  in  the 
world,  even  though  they  had  not  been 
deftine<l  for  each  other  by  their  parents. 
Sir  Robert  could  not  liear  this  decla- 
ration without  pain  ;  but  being  fully 
perfuaded  in  his  mind,  by  what  Lord 
Huntley, Mr. Lovegrover.nd  others, had 
affured  him,  that  Jemmy  but  ill  re-pa^d 
the  tendcrnefs  of  his  fairmiftrefs.heaf- 
iumed  courage  enough  to  offer  a  fecond 
petition  to  her  conhderation.     '  Well, 

*  Madam,'  faid  he,  after  a  little  paufc, 

*  I  will  not  prefume  to  call  in  quellion 

*  the  merits  of  the  man  whom  you  are 

*  pleafed  to  favour;  I  will  believe  him 
«  as  defervin?  us  I  am  fnre  he  is  happy: 

*  yet  if  any  atcidmr,  yet  unforeleen, 

*  ftiould  happen  to  cifuniie  you  ;  if  any 
'  thing,    impoflible   as   it   may    feem, 

*  fhould  render  him  ungrateful  for  the 

*  hlefTing  he  enjoys;  might  I  hope  my 

*  love,    my    truth,    iny    perfeverance, 
«  would  in  time  firid  fome  room  in  a 

cornerof  that  heart  which, doubtlefs, 
then  wouldhaveexterminated  it'sfirft 
ideas  ?'  Thisinfinuation  was  far  from 
crking  the  eiW-S.  it  was  intended  for; 
Jenny  was  highly  offended  at  it;  and, 
turning  from  him  with  fomewhat  of  a 
difd  inful  air — '  Todemanda  promife,' 
laid  Ihe,  'on  luppofiiious  without  foun- 


dation, is  fo  chimerical  as  fcarce  to 
deferve  an  anfwer:   bur,  Sir  Robert, 
on  this  yon  may  depend.  That  when- 
ever Mr.  Jf^ffamy  fhall  prove  himfelf 
unworthy  of  my  love,  I  (hall,  indead 
of  giving  him  a  fucceflTor  in  my  heart, 
deleft  and  avoid  inankind  for  ever.' 
Sir  Robert  was  now  confcious  he  had 
gone  too  far;  and,  defirous  of  preferving 
her  efteem,  if  he  could  not  gain  her  af- 
ffcflion,  endeavoured  all  he  could  to  ex- 
cufe  therafhnefs  of  his  late  fuggeftions  ; 
which    poiTibly  he  fucceeded  in  better 
than  he  imagined,  as  Jenny  was  fenfible 
it  was  owing  to  the  bafe  report  that  had 
been  raifed  :   fhe  would  not,  however, 
feem  to  forgive  too  eafily  any  reflection 
caft  upon  her  dear  Jemmy,  but  conti- 
nued in  the  fame  ferious   deportment 
till  the  return  of  the  company  put  an 
end  to  all  difcourfe  betweem  them  oa 
this  fcore. 


CHAP.     XXIII. 

RELATES  HOW,  IN  THE  COMPASS 
OF  AN  HOUR,  JENNY  MET  WITH 
TWO  SURPRIZING  ADVENTURES 
OF  VERY  DIFFERENTKINDS;  AND 
THE  MANNER  IN  WHICH  SHE  BE- 
HAVED IN  THEM,  WITH  SOME 
OTHER  LESS  EXTRAORDINARY 
P  A  R  T 1 C  U  L  A  R  S ,  W  H  i  C  H  THE  R  E  A  - 
DER  WILL  DOUBTLESS  BE  PUZ- 
ZLED TO  KNOW  THE  MEANING 
OK. 

AFTER  what  had  paffeJ  between 
Jenny  and  Sir  Robert,  that  gen- 
tieinan  thougiit  it  would  be  in  vain  to 
profecute  his  fuit  ;  his  friends  alfo,  to 
whom  he  imparted  the  converfation  he 
had  with  her,  were  of  the  fame  opinion  ; 
and  the  report  of  Jemmy's  inconllancy 
began  now  to  lofe  much  of  the  credit  it 
had  obtained  among  them. 

Sir  Robert,  whole  e:^cem  for  Jenny 
was  not  at  all  diminished  by  her  late 
liehaviour  towards  him,  though  it  had 
tnade  him  endeavour  to  overcome  his 
paflion  for  her,  omitted  nothing  in  his 
power  to  reconcile  himfelf  to  her  good 
graces;  which  he  at  length  effectually 
did,  by  giving  her  the  ftrongell  and  re- 
iterated affurances  fh<tt  he  would  never 
more  attempt  to  interrupt  that  alT'ction 
which  he  now  feeu-.ed  to  believe  muiu- 
aliy  exifHng  between  her  and  Mr.  ]•.!'- 
lamy.     The  fame  tafy  Iicedom  of  con- 
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■verfttionwliich  had  reigned  among  this 
amiable  company  fince  their  firrt  com- 
his:  down  to  Bath,  was  no^  again  re- 
flored :  but  it  la'ied  not  long;  acci- 
dents on  accidents,  in  which  every  one 
bad  a  fhare,  imrr.ediately  fell  out,  and 
turned  all  into  difcord  and  confufion. 

Among  the  crowd  of  guei^s  who  weie 
every  day  at  the  tea-table  of  Lady 
Speck,  there  was  a  gentleman  named 
Celandine^  he  had  but  lately  returned 
from  making  the  tour  of  Europe;  and, 
like  Clodio  in  the  play,  pretended  to  be 
ccquainted  with  all  the  intrigues  of  the 
feveral  courts  he  had  been  in  :  he  w/as 
gay,  fpirited,  had  fomewit,  and  abun- 
dance of  afTurance ;  which,  with  the 
sff"e£lation  of  good-humour,  made  him 
pafs  for  a  very  agreeable  companion, 
and  particularly  entitled  him  to  the  fa- 
vour of  the  ladies,  many  of  whom 
thought  the  lofs  of  reputation  no  dif- 
grace  when  forfeited  on  his  account. 

He  was  certainly  very  mucli  indebt- 
ed to  Nature  for  a  handfome  perfon, 
and  to  education  for  all  thofe  modifh 
acconjpliihiTients  which,  with  unthink- 
ing people,  are  apt  to  caft  a  luftre  even 
on  the  worft  qualities  of  the  mind  j  his 
example  was  at  leall  a  proof  of  tliis  me- 
lancholy  truth  j  for  it  would  have  puz- 
zled even  his  beft  friends  and  greatell  ad- 
mirers, if  alked  the  quelHon,  to  have 
found  any  one  virtue  in  Ivira  compen- 
fate  for  a  thoufand  vices  :  he  wa«  vain 
to  an  excefs.j  ungrateful,  infmcere,  in- 
capable either  of  love  or  friendship  ;  a 
contemner  both  of  morality  and  reli- 
gion :  in  fine,  he  was  a  libertine  pro- 
felfed.  His  family  was  ancient  and 
honourable,  and  from  thence  dcTcended 
to  him  a  very  large  eftate,  which,  with- 
out doing  -one  generous  or  benevolent 
action,  he  feemed  to  take  abundance  of 
pains  to  get  rid  of  by  the  nioft  unheard- 
of  and  ridiculous  extravagancies  and 
vagaries. 

The  reader  will  perhaps  imagine,  that 
a  charafter  fuch  as  this  deferved  not  Co 
particular  a  dtfcription  ;  nor  (hould  I 
Iiave  troubltd  him  with  it,  had  there  not 
been  an  ablo'.ute  necefiity  of  my  doing 
fo,  for  realons  which  willpiefently  ap- 
pear. Jenny  was  at  home  alone  one 
day;  Lady  Speck,  and  Tvlifs  Wingman 
were  gone  into  the  walk  j  but  foine  let- 
ters flie  had  received  from  London, 
•svhich  required  immediate anfwers, had 
hindered  her  from  accompanying  them^ 
liai^ng  finiihed  what  (he  bad  to  do  be- 
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fore  they  returned,  (he  went  down  into 
the  garden,  in  order  to  refrefii  her  fpi- 
rits  after  the  fatigue  they  had  under- 
gone by  writing  ib  much  longer  than 
(he  was  accuilomed  atone  time. 

She  took  a  (hort  promenade  in  the 
great  alley;  but,  being  in  a  contempla- 
tive mood,  retired  into  an  arbour  at  the 
farther  end  of  it;  where,  aj  the  reader 
may  remember,  the  performers  in  Lord 
Huntley's  interlude  had  been  concealed. 
There  could  not,  indeed,  be  a  more 
proper  fcene  for  indulging  meditation  j 
and  (he  wns  juft  beginni-ng  to  fall  into 
a  very  agreeable  reverie,  when  on  a  fud- 
den  Celandine  appeared  at  the  entrance 
of  the  leafy  bower,  and  accofted  her 
with  thefe  lines,  tranflated  by  himfel^ 
from  a  French  poet: 

'  So  look'd  Pomona  when  Vertumnws  came, 
'  And  v.ith  immartal  raptures  clafp'd  the 
*  dame.* 

As  great  a  favourite  as  fhis  young 
gallant  was  with  moft  of  the  women  of 
his  acquaintance,  Jenny  had  never  been 
able  to  endure  the  fight  of  him,  on  ac- 
count of  his  pert  confident  behaviour  j 
but  his  preience  was  now  doubly  un- 
welcome to  her,  as  there  was  nobody 
but  herfelf  to  entertain  him,  or  to  bear 
apart  in  the  impertinent  freedoms  of  his 
converfation  ;  and  fne  could  not  forbear, 
giving  him  a  look  which  might  have 
dallied  the  boldnels  of  any  other  man, 
and  made  him  quit  the  place.    But  Ce- 
laudine,  as  has  been  before  observed, 
and  Jenny  in   this  vifit  experienced  to 
her  coR,  was  none  of  thofe  \Vho  were 
capable  of  being  awed  either  by  looks 
or  words.     Full  of  his  own  merit,  and 
puifed  up  with  frequent  fuccefies  among 
the  fair,  he  thought  the  whole  fex  at 
his  devotion ;    that   no   woman    could 
withfiand  his  charms,  and  that  the  cold- 
nefs  Jenny  had  always  treated  him  with 
was  no  more  tiian  an  affe6iation  of  mo- 
de(ty  in  publick,  which,  on  his  making 
the  firit  overtures  of  a   paflion  for  her, 
would   vanifh   in   an   indant,  and    Ihe 
would  drop  into  his  arms  as  rain  does 
from  the  firmament. 

*  How  kind  is  Fortune  to  me,'  faid 
he,  approaching  her,  'in  giving  iiie  this 

*  opportunity  of  (peaking  in  private  to 

*  my  angel!" — '  If  you  are  indebted  to 
'  Fortune  for  no  gre?.ter  favours,'  re- 
plied Jenny,   '  you  have  but  fmiili  caufe 

*  to   thank  her   bouiuy.     But   pray,' 

I  continugd 
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con'in'.ied  (he,  *  how  came  yon  to  be 

*  oni  of  tiie  walks  this  fine  day,  when 

*  b1]  the  woild  are  there?" — '   I  migijt 

*  afk  you  the  fame  queftion,'  anlwered 
he;   *  and  equally  wonder  why  I  find 

*  the   enchanting   Mils  jeflaniy  here, 

*  inoping  in  folitnry  fhade,  and  rseg- 

*  lefliiig  to  increafe  the  number  of  her 

*  conquelts,  and  add  new  triumphs  to 

<  her  eyes:  but  I  will  tell  you,'  purfu- 
ed  he,  catching  hold  of  her  hand;  '  it 

was  Fate,  propitious  Fate,  ordained 
it  fo  for  both  cur  happinefs  :  fome 
kind  good-natured  demon  put  itinio 
your  head  to  uay  at  home,  and  in 
mine  to  feek  ycu  here.' 
He  concluded  thefe  words  witli 
throwing  one  of  his  arms  about  her 
reck,  and  began  to  kifs  her  with  vehe- 
mence. Hard  it  is  to  fay,  whether  fur- 
prize  or  rage,  at  being  treated  in  this 
manner,  was  mod  predominant  in  her 
foul:  (he  broke  from  him;  and,  ftarting 
lome  paces  back — '  What  means  this 

*  rudenefsr'  cried  file.     *  Give  not  fo 

*  harfli  a  name,'  rejoined  he,  *  to  the 

*  emotions  of  the  moft  tender  paflion 

*  that  ever  was.' — '  A  priiTion  forme!' 
laid  flie,  in  a  voice  full  of  difdain.  'Yes, 

*  for  you!'  replied  he,  ftaring  her  in 
the  face.    '  Did  my  eyes  never  tell  you 

*  the  fecret  of  my  heart  ?" — 'No,  real- 

*  ly,'  faid  f.ie;  '  1  never  examined  into 

*  the  myiterious  dialciS,  nor  uellre  to 

*  liave  it  explained.' 

,  With  thefe  words  flie  was  going  haf- 
tily  out  of  the  arbour,  but  the  nimble 
Celandine  at  one  jump  got  between  her 
and  the  entrance,  and  in  fpitc  of  all 
tl<a  refiftance  flie  could  make,  forced 
her  back  to  the  bench  wiiere  he  had 
foimd  her  fitting.  *  No  more  pudery,' 
cried  he,  *  nor  this  pretended  coynefs; 

<  we  are  now  alone,  and  the  means  of 

*  being  fo  are  not  eafy  to  be  found  in 

*  fuch  a  place  as  Bath  :  do  not,  tlicn,  by 

*  this  unfeafonable  referve,  make  me 

*  lofe  the  golden  glorious  opportunity 
'  that  Heaven  has  fent,  of  giving  you 

*  tiie  moft  fuhftantial  proofs  how  much 

*  my  foul  adores   you  ;  how    much  I 

*  prize  you  above  that  Heaven  itfelf,' 
It  is  as  impoflible  to  paint  the  dif- 

traftion  Jenny  was  in,  as  it  was  for  her 
to  exprc^Is  it,  or  relieve  herfelf  from  the 
impendingdanger  to  which  flie  was  re- 
duced. They  were  at  too  great  a  dif- 
tance  from  the  hcufe  for  her  cries  to 
§brm  the  family ;  he  held  her  faft  down 


on  the  feat,  with  his  hands  on  both  hcf 
flioulders;  (he  could  only  call  him  Mon- 
ger! Villain!  while  he,  regaidlefs  of 
her  reproaches,  uttered  things  which 
made  her  modcft  i^eart  flnidder  at  the 
found  of.  To  what  horrid  freedom  he 
might  have  proceeded  is  uncertain :  a 
fudJen  rudling  among  the  branches, 
which  twined  about  the  latticed  arbour, 
made  him  relax  the  hold  he  had  taken 
of  liis  fair  captive,  and  turn  to  fee  what 
hadoccadoned  this  interruption.  Jenny 
loll'  net  the  ir.llant  of  her  releafe,  but 
rather  fiew  than  ran  out  of  thatdetefled 
place;  when,  juft  at  the  entrance,  fne 
was  met  by  a  woman,  or,  to  fpeak 
more  properly,  a  fury  armed  with  a  pen- 
knife ;  which  fi;e  had  doubtlefs  plung- 
ed into  the  bofom  of  the  defencelefs 
fair,  if  Celandine,  who  was  clofe  be- 
hind, had  net  been  very  quick  in  wreft- 
Ing  it  from  her  hand. 

'  What  fiend,  thou  curfed  creaturel' 
cried  Celandine,  *  has  prompted  thy  ma- 
'  lice  to  attempt  this  execrable  deed  !' 
— '  What  fiend  but  thyfelf,  thou  woi  fe 
'  than  devil  ?'  anfwered  (he,  almoft 
foaming  at  the  mouth  with  paflion, 
Jenny  (laid  not  to  hear  what  farther 
pafled  between  theni,  butran  fcreaming 
down  the  alley;  Lady  Speck  and  Mil's 
Wingman,  accompanied  by  Mr.  Love- 
grove,  entered  the  houfe  at  that  very 
moment,  and  were  the  firft  who  came  to 
her  affiftance. 

Never  were  three  people  in  greater 
confternation  than  they;  Jenny,  with 
arms  extended,  and  garments  all  difcr- 
dered,  crying  out  for  help;  Celandine, 
at  feme  diJl^ance,  with  the  utmoft  con- 
fufion  in  his  looks,  and  at  his  feet  a 
woman,  who  feemcd  either  dead  cr  in  a 
fwoon.  In  vain  they  enquired  the  oc- 
caiicn  of  all  this  ;  Jenny  was  incapable 
of  fpeaking,  by  the  fright  which  yet 
hung  upon  her  fpirits ;  the  intended 
murderefs,  by  the  condition  (lie  was  in; 
and  Celandine,  by  his  guilt.  Mr.  Love- 
grove,  who  had  more  prefence  of  mind 
than  any  of  the  reil  on  this  occallon, 
finding  no  anfwers  were  given  to  their 
interrogatories,  (tcpt  forward  to  con- 
vince himi'elf  if  the  perfon  who  lay  up- 
on the  earth  were  alive  or  dead;  and 
this  aftion  of  his  it  was  that  probably 
recovered  Celandine  the  ufe  of  his 
tongue  :  but  the  fiift  and  only  token  he 
gave  of  it,  was  to  fay,  it  was  a  mad  wo- 
jiian,  who  had  fome  how  or  other  gain- 
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ed  admittance;  and  to  defire  tlie  fer- 
vants  might  be  ordered  to  carry  her  out 
of  the  houfe. 

Mr.  Lovegrove  hnvingr  found  the  oer- 
fon  he  fpolce  of  in  this  manner  was  on- 
ly in  a  fainting-fit,  cricJ  out — '  What- 

•  ever  (he  is,  her  figure,  as  well  as  the 

*  prefent  condition   flie  is  in,  feems  to 

*  demand  rather  compafTion  than  con- 

•  tempt.'  On  this  Ladv  Speck,  and  her 
filler  ran  to  aHiJl  the  charitable  endea- 
vour he  was  making  for  her  recovery  ; 
but  Jenny  dill  kept  at  a  good  diRance; 
and  Celandine,  wi)o,  for  I'.il  iii?  impu- 
dence, was  not  provided  with  fit  an- 
fwers  to  the  queftioiis  which  were  like- 
ly to  be  put  to  him,  took  the  opportu- 
nity of  their  being  thus  engaged  to  (neak 
off,  without  giving  any  notice  of  his 
going. 

By  this  time  the  woman  of  the  houfe, 
with  all  the  fervan's,  were  got  into  the 
garden;  and  among  them  t!ie  unhappy 
Itranger  was  carried  into  a  parlour,  and 
laid  upon  a  couch,  where  proper  reme- 
dies being  applied,  flie  came  a  little  to 
herlelf. 


CHAP.     XXIV. 

CONT.AINS  SOME  PART  OF  THE  HIS- 
TORY OF  THE  FURIOUS  STR.'^N- 
GER,   .A,S   TOLD  UY    KER.SELF. 

TH  E  company  to  whom  Jenny  had 
now  related  the  dangers  (he  had 
efcaped,  were  very  impatient  to  know 
the  wliole  of  this  adventure  ;.  and  per- 
ceiving the  perlon  chiefly  cjncerned  in 
it  was  recovered  enough  to  be  able  to 
fatisfy  their  curiofity,  began  almoft  all 
at  once  to  afk  what  had  induced  her  to 
attempt  fuch  an  zci  of  barbarity;  but 
that  unfortunate  creature  had  not  tb.e 
power,  for  a  confidcrabie  time,  of  mak- 
ing any  other  anfwer  than  a  torrent  of 
tears,  which  guQied  from  her  eyes  with 
fuch  rapidity,  as  drew  compafllon  even 
from  Jenny  heifclf.  The  violence  of 
that  paffion,  liowever,  which  fo  long 
had  (topped  tlie  pafiage  of  her  words, 
having  found  this  vent,  flie  entreated 
their  pardon  for  the  difturhance  (he  had 
caufed,  and  tiianked  tiie  charitable  re- 
lief that  had  been  offered  her,  in  terms 
fo  polite,  as  made  every  one  J'.e  (lie  was 
■  not  of  the  loweli:  rank  of  life. 

Tiien  turning  to  Jenny — '  But  it  is 
*  you,  Madam,  I  have  mull  ofF;.ndedr 


faid  file.   '  Oh  !   had  I  perpetrated  tlie 

*  horrid  deed,  Ke^ven,  fure,  mufthave 

*  decreed  fome  new  and  yet  unpraflifed 

*  torture  for  a  crime  like  m.ine.'  Here 
fhe  ceafed,  to  give  way  to  ioiv.ii  fighs, 
which  weiejult  then  forcing  themfeives 
from  her  afHifled  bofom;  after  which 
— '  Yet  that  Heaven,  to  whom  I  now 
'  appeal,'    cried  (he,    '  is  witnefs  for 

*  me,  as  well  as  my  own  confcious 
'  foul,  that  I  was  clear  of  all  malice, 
'  all  premeditated  delign,  againft  you. 
'  When   I  drew  that  curfed  knife,  I 

*  meant  not  to  hurt  your  innocence, 
'  but  to  do  jullice  to  myfelf  on  the  vii- 

*  lain  that  was  with  you.     Some  d33-. 

*  mon  in  thatinltant,  fure,  torued  my 

*  erring  arm  from  it's  intended  mark  to 

*  Cave  his  brother  fiend.' 

'Who  is  this  fiend,  this  villain,  you  are 

*  fpeakingof?'  cried  Lady  Speck,  witii 
fome  emotion.  'Oh!  there  is  no  name 
'  ib  foul,  fb  black,  as  he  deferves!' re- 
plied the  othec:  '  but  if  you  would  paint 
'  a  wretch,  in  whom  all  vices,  ailcor- 

*  ruptions,  meet  as  in  their  centre,  then 
'  call  him  Celan<iine! — Oh,  ladies'' 
continued  (he,  in  the  extremed  ago- 
nies, '  v/hy  will  you  fuffer  fuch  a  fer- 

*  pent  near  you  ?  Wherever  he  conies 
'  he  brings  deftruftion  with  him,  and 
'  bitternefs  of  heart  with    everlafting 

*  infamy  are  the  legacies  he  leaves  be- 

*  bind  him!' 

It  is  probable  (lie  would  have  run  on 
with,  theie  exclamations  much  longer, 
if  l\lr.  Lovegrove  had  not  reminded 
her,  that  as  the  perfon  was  not  there, 
(he  would  do  better  to  inform  the  com- 
pany of  the  caui'a  of  her  complaint 
againli  him:  '  For,' faid  he,  *  you  nei- 
'  ther  can  be  juilified  nor  be  condemn- 
'  ed  in  oar  opinion,  without  ycur  let- 
'  ting  lis  into  the  fecret  cf  his  crime.' 

'  AlasT  anfwcred  Pcie,  hurtling  again 
into  tears,  '  neither  his  crime  nor  my 
'  (liame  arefecrets  to  the  world;  and  as 
'  I  am  before  perfons  of  fo  mucrh  ho- 
'  nour  and  goodnefs,  I  have  leafon  so 
'  liope  that  a  perfeil  knowledge  of  thole 
'  unfortunate     circumftances      whicli" 

*  brought  on  my  undoing,  will  entitle 

*  me  rather  to  compadlon,  than  at  all 

*  add  to  the  contempt  the  late  behaviour 
'  I  have  been  guilty  of  mult  have  ex- 
'  cited.' 

The  ladies    fiien,    as   well   as   Ivlr. 

Lovegrove,  atTured  her,  that  (lis  could 

ro  vouy  Co  well  atone  for  the  confj'iou 

ihi  h.id  given  them,  as  by  making  ihcni 

i  z  a  fdithful 
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a  faithful  narrativeof  the  motives  which 
had  induced  her  to  it.  On  this  Tneen- 
deavouied  to  compofe  herfelf  as  much 
as  polliblej  and,  after  a  paufe  of  a  few 
minutes,  in  order  to  recolleiEl  the  paf- 
fages  (he  was  about  to  relate,  began  to 
do  as  Ihe  was  dcfired,  in  thcfe  or  the 
like  terms. 


THE  HISTORY  OF  MRS.  M— ^ — -. 

*  T  Will  not  detain  your  attention,' 
•'•  faid  this  afili^led  woman,  '  with 
any  impertinent  particulars  concern- 
ing a  wretch  fo  unworthy  as  myfelfj 
but  beg  you  will  afford  a  patient 
hearing  of  fnch  ns  are  abfohitely  ne- 
ceffary  for  the  better  underfcandiug 
my  ur. happy  ftory. 
«  I  was  the  only  daughter  of  a  gen- 

*  tleman,  who,  being  a  younger  fon, 
had  no  other  dependence  than  a  poft 
in  one  of  the  publick  ofEces.  As  he 
lived  up  to  the  height  of  his  income, 
I  was  left  at  his  deceafe,  which  hap- 
pened when  I  was  about  feventeen 
years  of  age,  with  no  other  portion 
than  a  genteel  education,  fome  houfe- 

*  hold  furniture,  and  a  few  jewels.     I 
«  had  loft  my  mother  in  my  infancy, 

*  fo  that  I  was  altogether  an  orphan: 

*  my  father's  brother,  though  poilelled 

*  of  a  large  ellate,  declined  taking  any 

*  eare  of  me;  and  I  knew  not  what 

*  would  have  become  of  me,  if  an  aunt, 
by  my  mother's  fide,  had  not  been  lb 
good  to  admit  me  into  her  family,  to 
preferve  me,  as  (lie  faid,  from  falling 
into  thofe  temptations  to  which  a 
maid  of  my  years,  and  accounted  not 
ugly,  was  liable  to  be  expofed. 
<  i  had  not  lived  quite  two  years 
with  this  kind  relation,  before  fome 
bufiiiefs  brought  frequently  to  her 
houfeagentleman  called  Mr.  M — - — , 
who  you  muft  doubtlefs  have  heard 
of,  as  he  makes  a  pretty  confiderable 
figure  in  the  law:  he  took  a  fancy  to 
me  at  firil  fight,  which  afterwards 
grew  up  into  a  puflion;  in  fine,,  he 
loved  mc  upon  the  moil  honourable 

*  terms;  and  afked  leave  of  my  aunt  to 

*  make  his  addrefles  to  me.  'I'iie  match 

*  was  too  advantageoi's  fora  girl  in  my 

*  circumllances  to  be  refufed:  file  pref- 

*  fed  me  to  itj  and  as  neither  his  ptr- 

*  fon  nor   converfatiun  were  difagree- 

*  able  to   me,  I   confenled,  and  in    a 

*  fliort  time  became  his  wife. 
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*  Few  women,  I  believe,  can  bnaft'o'f 

*  more  happiuefs  than  I  enjoyed  dining 

*  the  firlt  feven  or  eight  months  of  out" 
'  marriage:  my  hulband  feeiried  tohave 

*  no  other  ftudy  than  that  of  obliging 

*  me;  he  was  continually  forming  fome 
'  newfchemesof  delight  and  entertain- 

*  ment  for  me;  he  never  heard  of  any 
'  ornam.ent  of  drefs  or  furniture,  in  ufe 
'  with  ihs beau moi!Je,hMthehovghi2nd 

*  brought  it  home  to  me.  He  could 
'  fcarce  bear  lofing  the  fi^ht  of  me  a 

*  moment;  and,  indeed,  gave  me  more 

*  of  his  ccmpany  than  could  well  be 
'  fparcd  from  his  avocation. 

*  But  the  extremes  of  any  thing  are 

*  feldom  lading;    this   exuberance   of 

*  tranfported  love,  this  phrenzy  of  paf- 
'  ficn,  if  I  may  call  it  fo,  vaniihed  by 
'  very  fwift  degrees;  as  fudden  cold- 
'  nefs  almofl:  at   once   fucceeded:    he 

*  treated  me  civilly,  it  is  true;  retrench- 

*  cd  no  part  of  my  expences;  denisd 
'  me  nothing  that  I  alked;  but  yet  I 
'  found  a  mighty  difference  between 
'  this  and  his  former  behaviour.    Ah, 

*  how  dangerous  it  is  for  men  to  begin 
'  with  demonftrations  of  a  fondnefo 
'  which  they  cannot  perfevere  in!  I  was 

*  young,  vain,  inconfiHerate.  ]  ex- 
'  peiSled  the  fame  affiduity  to  pleafe, 
'  the  fame  i  aptures  as  at  Srft,  and  could 

*  not    brook    the   difappointment.     I 

*  complained  of  this  change  of  mycon- 
'  dition  to  a  female  friend  of  more  vears 

*  and  experience  than  m5'felf:  at  firft 

*  (he  laughed  at  me,  and  told  me  that 
'  nothing  was  inore  common,  and  t'lat 

*  file  had  often  wondered  Mr.  M— ■ 

*  held  out  the  honey-moon  fo  long, 

*  This  putting  me  beyond  all  pa- 

*  tience — "  Do  not  be  fo  much  out  of 
"  humour,"  faid  /he:  "  your  cafe  is 
"  but  the  lame  with  other  women;  and 
"  I  believe  1  can  d'lrtSi  you  to  a  courie 
*•  that  will  infallibly  retrieve  all;  and 
"  as  it  is  the  nature  of  mankind,"  con- 

*  tinued  flie,  "  to  be  rampant  in  the 
*'  purfuit  of  their  wiilies,  but  languid 
"  in  the  full  poffeffion  of  them,  you- 
*f  muft  give  your  hufband  room  to  ap- 
"  prehend  he  is  not  fo  fecure  of  your 
"  heart  as  he  has  imagined.  Toy  with 
"  fome  pretty  fellow  before  his  face; 
«'  fend  often  for  him,  and  affeft  to  be 
*'  uneafy  till  you  fee  htm:  this  will 
"  rouze  your  huToand,  if  any  thing. 
"  will  do  it;  jealoufy  new-poinis  the 
•'  darts  efJove,  andwhels  tlieedgeof 

*«^  fat^atei 
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♦«  They  dcarlv  prize  what  they  once»fear  to 
"  lofe'." 

*  T  ereedily  fwallowed  this  falfe  doc- 

*  trine,'  continued  Mrs.  M wiih 

a  deep  iigh,  «  and  immediately  refolvetl 

on  making  the  experiiiienr.  Celan- 
dine, whole  pcrfon  I  have  no  occa- 
fion  to  give  a  particular  defcription 
of,  as  you  all  knew  him,  feemrd 
formed  by  nature  for  the  purpole  I 
intended.  He  came  frequently  to  our 
houfe;  my  huftand  always  treated 
him  wiih  the  extremelt  refpeft,  as 
indeed  he  had  good  reifon  to  do,  be- 
ing indebted  for  his  firft  fetting  cut 
in  the  world,  in  the  handfome  man- 
ner he  did,  to  the  father  of  Celan- 
dine, whom  both  his  parents  had  ferr- 
ed,  the  one  in  quality  of  a  fteward, 
the  other  of  houfekeeper.  The  fa- 
vours conferred  on  Mr.  M— — ,  even 
from  his  infancy,  by  that  old  gentle- 
man, v^ere  fuch  as  made  many  peo- 
ple fufpeft  there  was  a  nearer  affinity 
between  them  than  was  for  my  mo- 
ther-in -law'shonoar  to  acknowiadge: 
be  that,  however,  as  it  may,  it  is  not 
my  bvifinefs  to  infpefl  into  the  faults 
of  others,  but  bewail  my  own. 

*  I  had  hitherto  behaved  towards  my 
hufoand's  young  patron,  for  fo  he 
always  called  him,  with  the  referve 
becoming  the  married  woman  ;  but 
now,  according  to  the  pernicious  ad- 
vice I  had  received,  I  put  on  the  moft 
light  airs  before  him,  and  looked  and 
talked  in  fach  a  manner  as  might 
have  made  a  man  of  much  lefs  vanity 
than  he  is  endued  witli,  imagine  nil 
to  be  moft  paffioaately  in  love  with 
him.  Wbetiier  my  hufbr.nd  had  really 
too  much  indifference  for  me  to  re- 
gard any  thing  I  did,  or  whetlier  he 
thought  the  extraordinary  civilities  I 
ftiev.-ed  to  his  friend  were  merely  to 
oblige  him,  I  cannot  be  certain  ;  all 
I  can  fay  is,  that  he  took  net  the  leall 
notice  of  this  change  in  my  conduQj 
nor  could  I  perceive  any  alteration  in 
his  behaviour  towards  nie  upon  it. 
'  But  Celandine,  who  thought  me  all 
devoted  to  him,  was  not  of  a  humour 
to  icfe  anv  part  of  the  triumph  of  his 
new  conouell:  heafliduoufly  watched 
every  opportunity  of  being  alone  with 


*  ms;  iTtwrned  the  pretended  advance* 

*  I  had  mads  him,  with  ail  the  ardour 
<  of  a  man  tranfported  with  them  ;  tii^, 
'  at  laft,   my  hearl  became  fuiccptible 

*  of  the  guilty  flame,  and  what  I  had 

*  {o  fatally  ailefled  grew  into  reality  i 

*  in  fine,  I  loved  hiin,  was  too  weak. 
to  refill  the  diftates  of  my  paiiia:>, 
and  became  a  prey  to  the  woi"fir 
monlhr  that  ewer  wore  the  fliape  <^ 
man.' 

Here  Mrs.  M becameunable  to 

proceed:  flie  was  not  fo  entirely  loft  Po 
ail  fenfe  of  honour  and  virtue  as  i)»t 
to  feel  an  extreme  (hock  at  the  remei^i- 
brance  o+  what  (he  was  about  to  rz- 
peat ;  f.iame  and  confufio«  overwhelii>- 
eJ  her  heart,  and  threw  her  into  a  ig~ 
Gond  fainting,  from  which  (Tie  was  net 
without  fome  difficulty  recovertd. 


CHAP.     XXV. 

CONTAINS     A     CONTIKUATION    O? 

MRS.   M S  ADVENTURES. 

THE  Hnfortun^te  Mrs.  M — , 
having  once  more  regained  the 
power  of  uttera:>ce,  made  a  hand(b-:»ie 
apology  for  that  interruption  whic'ii 
g.rief  aiid-  jliame  had  occafiooed  in  her 
lecital  j  and  then  profecuied  it  in  the 
following  manner. 

'  It  may  feem  Itrange,  perhaps,'  faitl 
flie,  '  that,  v^ith  my  innocence,  I  ihoi^d 

*  lofe  all  difcretion  too;  yet  fo  it  vi-asi 

*  fond  even  to  roadnefs  of  my  uiKiojr, 

*  and  iblf-fatisfkd  with  my  criiMC,  I- 

*  tliODght  of  nothing,  regarded  r>c- 
'  thing,  Itiidied  nothing,  but  1k>v.'  to 
'  gain  fredi  opportunities  ot  repeat>ng 

*  it.  Whenever  my  huiband  was  a- 
'  broad,  as  of  late  he  had  but  too  of»en 

*  been  fo,  I  fent  aver  half  the  towivin 
'  fearch  of  Celandine:  if  he  was  not 
'  found,  the  ill-humcur  I  was  i»  fuffi- 
'  ciently  teftiiied  to  all  about  ine  my 
'  impatience  for  the  difappointmest  j 

*  and  whenever  he  was  with  me,  we 

*  were  conftantly  locked  up  together, 

*  and  all  who  came  to  vifit  me  were  de- 

*  nied  accefs. 

*  Ail  this,  as  may  eafily  be  fuppofed, 

*  could  be  no  fecret :  fome  of  my  ac- 
'  qiiaintance  contented  themfelves  v<itii 

*  fiiunning   my   converfation  j    others 

*  uiU   kept  me  company,  but  it  was 

*  only  to  have  the  more  opportunity  ok 

*  feeing 
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feeing  and  expofing. my  folly.  I  be- 
came the  derifion  even  of  my  own 
feivanfs,  as  I  eafily  perceived  by  the 
little  obciiieiice  they  paid  to  my  com- 
mands, and  the  pert  anfwers  they 
gave,  which  were  alfo  accompanied 
with  fneering  countenances  and  ma- 
licious grins,  whenever  I  went  about 
to  exert  my  authority  over  them  as  a 
miftrefs.  Oh!  how  great  was  my  in- 
fatuation! I  can  now,  with  aftonifh- 
ed  eyes,  behold  all  thefe  things  dif- 
tinfily;  but  at  that  time  was  blind 
to  all  that  conduced  not  to  the  gra- 
tification of  my  love;  or,  as  I  then 
flattered  myfelf,  rewarding  that  of  the 
man  whom  I  confidcred  as  the  moft 
faithful,  as  well  as  the  moft  charming, 
of  his  lex.'  Here  the  tears  btgan  again 

to  flow;  but  flie  foon  dried  them  up, 

and   purfued  the   thread   of  her   dif- 

courfe. 

*Myhufband,  I  believe,'  continued 

fhe,  '  v.'as  the  lad  perfon  fenfibleof  the 

*  diftionour  I  had  brought  upon  him  ; 

*  but  he  could  not  long  efcape  the  hear- 
ing of  what,  had  he  not  been  blinded 
by  his  too  good  opinion  either  of 
myfelf  or  Celandine,  he  needed  not  to 
have  been  told.  I  am  apt  to  think, 
however,  that  he  gave  not  an  entire 
credit  to  the  ftory  ;  for,  if  he  had,  he 
would  not  have  taken  the  pains  he 
did  to  be  convinced. 

'  He  left  Celandine  with  me  one  day, 
pretendin^g  that  fome  very  extraordi- 
nary bufinefs  called  him  abroad  ;  but, 
inftead  of  going  out,  v/ent  and  con- 
cealed himfeif  in  a  clofet  within  our 
bed-chamber;  into  which,  thinking 
ourfelves  perfeflly  fecure,  we  retired 
foon  after  his  fuppcfed  departure. 
We  had  not  been  there  many  minutes 
before  he  rudied  out,  and  furprized  us 
in  a  manner  as  could  admit  no  doubt 
of  the  crime  we  were  guilty  of.  Ce- 
landine fnatched  u])his  fword,  which 
lay  in  the  window,  and  immediately 
drew  it,  expelling  he  ftiould  haveoc- 
cafion  to  ufe  it :  but  my  hulLand,  in 
the  fame  moment,  eafed  his  appre- 
hendons  on  that  fcore,  by  faying, 
with  a  voice  wliich  had  more  of  grief 
than  anger  in  it  —  "  Put  up.  Sir  :  I 
'  have  not  forgot  the  obligations  I 
•'  have  to  your  family;  and  am  only 
"  forrytofind  you  have  taker,  this  me - 
*'  thod  to  acquit  me  of  them.  Ail  I 
♦'  defue  is,  that  you  will  leave  my  h^jufe 


direflly,  and  that  from  hencefor- 
ward we  may  be  utter  ftrangerj," 
Celandine  was  in  too  much  confufion 
to  make  any  anfwer ;  and  went  away 
with  all  the  fpeed  he  could. 
'  As  for  my  wretched  felf,  fear, 
which,  one  would  think,  (hould  ra- 
ther have  given  wings  to  mj'  feet,  and 
made  me  fly  the  prefence  of  an  in- 
jured hufband,  rivetted  me  to  the  bed- 
fide  on  vi/hich  I  was  fitting  ;  my  blood 
was  all  congealed ;  my  Ipirits  ceal'ed 
to  opsrate :  he  upbraided  my  trea- 
chery and  perfidioufnels  in  terms 
which,  1  muft  confefs,  they  merited. 
I  heard  all  he  faid ;  but  had  it  not  in 
my  power  to  make  the  leall  reply,  or 
to  excufe  or  defend  my  crime,  had  it 
been  in  words  to  do  either;  but  at  that 
time  I  was  indeed  bereft  of  fpeech  as 
well  as  motion.  Having  vented  fome 
part  of  his  indignation  in  revilings, 
he  flung  out  of  the  room,  and  left  me 
in  the  condition  defcribed. 

*  No  ftupidity,  fure,  ever  equalled 
mine;  a  death -like  numbnefs  had 
feized  all  my  faculties;  what  little 
fenfe  I  had  was  bewildered  and  con- 
fufed  :  I  could  not  even  refltrft  on  the 
misfortunes  to  which  my  folly  had 
reduced  me,  much  lefs  contrive  any 
means  to  render  them  more  fupporc- 
able.  How  long  I  remained,  or  how 
much  longer  I  (hould  have  remained, 
in  this  lethargy  of  mind,  I  know  not  j 
but  it  was  almolt  dark  when  I  was 
rouzed  out  of  itby  thefudden  appear- 
ance of  an  elderly  woman,  a  relation 
of  my  hufband'sj  who,  with  a  flerr» 
voice  and  countenance,  told  me  tnaS 
fhe  was  fent  by  him  to  take  care  of 
his  family;  and  that  I  muft  imme- 
liiately  go  out  of  the  houfe. 

*  This  meffage,  and  the  manner  in 
which  it  was  deliveied,  flung  me  to 
the  very  foul:  rage  and  dildain  now 
quickened  every  nerve;  I  was  all  on 

fire,  and  raved  againft  Mr.  M in 

terms  which  would  have  made  any 
one  who  heard  me  think  that  it  was 
niyftlf,  not  he,  who  was  the  injured 
perfon.  To  this  flje  coolly  anfwered, 
that  it  was  not  her  bufmefs  to  argue 
with  me  on  thefe  points;  that  Ihe 
had  difcharged  her  commiflion  in 
ftgnifying  my  hufband's  pleai'ure  to 
me;  which,  fince  I  did  not  think  fit 
to  comply  with,  he  muft  come  him- 
feif, and  put  an  end  to  the  difpute  j 

«  adding. 
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<  nJ.'in'-,  tint  he  was  not  far  ofF,  and 

<  (he  woiik!  fend  diieStly  for  him. 

'  All  my  courage  again  forfcok  me; 

*  the  ilghtof  my  hufband,  at  this  time, 
«   was  more  dreadful   to   me   than  any 

*  thino^Icould  fufFer  in  being  baniflied 

*  fron?  him  :  befides,   my  reafon   now 

*  convinced  me,  that,  after  fo  full  a 
«  deletion  of  my  crime,  I  could  not 

*  hope  to  live  under  the  fame  roof  with 

*  him  ;  at  lead  not  till  a  long  feries  of 

*  penitence  and  fiibmiflions  (hould  give 

<  me  a  title  to  his  forgivenefs.  I  there- 
«  fore  called  the  woman  back,  perceiv- 

*  ins  fhe  was  going  to  do  as  (lie  had 
'  fai'd,  and  told  her,  that,  fmce  it  was 

*  mv  hufjand's  will  I  fhould  depart,  I 

*  would  not  provoke  him  b)^  my  dif- 

*  obedience. 

'  In  fpeaking  thefe  words,  I  ftarted 

*  up,  went  to  the  drawers,  put  a  night- 

*  mob  into  my  pocket,  hurried  on  my 
«  c-apuchin,  ordered  a  coach  to  be  calj- 
«  ed,  and  feemed  in  as  much  hafte  to 

*  be  gone  as  my  hiifband  was  to  get 

*  rid  of  me.     While  I  was  doing  this, 

*  his  kinfwoman  defired  I  would  take 

*  the  keys  with  me;  faying  that,  if  I 

*  fent  them  in  the  morning,   (he  had 

*  orders  to  let  me  have  every  thing  be- 

*  longingtome.  "  Very  well,"  replied 

*  I,  carelefsly;  "  I  fiiail  know  in  the 
*'  morning  what  I  have  to  do."  The 
'  coach  being  at  the  door,   I  ftepped 

*  haft'.ly  into  it,  snd  made  the  fellow 

*  drive  n;e   to  a   milliner's   in  Covent 

*  Garden,  whofe  cuftomer  I  had  been 

*  for  a  confiderable  time. 

'  I  chofe  this  woman's  houfe  for  an 

*  afyiiim  in  my  diftrefs,  not  daring  to 
«   apply  to  any  one  of  my  relations  : 

*  nor  did  I  think,  it  proper  as  yet  to 

*  truft  her  with  the  whole  fecret  of  my 
'  guilt  and  mv  misfortunes;  I  only 
'  told  her  that  I  had  a  quarrel  with  my 
'  hufband,  and  had  fwore  not  to  fleep 

*  with  him  that  night  ;  fo  defired  flie 
'  would  behcfpitable  enough  to  afford 

*  me  a  bed,  as  I  knew  Ihe  had  one  to 
'  fpare. 

*  The  former  part  of  that  night  I 

*  paCed  in  the  moft  cruel  agitations; 
'   but  towards  the   latter  grew  fome- 

*  what  more  compofed  :  the  vivacity 
f  of  mv  temper  reprefented  to  me,  that 
^  I  was  n-jt  the  fir.^  v.-oinan  who  had 

<  lived  in  a  ftate  of  feparation  from  her 

<  hufband  ;  that  the  difccurfe  of  thefe 
?  ibin^s  was  foon  overs  that  I  had  a 


'  lover  who  would   always   fupply  me 

*  witli  the  necelTaries  of  life;  and  that 
'  the  lofs  of  reputation  would  be  atoned 
^  for  by  the  endearments  of  fo  worthy 
'  a  man.  Thus,  alas!  was  myjudg- 
'  ment  mifguided  by  ray  fond  paffioa 
'   for  that  ungrateful  wretch! 

*  I  difpatched  a  mefienger  to  him 
'  next  morning  :  he  came  immediately; 
'   defired  I    would    provide    handfbine 

*  lodgings  for  myfelf  ;  andaffuredme, 

*  wiih  a   thoufand  proteftations,  that 

*  his  purfe  and  his  perfon  (houid  al- 
'  ways  be  at  my  devotion.     Notwith- 

*  Handing  this,  I  v.'rote  to  my  hufband, 

*  excuiing  my  tranfgreffion  as  well  as 
'  I  was  able  :  he  fent  me  al!  the  things 
'  I  had  left  behind  ;  but  returned,  for 

*  anfv.er  to  my  letter,  that  he  was  de- 

*  termined  never  to  fee  my  face  again  ; 
'  and  that  all  he  would  do  for  me  was 

*  to  pay  for  my  board,  on  condition  I 

*  would  retire  to  a  farm-houfe  an  hun- 
<  dre.l  and  fifty  miles  from  London, 
'  and  never  more  come  back. 

'  Gladly,  therefore,  I  accepted  of 
'  Celandine's  offer;  hired  an  apartment; 
'  and  thought  myfeif  as   happy  as  a 

*  woman  in  my  circumdances  could 
'  be.  I  was,  indeed,  but  too  well  fa- 
'  lisfied  with  my  condition  ;  I  wanted 

*  fjr  nothing  that  I  defired,  and   had 

*  more  than    I  could  have  expe6led  of 

*  the   company   of  the  man   I    prized 

*  above  the  v.-orld.     But,  alas!    thefe 

*  golden  clavs  were  of  a  fliort  continu- 
'  ance  ;  too  ibon  I  found,  by  fad  expe- 
'  ricnce,  that  a  lover,  as  wf  11  as  a  liuf- 
'  band,  could  grow  cool  on  a  fure  pof- 

*  itu\on\  I  cannot,  however,  accufe 
'  him  of  beinc:  a  ni^^ard  to  me  in  his 
'  allowance  for  my  lupport :  but  lov- 
'  ing  him  to  that  excels  I  did,  it  was 
'  an  adequate  return  cf  love  which 
<  alone  could  make  me  truly  bleffed, 

'  Atlaft,  he  talked  of  going  to  Bath: 
'  I  teftified  an  extreme  defire  of  acr 
'  companyinghim;  but  he  endeavoured 

*  to   put   nie  oft"  by  pretences,   wiijch 

*  feemed  to  me  very  tnfiing,  till  I  in- 
'    fitting  upon  his  taking  me  with  him, 

*  he  plainly  told  me  that  I  mufi  net 
'  think  of  it;  .^'or  he  was  to  go  with 

*  perfons  by  whom  it  was  wholly  im- 

*  proper  I  fhould  be  feen.  I  wept;  but 
'  he  was   not  foftened   by  my  tears : 

*  only  laying  ten  guineas  on  the  table, 
'   bid  mc  car.fole  mvfelf  with  that  till 

*  his  leturn  5  and  then  took  his  leavs 

'  vyitli 
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*  witbllie  fame  crirelefs  air  as  he  could 
■•  have  done ot  the  moPi  flight  accjuaint- 

*  ance. 

'  Jutlge  liow  fevere  a  ftab  this  muft 

*  give  both  to  iTiy  love  and  pride!  I 
'  faw,  by  the  manner  of  his  rcfufiiig, 

*  that  tliere  was  fomethiDrr  more  at  the 
«  botta.li  than  he  made  fhew  of,  and 
^  refolvcdto  fathom  it,  whatever  flioiiUr 

*  be  the  event  :  accordingly,  as  he  left 

*  London  in  a  poft-chaife,  I  followed 
'  liim  the  next  morning  in  the  Ibge- 

*  coach.' 

Here  the  refIs(5lion  on  thoie  wild 
lengths  to  which  the  f  jily  of  her  paiTion 
fead  ti-anfportedber,  made  her  again  un- 
able to  proceed  ;  r.ndthe  company  were 
obliged  to  give  a  truce  to  their  curiofily 
till  five  recovered  herfelf  enough  to  go 
«>n"V;s{h.her  narrative,  in  the  manner 
v/hich  will  be  feen  in  ihc  fucceeding 
Chaptsr, 


C  K  A  P.      XXVL 

tVlXT.  GRATIFY  THE   READER'S  IM- 
PATIENCE   WITH    THE    C-OiN'CLU- 

SION  OF  MRS.  M 'S  HISTORY  ; 

AND  ALSO  WITH  WHAT  EFFECTS 
THE  RECITAL  OF  \T  PRODUCED 
INT  THE  MIND5  OF  THOSE  WHO 
HEARD  IT. 


THE  unfortnnale  Mrs.  M — — 
having  dried  up  her  tears,  and 
made  the  heft  apology  flie  could  to  the 
Sadies  for  this  interruption,  refumed  hei' 
clifcourfe  in  thefe  words. 

*  I  took  up  my  lodgings,  en  my  ar- 

*  rival  here,'  faid  flie,  'at  the  inn  where 

*  I  alighted,  and  fent  iininediately  in 

*  fearch  of  Celandine:  he  camethe  ne.Kt 

*  day;  but  bis  looks,  before  he  fpoke, 

*  ma<ie  me  know  how  little  he  was 

*  pleaft:d  with  fe-eing  me.  "I  thought, 
««  Madam,"  faid  he,  "  I  f:-.id  enough 
*'  to  prevent  you  from  coming  hither  j 
**  and  sm  furprized  you  ftiouid  a£l  in 
**  a  manae;-  ii)  contrary  to  my  incHna- 
«  tion!" 

'  I  told  him  that  I  found  it  impoffi- 

*  b!e  to  live  fo  long  a  time  without  him, 
'  and  a  great  deal  of  fuch  fond  idle 

ftuff;  which  he  as  little  regarded  a-s, 
indeed,  it  dcferved  :  he  infiuedon  my 
return  to  London  the  next  morning; 
which,  after  fome  tears,  I  at  lad  pro- 
aiiir;d  L3  do,  on  conditixin  thai  hs 


*  would  dine  v.j:!;  me  that  day.  Ttwi* 
'  with  fome  diri;c'.Uiy  I  prevailed  upon 
'  him  to  give  m.s  his  company,  even  for 
'  the  few   l.ours   I   rtquelted  it :    nor 

would  i  iiave  taken  fo  much  pains  to 
obtain  fofm;ii!  a  favour,  if  I  had  not 
flattered  myfelf  with  beijng  able  to 
win  him  yet  farther  to  my  purpofe. 

*  But  my  hopes  deceived  me  :  in  vain 
'  I  tried  all  the  arts  that  love  infpiied 
'  me  with  ;  he  was  infiexible  to  all  my 
'  Cfitreaties,  unmoved  by  my  endear- 
'  ments,  and  treated  all  I  faid  to  him 

*  en  the  fcore  of  my  flaying  here  with 

*  fo  much  contempt,  that  the  pride  and 

*  fpirit,  which  my  paiTion  for  him  had 
'  but  too  much  quelled,  began  to  roufe 
'  themfe.H'es  in  me.  I  told  him  that  he 
'  had  no  right  to  prefcribe  the  place  of 

*  my  refiuence  j  that  Bath  was  equally 
'  as  free  for  me  as  for  himfelf ;  and 
'  that  I  would  not  leave  it.  On  this  he 

*  darted  up  ;  and,  with  a  countenance 

*  full  of  fpite — "  It  is  very  well  i"  faid 

*  he  J  "  you  then  may  itay:  but,  I 
•"  fancy,  you  will  find  it  extremely 
"  difficult  to  fupport  yourfelf  either 
"  here,  or  any  where  elie,  without  my 
*'  afTiftance;  which,  you  may  be  af- 
"  fured,  Iftiall  never  afford  to  one  who 
"  afls  in  oppofition  to  my  will." 

'  The  confideration  of  my  wretched 
circumftances  made  me  tremble  at  this 
menace,  and  again  reduced  me  xo 
Aibmilfion  :  I  implored  his  pardon 
for  the  raflinefs  of  my  pafiion,  and 
promifed  1  would  hereafter  do  every 
thing  as  he  would  have  me.  This  pa- 
cified him  ;  and,  fating  down  again— 
I  would  have  you,"  laid  he,  "  be- 
"  have  like  a  reafonable  woman,  and 
"  one  who  knows  the  world :  our 
"  amour  has  been  of  a  long  continu- 
"  ance  ;  and  you  cannot  expeft  a  man 
"  like  me  fhould  aKvavs  confine  him- 
*'  felf  to  one  objetEl.  To  deal  fincerely 
"  with  you,  I  am  here  on  the  invita- 
"  tion  oi  a  vi'oman  of  condition,  whom 
"  I  have  the  good  fortune  to  be  well 
"  with  :  if  you  offer  to  interfere  with 
"  my  pleafures,  I  have  done  with  ycu 
"  for  ever;  therefore  it  depends  en- 
"  tiiely  on  yourfelf  to  keep  me  your 
**  fiierid  or  not." 

•  It  is  amazing,  even  to  myfelf,  to 

*  think  how  I  had  the  power  to  conceal 

*  the  agonies  which  rent  my  heart  at 

*  this  impudent  declaration  :  yet  it  is 
«  certain  liiat  I  did  fo  5  I  avowed  to  do 

«  eveiv 
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tvery  thing  he  required  of  me,  and 
to  regulate  my  condnfV,  hencefor- 
ward, fo  as  never  to  offend  him.  He 
feemed  pleafed  with  my  aflurancej 
put  five  guineas  into  my  hand  to  de- 
fray the  unnecefTary  expences,  as  he 
called  it,  of  my  coming  hither ;  gave 
me  a  kifs,  wi(l»ed  me  a  good  journey; 
and  then  left  me  to  indulge  the  tran- 
fports  of  a  rage  the  more  violent  for 
having  been  fuppreffed. 
'  I  did  not,  however,  wafte  much 
time  in  giving  way  to  emotions  which 
would  neither  avail  my  love  or  my 
revenge.  To  think  of  doing  what  I 
had  promifed  to  him  was  far  from 
mcj  I  refolved  to  fee  the  fac^  that 
had  fupplanted  me  in  his  aiTe6tions  : 
how  afterwards  I  would  behave  I  did 
not  then  confider.  This  was  the 
firft  gieat  point  on  which  my  foul 
was  fixed  ;  and,  to  accompli fti  it,  I 
went  that  evening  and  hired  a  lodg- 
ing in  the  moft  private  part  of  the 
town.  The  people  of  thehoufe,  on  my 
fignifying  to  them  that  I  wanted  an 
adroit  boy,  or  young  fellow,  to  run 
on  errands,  and  wait  on  me,  while  I 
ftaid  at  Bath,  were  fo  kind  to  help  me 
to  one  exaiStly  fit  for  my  purpofe  :  he 
had  been  v/aiterat  a  coffee-houfe  laft 
feafon  when  Celandine  was  here,  and 
he  knew  him  perfcftiy  well. 
'  The  chief  bufiuefs  I  employed  him 
in  was  to  Hand  fentry  near  the  houfe 
where  Celandine  lodged,  to  watch  him 
wherever  he  went ;  to  find  out  the 
names  and  characters  of  the  perfons 
he  vifited  j  and  to  bring  me  an  exaft 
account.  By  the  diligence  of  this 
emiffary  I  difcovered  that  he  vifited 
here  every  day;  that  he  conftantiy 
attended  three  ladies  from  hence  to  the 
walks,  the  long-room,  the  play,  and 
all  publick  places  ;  that  one  of  thefe 
ladies  he  feemed  moft  particularly 
attached  to  ;  and  that  fhe  was  called 
Lady  Speck.' 

Mr.  Lovegrove  turned  his  eyes  on 
Lady  Speck,  at  thefe  words,  with  fome 
ftirprize  :  flie  was  in  a  good  deal  uf 
confufion,  and  cried  out — '   Your  fpy 

*  was  miftaken   in   his  intelligence  in 

*  this  point  :  his  attachment  was  equal 

*  to  us  all  ;  and,  I  dare  fay,  was  equally 

*  regarded.' 

*  Pardon  me.  Madam,'  refumed  the 
unfortitnate  hiftorian  ;  '  I  knew  not 
'  th.n;  nor  am  yet  certain,  to  which  of 
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you  the  nameof  Lady  Speckbelongs. 
You  will  not  wonder  that,  in  thofe 
momentsof  my  jealous  nge,  I  vvi(hed 
deftruiSion  on  the  charms  t'lat  had 
undone  me  -.  but  this  unlucky  day, 
above  all,  I  was  leaft  able  to  com- 
mand my  pafiion  ;  the  boy  brought 
word  that  he  had  feen  Celandine  in 
the  walks  with  two  of  you,  whom 
prefently  he  quitted,  and  hurried  to 
this  houfe  ;  on  which  I  concluded  the 
third  lady,  who  ftaid  at  home,  and  to 
whom  he  was  in  fo  much  hafte  to  re- 
tire, was  the  peifon  whom  I  fliould 
henceforth  look  on  as  my  rival  ;  and 
at  that  inftant,  fired  with  emotions  to' 
which  reafon  can  fet  no  bounds,  I 
muffled  myfelf  up  as  you  fee,  and  raa 
through  the  ftreets  like  one  broke 
loofc  from  Bedlam.  On  my  coming 
here  I  found  the  door  open  j  a  fcr- 
vant-maid  was  doing  fomething  ia 
the  hall ;  and,  on  my  enquiring  for 
Celandine,  fhe  told  me  he  had  come  ia 
a  little  before,  and,  ftie  believed,  was 
then  in  the  arbour  at  the  lower- end 
of  the  garden  5  for  fhe  had  feen  him 
pafs  that  wav.  I  flew  direclly  to  the 
place  (lie  mentioned  ;  but  tlie  fury  I 
was  in  had  fo  blinded  me,  that  I  did 
not  readily  perceive  the  entrance.  I 
heard  the  voice  of  my  perfidious  lover, 
and  thruft  my  head  through  the  lat- 
tice; and  my  whole  body  had  cer- 
tainly broke  through  that  (lender  par- 
tition, if  tiiofe  v/ho  occafioned  my 
defpair  had  not  that  moment  ruflud 
out  of  the  place.  At  this  fight  dif- 
tra6lion  took  pofTeiTion  of  my  brain; 
all  hell,  and  it's  worft  furies,  were  ia 
my  heart ;  I  drew  nsy  penknife,  re- 
folved to  ftieath  it  in  the  villain's 
breaft. — But  I  know  not  how  it  was,' 
continued  flie,  addrefling  herfelf  to 
Jenny,  '  you.  Madam,  wereneareit  to 
'  me;  and  the  blow  I  meant  for  him, 
'  in  my  miftaken  rage  was  aimed  at 
*■  you  :  what  followed  I  am  wholly 
'  ignorant   of;    for   my   difappointetl 

•  rage  recoiling  upon  myfelf,  together 
'  witli  the  rude  blow  the  villain  give 
'  me  in  wrefting  the  penknife  from  uiy 
'  hand,  ftopped  all  the  fprings  of  life;, 
'   till  your  charitable  endeavours  p\it 

*  them  again  in  motion,  and  cnlled  m.e 
'  back  to  fenfe,  to  (hame,  to  mifery, 
'  and  the  racks  of  thought.' 

Thus  did  Mrs.  M^- — concludeher 

te  iious  narrative,  but  did  not  give  over 

K  Ipeakin^ 
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fpeakinglill  fiieafrefh  entreated  paix'on 
of  the  company  for  the  difturbance  (he 
had  occanontd  in  the  family,  and  of 
Jenny  in  particular,  who  had  fuffered 
jnoft  through  the  extravagance  (lie  had 
been  guilty  of;  to  which  that  young  la- 
dy, with  a  great  deal  of  fweetnefs, 
though  not  without  fome  blaflies  at  the 
remembrance  of  Celandine's  behaviour, 
replied   in  thefe  terms:   '  I  can  eafily 

*  forgive  the  fright  you  put  me  into,' 
faid  flie,  '  as  I  knew  not  but  it  was 

*  your  feafonable   interruption  which 

*  chiefly  prcferved   me  from  a  worfe 

*  mifchief  than  that  which  I  was  threat- 

*  ened  with  by  your  miftaken  jealoufy.' 
•  I  did  not  know,  my  dear,'    faid 

Mifs  Wingman  with  a  gr.y  air,  *  that 

*  the  inclinations  of  "Celandine  were  de- 

*  voted  to  ycu ;  or  that  he  left  vis  fo 

*  abruptly  in  the  walks  on  purpofe  to 

*  have  the  pleafure  of  entertaining  you 

*  alone.'  Jenny  was  about  to  make 
fome  anfwer,  but  was  prevented  by  Mr. 
Lovegrove,  who  hsftily  taking  up  the 
•word,  cried  out — '  It  is  difficult,  Ma- 

*  dam,  to  know  the  real  inclinations  cf 

*  a  man  fuch  as  Celandine;  for  I  take 

*  him  to  be  one  cf  thofe  fo  elegantly 

*  defcribed  by  Mr.  Rowe  in  his  play 

*  called  the  Fair  Penitent — 

*'  A  fingingjd^ncingjWorthlefs  tribe  they  are, 
"  Who  calk  or'  beauties  that  they  never  faw, 
*'  And  feoaft  of  favours  thac  tLev  ne'er  en- 
"  joy'd." 

In  repeating  thefe  lines,  he  fixed  his 
eyes  on  Lady  Speck,  who  Teeming  more 
than  ordinarily  per.five,  and  making  no 
anfv/er,  he  went  on  :  'The  poet,'  re- 
fumed  he,  '  throughout  that  whole  per- 

*  fcrmance,  fiiews  himfeU  vtry  much 

*  a  friend  to  the  ladies,  efpecialiy  when 

*  hs  gives  them  this  advice  : 


"  Were  you,  ye  fan",  but  cautVoas  whom  you 

"  truft, 
"  Would  you  but  tlii.ik  how  feldom  fools 

♦*  arejuft, 
'»  So  many  of  your  fex  would  not,  in  vain, 
'*  Of  faichleli  men,  and  broken  vows,  com- 

••  plain. 
**  Of  r.11  the  various  wretches  love  has  made, 
•♦  Howfsw  have  been  by  men  cf  fcnfs  betray 'd  ! 
*'  Convinc'd   by  rea(bn,  they  your  power 

"  confefs, 
"  Pleas'd  to  be  happy  as 

«  blefs; 
*'  And,confcious  of  your  worth,  can  never 

K  love  you  lefst  " 


they  your  power  "\ 
you're  pL'as'J  to    I 


Here  enfued  a  filence,  which  perhapJ 
had  continued  yet  longer,  if  it  had  not 
been  broke  by  Mifs  Wingman,  that 
young  lady  having  her  thoughts  more 
at  liberty  than  any  of  the  company,  and 
who  indeed  loved  talking  fo  vi'ell,  that  it 
was  a  pain  to  her  to  forbear  it  for  aeon - 
fiJerable  time.  Turning  towards  Mrs. 
M— — , « I  am  furprized,  Madam,'  faid 
flie,  '  that  your  unfaithful  lover,  having-. 

*  the  confidence  to  avow  his  guilt,  by- 
telling  you  that  he  came  down  to  Bath 
on  the  invitation  of  a  woman  of  fa- 
fliion,  you  had  not  thecuriofity  to  a(k 
him  the  name  and  quality  of  the  per- 
fon  for  whofe  fake  you  were  undone; 
fince  hs  hsd  fo  little  difcretion  as  to 
let  you  into  ore  part  of  tlie  fecret,  he 
would  certainly  have  made  you  ac- 
quainted with  the  whole,  if  you  had 
defiped  it.' 

'  It  muli  he  confeffed,'  rejoined  Jen- 
ny, *  that  fuch  an  enquiry  would  have 
been  highly  natural  in  Mrs.  M— —  ; 
and,  if  anfwered  to  her  fatisfaflion, 
might  have  faveu  her  the  trouble  of 
employing  an  emifiary  to  watch  the 
motions  of  Celandine  :  but,  for  my 
part,  r  have  little  caufe  to  wift  it  had 
been  fo;  fince  it  was  to  her  miitakea 
jealoi?fy  I  was  iiTdehtcd  for  the  fea- 
fonable relief  I  received  from  the  in- 
foknt  impertinences  of  that  vain  and 
unworthy  coxcomb.' 
*  It  is  alio  poflible,  Madam,'  cried 
Mr.  Lovegrove,  in  an  extraordinary 
emotion,  *  fuch  an  eclairciffcment  might 
'  have  been  attended  with  worfe  canfe- 
'  quences  than  ycu  think  on.  Who 
'  con  tell,  added  he,  with  (l;ii  more  ve- 
henlence,  *  but  that  hemight  havemen- 

*  tioned  the  name  of  fome  lady  who 
'  wants  rot  an  admirer  z-ealous  eno::gh 

*  to  have  vindicated  her  reputation  at 
'  the  expence  of  his  own  life,  or  that 
'  cf  the  traducer?' 

'  I  know  not,'  replied  Mrs.  M , 

fighing,  *  what  conitquenccs  may  have 
'   been  prevented,  or  v.-har  might  have 

*  cnfoed,  by  the  difcovery  of  my  rival: 
but  this  I  am  certain  of,  that  1  was  I'o 
(hocked  at  his  ingratiiu(ie,  (b  alionith- 
ed  at  his  aiTurance,  and  fo  teri'ified- 
with  his  menaces,  that  I  had  neither 
prefence  of  mind  nor  courage  to  put- 
the  quelHoii  to  him.' 

La'iy  Speck,  who  liad  not  fpoke  or© 
fyllable  for  a  coniuierable  time,  now  af- 
fctled  a  prodigious  gaitie  de  cceurs. 
'  The  demand  you  mean,'  faid  ihe,  *  I 

*  believe-. 
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helieve  would  have  been  to  very  !itt]e 
purpofe;  I  dare  anfwer  Celandine 
would  have  been  ftrangely  purzied  to 
have  inforT.ed  you  in  any  particulars 
of  the  fond  lady  for  whJi'e  fake  he 
came  to  Bath:  men  of  his  romnntick. 
difpofitionworfhi  pi  mages  of  their  own 
formation,  boaft  of  vifionary  favours, 
and  take  as  much  pleafure  in  the  ftia- 

*  dow  as  others  do  in  the  fubftar.ce/ 

*  True,  Madam,'  cried  Mr.  Love- 
grove,  gravely ;  '  but  if  they  fhould 
<  happen  to  alTign  real  names  to  their 
■<  ideal  miftrefles,  what  but  the  blood  of 
«  fuch  a  villain  could  atone  for  his  pre- 

*  fumption?'  No  reply  was  made   to 
■this;  andMrs.M ,thinking  itwould 

beft  become  her  to  take  leave  of  the  com- 
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pany,  which  fhe  did  in  the  moft  refpeft- 
fiil  manner,  every  body  affured  lier  they 
pitied  her  misfortunes,  and  that  they 
fincerely  wifhed  fomething  might  hap- 
pen to  extricate  her  from  the  labyrinth 
in  which  (he  was  at  prefent  involved. 

After  (he  was  gone,  there  fpon  re- 
mained none  but  Mifs  Wingman  and 
Jenny  to  maintain  a  coi^.verfation.  Mr. 
Loveo^rove,  a  good  deal  difconcerted  at 
fome  paffages  he  had  heard  related  by 
jyTj-s.  M— — ,  pretending bufinefs  call- 
ed him,  went  away;  and  Lady  Speck, 
who  v.-as  extremely  out  of  humour,  and 
had  been  at  fome  pains  to  conceal  it, 
took  this  opportunity  of  retiring  to  her 
clofet,  in  order  to  compofethe  troubles 
of  her  mind. 
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VOLUME    THE     SECOND. 


CHAP.    I. 

DISCOVERS  SOMETHING  WHICH 
MAY  SERVE  TO  PROVE  THAT, 
THOUOH  LOVE  IS  THE  ORIGINAL 
SOURCE  FROM  WHICH  JEALOUSY 
JS  DERIVED,  YET  THE  LATTER 
OF  THESE  PASSIONS  IS  THE  MOST 
DIFFICULT  OF  THE  TWO  TO  BE 
CONCEALED.ANDALSOLESSUN- 
DER  THE  GOVERNMENT  OF  REA- 
SON. 

y^^^^rfes  HERE  are  Co  many  fe- 
,*t  3*  cret  windings,  fuch  ob- 

3*  T  <^  fcure  recelTes,  in  the  hu- 
jC  \  man  mind,  that  it  is  very 

\^'^Siy'  difficultv  if  not  wholly 
ir/ipoffible,  for  fpeculation 
to  arrive  at  the  real  fpringor  firft  mover 
of  any  aflion  whatibever.  How,  in- 
deed, fhould  it  be  otherwife,  as  the  mod 
virtuous  and  the  nioft  vicious  propen- 
fities  of  nature  are  frequently,  in  a 
more  or  lefs  degree,  lodged  and  blended 
together  in  the  fame  compofition,  and 
both  equally  under  the  influence  of  a 
thoufand  different  palTions,  which  dif- 
guife  and  vary  the  face  of  their  opera- 
tions fo  as  not  to  be  diftinguifiied  even 
by  the  perfons  themfelves?  It  has  al- 
ready been  obfervcd,  that  tlieie  were 
fome  peculiarities  in  the  humour  and 
pon^uft  of  Lady  Speck,  which  (he  had 


policy  and  prudence  enough  to  conceal 
entirely  from  the  world;  and,  though 
not  the  moft  intimate  of  her  acquaint- 
tance,  not  even  her  filler,  could  ever 
penetrate  into  the  fecret  motives  ofher 
behaviour,  which,  toihem,  feemed  fre- 
quently pretty  ftrange,  it  is  fit  the  rea- 
der fhould  not  be  denied  the  fatisfac- 
tion,  at  leaft  as  far  as  the  above- men » 
tioned  promifes  will  admit.  As  her 
ladyfnip  had  found  very  little  hapBinefs 
in  marriage,  flie  had  been  too  much  re- 
joiced at  being  releafed  from  that  bond- 
age by  the  death  of  her  hufband  ever  to 
think  of  entering  into  the  fame  (}ate  a 
fecund  time  ;  but,  having  ohferved  that 
this  was  commonly  the  profefTion  of 
all  widows,  and  as  commonly  ridi- 
culed by  thofe  who  heard  it,  (lie.  forbore 
making  any  mention  of  her  refolution 
in  this  point. 

She  had  very  little  vpnity  in  her  com- 
pofition, but  loved  a  variety  of  com- 
pany :  flie  v^-as  pleafed  to  6nd  herfelf 
continually  furrounded  by  a  crowd  cf 
gentlemen;  but  h;*d  been  equally,  if 
not  more  fo,  if  they  had  vifited  her  on 
any  other  fcore  than  that  cf  courtfhip. 
She  behaved  to  each  of  them  fo  mucli 
alike,  that  jealoufy  was  a  thing  un- 
known among  thefe  rivals  ;  and,  as 
none  of  them  had  any  great  caufe  to 
hope,  fo  likewife  none  of  them  thought: 
he  had  caufe  to  defpair  of  being  one 
day  the  happy  111211 ;    and  her  youth, 

her 
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Iiei  beauty,  her  wit,  her  fortune,  made     erclfed  their  talents  in  fatirizing  that 
}>er  appear  too  valuable  a  prize  not  to     lacred  ceremony;   particuiuily  iliel'e^of 


Mr.  Drydcn— 

'  Marriage,  thou  cutfe  of  love,  and  fnare  of 

'  life  1 
^  Thatfirft  debased  a  mlftrcfs  to  a  wife! 

*  Love,  like  alcene,  acdiftance  ihould  appear^ 
'   But  marring;  views  the  grofi-daub'd  land- 

'  fcapc  near. 
'  Love's  naufeous  cure!  thou  cloy'ft  whom 
'  thou  (ho'jld'ft  plcafe; 

*  And,  when  that's  cured,  then  thou  srt  the 
*  difeafcl 

*  When  hearts  are  loofe,  thy  cham  our  bodies 
'  ties ; 

*  Lovecouples  friei»ds,but  marriage  enemies  !* 

But  his  behaviour  on  tiiis  fcore  gave 
her  not  the  leaft  dilgult  towards  him  : 
flie  v.as  herfelf  an  enemy  to  marriage; 
and  befides,  his  eftate,  though  large, 
was  not  an  equivalent  for  that  fhe  was 
in  poffeflion  of  j  nor  was  any  part  of 
his  chara^er  fuch  as  flie  thought  be- 
coming a  man  virhom  (he  would  make  a 
hufband  of.  She,  neverthelefs,  lored 
—  •■•"- him,  nor  took  any  pains  to  repel  the 

indebted  for  the  impreffion  he  had  made      kindnefs  which  every  day  grew  ftrongcr 

^n  her,  is  uncertain  j  but  nothing  can      for  him  in  her  heart :  (he  was  amufed 

be  more  true  ilian  that,   at  firll  fight,      with  his  converfiuicn,   delighted  with 

iTie  felt  for  him  whatihe  had  never  done      his  addrefks,  looked  onJ.im  as  a  pretty 

for  any  man  aftet  whole  years  of  afu-     play-thing,    charming  toy!    which   it 

duity. 

It  is  alfo  altogether  as  impofTible  to 

<letermine  if  it  was  by  any  kind  looks 

tie  perceived  in  her  towards  him,  or  by 

t!is  s:r^nt  confidence  he  had  in  his  own 

iiierue,  that  he  was  emboldened  to  de- 
clare himCelf  her  lover;  it  was,  hcw- 

«ver,  either  to  tbe  one  or  to  the  other 

that  (lie  owed  the  triumph  of  this  new 

corcueif ;    snd  he  had  not   made  her 

irianv  vifits  before  (fie  was  confirmed  in 

it  by  the  riioll  violent  protellations  that 

4on2«e  could  utter.     It   feemed,  not- 

vvithftanding,  extremely  Grange  to  her, 

,that,  a.midit  all  the  teflimonies  been 


jperfevere  in  the  purfuit  of 

Thus  eafy,  thus  happy  in  herfelf,  and 
<lelightful  to  all  that  law  her,  did  (lie 
Jive,  and  reign  the  gerveral  toafl  and  ad. 
miration  of  the  town  ;  when  Celandine 
ariived  from  his  travels,  full  fraught 
■with  all   thofe  fuperficial  accomplifh- 
ments  fo  enchanting  to  the  unthinking 
l^art  of  the  fair-fcxT  What  attrafts  the 
eye  is  too  apt  to  have  an  influence  over 
Ihe  Iveart:    his  agi-ecable  ptrfon,    his 
gaudy  equipage,  and  the  (liew  he  made, 
■dazzled  'the  (enfes  of  even  tho!'e  who 
moft  affcfted  to  be  thought  wits;  he 
was  the  theme  of  every  tea  table,  ar.d 
the  diief  objcft  for  whom  the  arts  of 
the  toilette  were  employed.  Lady  Speck 
had  heard  much  of  hiii>  before  (he  faw 
him  ;  but  he  was  focn  introduced  to  her 
acquaintance  by  a  lady  who  frequenily 
vifned  her,  and  had  always  fpoke  won- 
tlcrs  in  his  praile.  Whether  it  wer€  that 
I'he  was  prepolTefTed  with  the  good  opi- 
nion (lie  found  others  had  of  him,  or 
whether  it  was  to  himfelf  alone  he  was 


would  be  doing  too  great  a  violence  to 
her  humour  to  throw  aw3y. 

All  this  will,  doubtlefs,  give  the 
reader  no  very  f.ivourable  idea  of  her 
virtue ;  but  we  will  fuppole  it  was  only 
a  Platonick  liking  (he  had  for  him: 
how  far,  indeed,  the  dangerous  liberties 
(he  allov;ed  herfelf  to  take  with  him 
might  have  carried  her,  if  they  had  been 
continued  much  longer,  no  one  can  pre- 
tend to  fay.  She  was  not,  however,  io 
much  loft  in  the  tender  folly  fli?  in- 
dulged, as  rot  to  be  perfeflly  fenfible 
that  the  manner  in  which  (he  converled 

^_,, „ ,.,  _  with  Celandine  could  not,  if  known  to 

ileavourtd  to  give  her  of  his  love,  he  the  world,  but  occafion  a  great  deal  of 
never  once  mentioned  marriage;  but,  difcourfe,  little  to  the  advantage  of  her 
on  the  contrary,  would  frequently,  in  reputation;  and  that  it  behoved  her, 
her  preler.ce,  ridicule  the  inftitution  ;  above  all  things,  to  keep  this  fecret  of 
i"ay  it  was  a  clog  upon  inclinations,  and  her  foul  from  taking  air:  to  do  this, 
only  (itto  link  two  people  togetherwho  (lie  put  in  pratJtice  all  the  arts  that  a 
had  no  notion  of  the  true  joys  of  love,  juft  fear  of  cenfuie  could  infpire  her 
or  of  living  politely  in  the  world.  He  with.  When  Celandine  was  prefentwith 
often  had  the  impudence  even  to  repeat  other  company,  (he  affe6\ed  to  railly 
to  her,  in  juii:ificat*ion  of  his  prophanc  and  turn  into  bagatelle  every  thing  he 
pcfition,  all  the  lines  he  could  remem-  faid  or  did;  and,  when  he  was  ablient, 
ber  ffoui  any  of  the  poets  who  had  ex-     to  ridicule  thofe  vanitiss  and  fopperies 

vs'hisli 
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^\\)ch  (he  had  nnderftandir.g  enough  to 
fee  in  him,  though  not,  in  reality,  to 
condemn  him  for.  She  not  only  treated 
tjiofe  ijentkmen  who  Viefore  made  their 
addreiiVs  to  htr  with  a  greater  (he-.v 
«f  favour  than  fi»e  hsd  beenacculVomed 
to  do,  but  alfo  encouraged  every  ric-.v 
offer  of  ihat  kind  that  was  preCenteJi  to 
her:  and  this  conduft  proved  fo  effec- 
tual for  the  purpole  ihe  intended  it,  that 
no  one  perlbn  fiifpef^t-d  Celandine  was 
amonor  the  number  of  her  lovers,  mi;ch 
Icfs  that  he  was  the  darling  favourite  of 
her  bofom. 

Being  in  this  fituation,  it  is  eafy  to 
conceive  what  racks  of  mind  (he  ir.-.i't 
fuftain  an  the  account  that  had  been 

iuft  given  by  Mrs.  M :   to  be  told 

that  Celandine  had  an  amour,  and  to 
hear  it  averred  by  the  very  woman  vx'iio 
had  been  her  rival,  was  a  mere  trifle  in 
compjrilon  wiih  what  followed.  Tiiat 
he  was  found   in  the  cioie  arbour  with 


Lady  Speck  now  bated  her  fair  frien(§ 
more  than  ever  (he  had  loved  her :  bet 
beauty,  her '.vit,  all  thofe  accotr.phfh- 
menis  wi.ich  had  excited  her  cfleem^ 
r.-ndered  her  now  the  objeft  oF  her 
aveiilon.  She  was  almciir  tempted  t» 
wifh  Mrs.  M— —  had  perpetrated  her 
oiHrageous  defign,  if  not  t  >  the  deftruc- 
tion  of  her  life,  yet  to  the  defacing  of 
thoi'e  charms  which  had  trium-.-jhed  ovep 
her  in  the  heart  of  Celaadine  j.  and  wa» 
little  lefs  angry  with  him  for  havino- 
prevenred  the  fatal  blow  aimed  againit 
her  rivil,  than  (he  vvas  for  his  falihood 
to  herfeif. 

OF  all  the  various-  agi>^ations  that  hv 
turns  convulfe  and  rtnd  the  humar* 
heyrt,  tiiere  are  none  which  inftigate  tcp 
more  pernicious  purnofes,  or  bnn'^  or., 
if  continued,  more  difaltrous  coofe- 
quences^  but  the  flame,  however  vio- 
lent it  may  flafli  for  the  prefent-,  can 
have  no  loiig  e:iiitcnce   in  a  riind  no£ 


Jenny  was  the  thing  that  (tung  her  to  v.?hoiIy  diveiled  of  all  good-rraiure  px,d' 
the  auick,  when  (he  remembered  that  generofity:  cooler  and  more  reafonable 
Celandine  had  met  herfeif  and  filter  in  lentiments,  on  a  little  refiefjioti,  l'oo>t 
the  walks  ;  and  how,  inftead  of  i'quire-  abated  the  force  ofihofe  turbulent  e.Tio- 
jvig  them,  as  ui'ual,  he  had  only  made  a  tior.s  which  had  taken  pofi'eSorr  of  this 
fli'^ht  compliment,  and  abruptly  if  ft  l.;dy"s  bofom,  but  as  yet  were  not  pow- 
tJ.iem  ;  and  that,  as  Jenny  had  excuffd  erful  enough  to  fupprtlslhem  entirely: 
In-rfelf  from  going  out  on  account  of  what  effefls  foil  jwed,  ektiier  of  the  one- 
feme  letters  ftie  faid  (lie  iiad  to  vi^rite,  it  or  the  oilier,  will  hereafter  a;^pe3r  j  but 
appeared  plainly  to  her  that  he  went  the  confJsc^  vvas  for  foiuc  time  inter- 
rot  from  the  walks  but  with  a  defign  rupted  by  ll.me  compiny  coming  in^ 
of  (y  ling  to  Jenny  ;  that  five  (laid  n&t  at  whom  Lady  Speck  was  o'.j'ised  to  s;o- 
hx)me  but  in  expectation  of  his  coming,  down  to  receive,  as  tliev  were  more  b-g 
r.r.d  the   appointment   was  previouily  guelts  than  her  (ilier's,  and  altogetbtr 


(trangers  to  Jenny. 


CHAP. 


IL 


agreed  upon  between  them. 

Moil  women  have  naturally  fo  good 
an  opinion  of  themfelves  as  not  to  be- 
lieve eafjlv  that  the  man  who  his  once 
loved  them  cm  transfer  his  afFeflions 
to  another,  without  fome  very  extraor- 
dinary ar'.s  put  in  pra£lice  for  thit  pi;r- 
pofe  by  the  new  ohie£l.  Lady  Speck 
thought  herfclf  as  handfoms  as  Jenny; 
ar.d  therefore  concluded,  that  t!;e  amo- 
rous ntcunation  v^hich  Celandine  had 
&i!  at  once  te'iined  for  that  young  hly 
eould  be  owing  to  nothing  but  fome 
advjnces  made  to  ivim  on  her  pnrt. 

H  ivv  unjuiif  and  how  cruel  a  pifFion  tert:<in,  wiili  htr  '.sfual  palitene£s,  the 
rs  that  of  jealoufy  !  It  deftrcys  all  v^z  perfons  who  came  to  viht  her)  bt>t,  in 
nobler  principles  of  the  (bu!  ;  it  erafes.  fpite  of  all  her  endetvours  to  appeal- 
tlience  ail  the  ideas  f>f  virtue,  religion,^  entirely  ealy,  (heccui-i  not  keep  heri'clf 
and  moraiity;  it  makes  tvs  not  only;  fron^  dartiug  fuch  iii-natored  glances^ 
condemn  x.he  inn- cent,  ar.d  acquit  the  on  .Jenny,  whenever  (he  lookedtowsrds^^ 
guil'v,  but  alio  infpires  us  wiih.  the  her,  as  moll  linve  been  taken  notice  of 
aiQll  lavage  anditihuman  fcntiaisn;s-,.  •    by  thas  young  lady,  it  (h«  had  Qot  been 

too 


CO'rrATNS  A  FARTHER  CONPrRM.5— 
T 10  N  0  F  T  H  E  POSITION  ADVANC- 
ED IN'  THE  PRECEDING  CHAPTER, 
AND  ALSO  SOME  OTHER  PARTl- 
CI7LAR.S  EXCITING  THE  Ct;XIO^ 
SITY   OF  TUii   REAJJER.. 

LADY  Speck  aiF.im?d  a  co'.inte- 
nance  as  (erene  as  pofiible,  to  en- 
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tocMTiiicli  engroned  by  her  own  thoughts 
to  be  capable  of  penetrating  into  thole 
of  another. 

The  company  fiayed  fo  late,  that  the 
inftant  they  were  gone,  the  ladies  retir- 
ed to  theii  rclpeftive  chambers.  Jenny, 
who  had  her  mind  no  lefs  employed  than 
Lady  Speck,  with  llie  adventures  of  the 
«Iay,  was  equally  pleafed  to  be  alone, 
and  indulge  meditation  on   what  had 

paffed.     The  hiftory  of  Mrs.  M 

liad  dwelt  very  much  upon  her  mind  j 
but  what  made  the  moft  deep  impreffion, 
was  that  part  of  it  wherein  flie  related 
the  firft  motive  which  occafioned  her 
iall  at  once  from  happinefs  and  from 
virtue,  and  conl'equently  drew  on  her 
all  thole  dreadful  misfortunes  with 
which  at  prefent  flie  was  encompafied. 
I  believe  the  reader  will  eafily  re- 
member, as  the  thing  is  of  a  pretty  par- 
ticular nature,  how  that  unhappy  wo- 
man, in  order  to  revive  thofe  ardours  of 
affection  in  her  hufband  which  flie  ima- 
gined were  beginning  to  decay,  had  re- 
courfe  to  the  dangerous  ftratagem  of 
giving  him  a  rival  j  and  alfo  how  by 
coquetting  with  Celandine,  and  treating 
him  withafliew  of  liking,  the  counter- 
feited flame  kindled  by  degrees  into  a 
real  one,  and  ended  at  length  in  her  ut- 
ter ruin  and  conlufion. 

The  notions  Jenny  had  of  honour 
and  generofity  were  too  refined  and  de- 
licate not  to  make  her  look  with  the 
titmoft  contempt  on  all  kinds  of  aiti- 
fice,  on  what  pretences  loever  they  were 
put  in  praflice:    this  condufl  of  Mrs. 

M 's,  though,  confidering  what  en  - 

filed,  the  leaft  guilty  part  of  lier  cha- 
rafler,  feemed  to  her  lb  highly  crimi- 
nal, as  well  as  weak  and  mean,  that  (i\s 
could  not  help  thinking  it  worthy  of 
all  the  punilhment  it  met  with.  •  Haw 
'  is  it  pofiible,'  cried  flic  witliin  her-. 
felf,  '  that  a  woman  who  truly  loves 

*  virtue  can  be  capable  of  putting  un 

*  an  appearance  fo  much  the  reverie  of 

*  it?  Wliat!   if  at  that  time  flie  had  no 

*  integtion  of  gratifying  the  amorous 

*  inclinations  of  the  man  (he  fported 

*  with,  to  encourage  thern  in  )iim  was 

*  a  nrianifeft  violation,  not  only  of  mo- 

*  defty,  but  likewiie  of  religion,  ho- 
'  nour,  and  thofe  folemn  obligatiuns 
'  which  iVie  had  entered  into.  Befides,' 
continued  flie,  '  this  wretched  cieature 
'   (ijems   not   to  want  fenle   enough  to 

*  know  the  heinoufncfs  of  the  fault  flie 

*  was  guilty  of,  even  in  this  tirft  its^-  to 


'  perdition  ;  yet  flie  ran  boldly  into  it, 

*  and  abfolved  herlelf  on  account  of  the 
'   good  end  flie  propofedby  it,  to  regain 

*  the  afl^"e(5lions  of  her  hufliand.     On, 

*  how  ridiculous  was  fuch  an  attempt 
'  for  doing  fo  !  as  if  any  man  of  com- 
'  mon  reafon  would  love  his  wife  the 
'  better  for  fufpe(5\ing  ftie  was  about  to 

*  commit  the  worft  and  moft  fliameful 
'  a6lion  a  woman  can  be  guilty  of  !  I 
'  have  feen  fome  young  ladies,'  wenC 
flieftill  on,  '  that  have  made  u!'e  of  thefe 

*  little  tricks  to  infpire  jealoufy  in  their 

*  lovers;  either  to  make  trial  of  their 
'  conllancy,  or  fiiew  their  own  power 

*  by  giving  pain;  this  is  certainly  filly 

*  as  well  as  cruel ;  but  what  is  no  more 
'  than    vanity   and    folly  in  them,   is 

*  downright  wickednefs  in  a  married 

*  woman.' 

Thus  did  flie  pafs  fome  time  in  cen- 

Auingtheconduftof  Mrs.  M ;  but 

as  flie  was  of  that  happy  turn  of  mind  to 
convert  every  thing  which  flie  either  faw 
or  heard  of  to  her  own  advantage,  and 
to  make  frefli  improvements  in  herfelf 
by  the  mifoehaviour  of  others,  her  re- 
flefbions  carried  her  yet  farther,  and  re- 
membrance prefented  her  with  an  inci- 
dent which  happened  long  before  flie 
had  the  power  of  judging,  but  which 
file  had  heard  much  difcouirfe  of  in  her 
extreme  youth.     It  was  this. 

A  perlbn  of  great diftinff ion  happen- 
ed to  be  married  to  a  lady  very  young 
and  beautiful ;  flic  was  a  celebrated  wit 
without  being  wife,  and  had  the  moft 
romantick  turn  of  mind  ;  fancying  her- 
felf a  Statyra,  flie  expe<5led  her  hufliani 
fliould  approach  her  with  the  obfequi- 
oulhcfs  of  an  Orcondates  :  he  was  little 
verfed  in  hiftories  of  this  nature;  and 
though  he  loved  her  very  well,  treated 
her  as  a  mere  woman  :  the  epithets  of 
Angel  and  Goddels  were  ftrangers  to 
his  mouth;  and  thole  he  ufually  fainted 
her  with,  were  plain  'Madam,' or  'My 
'  Dear.'  This  dji'gufled  her  even  in 
tht  firftdays  ot  their  marriage;  flie  look- 
ed on  Inch  a  behaviour  as  an  indignity 
to  her  charms;  her  heart  reproached  the 
indelicacy  of  his  manners,  and  half  de- 
fpifed  him  for  his  want  of  tafte;  nor 
did  her  tongue reltrain  itftlf  from  tefti- 
fying  how  much  flie  was  diflaiisfied  at 
every  thing  he  faid  or  did. 

1  he  fafliion  in  which  he  found  him- 
feif  uled  by  her,  gave  him  fome  difquiet 
at  f.ift;  but  it  laltcd  not  long:   though 
u  muu  of  fenfe,  he  was  naturally  indo- 
lent 
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lexit  to  an  excefs  ;  he  loved  his  eafe  too 
well  to  part  with  it  on  any  confideration 
whatever;  he  never  thought  any  thing 
worth  attempting  the  purfuit  of  which 
was  likely  to  be  attended  with  difficul- 
ty; and  as  he  had  never  taken  the  pains 
to  examine  what  it  was  that  his  wife 
expefted  from  him,  fo  he  would  have 
been  equally  negligent  in  gratifying  her 
humour,  if  he  had  been  betteracquaint- 
ed  with  it. 

Their  way  of  living  together  grew 
everyday  ftiil  worfe  and  worfe:  as  her 
haughty  fuliennefs  encreafed,  his  care- 
lefsnefs  of  it  encreafed  in  proportion. 
All  the  love  they  once  had  for  each  other 
turned  into  a  mutual  indifference,  or 
rather  a  mutual  averfion:  Ihe  fought 
the  food  for  her  vanity  among  thofe  who 
were  of  a  difpofition  to  indulge  it;  and 
fhe  found  not  a  few  to  whom  the  glcry 
of  pieafing  a  lady  of  her  beauty,  birth , 
and  accomplifhmentSjdid  notfeem  well 
worth  all  the  flatteries  they  could  ad- 
drefs  her  with;  the  hulband,  in  the  mean 
lime,  made  hi-.nfelf  not  wretclied  on  ac- 
count of  the  gnljantries  (he  received, 
but  fled  for  confolation  to  the  arms  of  a 
tnoie  obliging  and  endearing  fair. 

They  continued  to  live  together,  how- 
ever, in  the  fame  houfe  ;  but  flept  not 
in  the  fame  bed,  nor  eat  at  the  fame  ta- 
ble, except  for  decency  fake  when  com- 
pany was  there,  before  whom  they  al- 
ways behaved  to  each  other  with  the 
greateft  good  manners  and  politenefs 
imaginabie.  But  this  was  a  conftraint 
which  neither  of  them  could  long  fup- 
port;  they  parted  by  confent;  after 
which  her  amours  became  the  general 
topick  of  converfation;  till,  fhunnedby 
all  her  kindred,  defpifed  by  her  ac- 
quaintance, and  flighted  by  thofe  for 
whofe  fake  flie  had  facrificed  her  repu- 
tation, flie  became  fenfible  of  her  fol- 
lies, and  foug'it  a  reconciliation  with 
her  hufband:  but  ail  her  endeavosrs  for 
thatpurpcfe  were  in  vain;  (he  hated  a 
place  where  (he  no  longer  had  eitlier 
friends  or  admireis,  and  went  a  volun- 
tary exile  into  foreign  parts,  where  grief 
and  remorfe  foon  put  an  end  to  her  life. 

This  incident  threw  Jenny  into  the 
mod  fericus  contemplations  on  thehu- 
manfvftem:  the  manvobfervations  (he 
had  made,  convinced  her  that  vanity 
was  in  a  more  or  lefs  degree  inherent  to 
the  whole  fpecies ;  and  that  men  as  n'cll 
as  women  were  not  exempt  from  it;  and 
immediately  rec&lleiTting  foms  pnlLges 


flie  had  feen  which  demonftrateJ  this 
truth—*  Good  God  r  cried  flie,  '  how 
'  cin  any  one  be  fo  fond  of  this  idol 

*  frame,  this  poor  machine,  liable  to  be 
'  withered  by  every  inclement  blaft  that 

*  ifTues  from  the  firmament '  Let  the 

*  proud  of  heart  read  Gulliver's  Voy- 

*  ages  to  the  Houhynims,  and  fome 
'  other  pieces  of  the  fame  excellent  au- 
'  thor,  and  they  will  fee  and  be  afham- 
'  ed  to  admire  a  body  which  requires 

*  fuch  means  to  be  fuftained.  No,' 
continued  (he,  '  it  is  the  mind  which 
'  ought  to  be  the  chief  object  of  our 
'  attention  ;    it  is  there  alone  we  are 

*  either  beautiful  or  deformed ;  and 
'  the  pains  we  take  to  ornament  and 
'  embellilh  that  nobler  part  of  us  will 

*  not  be  thrown  away.' 

She  was  fo  taken  up  with  thefe  phi- 
Icfophick  reflexions,  that  (he  v/ent  not 
to  bed  till  the  beams  of  Aurora  darting 
through  the  window-curtains,  remind- 
ed her  how  much  (he  had  loft:  of  the 
time  commonly  allotted  for  repofe.  It 
was  fomewhat  more  late  than  ordinary 
when  flie  rofe  the  next  morning:  on  her 
coming  down  (tairs,  (he  found  the  la- 
dies already  in  the  room  where  they  al- 
ways breakfafted ;  and  guefling.by  fome 
circumltances,  that  (he  had  made  them 
wait,  was  beginning  to  apologize  for  her 
tardinefs. 

'  Indeed,  my  dear,'  cried  Mifs  Wing- 
man,  interrupting  her,  '  we  were  afraid 

*  you  were  not  well,  and  were  juft  go- 
'  ing  to  fend  to  your  chamber :  but 

*  pray,'  continued  (he  very  gaily,  Met 

*  me  examine  your  countenance,  and 
'  fee  if  that  will  tell  me  whether  you 

*  are  quite  got  over  the  fright  that  ter- 
'  rible  woman  put  you  into  yeft^erday.' 

Jenny  was  about  to  make  feme  an- 
fwer;  but  Lady  Speck,  who  could  not 
forgive  her  for  the  pai  t  flie  bore  in  that 
adventure,  took  up  the  word  before  the 
other  had   time    to    open   her    mouth. 

*  The  fright  was  of  little  confequence,' 
faid  flie  with  an  air  which  had  fomething 
of  derilion  in  it,  '  as  (he  was  delivered 

*  from  the  danger  before  fhe  could  have 
'  any  appreh^nfionsof  it:  but  there  were 

*  other  particulars  that  happened  after- 
'  wards,  which  perhaps  were  of  a  yet 
'  more  difagreeable  nature,  and  might 
'  make  a  deeper  imprefTion.'  Thefe 
words,  and  the  tone  in  wh.ch  they  were 
fpoke,  gave  Jenoy  an  infinity  of  flir- 
prize;  but  without  paufing  to  form  any 
conjecture  on  the  matter—'  You  will 

L  '  patdoa 
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*  pardon  me.  Madam,'  cried  (he,  in- 
nocently, •  if  I  am  not  able  to  com- 

*  prebend  your  ladyfhip's  meaning.    I 

*  know  of  no  accicitnt  that  happened 

*  afterwards,  or,  indeed,  in  which  I 

*  had  the  leaft  concern.' 

'  How   weak,    is   it,'    replied   Lady 
Speck,  '  in  people  to  endeavour  to  con- 

*  ceai  a  pafllon,  which,  in  fpite  of  all 
they  can  do,  will  break  out  in  every 
look  and  geftuie!  I  pity  you  from  my 
foul^  and,  hnd  I  fooner  known  the 
fituation  of  your  heart,  would  have 
contrived  fome  way  or  other  to  have 

prevented  Mrs.  M from    being 

quite  fo  open  in  her  narrative:  it  mult 
certainly  be  a  very  great  ihock  to  you 
to  hear  fome  paflages  (he  related;  but, 
alas!  I  was  entirely  ignorant  that  Ce- 
landine loved  you,  or  that  ycu  loved 
Celandine;  and  little  fufpe61ed  that  it 
was  for  his  fake  you  fo  refolutely  re- 
jefled  the  offers  of  Sir  Robert  Man- 
ley.' 

*  I  fliould  be  forry,  Madam,'  replied 
Jenny    very    difdainfully,  '  that   your 

*  lady(hip,  or  any  one  elfe,  fhould  have 

*  fo    contemptible  an   opinion  of  my 

*  judgment.     I  know  but  little  of  the 

*  gentlemen,  yet  know  enough  to  make 
*'a  juft  diftin£tion  between  them;  and, 

were  my  hand  and  heart  at  my  difpo- 
fal,  1  Ihould  not  hefitate  one  moment 
to  which  of  them.  I  fliould  give  the 
preference.' 
'  How  cunning  now  you  think  you 
•are!'  (aid  Lady  Speck  with  an  affefl- 
ed  laugh:  '  you  fpcak  the  truth,  but 

*  avoid  mentioning  the  name  :  I  will, 

*  however,  do  it  for  you,  and  anfwer  in 

*  fomewhat  like  the  poet's  words: 


*  'TJs  Celandine  your  heart  would  leap  fo 

'  meet, 

*  While  Manley  lay  expiring  at  your  feet.' 

Scarce  had  Jenny  the  power  to  reftrain 
herpaflion  wiiiiin  the  bounds  of  decen- 
cy: on  finding  Lady  Speck  perlllled  in 
fo  injurious  an  accufation.  Scorn  and 
anger  overwhelmed  her  foul,  tears  gudi- 
ed  from  her  eyes;  and.rifinghaftily  from 
her  feat—-'  I  will  not  imagine,  Ma- 
'  dam,'  faid  flie,  *  that  you  are  really 

*  in  earneft  in  fuppofing  fuch  a  thing; 
■  hut  the  je(t  is  of  fuch  a  nature,  as  I 

*  do  not  think  it  becomes  me  to  hear 

*  the  continuance  of.'  In  fpeaking 
ihefe  words  (he  was  about  to  quit  the 
roomj  but  Mifs  Wingman,  who  had 


been  a  good  deal  aftonrflied  at  what  her 
fifter  had  faid,  ran  and  pulled  her  back : 
but  all  her  perfualions  would  have  been 
ineffeclual  to  have  detained  her,  if  Lady 
Speck,  having  vented  her  ill-humour, 
and  now  repenting  (he  had  gone  fo  far, 
had  not  added  her  entreaties. 

'  My  dear  creature,'  cried  (he,  *  I 

*  had  not  the  lea(i  defign  to  affront  j'ou ; 
'  I  only  meant  to  railly  you  a  little  on 
'  your  (laying  at  home,  when  fo  fine  a 

*  day  called  every  body  to  the  walks.' 
— '  Ifhould  have  deferved  it,  Madam,' 
anfwered  (lie,  *  if  I  had  denied  myfelf 

*  thepleafure  of  attending  your  lady- 

*  fliip  on  any  other  motive  than  what  I 
really  did :  but  I  a(rure  you  I  wrote 
no  lefs  than  five  letters,  as  your  own 
man  can  witnefs,  whom,  my  own  be- 
ing out  of  the  way,  I  took  the  liberty 
to  fend  with  them  to  the  poftofHce.' 

— '  I  believe  it,'  faid  Lady  Speck;  •  I 

*  believe  it;  and  heartily  a(k  your  par- 
'  don.'  She  was  going  to  add  fome- 
thing  more  by  the  way  of  reparation  for 
the  vexation  (he  bad  given  that  young 
lady,  when  (he  was  prevented  by  her 
woman;  who  having  been  fent  to  a  mil- 
liner's for  fome  things  (he  wanted,  came 
running  into  the  room  with  a  counte- 
nance as  confufed  and  wild  as  if  (he 
had  met  fome  fpeiire  or  apparition  in 
her  way. 

'  Oh,  Madam!'  cried  (he  to  her 
lady,  '  I  have  the  (Irangeft  thing  to  tell 
you,  the  oddeft  accident;  to  be  fure, 
I  was  never  fo  much  Unprized  in  all 
my  life!' — '  Pr'ythee,  at  what?'  de- 
manded Lady  Speck.  '  Lord,  Ma- 
dam !'  returned  (he,  '  I  could  not  have 
thought  fuch  a  thingof  two  Aich  civil, 
well-behaved,  gentlemen.' — '  \^'hat 
gentlemen?'  faid  Lady  Speck:  *  ex- 
plain themyrtery  at  once,  and  do  not 
keep  lis  in  fufpenfe  by  your  unfea- 
(bnablc  exclamations.' — '  Lord,  Ma- 
dam !'  replied  (he,  '  your  l.idylhip 
will  wonder  when  you  know  all,  as 
well  as  I:  for  mv  own  part,  I  was  fo 
confounded,  th.it I  icarceknow  which 
way  I  got  home.  Juft  as  I  was  (Pep- 
ping into  the  milliner's,  blefs  me  I  I 
(hall  never  forget  it;  but  I  will  tell 
your  Iady(hip  as  faft  as  I  can  :  juft  as 
I  was  going  into  the  (hop,  as  I  was 
laying,  I  heard  a  great  noife  in  the 
(treet,  and  the  found  of  feveral  men's 
voices  crying  out — "  Bring  them 
'  along,  bring  them  along!"  I  turned 
about,  as  any  one  would  do,  out  of 
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*  merecuriofity;  and,  would  your  lady- 

*  ftiip  believe  it  poffible?  who  fhould 

*  I   fee  but  Mr.  Lovegrove  and  Mr. 

*  Celandine  in  the  hands  of  I  know  not 

*  how  many  rough  fellows,    and   fol- 

*  lowed  by  a  huge  crowd  of  all  forts  of 

*  people  !  I  fancy  they  had  been  figlit- 

*  ing,  for  both  their  fwords  were  drawn, 

*  and  carried  by  one  of  the  men  that 

*  had  hold  of  Mr.  Lovegrove.     I  can- 

*  not  diie6lly  fay  how  that  matter  was  ; 

*  but  there  was  a  ftrange  confufed  noife 
'  among  the  mob  :   one  cried,  it  was  a 

*  fad  thing  thatfuch  broils Ihould  hap- 

*  pen;  and  another,  that  it  would  be  a 
«  great  prejudice  to  the  town:  and  all 
'  I  could  hear  diftinflly  was,  that  they 

*  were  going  to    carry  the  gentlemen 

*  before  a  juftice  of  peace.' 

All  the  ladies  were  very  much  con- 
cerned at  hearing  this  intelligence;  but 
Lady  Speck  feemed  the  moft  affefted 
with  It;  nor  did  the  others  at  all  won- 
der at  her  being  To,  as  Mr.  Lovegrove 
washer  declared  admirer,  and  was  al- 
lowed by  all  that  knew  him  to  deferve 
more  of  her  favour  than  he  had  as  yet 
experienced. 

Thej'  were  all  extremely  impatient 
to  know  both  the  occafion  and  the  con- 
fequenceof  this  affair  ;and  Lady  Speck's 
woman  either  having  not  enquired,  or 
not  been  able  to  learn,  to  what  magif- 
trate  thegentlenien  were  carried,  foct- 
men  were  immediately  difpatchcd  to 
every  quarter  of  the  town,  in  hopes  of 
bringing  home  that  information,  which 
the  reader  fliall  prefcntly  be  made  ac- 
quainted with. 


C    H  A-t>.     III. 

COMPLEATS  THE  CHARACTER  OF  A 
MODERN  FINE  GENTLEMAN,  OR 
A  PRETTV  FELLOW  FOR  THE  LA- 
DIES. 

I  Believe  there  are  none  into  whofe 
hands  thefe  volumes  fliall  happen 
to  fall,  atleaft  if  they  confider  the  (lory 
of  Mrs.  M— —  with  any  attention, 
but  will  eafily  perceive  there  was  enough 
in  it  to  give  a  very  great  alarm  to  a 
man  fo  much  enamoured  as  Mr.  Love- 
grove. 

He  had  obferved,  that  for  fome  time 
before,  as  well  as  fmce  their  coming 
down  to  Bath,  Celandine  had  been  a 
cgnftant   dangler   after  L?-dy   Speck, 


Love  and  jealoufy  are  quick-fighted 
paflTions:  he  thought  alfo,  that  though 
the  ridiculed  and  laughed  at  his  aili- 
dulties,  Ihe  was  not  fo  much  difpleafed 
with  them  as  fhe  ought  to  have  been. 
This  had  frequently  given  him  fome 
uneafy  apprehenilons:  but  as  there  were 
feveral  other  gentlemen  of  worth  and 
honour  who  made  their  addrefies  to 
Lady  Speck,  as  well  as  himfelf;  and 
/he  had  never  given  him  any  alTurance 
of  diftinguifhing  him  above  his  com- 
petitors; he  thought  it  would  be  too 
prefuming  in  him  to  call  herladyfhip's 
condu6l  in  queftion;  efpecially  in  re- 
gard to  a  man  who  did  not  publickly 
piofefs  himfelf  her  lover,  and  whofe 
perfcn,  charafter,  and  behaviour,  Ihe 
always  affe6\ed  to  defpife. 

But  now  to  be  told,  that  he  had  im- 
pudently boafted  his  coming  down  to 
Bath  was  on  the  invitation  of  a  woman 
of  quality,  from  whom  he  gave  fome 
hints  of  having  received  very  extraor- 
dinary favours;  and  to  find  that  the 
perfon  to  whom  he  faid  this  had  any 
reafon  to  guefs  the  woman  of  quality  he 
mentioned  was  no  other  than  Lady 
Speck;  was  fuch  a  (hocking  corrobo- 
ration of  his  former  fufpicions,  as  fired 
him  with  the  f.xtremeft  rage. 

Whether  Lady  Speck  had  in  reality 
granted  any  fivours  to  Celandine,  or 
whether  it  was  his  own  idle  vanity  alone 
which  had  made  him  talk  in  the  man- 
ner he  had  done,  this  generous  lover 
thought  it  would  become  him  to  chaftife 
the  infolence  of  fuch  a  braggadocio: 
but  in  what  manner  he  fliould  do  fo 
very  much  perplexed  him;  to  fend  him 
a  challenge  on  this  account  he  feared 
would  make  too  great  a  noife,  and  con- 
fequently  difpleal'e  the  lady  whofe  ho- 
nour he  meant  to  defend.  After  much 
debating  within  himfelf,  an  expedient 
came  into  his  mind,  which  he  imme- 
diately put  in  execution.  He  found  by 
what  he  had  heard  jenny  fay  to  Mrs. 

M ,  that  Celandine, had  taken  the 

liberty  to  treat  that  young  lady  in  a 
nnnner  very  unworthy  of  her  charac- 
ter. This  feemed  to  him  a  good  pre- 
tence for  covering  tlie  face  of  his  de- 
fign;  and  therefore  refolved  to  make 
her  quarrel  appear  as  the  chief  motive 
of  his  rcfentment,  touching  only  ob- 
liquely on  that  he  had  conceived  againft 
him  in  regard  to  Lady  Speck. 

Having  well   confidercd   on  all  th^ 

confequences  that  might  probably  at- 

L  7,  tend 
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tend  the  (lep  he  was  about  to  take,  and 
fully  determined  with  himfelf  to  pur- 
lue  it,  he  wrote  to  Celandine,  that  lame 
evening,  in  the  following  tenns— 

«  TO  R.  CELANDINE,  ESQ. 

*  SIR, 

«  VT  OU  have  affronted  a  young  lady 
•*■    .^  of  dilHnguilhed  merit,  at  pre- 

*  fent  under  the  proteilion  of  the  \vo- 
«  man  I  adore;  and,    it  is  faid,   have 

*  given  room  forfufpicion  of  your  hav- 

*  ing  alio  entertained  thoughts  of  her- 

*  felf  altogether  unbecoming  ycu:    I 

*  think  it  therefore  a  duty  incumbent 
^  on   me   to  demand  that   fatisfaftion 

*  which  every  gentleman  has  a  right  to 

*  expeft,  when  injured  in  the  perfons 
f  of  thofe  he  profelTes   to   efteem.     I 

*  fliall   be  glad  to  fee  you  to-morrow 

*  morning  about  fix,  in  the  firft  field 

*  at   the   end   of  the    Walks,    where 

*  I  flatter  myfelf  you   will   not  long 

*  fuffer  yourfelf  to  be  waited  for   by 

*  yours, 

<  E.  LOVEGROVE. 

*  P.  S.  I  fhall  come  alone,  for  I  fee 

'  no  need  that  any  friends,  either 

*  of  yours  or  mine,   fhould  be  in- 

*  volved  in  this  difpute." 

This  billet  he  fent  by  one  of  his  fer- 
vants;  who,  after  ftaying  a  confide- 
rable  time,  returned  with  an  anfwer 
containing  thefe  lines — 

*  TO  E.  LOVEGROVE,  ESq^ 

'    SIR, 

*  T  Am    forry  you   fhould  defire  any 
■"■   '  thing  of  me  which  fuits  not  my 

*  humour  to  comply  with:  Lndy  Speck 
^  and  Mifs  Jcffamy  are  both  of  them 

*  very  fine  women;  but,  upon  my  foul, 

*  I  think  neither  of  them,  or  any  other 

*  woman,    worth  drawing  my  fword 

*  for;  fo  muft  defire  you  will  excufc 

*  my  refufing  to  meet  you  on  this  fcore; 

*  on  any  other  you  may  command 
^  yours, 

*R'.  Celandine.' 

It  would  be  difficult  to  decide,  whe- 
ther anger  or  contempi  was  tlie  moft 
predominant  pafTion  in  the  mind  of  Mr. 
Lovegrove  on  reading  the  above:  he 
refolved,  however,  not  to  fuller  the  in- 
lojence  of  that  bad  man  to  go  unpu^ 


niflied;  but  went  very  early  the  naxt 
morning  to  his  lodgings,  to  force  from 
him  the  fatisfaftion  he  required;  or, 
ftill  perfifting  to  refufe  it,  to  give  him 
fuch  treatment  as  men  are  ordinarily  ac- 
cuftomed  to  receive  after  behaving  in 
the  manner  he  had  done. 

As  he  was  going  towards  the  houfe, 
he  perceived,  while  at  fome  diftance,  a 
poft-chaife  waiting  at  the  door;  and  be- 
fore he  could  well  reach  it,  faw  Celan- 
dine juft  ready  to  ftep  in  :  on  this  he 
fprung  forward  with  all  the  fpeed  he 
could,  and,  catching  Celandine  by  the 
arm— *  Stay,  Sir!'  cried  he;   '  you  muft 

*  not  think  to  leave  this  town  without 
'  making  feme  atonement  for  yourbe- 

*  haviour  in  it.' 

*  Sir,'  replied  the  other,  with  fome 
hefitation  in  his  voice,   '  I  give  an  ac- 

*  count  of  my  ailions  to  no  man,  nor 
'  has  any  man  a  right  to  infpefl  into 

*  them.' — •  Every  man  of  honour  has 
'  a  right  to  infpefl  the  aflions  of  a  vil- 

*  lain '.'rejoined  Mr. Lovegrove  fiercely  J 
'  and  if  you  are  guilty  of  fuch  as  you 

*  have  neither  juitice  to  acknowledge, 
'  nor  the  courage  to  defend,  you  know 

*  the  recompenfe  you  nre  to  expe6l.' 

•  I  dare  fight !'  faid  Celandine;  and 
immediately  drew  his  fword,  as  did  Mr. 
Lovegrove  his  at  the  fame  lime;  but  both 
were  prevented  by  a  great  pofTe  of  people, 
who  in  an  inftant  were  gathered  about 
them,  drawn  thither  by  the  outciies  of 
Celandine's  fervants,  the  poftilion,  and 
the  people  of  the  houfe,  who  weie  come 
to  the  door  to  take  leave  of  their  lodger; 
and  it  was  the  expectation  of  thislea- 
fonable  interruption  which  doubtlefs 
infpired  the  antagonift  of  Mr.  Love- 
grove with  fo  much  boldnefs  on  a  fud- 
den. 

They  had  fcarce  time  to  make  one 
pulh  before  they  were  difarmed  by  the 
populace;  and  a  conftable,  wlio  lived 
hard  by,  coming  to  interpofe  iiis  autho- 
rity to  put  an  end  to  the  fray,  to(Jc 
pcffcfiion  of  both  their  fwords,  and  told 
them  tliey  muft  give  him  leave  to  con- 
diift  them  to  a  magiftrate:  they  readily 
fnbmitted;  and  were  follov.redby  a  con- 
tinually-incieafing  crowd,  as  Lady 
Speck's  woman  had  defcribed. 

They  foon  arrived  at  the  houfe  of  a 
gentleman  in  the  commilTion  of  the 
peace,  wJio  happened  to  be  a  perfon  of 
great  worth  and  honour.  Celandine 
exhibited  a  "  moft  piteous  complaint 
againft  his  adverfary;  f«rft,  for  fendtng 
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Mm  a  cliallenge  to  fight  on  account  of 
things  which  he  faid  he  knew  nothing 
of;  and  afterwards  for  affaulting  him 
in  the  ftreets,  putting  a  flop  to  his  jour- 
ney, and  occafioning  a  riot  and  diilurb- 
ance  in  the  town.  Mr.  Lovegrove  was 
entirely  fiient  till  the  other  had  left  oft* 
Ipenking,  and  then  related  the  whole 
which  had  psffed  between  them,  na- 
turally as  It  was.  The  magiftrate 
could  fcarceforbear  fmiling, butdefired 
to  fee  both  the  letters;  on  wliich  CeHn- 
dine  produced  the  challenge;  but  Mr. 
Lovegrove  being  unv/illing  to  expofe 
the  names  of  the  ladies,  which  the  other 
had  indifcreetly  mentioned  in  his  an- 
fwer,  faid  he  had  it  not  about  him,  and 
believed  he  had  loft  it. 

After  having  heard  both  parties,  the 
worftiipfu]  gentleman  began  to  expa- 
tiate, in  terms  befitting  his  charafter, 
on  the  bad  cuftom  of  duelling:  he  laid, 
that  though  the  too  frequent  pra6lice 
of  it  had  rendered  it  not  diflionourable, 
yet  it  was  direftly  contrary  to  the  rules 
both  of  religion  and  morality,  and  to 
the  laws  of  fociety  as  well  as  thofe  of 
the  land;  after  which  he  recommended 
to  them,  and  even  exafled  their  mutual 
promife,  to  regard  each  other  from  tliat 
time  forward,  not  as  enemies,  if  liiey 
could  not  do  fo  as  friends. 

*  I  will  not  take  his  word,  Sir,' cried 
Celandine  haftily;  *  lam  convinced  he 

*  has  malice  againft  me  in  his  lieart;   I 

*  go  in  danger  of  my  life  by  him;  and 

*  defire  I  may  be  admitted  to  make  oath 

*  of  it,    and   that  he  may   be   bound 

*  over.'  This  could  not  be  refilled, 
and  the  book  was  immediately prefent- 
«d  to  him.     *  Are  you,  Sir,  of  the  fame 

*  way  of  thinking  too  ?'  faid  the  juftice 
to  Mr.  Lovegrove.      '  No,    upon   ho- 

*  nour.  Sir!'  replied  he;  '  I  am  not 
'   under  the  leaft  apprelienfions  on  the 

*  fcore    of  this    gentleman  :   and  dare 

*  anfwer  for  him,  that  if  tivere  was  as 
'  little  danger  in  his  tongue  as  there  is 

*  to  be  feared  from  his  fwurd,  he  would 

*  bethemoft  unhurtful  creature  breath- 

It  was  with  difHculty  the  juftice  re- 
ftrain.ed  himfelf  from  laughing;  but 
prefervcd  as  much  an  air  of  gravity  as 
Tie  could  on  the  occafion.  «  Well,  then, 

*  Sir,'  faid  he,   '  I  am  compelled,   by 

*  the  duties  of  my  office,  to  dilcharge 

*  your  adverfary,  and  oblige  you  to 
'  give  fecurity  for  your  future  beha- 
<  yiour  towards  him«' 


On  this,  Celandine  thanked  him,  and 
took  his  leHve.  Several  of  the  crowd, 
who  had  burft  into  the  hall,  foliowecl 
him  with  a  thoufand  foirrilous  jirfts 
and  fleers  at  his  cowardice;  but  he  was 
too  much  a  man  of  peace  to  take  any 
notice  of  whit  they  faid  ;  and,  making 
what  hafte  hecould  to  the  chiife,  which 
ftill  waited  for  him,  fet  out  for  London, 
probably  wifliing  he  had  not  left  it  t.j 
come  down  to  Bath. 

Mr.  Lovegrove  fent  for  Lord  Hunt- 
ley and  Sir  Robert  Maniev,  who  im- 
mediately came;  and  ail  the  little  fur- 
malities  of  this  aft'air  buing  over,  and 
fettled  to  the  fatisfa6ii<  n  of  the  gentle- 
man before  whom  they  were,  he  threw 
off  the  magiftrate,  and  affumed  a  cha- 
rafler  more  natural  to  him,  that  of  a 
man  perfectly  well-bred  and  complai- 
far.t :  he  was  very  pleafant  with  them 
on  the  conduft  of  Celandine;  compelled 
them  10  ftay  bieakfaft  with  him,  and 
entertained  them  as  elegantly  as  fuch  a 
repaft  would  admit  of. 


CHAP.     IV. 

RELATES  SOME  PASSAGES  SUESE- 
QJJEN'T  TO  THE  PRECEDING  AD- 
VENTURE. 

AFTER  the  gentlemen  had  quit- 
ted tiie  juftice's  houfe,  each  re- 
paired to  his  relpeftive  lodging,  in  or- 
der to  drefs  for  the  remainder  of  the 
day;  but  meeting  again  at  the  coffee- 
houli?,  it  was  agreed  to  adjourn  fiom 
thence  to  make  a  morniiig-viht  to  Lady 
Speck  and  her  fair  companions,  with- 
out mentioning  a  word  of  what  had 
happened  ;  IVlr.  Lovegrove  being  de- 
firous  that  the  whole  aft'air  (hould  be 
J-ept  a  iecret  from  them,  unlels  chance 
fhould  by  any  way  make  a  difcovery  of 
it  to  them. 

Thofe  ladies  were  all  this  while  in  a 
good  deal  of  uneafinefs  :  the  fei  vania 
who  had  been  fent  out  for  intelligence 
were  all  returned,  without  being  able  to 
brinp;  anv  thinjr  material  for  the  (atis- 
faftion  of  their  curiofity.  Mifs  Wing- 
man  and  Jenny  had  both  of  them  a  very 
great  regard  for  Mr.  Lovegrove  ;  the 
one,  as  having  known  him  a  confider- 
able  lime;  and  tiie  other,  as  having  per- 
ceived in  him  many  indications  of  hin 
being  a  man  truly  worthy  of  efteem. 

Biit  L^dv  Sped;  h^d  hef  own  rea- 
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fons  for  being  much  more  perplexed 
than  either  of  them  could  be  :  flie  had 
an  high  efteem  for  Mr.  Lovegrove  on 
account  of  the  amiable  qualifications 
lie  was  poffelfed  of,  and  the  long  and 
refpeftfiil  court  he  had  made  to  her. 
The  caprice  of  her  deftiny  had  made 
htv  find  fomething  in  the  pei  fon  of  Ce- 
landine which  bad  attrafled  but  too 
much  of  the  more  tender  inclinations 
of  her  heart;  and  to  think  that  ar.y 
clanger  threatened  either  of  thefe  gen- 
tlemen was  an  extreme  trouble  to  her. 

But  wiiat  touched  her  yet  the  more 
deeply,  was  the -concern  fne  had  for  her 
own  reputation :  ftje  doubted  not  but 
that  the  quarrel  between  them  was  on 
her  fcore  ;  nor,  indeed,  could  (he  well 
aflign  any  other  probable  motive  tor 
it;  efpecialiy  when    flie  relieved   that 

Mr.Lovegrove,on  hearing  Mrs.M 

iay  that  Celandine  had  come  to  Bath 
OD  the  invitation  of  a  woman  of  qurdi- 
ty,  had  given  her  not  only  fome  looks, 
but  alfo  feveral  hints,  tliat  he  enter- 
tained the  mod  jealous  apprehenfions 
that  herfelf  was  the  woman  of  quality 
whole  favours  that  fop  had  fo  impu- 
<3ently  boafted  of.  She  had  good  rea- 
fon,  therefore,  to  be  fearful  that  an 
affair  of  this  nature  nnght  occafion  her 
name  to  be  brought  in  queftion,  and 
perhaps,  too,  not  m  the  inoft  honour- 
able ia(y»ion. 

bufpicion  is  a  kind  of  magnify ing- 
£;lafs,  which  reprelents  whatever  ill  we 
dread  in  it's  moft  fcrmidable  fbape. 
This  poor  lady  figured  to  herfelf  a  thou- 
fand  diihafling  images;  and,  thougli 
ilie  fpoke  but  little,  gave  fuch  visible 
demonltration  of  her  inward  dilordeis 
as  could  not  but  be  taken  notice  of 
holh  by  Jenny  and  Mil's  Wingman. 
As  neither  oi  theCe  yotmg  ladies  as  yet 
had  ever  harboured  the  learl  fufpicion 
of  her  having  a  particular  regard  for 
any  man,  much  lefs  of  the  fentiments 
that  Celandine  had  infpired  her  with, 
they  >n;agined  they  had  now  made  a 
tlifcovery  ;  hut  it  was  in  favour  of  Mr. 
Lovegrove ;  and  both  of  them  cried 
out  aimolt  at  the  fame  time — '  How 

*  happy  would   Mr.  Lovegrove  think 

•  himleif  if  he  faw  how  your  ladyfliip 
'*!  is  difquieted  on  his  account!' 

Though  Lady  Speck  aft'cfted  to  be  a 

Jittle  peevilh  at  iheir  Iteming  to  fuppofe 

.\\tr  capable  of  having  a  tenderneis  for 

any  man ;  yet  flie  felt  as  much  fatis- 

i'a^ioo  ^s  ihe  preieut  fituaiion  of  her 


mind  would  admit  her  to  enjoy,  in 
finding  they  marked  out  Mr.  Love- 
grove as  the  objeft,  and  that  Celandine 
was  quite  out  of  the  queftion  with  them 
on  that  account. 

'  Indeed,  filter,'  faid  Mifs  Wing- 
man,  *  it  has  always  been  my  opinion, 
and  I  believe  all  your  friends  are  of 
the  fame,  that  the  peifon  of  Mr, 
Lovegrove,  his  accomplilhments,  his 
fortune,  and  long  fervices,  render 
him  not  unworthy  of  your  accept- 
ance; and,  I  think,  you  need  not  be 
angry,  nor  artiamed,  that  this  accident 
has  difcovered  yuur  fenfibility  of  his 
palfion.'— *  Lord,  my  dear,  how  very 
filly  youare!'  faid  Lady  Speck  :  'no 
one  man  has  any  charms  for  me  above 
another.  I  am  only  vexed  that  men 
fhonld  fall  out,  fight,  and  kill  one 
another;  and  this,  too,  for  nothing 
pcrh:ips,or,  what  is  next  to  nothing, 
lome  idle  pun6lilio  of  imaginary  ho- 
nour.' 

Juft  as  (he  had  ended  thefe  words,  the 
doer  was  fuddenly  thrown  open  by  a 
footman;  and  Lord  Huntley,  Sir  Ro- 
bert Manley,  and  Mr.  Lovegrove,  came 
altogether  into  the  room.  '  What,  la- 
'  dies,'  cried  the  latter  of  thefe  gentle- 
men, with  an  air  more  than  ordinarily 
gay,  «  not  yet  drfcfll-d  !  We  came  to  at- 

•  tend  you  to  the  w;dks,  and  you  are 
«  flill  in  your  di(habiile  r—*  We  mull 
'  have  been  ftrangely  infenfible,'  re- 
plied Lady  Speck,  '  to  have  thought  of 
'  drefs  wlien  two  of  onr  acquaintance 
'  were  going  to  embrue  their  hands  in 

'  each  other's  blood  !' — 'Our  hands  arc  . 
'  all  clean,  I  tiiink.  Madam  !'  faid  iSh.  - 
Lovegrove.  '  But  can  you  add,'  re-  i 
joined  (he  haftily,  '  that  your  heart  is  i 

•  alio  fo  ?  Can  you  fay  you  did  not  rile 
'  this  morning  with  an  intention  to  de- 

•  ihoy,  or  be  deftroyed  yourfelf  ?' 
Here  Mr.  Lovegrove  appearing  a  tit- 
tle confufed,  as  ciebaxing  within  him- 
felf  whether  it  was  molt  proper  for  him 
to  confefs  or  to  deny  the  faft,  Lord  ^ 
Huntley  immediately  took  up  the  word.  > 
'  No,  faith,  Madam!'    faid  his  lord-| 
(hip,  with  a  fmile  ;  '  I  dare  anfwer  ib] 
'  far  for  my  friend,  that  he  arofe  not'} 
'  this  morning  with  the  lealt  aaimofity 

'  t6  any  thing  worthy  of  his  fword.'-^* 
'  No  ambiguities,  my  good  lord,'  re-j 
fumed  (he ;  '  I  expert  a  plain  iinrwer' 
'  to  my  queftion— therefore  tell  me  at 
'  once,  Mr,  Lovegrove,  how  happeninl 
'  you  to  quavrsl  with  Celandine,  an4 
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*  find,'  contiiivied  (he,    perceiving  he 
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■wasftillfilent,  •  that  we  are  no  ftrangers 

*  to  the  main  point;  and  conlequently 

*  have  a  right  to  expect  you  fhouid  gra- 

*  tify  ouc  cuiiofity  with  the  particu- 
«  lars.' 

*  It  never  has  been  my  pra£lice  yet, 
<  Madam,'  replied  Mr,  Lovegrove,  af- 
ter a  little  paufe,  •  to  difobey  your  la- 

*  dyfliip  in  any  thing  ;  nor  muft  I  now 

*  do  it  in  this.  You  command  me  to 
'  tell  you  the  motive  of  my  quarrel 

with  Celandine;  and  I  mii!t  anfwer, 
it  was  on  the  fcore  of  jullice  and  of 
virtue.  You  alfo  alk  who  was  the 
aggrefTor ;  to  which  I  mult  alfo  an- 
fwer, that  it  was  Celandine;  who, 
by  aftVonting  a  perfon  loved  and 
efteemed  by  you,  juftly  merited  chaf- 
tifemenr,  not  only  from  me,  but  from 
all  who  have  the  honour  of  being  ac- 
quainted with  your  ladyfnip.' 

*  So,  then,'  faid  Jenny,  '  I  find  that 
all  this  buftle  is  to  be  placed  to  my 
account. — But  I  would  not  have  you 
imagine,  Mr.  Lovegrove,'  continued 

the,  laughing,  '  that  you  are  entitled 

*  to  any  acknowledgments  from  me, 

*  fince  I  am  indebted  for  what  you 

*  have  done  entirely  to  the  friendship  I 

*  am  honoured  with  by  Lady  Speck.' 
Mr.  Lovegrove  was  about  to  make 

fome  reply,  but  was  prevented  by  Sir 
Robert  Manley  ;  who,  approaching  her 
with  the  mcftrefpeflful  air — 'Madam,' 
faid  he,  '  if  others  had  been   as  early 

*  acquainted  with  the  prefumption  of 

*  Celandine,  the  glory  of  being  your 

*  champion  would  certainly  net  have 

*  fallen  to  the  lot  of  Mr.  Lovegrove.' 
— '  I  am  glad,  then,'  returned  Jenny, 

*  that  it  happened  as   it  did ;   becaule 

*  ctherwire  I  fliould  have  been  laid  un- 
'  deran  oblifratjon  which  it  was  not  in 

*  my  power  to  requite.' — *  It  is  ot  no 

*  importance,  my  dear,'  interrupted 
Lady  Speck,  '  either  who  is  theobliger 

*  or  the  obliged;  and  I  only  want  to 

*  be  fully  informed  in  the  particulars 

*  of  this  foolirti  tranfaflion.' 

On  this,  Mr.  Lovegrove  repeated  all 
that  paiTed  between  himfelf  and  Celan- 
dine,tili  their  being  carried  before  a  ma- 
giftrate  ;  and  would  havegone  through 
the  whole,  but  Lord  Huntley  and  Sir 
Robert  Manley  afiifted  him  in  the  reft, 
and  gave  fo  plcafant  a  detail  of  Celan- 
dine's behaviour  on  that  occafion,  as 
was  highly  diverting  to  the  ladies.  But, 


though  Lady  Speck  laughetl,  as  well  as 
her  fifter  and  J(  nny,  and  affr'fVed  to  ap- 
pear equally  unconcerned  at  what  (hs 
heard  ;  yet  there  ftlll  remained  fome- 
thing  on  her  fpirits  which  (becouid  not 
forbear  tellifying  in  thefe  or  the  like 
terms. 

The  little  narrative  being  concluded 
— '  I  am  very  ghd,'  faid  fhe,  •  that  no 
worfe  confeqtiences  attended  this  ad- 
venture ;  yet  I  cannot  help  being  a 
little  concerned  that  any  thing  (hould 
happen  to  occafion  my  name,  or  that 
of  Mifs  JefTamy,  to  be  mentioned  be- 
fore a  magiftrate,  and  fuch  a  mob  of 
people  as  generally  croud  in  to  be 
witnefles  of  t!ie  decifion  he  gives  in 
cafes  of  this  nature.' 
«  No,  Madam  r  replied  Mr.  Love- 
grove haftily;  *  I  do  affure  your  lady- 
fhip  that  neither  of  you  have  any 
caufe  to  be  in  pain  on  that  fcore  ; 
your  names  were  heid  too  facred  to 
be  quoted  as  the  fubjefts  cf  a  quar- 
rel: and  it  was  for  this  reafon  I  re- 
'  fufed  to  produce  Celandine's  anfwer 
'  to  the  billet  I  fent  him  ;  he  having 
'  imprudently,  I  might  fay  impudent- 

*  ly,  too,  inferted  them  in  that  icrawl.' 
— '  How!'  cried  Lady  Speck,  with  the 
utm.olt  impatience  in  her  voice  and 
eyes  ;  '  let  us  fee  on  what  pretence  the 

*  creature  prefumed   to   take  that  li- 

*  berty!' 

Though  it  is  more  than  probable  that 
Mr.  Lovegrove  was  far  from  being  dif- 
pleafed  at  having  this  opportunity  of 
convincing  Lady  Speck  in  what  man- 
ner (he  had  been  fpoken  of  by  Celan- 
dine, yet  he  fnffered  her  to  repeat  her  de- 
mand I'everal  times  over  before  he  com- 
plied with  it ;  and,  at  laft,  feemed  to  do 
fo  wirh  an  extreme  reluftance.  *  I  in- 
'  tended.  Madam,'  faid  he,  '  that  no 
'  eyes  but  my  own  (liould  have  been 
vv-itneiVes  of  the  unparalleled  auda- 
city it  contaiiiS;  but,  as  your  lady- 
(hip  commands  I  (hould  deliver  it  to 
you,  I  neither  can,  nor  dare,  be  dif- 
obcdient.' 
With  thefe  words,  he  took  the  letter 
he  had  received  from  Celandine  out  of 
his  pocket,  and  prefented  it  to  her} 
adding,  at  the  fame  time — '  This,  Ma- 
'  darn,   however,   will   ferve  to  prove, 

*  that,  befides  the  firlt  motive  of  my 

*  refentment  to  him,  he  fubjoined  ano- 
<  ther,  not  lefs  deferving  the  punifli- 
'  ment  I  defi/ned.'  Her  lady(hip 
fnatched  it  out  of  his  hand  with  emo- 
tions 
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tions  which  it  was  not  in  her  power  to 
conceal;  but  having  (lighrly  looked  it 
t)ver  to  herfcif,  grew  a  good  deal  more 
coiupoled;  and, forcing  her  countenance 
jiuo  a  haU-fmile — '  I  doubt  not,'  faid 
(he,   '  but  what  Mr  Lovegrove  has  faid 

*  of  this  billet  has  raifcd  a  ciitiof)tv'  in 

*  you  all  for  the  contents;  I  will  there- 

*  fore  read  it  aloud  for  the  advantage  of 

*  the  company.' 

«  Well,  ladies,'  cried  Lord  Huntley, 
as  foon  as  (he  had  done,  '  though  you 

*  have  not  yet  the  good  fortune  to  have 

*  your  menti  peculiarly  dillinguiftied 

*  by  this  fine  gentleman,  you  ought  not 
«  to  fall  under  too  great  humiliation, 

*  for  you   find  he  includes  your  whole 

*  fex;  and  plainly  avows  he  looks  upon 
«  no  woman  worthy  ventuiing  the  tre- 

*  mendous  difcompofure  of  his  weli- 

*  tied  fword-kr.ct.'  Here  followed 
much  merriment  among  them,  which 
had  pfrhaps  continued  longer,  as  they 
were  all  pjrfons  of  wit,  and  had  fo  am- 
ple a  field  for  ridicule;  but  it  was  now 
almod  noon,  and  the  ladies  were  not 
ytt  drtff^d;  fur  which  reafon  the  gen- 
tlemen thought  proper  to  withdraw,  and 
leave  them  to  ccnfult  their  glafles  on 
thofe  charms  that  Celandine  hadaffc6l- 
ed  to  defpUe. 

Jenny  and  Mifs  Wingman  thought 
little  of  this  adventure  afterwards;  but 
it  made  a  very  deep  imprePiion  on  the 
mind  of  Lady  Speck:  the  delicacy  Mr. 
Lovegiove  had  fliewn  in  laying  the 
ftrefs  of  his  refentment  on  the  affront 
Celandine  had  offered  to  her  friend,  and 
not  on  the  jealoufy  which  fhe  plainly 
fsvv  he  had  conceived  of  hertlf,  open- 
ed her  ej'cs  to  thofe  merits  in  him  to 
vihich  her  partial  inclination  for  the 
other  had  made  her  fo  long  blind  ;  and 
the  now  bciield  botii  of  tlic  men  fuch  as 
they  truly  were,  and  not  fuch  as  her 
tinjudging  fancy  had  lately  painted 
them. 

Afliamedof  her  paft  felly,  {he  had  no 
conlblacion  but  in  the  care  (he  had  al- 
ways taken  to  conceal  it  from  the  world: 
as  forfvlr.  Lovegrove,  whofe  good  opi- 
nion fiie  was  now  moft  concerned  to 
preferve,  file  rcfolved  to  belsave  towards 
him  for  tlic  future  in  fuch  a  manner  as 
(h-juld  entirely  diflipate  whatever  fuf- 
picions  he  might  have  entertained  to  her 
pjr  jiKJice. 

It  was  undoubtedly  the  good  genius, 
or  better  ang.  I,  of  this  la>'y,  which  had 
biought  about,  howeverfuiruitcus  liiey 


might  feeiTS,  fuch  a  happy  concurrence 
of  events  as  could  not  f.iil  of  awaken- 
ing her  to  a  jull  fenfe  of  what  (lie  owed 
to  her  character,  and  that  efteem  (he  was 
nuurally  fo  ambitious  of  maintaining. 
What  advantages  flie  received  from  this 
chaiigeof  humour,  and  the  emendations 
(he  was  at  pre feiit  enlightened  with,  will 
hereafter  be  demon ftrated  ;  in  the  mean 
time,  there  are  things  of  a  yet  more  in- 
terelting  nature,  which  demand  the  at- 
tention  of  the  reader. 


CHAP.      V. 

CONTAINS, AMONG  OTHER  THINGS, 
AN  AC'COUNTOF  AVERY  EXTRA- 
ORDINARY, AND  NO  LESS  SEVERE 
TRiAL  OF  FEMALE  FORTITUDE 
AND   MODERATION. 

AC  C  O  R  D I N  G  to  all  the  obfer- 
vations  which  reafon  and  a  long 
experience  have  enabled  me  to  make, 
happinefs  is  a  thing  which  ought  to  be 
totally  erafed  out  of  the  vocabulary  of 
fublunary  enjoyments:  the  human  heart 
is  liable  to  fo  many  palfions,  and  the 
events  of  fortune  fo  uncertain  and  pre- 
carious, that  life  is  little  more  than  a 
continued  fcries  of  anxieties  and  fu- 
fpenfe:  what  we  purfue  as  the  ultimate 
end  ofourdefires,  x.\it  fummum  bonum 
of  all  our  wilhes,  fleets  before  us,  dan- 
ces in  the  wind,  fecms  at  fome  times 
ready  to  meet  ourgrafp,  at  others  foar- 
ing  quite  out  of  reach  ;  or,  when  attain- 
ed, deceives  our  expeftations,  baffles 
our  highraifed  hopes,  and  (Ijews  the 
fancied  heaven  a  mere  vapour. 

Nor  is  this  to  be  wondered  at,  or  in- 
deed much  to  be  pitied,  in  thofe  who 
place  their  hapjiinels  in  the  gratifica- 
tion of  their  pafllons,  all  of  which,  in 
general,  tend  to  the  acquifition  of  what 
is  far  fioni  being  a  real  good,  Tliereare 
fome,  though  1  fear  an  inconfiderable 
number,  who,  compofed  of  more  equal 
elements,  wifclv  avoid  the  reftlefs  aims, 
the  giddy  vain  purfuits.with  which  they 
fee  fo  many  of  their  fellovv-creatures  fo 
intoxicated  and  perplexed;  would  fain 
(it  down  contented  with  their  lot,  what- 
ever it  happens  to  be;  and,  obfcrving 
this  maxim  of  the  poet —  ' 

'  Not  to's  and  turn  aLout  their  fcverifli  will, 
*  Butknowthoireaferauftcomcbyfying  fthl.* 

Yet  not  even  tliefc  can  find  an  afylum 
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fi  om  cares  :  tliough  the  foul,  like  a  her- 
mit in  his  cell,  lits  quiet  in  the  bofom, 
•unruffled  by  any  temped  of  it's  own,  it 
fufFers  from  the  rude  blafts  of  others 
faults.  Envy  and  Detraflion  are  fure 
lo  taint  with  their  envenomed  breath  ; 
treachery,  deceit,  and  all  kinds  of  in- 
Juftice,  alarm  it  with  themoft  dreadful 
spprehenfions  of  impendingdanger,  and 
(hew  the  necefHty  of  keeping  a  continual 
guard  againft  their  pernicious  enter- 
prizes:  but  above  all,  the  ingratitude  of 
friends  is  the  moft  terrible  to  fuftain  ; 
that  anguifh  which  proceeds  from  the 
detected  falfnood  of  a  perfon  on  whom 
v^e  depend  is  almoft  infupportable;  nor 
can  reafon  and  philofophy  be  always 
fufficient  to  defend  us  from  itj  as  I  re- 
member to  have  fomewhere  read— 

*  Fate  ne'er  ftr'ikes  deep  but  when' unkind - 
*  nefs  joins.' 

This  is  certainly  a  very  melancholy 
circumfiance;  and  the  fituation  of  the 
injured perfon's  mindcannotbutbe  very 
uneafy.  After  having  placed  an  entire 
confidence  in  any  one  whom  we  believe 
to  be  a  friend  5  after  having  entrufted 
him  with  the  deareft  lecrets  of  our  lives, 
and  relied  UDon  him  for  all  the  fervices 
and  good  oiSces  in  his  power;  then,  I 
fay,  to  find  him  bafe,  ungenerous,  and 
deceitful,  is  as  poignant  an  affliftion  as 
any  to  which  language  can  give  a  name. 

I  know  not  whether  to  be  eternally 
deprived  of  a  real  and  experienced 
friend  by  the  ftroke  of  death,  be  not  a 
lefs  niock  than  it  is  to  lofe  one,  whom 
we  have  always  believed  as  fuch,  by 
his  own  infidelity.  Under  the  former 
of  thefe  misfortunes  we  have  the  lib.erty 
to  indulge  many  confolatory  refleilions; 
firft,  that  the  great  law  of  nature  muft 
be  obeyed,  and  that  there  was  an  indif- 
penfible  neceility  for  us  to  be  one  day 
ieparated;  fecondiy,  in  the  hope  that 
the  perfon  we  lament  is  a  gainer  by  this 
change,  and  much  more  happy  than 
mortal  life  could  make  him;  and,  third- 
ly, though  it  may  feem,  perhaps,  a  wild 
idea,  in  fuppofing  a  poffibility  that  he 
may  be  ftiii  a  witnefs  of  our  actions,  be 
p'eafed  at  o.ur  remembrance  of  him  ; 
and,  at  the  hour  of  our  diflolution,  even 
be  appointed  our  conduflor  to  the  ce- 
leftial  manfioiis  :  but,  under  the  latter, 
that  of  being  betrayed  by  a  falfe  friend, 
we  can  have  no  fuch  agreeable  i;r.ages 
before  oureyesj  on  the  contrary,  gntf 


and  defpair  for  ill-requited  tendernefs 
and  fincerity,  accompanied  with  remorfe 
and  fliame  for  having  made  fo  unwor- 
thy a  choice,  muft  be  the  only  fubje6ls 
of  our  diftra6\ed  meditations. 

Thus  impofiible  it  is  for  minds  the 
moft  ferene  by  nature  to  remain  always 
wholly  free  from  inquietudes  of  one 
fiiape  or  other.  Jenny,  the  heroine  of 
this  hiftory,  had  a  temper  not  eafily  dif- 
compofed,  and  well  deferved  that  cha- 
racter which  our  Englifh  Sappho  gave 
of  a  lady  for  whom  (he  had  a  particular 
veneration. 

•  Chearful  as  birds  that  welcome  in  the  fpriftg, 
'  No  ill  fufpedling,  nor  no  danger  dreading} 

•  Jn  confcious  innocence  fecure  and  blefs'd, 

•  She  liv'd  belov'd  of  all,  and  loving  ail.' 

And  yet  fhe  met  with  fomething, 
which,  if  it  had  not  all  the  effe6l  it 
would  have  produced  in  moft  others  of 
her  fex,  was  at  leaft  fuificient  to  turn 
that  fo  late  harmonious  frame  of  mind 
into  a  kind  of  chaos  and  inextricable 
confufion.  Thofe  arrows  of  vexatioa 
which  the  bafe  contrivances  of  Bell- 
pine  had  levelled  againft  her  peace,  had 
hitherto  proved  unfuccefsful;  they  had 
either  miffed  their  aim,  or  flightly  glan- 
ced upon  her  without  doing  any  real 
mifchiefj  but  fhe  now  received  a  ran- 
dom ftiot,  and  from  a  hand  which  leaft 
defigned  to  hurt  her,  that  pierced  her 
tender  bofom  to  the  quick,  and  left  a 
wound  behind  which  required  a  long 
length  of  time  to  heal. 

Since  theadventureof  Celandine,  the 
ladies  had  lived  for  fome  days  in  an  un- 
interrupted fcene  of  gaietyj  every  day, 
almoft  every  hour,  brought  with  it  fome 
new  pleafureoramufement:  to  heighten 
Jenny's  fatisfaftion,  (he  had  received  a 
letter  from  Jemmy,  acquainting  her  that 
his  bufinefs  was  now  near  being  con- 
cluded, and  that  he  (hould  very  fliortly 
be  with  her  at  Bath;  he  wrote  to  her  on 
this  account  in  terms  fo  pofitive,  that 
(lie  doubled  not  but  his  next  would  in- 
form her  of  the  day  in  which  he  was  to 
fetout  from  London.  In  thatexpe6la- 
tion  fhe  fent  him  an  anfwer  full  of  ten- 
dernefs, exprefling  the  fincere  pleafure 
fhe  took  in  the  hopes  he  gave  her  of 
feeing  him  fo  fuon,  and  defiring  he 
would  not  1st  (lip  the  firft  opportunity 
that  pre.'ented  itfelf  of  fuiiiiling  his 
promife;  though,  ineff^ift,  (he  thouglit 
this  injunftion  very  needlefs  j  for  (he 
M  had 
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had  that  perfeft  confidence  in  him,  as 
to  afiure  heifelf  he  would  not  lofe  a 
fingle  moment  that  might  biing  him 
iiearer  to  her. 

But  behold  the  fwlft  vicifllludes  of 
human  affairs  ;  how  in  one  inftant  are 
the  faces  of  things  changed  to  the  reverfe 
of  what  they  were!  The  ladies  had 
been  at  a  ball,  which  detained  them  till 
very  late :  on  their  coming  home,  Jenny 
remembering  it  was  the  day  that  the 
pell  came  in,  f)ie  alked  if  no  letter  had 
been  brought  tor  her;  and  being  told 
there  was,  and  that  it  lay  upon  her  toi- 
lette, ihe  wilhedthe  ladies  a  good  night, 
and  ran  haflily  to  her  chamber  in  order 
to  perufe  the  letter,  which  flie  doubted 
not  came  from  her  dear  Jemmy,  with 
tiie  certainty  of  his  immediate  approach. 
She  was  not,  indeed,  deceived  in  the 
former  part  of  her  conjefture;  fhe  faw 
itjemmy's  hand,  and  direfled,  as  ufual, 

*  TO   MISS  JE€*AMY,  AT  EATH. 

But  what  was  her  amazement,  her 
eonfternation,  when,  breaking  the  leal, 
and  unfolding  the  paper  with  all  the 
impatience  of  the  molt  warm  afFe6lion, 
flie  found  the  contents  as  follows! 

*  DEAR    ANGEL ! 

*  TXyHEN  i  acquainted  you  with 
^  '  that  turft  engagement  which 
an  unavoidable  neceiTity  has  laid  tr,e 
under,  I  little  thought  you  would 
have  refented  it  in  the  manner  you 
now  feem  to  do;  efpecially  when  I 
aiTured  you,  with  the  utmoft  fincerity, 
that  I  would  break  from  it  as  foon  as 
I  could  find  a  pretence  to  do  it  witii 
decency;  you  might,  methinks,  have 
known  me  better  than  to  fufpect  I 
would  omit  any  thing  in  my  pov.ier 
to  haften  the  happy  minute  of  flying 
to  your  arms  with  a  heart  unencum- 
bered with  any  cares  but  thofe  of 
pleafing  you. 

*  If  you  return  thepaflion  I  have  for 
you  with  half  that  gratitude  you  have 
foenchantingly  avowed,  you  will  re- 
pent; you  nuift  by  this  time  repent  of 
the  pains  you  cannot  but  be  fenfdjle 
your  cruel  billet  has  infiicied  on  me. 
I  flatter  my.'clf  with  being  able  to  fee 
you  in  a  few  days  at  our  ufual  place 
of  meeting;  when,  if  you  are  as  Juft 
as  fair,  you  will  be  more  kind  to  him 
who  is,  with  an  uriextinguiflied  flame, 


'  my  dear  charmer,  your  moft  devoted 
'  and  faithful  feivant, 

'  J.  Jessamy. 

*  P.  S.  If  I  have  any  friends  among 
«  the  intelleaual  world,  1  fhall 
'  petition    them    to    haunt    your 

*  nightly  dreams  with  the  (hadow 
'  of   me,   till    propitious  fortune 

*  throws  the  fubftance  at  your  feet.' 

What  now  was  the  condition  of  Jen- 
ny !  SiiC  re-examined  the  feal  and  the 
hand-writing;  ihe  knew  both  too  well 
to  flatter  lierlelf  witli  a  pofiibility  of 
their  being  counterfeited;  nor  was  it  in 
her  power  to  conceive  that  the  engage- 
ment mentioned  in  the  letter  could  be 
any  other  than  that  between  herfelf  and 
Jemmy.  Where  are  the  words  that  can 
furnifh  a  defci  iption,  where  is  the  heart, 
not  under  the  fame  circumftances,  that 
can  be  truly  fenfible  of  what  (\\e  felt  ? 
Grief  and  indignation  in  thefe  firft  mo- 
ments were  ablbrbed  in  wild  aftoni/li- 
ment;  convulfions  feized  herbreafl";  her 
brain  grew  giddy;  her  eyes  dazzled, 
while  aticmp  ling  to  look  over  again  fomc 
paifages  in  this  fatal  letter;  and  her 
whole  frame  being  agitated  with  emo- 
tions too  violent  for  nature  to  fuftain, 
flie  fell  back  in  the  chair  whei-e  flie  was 
fitting,  and  every  function  ceafed  it's 
operation. 

Ker  maid,  who  was  waiting  in  her 
chamber,  perceiving  this,  flew  to  her 
aflTiilance,  threw  f^-me  lavender-water 
on  her  face,  and  at  the  fame  time  fcream- 
ed  out  for  help.  Lady  Speck  and  Mifs 
Wingman,  being  that  inrtant  coming 
up  to  their  apanment,  heard  the  cries, 
and  ran  into  the  room.  They  found 
their  fair  friend  without  any  figns  of 
breath,  and  motionlefs;  they  took  hold 
of  her  hamis,  and  felt  them  bedewed  all 
over,  as  was  her  lovely  face,  with  a  cold 
dead  damp,  like  that  of  the  laft  agonies 
of  departing  life. 

Surprized  and  frightened  beyond 
meafure,  they  cut  the  lacings  of  her 
Itays;  raifed  her  gently  forwards;  ap- 
plied hartfliorn  to  lier  noflrils  and  tem- 
ples, and  every  other  remedy  they  could 
think  of;  till  at  length,  either  through 
their  endeavours,  or  the  force  of  nature 
labouring  for  itfelf,  flie  recovered  by 
degrees,  opened  htr  eyes,  and  uttered 
fome  words,  whicli,  though  inarticu-  . 
late,  rejoiced  their  hearts. 

Realign  and  recolletJlion,  hov^^ever, 
were   not  as  yet  returned  j  and  Lady 
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Speck  finding  her  diforder  dill  conti- 
nued very  violent,  thought  proper,  late 
as  it  then  was,  to  fend  for  a  phyfician; 
and  in  the  mean  time  both  ftic  and  her 
filler,  as  well  as  their  women-fervants, 
who  were  called  In,  affifted  in  putting 
her  into  bed,  where  (lie  was  no  fooner 
laid  than  (he  grew  better:  not  only  her 
voice,  but  her  fenfes  alfo  were  enough 
reftored  to  thank,  the  ladies  for  the  trou- 
ble they  had  taken;  and  to  tell  them, 
in  order  to  conceal  the  real  caufe,  that 
ihe  believed  her  diforder  was  occafioned 
by  her  having  danced  too  much  that 
night. 

The  phyfician  being  come,  (lie  not- 
withftanding  fufFered  him  to  feel  her 
pulfe,  and  promifed  to  follow  his  pre- 
fcription,  whicli  was  only  a  compofing 
draught  for  that  night;  though  he  de- 
parted not  without  giving  fome  items 
that  his  advice  would  be  neceffary  next 
day.  The  ladies,  after  having  feen  her 
take  the  dofe  prepared  for  her,  retired, 
and  left  herto  the  care  of  her  own  maid 
and  Lady  Speck's  woman,  who  both 
fat  by  her  bed-fide  the  whole  remainder 
of  the  night. 


CHAP.     VI. 

TREATS  OF  MANY  THINGS  AS  UN- 
EXPECTED BY  THE  PERSONS 
CONCERNED  IN  THEM,  AS  THEY 
CAN  BE  BY  THE  READER.  HIM- 
SELF. 

LADY  Speck  and  herfifterhad  no 
fooner  quitted  Jenny's  chamber 
than  (he  fell  into  a  profound  fleep; 
whether  owing  to  the  goodnefs  cf  her 
cunftiiution,  the  doctor's  prefcription, 
or  the  fatigue  (he  had  undergone,  is 
uncertain,  hut  (lie  awoke  next  morn- 
ins  grearly  refrefhed,  and  much  more 
fo'iii  fpiriis  i;han  could  have  been  ex- 
pef^ed. 

She  now  called  to  mind  all  the  par- 
ticulars that  ha  i  occafioned  her  late  dif- 
order; and  remembering  (lie  had  not 
put  up  the  letter,  ordered  it  (hould  be 
looked  for  and  brought  to  her:  the 
maid  fearched  carefully  about  the  room; 
it  being  no  where  to  be  found,  Ihe  con- 
cluded that  fomebody  muft  have  taken 
it  away,  and  by  th^t  means  a  fecret 
would  be  divulged  which  (he  had  much 


rather  (hould  have  been  eternally  con- 
cealed. 

But  as  this  fuggeftion  was  only  a 
fudden  ftart  of  female  pride,  of  which 
(he  had  as  fnall  a  (hare  as  any  of  her 
fcx,  her  good  underftanding  eafily  got 
the  better  of  it.  '  I  think,' faid  (lie  to 
herfelf,  '  the  unfaithful  man  called  his 

*  engagement  with  me  a  curfed  engage- 

*  ment,  and  promifed  to  break  it  off:  if 

*  fo,  the  difcovery  muft  be  made  fome 

*  time  or  other;  it  is  therefore  of  little 

*  importance  when  or  by  what  means 

*  his  perfidioufnefs  is  revealed.' 

She  was  not  miftaken,  indeed;  the 
letter  had  dropped  from  her  hand  as  (lie 
fainted.  Mifs  Wingman,  duiing  the 
confufion,  feeing  a  paper  lie  on  the 
floor,  took  it  up;  and  finding  Jemmy's 
name  fubfcribed,  was  curious  to  know 
the  contents,  and  for  that  purpofe  put 
it  into  her  pocket  without  any  one  ob- 
ferving  what  (he  did.  She  kept  not 
from  her  fifter  the  knowledge  of  the 
petty  larceny  (lie  had  committed;  and 
as  foon  as  they  were  alone  together, 
read  it  carefully  over,  examined  every 
fentence,  and  made  their  own  reflefticns 
upon  the  whole;  which,  prejudiced  as 
they  were  with  a  belief  of  Jemmy's  in- 
conftancy,  were  yet  lefs  unfavourable 
to  him  in  this  point  than  thofe  of  his 
offended  miltrefs. 

They  were,  however,  extremely  in- 
cenfed  againft  Jemmy;  and,  fincerely 
pitying  the  cafe  of  their  friend,  refolved 
to  fay  and  do  every  thing  they  could  to 
foften  her  affliftion.  It  being  near 
morning  wiien  they  went  to  rell,  the 
day  was  very  far  advanced  before  they 
arofe;  but  they  had  no  fooner  quitted 
their  beds  than  they  repaired  direftly 
to  Jenny's  chamber,  and  found  her 
much  lefs  difconfolate  than  they  had 
imaujined. 

As  that  young  lady  doubted  not  but 
it  was  either  Lady  Speck  or  her  fifter 
who  had  taken  away  her  letter,  or  at 
leaft  fome  perlbn  who  would  not  fail  of 
communicating  it  to  them,  (he  had  de- 
termined, before  they  came,  in  what 
manner  (he  would  behave  on  the  occa- 
fion.  The  fifters,  on  their  part,  were 
not  altogether  Co  well  prepared;  they 
expefled  net  that  (he  was  as  yet  in  a 
condition  to  endure  much  difcourfe, 
efpecially  on  [o  tender  and  critical  a 
point;  they  thought  it  would  be  time 
enough  to  entertain  her  on  tliat  head 
M  %  when 
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when  the  firft  fliock  of  her  misfoittine 
fliould  be  over,  and  had  not  therefore 
well  confidered  how  to  break  their 
knowledge  of  it  to  her. 

This  caution  in  them  was  certainly 
very  prudent,  as  well  as  very  kind;  but 
Jenny  had  too  much  fplrit  and  refolu- 
tion  not  to  render  it  unnecefTary.  On 
their  entrance  (he  darted  up  in  her  bed, 
and    faid  to  them   with   a   fmile— *  I 

*  guefled,  ladies,  that  your  good-na- 

*  tyre  woujd  bring  you  hither;  (o  was 

*  juft  going  to  rife,  that  you  might  be 

*  fpared  the  trouble.' 

«  I  am  very  glad,'  replied  Lady 
Speck,  '  to  find  that  a  diforder  which 

*  feemed  to  threaten  the  word  confe- 
«  quences  is  likely  to  go  off  fo  well: 
'  but,  my  dear  Mifs  JelTamy,  I  would 

*  not  have  you  think  of  leaving  your 

*  bed  till  your  health  is  a  little  farther 
V_re-eftablifhed.  I  will  order,'  added 
flie,  '  breakfaft  to  be  brought  in  here; 

*  and,  after  that,  would  fain  perfuade 

*  you  to  take  fome  repofe.' 

The  maid  then  going  out  of  the 
room  to  fetch  the  utenfils  for  break- 
fall — '  Inftead  of  this  goodiiefs,  Ma- 

*  dam,'    faid   Jenny,    '  your  ladyfnip 

*  ought  latiier  to  chide  me  fov  my  folly. 

*  The  inconftancy  and  ingratitude  of 

*  mankind  are  not  things  fo  new  and 

*  iliange  to   juftify  that  furprize  and 

*  confuhon  I  was  laft  night  involved 
«  in.' 

They  looked  on  each  other  at  thefe 
words,  but  made  no  anfwer;  on  which 
Jenny  went  on — '   I   am   very  fenfible, 

*  ladies,'  purfucd  (he,  •  that  neither  of 

*  yo.i  are  unacijuainted  with  the  caufe 

*  of  my  diforder:  the  letter  I  received 

*  laft  night  has  informed  you  of  alf; 

*  nor  am  I  lorry  it  has  done  what  my 

*  tongue  might  have  faltered  in  per- 
'  forming.' 

•  Since   I    have  your  pardon,    my 
<  dear,'    replied  Mifs   Wingman,    '  I 

*  fliail  make  no  fcruple  to  confefs  the 

*  theft  which   my  curioiity  made  me 

*  guilty  of;  and  I  am  the  more  ready 

*  to   excufe  myfelf   for  what  I   have 

*  done,  as   I  am  apt  to  think  that  the 

*  knowledge  my  fifter  and    I   have  of 

*  this  affair  may  enable  us  to  give  you 

*  fome  confolation  under  it.' 

'  Yes,  my  dear  Mifs  JelTamy,'  re- 
joined Lady  Speck;  '  you  mult  believe 

*  that,  though  greatly  interelted  in  all 

*  that  concerns  you,  our  ^^l^nds  were 

*  if^s  difconcerL(;d  than  yours  muft  na- 


*  turally  be  on  reading  that  epiftle;  and 
'  confequently  were   in  a  better  capa- 

*  city  of  judging,  and  feeing  into  the 
'  heart  of  him  who  wrote  it.' — '  And 

*  what   can  you    fee  there.    Madam,' 
cried  Jenny  haftily,  *  but  the  molt  vile 

*  ingratitude  and  perfidioufnefs  ?' — '  I 
'  am  going  about,'  faid  that  lady,  '  not 

*  to  palliate  his  crimen;   but  I  think  it 

*  is  your  duty  to  thank  Heaven,  that 

*  by  this   incident  of  his  dire6ting  to 

*  you  what  was  doubtlefs  intended  for 

*  anotlier,  you  are  convinced  how  un- 

*  worthy  he  is  of  your  affeftion.' 

'  Befides,'  cried  Mifs  Wingman, 
perceiving  Jenny  fighed,  and  made  no 
anfwer  to  what  Lady  Speck  had  faid, 
'  methinks  it  fiiould  pleafeyou  to  find, 

*  that  if  Mr.  JelTamy  has  flighted  you 

*  for  the  fake  of  Mils  Chit,  he  flights 

*  her  alio  for  fome  other;  and  flie  has 
'  no  lefs  reafon  to  condemn  him  than 

*  yourfelf.' 

*  Do  you  not  think,  then,  that  the 

*  letter  was  meant  for  her?'  demanded 
Jenny  haltily.  '  No^  indeed,'  lefum- 
ed  Lady  Speck ;  '  nor  will  you,  when 

*  you  confider  more  coolly  on  the  mat- 
'  ter,  believe  that  any  man,  much  lefs 
'  one  fo  polite  as  Mr.  JeflTamy,  would 

*  write  in  fuch  a  llile  and  manner  to  a 

*  woman  he  intended  for  a  wife.  This 
'  woman,'  purfued  fhe,  '  is  rather  fome 

*  petty  miftrefs,  whom  chnnce  may  have 
'  thrown  in  his  way.'  On  tliis  Mifs 
Wingman,  after  having  urged  foine- 
thing  in  defence  of  what  her  fifter  had 
faid,  returned  the  letter  to  Jenny,  de- 
firing  ftiewouhl  examine  it  again,  and 
then  tell  them  how  farlhe  thought  their 
opinion  of  it  was  unrcafonable  or  im- 
probable. 

Jenny  obeyed  this  injunction  with  a 
great  deal  of  readinels;  and  after  hiv- 
ing paufed  for  fome  moments  on  what 
fhe  had  read— '  I  confefs,  ladies,' faid 
file,  '  that  the  freedom  Mr.  JeflTamy 
'  takes  with  this  woman  islittlcbecoin- 
'  ing  of  an  honourable  paffion;  but  the 

*  more  bale  his  inclinations  are,  the 

*  more  reafon  I  have  to  refent  hefliouJd 

*  attempt  a  gratification  of  them  at  tlie 
'  expence  of  that  refpeft  due  from  him 
'  to  the  engagement  be  has  with  me.' 

•  Men  will  lay  any  thing  to  gain 
'  their  point  this  way,'  faid  Lady  Speck 
laughing;  '  and  if  hereafter  you  Ihall 
'  find   no  greater  caule  of  coinplaint 

*  againft  him  than  what  this  letter  gives 

*  you,  I  fhoyl'i  al'.nyft  pity  his  inad- 

*  vertencj 
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«  vertency  in  expofing  his'  folly  to  the 

*  only  vvomnn  from  whom  it  moft  be- 

*  hoved  him  to  have  concealed  it.' 
Juft   as  (he  had   tnded   thefe  words, 

tea  and  chocolate  were  brought  in';  af- 
ter which,  as  the  maids  were  prefent, 
no  farther  dircourfe  paff^d  upon  this 
fubjeft.  When  breakfaft  was  over,  the 
ladies  retired  in  order  to  drefs,  but  not 
without  conjuring  Jenny  to  lie  ftill, 
and  endeavour  to  take  a  little  more  re- 
pofe:  flie  promifed  to  comply,  but  had 
nothing  lefs  in  her  head,  being  glad  to 
be  alone,  and  at  liberty  to  make  her  own 
refleiSlions  on  an  event  which  had  oc- 
cafioned  fo  great  a  change  both  in  her 
fentiments  and  humour. 

As  (lie  had  imagined,  in  the  firft 
hurry  of  her  fpirits  on  the  receipt  of  this 
letter,  that  it  was  in  reality  wrote  to 
Mils  Chit,  and  a  demonltrative  proof 
of  the  truth  of  all  that  had  been  told 
her  on  that  account  by  Lady  Speck  and 
Mifs  Wingman,  it  was  no  inconfide- 
rable  alleviation  of  htr  trouble,  to  be 
row  pretty  well  convinced,  thatinftead 
of  making  his  honourable  addreffcs  to 
a  woman  of  condition,  he  was  only 
amufing  himfelf  with  an  t^fFiir  of  gal- 
lantry, a  thing  not  much  to  be  won- 
dered at  in  a  gentleman  of  his  years  and 
gny  difpofition ;  and  her  good  fenfe 
would,  doubtlefs,  have  enabled  her  to 
forgive  it,  but  for  the  promife  heftem- 
ed  lo  have  made  to  this  newobjeft  of 
his  flame,  of  breaking  through  all  en- 
gagements, that  he  might  devote  him- 
felf entirely  to  her. 

This,  in  a  man  whom  (he  had  al- 
ways looked  upon  and  regarded  as  her 
fecond  felf,  appeared  fo  treafcherous 
and  ungrateful,  that  refentment  got  the 
better  of  all  the  tendernefs  ihe  once  had 
for  him,  and  made  her  refolve  to  take 
him  at  his  word,  and  be  the  fir(t  to  re- 
leafe  him  from  thofe  engagements  he 
had  treated  in  fo  unworthy  a  manner. 

Thus  did  the  greatnefs  of  her  fpirit 
refufe  to  yield  to  theimpulfe  of  grief; 
(lie  got  out  of  bed,  in  fpite  of  all  the 
entreaties  of  her  maiil  to  the  contrary, 
put  on  hercloaths,  locked  fafelyup  the 
proof  of  her  lover's  infidelirv  in  a  little 
cafket  where  (he  kept  her  jewels,  and 
would  even  have  gone  down  into  the 
dining-room  as  uluql,  but  found  her 
limbs  too  weak  to  obey  the  dittates  of 
her  will;  (hethrew  herfclf  into  an  eafy- 
chair,  and  remained  therefor  fometinne, 
in  alituationof  mindwhich  only  tl^oie 
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of  my  fair  readers  who  have  expe- 
rienced fomewhat  like  the  fame,  can  be 
capable  of  conceiving. 

She  was  in  a  deep  reverie  when  the 
ladies  returned  to  her  chaiiiber :  (he 
fpoke  cheai fully  to  them;  yet  ihcy 
plainly  faw,  through  all  the  vivacity 
(he  affumed,  that  a  heavy  melanchoiy 
had  feated  itftlf  upon  her  heart.  They 
would  not  therefore  leave  her  :  they  or- 
dered dinner  to  be  ferved  up  in  tliat 
room;  and,  when  it  was  over,  cailesl 
for  a  pack  of  cards,  and  obliged  her  to 
make  one  at  ombre. 

Thev  had  played  but  a  very  (Iiort 
time  before  a  (ervant  acquainted  the 
two  ladies  that  a  man  w.is  below  who 
faid  his  name  was  Lantiy  ;  that  he  was 
juft  come  fiom  London,  and  hid 
brought  letters  of  the  utmoft  import- 
ance, which  he  was  charged  to  deliver 
the  moment  of  his  arrival. 

'  Blefs  me  1  my  mother's  fteward  !* 
cried  Lady  Speck.  *  Grant,  Heaven,* 
rejoined  Mils  Wingman,  'that  no  hurt 
'  has  happened  to  her  lady(hip!'  'with 
thefe  words  thev  threw  the  cnr-s  out 
of  their  hands,  and  ran  immediately 
down  (fairs. 

Jennv,  who  at  another  time  would 
have  been  anxious  for  any  thing  that 
concerned  her  friend,  was  now  too 
much  engro(red  with  her  own  affairs  to 
give  much  regard  to  the  exclamations 
thefe  ladies  had  made,  and  returned  to 
thofe  re(lf6fIons  t!iey  had  endeavoured 
to  divert  her  from. 

It  was  not  long,  however,  before  they 
both  came  back,  and  with  countenances 
which  denoted  tlie  moll:  extixme  fur- 
prize,  '  Well,  Mifs  JefTimy/  faid  the 
younger,  '  I  have  dene  my  beft  to  con- 
'  fble  you;  you  may  now  do  the  fame 
'  kind  office  to  me:  all  men  are  alike 
'  perfidious;  there  is,  'faith,  no  honour 
'   ill  the  whole  fcx.' 

'  Aye,  my  dear,'  cried  Lady  Speck, 

*  fuch  a  mnnllroiis  piece  of  villainy  is 
'  come  to  light,  as,  when  you  hear, 
'  will  make  you  forget  every  thing  bcr 
'  fides.' — '  All  that  you  can  g\iefs  is 
'  nothing  to  it,'  refuaied  Mifs  Wing- 
man;  '  but  I  will  keep  you  no  longer 
'  in  fufpenfe.  You  muft  know  that  I 
'  have  ju'il  received  two  letters;  the  one 
'  from  inv  guardian.  Sir  Thomas  Wel- 
'  by,  and  the  other  from  ray  mammaj 

*  (he  would    not  truft  the   intelligence 

*  they  contained  by  the  pyft,  for  fear  of 
'  a  nji('carriage,  butfcnt  her  own  ftew- 
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«  ard  on  purpofe  to  me:  you  fhall  hear 
*  tliem  l)otli;   I   will  begin  with  that 
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'  TO  MISS  WINGMAN,  AT  BATH. 

'   MY   DEAR   CHILD, 

*  T  Cannot  TutEcientlyexprefsthetrou- 
^  '  ble  I  am  under  on  account  of  Lord 

•Hurtley's  bafenefs;  the  intelligence 
'  of  which  I  firft  received  from  ourgood 

*  friend  Sir  Thomas  Welby,  and  am 

*  fince  but  too  much  confirmed  in  the 

*  truth  of  it  by  foine  enquiries  myfelf 

I  Thank.  Heaven  for  putting  it  in  my     '  has  been  at  the  paius  tonnke.  I  muft 
'  power  to  difcoverto  you,  I  hope     <  confefsitwas  with  difficulty  I  liften- 
time  enoui'^h  to  prevent  your  ruin,  as     *  ed  to  any  reports  to  his  prejudice;  I 


*  from  Sir  Thomas.' 

She  then   took  the  letter  (he   men- 
tioned out  of  her  pocket,  and  read  as 

tollows. 

*  TO  MISS  WINGMAN,  AT  BATH. 
'    DEAR   MISS, 

Thank  Heaven  for  putting  it  in  my 


wicked  a  defign  as  ever  entered  the 
heart  of  the  nioft  prolligate  of  our  fex 
to  attempt  againft  the  innocence  of 
yours. 

'  I  am  afhamed  to  think  that  a  noble- 
man of  Lord  Huntley'sbirthand  per- 
fonal  endowments  can  be  capable  of 
«  defcending  to  fuch  a  low  piece  of  vil- 
lainy; yet'fo  it  is.  I  cr.n  affureyou, 
my  dear  f-lifs,  that  nothing  is  more 
certain  than  that  he  is  already  mar- 
ried. His  lady,  I  believe,  is  but 
latelv  come  fom  Ireland,  and  is  at 
prefent  lodged  at  the  houfe  of  a  par- 
ticularfriend  of  mine!  I  both  law  and 
fpoke  to  her  ladyfiiip,  under  the  pre- 
tence of  having  fonie  bufinefs  with 
my  lord  J  (he  tcid  nie  he  was  not  in 
town,  which  indeed  I  very  well  knew, 
having  been  informed  he  had  followed 

*  you  down  to  Bath.     There  are,  be- 

*  fides  this,  many  other  circumftances 

*  to  evince  the  truth;  but  as  they  aie 
too  numerous,  and  too  long,  to  be  in- 
ferted  in  the  compafs  of  a  letter,  I 
fl)all  defer  giving  ynu  the  detail  of 
them  till  I  have  the  pleafure  of  fee- 
ing you.  My  advice  to  you  is,  that 
you  put  it  not  in  the  power  of  this 
unworthy  lord  to  deceive  you  any  far- 
ther, but  return  immediately  to  Lon- 
don. Lady  Wingii.an  is  of  the  fame 
opinion;  but  as  this  letter  will  be  ac- 
companied with  one  from  herfeif,  I 
doubt  not  but  it  will  have  all  the  cf- 
feti  it  ought  to  have  on  your  beha- 
viour. I  am,  with  the  bell  wifiies, 
my  dear  charge,  your  very  affef^ion- 
at'e  friend,  and  mo<l  humble  fervant, 

«  T.  Welby.' 


Jenny  had  no  time  to  exprefs  any  part 
of  her  fentiments  on  this  occafion. 
Mifs  Wingman  had  no  fboner  ended 
her  guardian's  cpiltle,  than  (lie  pro- 
ceeded to  that  from  her  motherj  the 
^o^itents  whereof  were  thelc. 


could  not  tell  how  to  believe  fuch  foul 
deceit  could  be  couched  under  a  form 
fo  feemingly  adorned  with  every  vir- 
tue, as  well  as  every  accompliHiment 
befittinghis  birth.  But,  my  dear  Kit- 
ty,we  are  neverfoeafily  beguiled  as  by 
the  appearance  of  honour  and  finceri- 
ty.  I  tremble  to  think  to  what  dangers 
you  are  expofed,  while  fufreringyour- 
ie!f  to  be  entertained  with  theinfinu- 
ating  addreffesof  a  man  whocan  mean 
nothing  but  to  involve  you  in  eternal 
wretchednefs;   I   conjure  you   there- 
fore, I  command  you   by  all  the  au- 
thority I  have  over  you,  never  to  lee 
him  more;  toQy  his  prefenceas  a  fer- 
pent  that  watches  to  blaft  your  peace 
and   reputation  with  his  envenomed 
breath.      I  hr.ve  fent  Landy  on  pur- 
pofe to  bring  you  this,  and  to  atten;} 
you  to  London;  and  hope   you  will 
not  detain  him  any  longer  than  is  ne- 
celTary  for  your  getting  ready  to  let 
out.      Farewell    That    Heaven    may 
have   you  always  under  it's  protec- 
tion, is  the  unceafmg  prayer  of,  my 
dear  child,  your  inoltaffcflionale  mo- 
ther, 

•  K.  V/lNGMAN. 
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S.  T  am  not  in  a  condition  to 
write  to  your  filter,  but  defue 
you  will  give  my  blefllng  to  her  ; 
and  let  her  know,  that  if  (lie 
flays  behind  you  at  Bath,  as  I 
fuppofe  (he  will,  ll>e  may  expe6t 
to  hear  from  me  in  a(hort  time. 
In  the  prelent  confufion  of  my 
thoughts,  1  had  almoft  forgot  my 
compliments  to  Mifs  Jefiamy, 
wliich  pray  make  acceptable  to 
her.' 


Jenny  could  fcarce  find  words  to  ex- 
prel's  heradonifliment  at  what  (hehcarci, 
(he  could  not  tell  how  to  think  Lord 
Huntley  guilty  in  the  manner  he  was 
lepieientedj  and  yet  could  iefs  believj 
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tbat  Sir  Thomas  Welby  and  Lady 
Wingman,  who  flie  knew  liad  always 
favoured  his  pretcnfions,  would  write 
as  they  had  done  without  having  unde- 
niable proofs  of  the  juftice  of  their  ac- 
cu  fa  lion. 
'  The  three  ladies  had  a  long  conver- 
fation  together,  the  evenf  of  which  will 
be  feea  in  the  fucceeding  chapter. 


CHAP.     VIT. 

CONTAINS  A  BRIEF  RECITAL  OF 
THE  RESOLUTIONS  TAKEN  ON 
THE    FOREGOING   ADVICE. 

AMONG  the  many  who  made 
their  addrefles  to  Mifs  Wingman, 
thete  was  none  who  had  been  To  likely 
tofucceed  asLordHuntley:fliererpe6led 
him  fo  well,  that  had  the  information 
againft  him  come  from  any  other  hands 
than  thofe  it  did,  file  wonld  not  have 
given  the  leaft  credit  to  it;  but  {he  loved 
him  rot  enough  to  rejeft  t!".e  admoni- 
tions of  her  friends,  or  to  make  her 
hefitate  one  moment  if  (he  (hould  be- 
lieve him  guilty,  or  refufe  to  condemn 
a  perfon  whom  they  had  found  worthy 
of  it. 

Gay  as  iTie  was  by  nature,  fhe  tefti- 
fied  not  the  leaft  reluftance  to  obey  the 
commands  of  her  mother  in  quitting 
Bath, and  all  it's  pleafuresjand  leColved 
to  do  {o  without  feeing  Lord  Huntley 
before  (he  went,  or  being  at  the  pains 
of  reproaching  him  with  the  crime  he 
■was  accuftd  of. 

But  as  (lie  feemed  a  little  defirous 
that  he  fliould  fome  way  or  other  be 
made  acquainted  with  her  knowledge 
of  his  perfidioufnefs,  and  thought  it  as 
great  an  infringement  of  her  mother's 
orders  to  write  as  to  fpeak  to  him  any 
more,  Lady  Speck  was  fo  obliging  as 
to  tell  her  ihe  would  take  that  talk  up- 
on herfelf  at  his  next  vifit. 

Nor  was  it  by  this  alone  (lie  proved 
the  affcflion  (he  had  for  her  lifter.  '  As 

*  you  wereentrufted  to  my  care  by  my 

*  mother,'faid(lie,'onourcomingdpvvn 

*  to  Bath,  I  am  very  loth  to  part  with 

*  you  till  I  have  feen  you  fafe  again  in 

*  her  arms;   therefore,'  connnued  ftie, 

*  if  Mifs  Jeffamy  confents,  I  diould  be 

*  glad  to  return  all  together  to  London 

*  iii  the  fame  manner  as  we  left  it.' 
Nothing  could  have  been  more  agree- 


able to  Jenny  than  this  propofah  (lie 
was  not  nov/  in  a  condition  to  re!i(h  the 
pleafures  of  Batli,  and  longed  very 
much  to  return  to  a  place  where  perfons 
are  at  liberty  either  to  fee  all  the  world, 
or  to  live  perfe6^1y  retired,  as  Uiits  be(V 
v/ith  their  humour  or  circumftances. 

'  I  am  charmed  v^fith  your  ladyfliip's 
'  deTign,'  cried  'he;  '  I  could  not  have 

*  been  eafy  to  have  feen  Mifs  Wing- 

*  man  torn  from  us  in  this  manner, 
'  efpecially  on  an  occafion  which  could 
'  not  afford  her  any  pleafing  ideas  for 
'  the  companions  of  her  journey.' 

MifsWingman  made  many  acknow- 
ledgments to  them  both  for  this  kind 
offer,  but  at  (iift  refuled  to  accept  it. 

*  I  think  myfeif  happy,'  faid  (lie,  <  in 

*  the  teftimony  you  give  mt  of  your 

*  good-nature  and  friendfliip  towards 
'  me;  but  I  cannot  fufter  you  to  think 
'  of    leaving   this    place    jurt    in  the 

*  height  of  the  feafon,  and  returning  to 
'  London,  which  is  now  a  perfeiS  wil- 
'  dernefs,  merely  becaufe  I  am  obliged 
'  to  go  thither  by  a  duty  which  I  caa- 
'  not  difpenfe  with.' 

It  is  not  to  be  fuppofed  reafonable 
tliat  this  young  lady  was  much  in  ear- 
neft  in  what  (lie  laid  on  this  fcorej  the 
others,  however,  were  too  fincere  to 
take  her  at  her  word;  and  it  was  at  laft 
agreed,  that  they  (hould  all  fet  out  to- 
gether as  foon  as  every  thing  could  be 
got  ready  for  their  departure. 

No  company  happening  to  come  In, 
they  parted  the  whole  evening  in  Jen- 
ny's chamber;  where  the  converfation 
turning  chiefly  on  the  communication  of 
Lord  Huntley's  marriage,  it  fuddenly 
came  into  Lady  Speck's  head,  that  it 
would  be  better  for  her  to  exprels  her 
fentiments  on  that  occafion  by  a  letter, 
than  by  holding  any  difcouife  with  a 
man  whom  (he  could  fcarce  think  up- 
on with  any  tolerable  degree  of  pa- 
tience. 

Mifs  Wingman  approving  of  her 
intention,  her  ladyfliip  took  Jenny's 
ftandifh,  and  immediately  wrote  to  hiia 
in  the  following  terms. 

*    TO  LORD  HUNTLEY. 

'   MY    LORD, 

'   tT  IS  with  an  infinity  of  aftoniiTi- 
■*■  '  ment,  and  little  lefs  concern,  that 

*  I  find  yovir  iordfliip's  propofal  of  an 

*  alliance  with  our  family,  inllead  of 

«  an 


^6 


JEMMY    AND    JENNY    JESSAMY. 


nn  honour,  is  the  greated  r.ffront  that 
could  nofllhly  he  ofTerecl  to  it.  I 
thougin  my  iiftei's  birili,  fortune, 
and  character,  had  fet  her  above  be- 
ing attempted  to  be  made  the  dupe 
either  of  a  vicious  inclination  or  viii- 
nisaning  gillnntry  ;  for  to  what  elfe, 
than  to  gratify  one  or  the  other  of 
thefe  propenfities,  can  tend  the  ad- 
drffles  of  a  peifon  who  has  already 
difpofed  of  himfelf  to  anotlier  ? 
•  Tiiis,  my  lord,  is  fufficient  to  con- 
vince yon  that  we  are  perfeftly  well 
acquainted  with  your  marriage :  af- 
ter which  I  canrrut  fuppofe  you  will 
even  think  oi  continuing  yourvifits; 
theonly  reparation  you  can  make  for 
a  proceeding  fo  unworthy  of  you  be- 
ing to  fhun,  henceforward,  the  pre- 
fence  of  mv  mucli-injured  fifter,  and 
alfo  of  all  thofe  who  have  any  intcrefl: 
in  her  happinefs  or  reputation ;  a- 
mong  the  number  of  whom,  you  can- 
not douht,  is  lier  who  is  forry  to  fub- 
fcribe  heifelf,  my  lord,  your  lord- 
fliip's  ill-treated  i'ervant, 

'  M.  Speck.' 


This,  after  having  fhewn  it  to  Mifs 
Wingman  and  Jenny  for  their  appro- 
bation, flie  fent  by  a  fervant,  to  be  left 
for  Lord  Huntley  ;  but  that  nobleman 
coming  not  heme  till  very  late,  could 
do  nothing  in  the  affair  that  night. 
E^riy  the  next  morning  Lady  Speck 
received  a  billet  from  him,  containing 
thefe  lines. 

'  TO   LADV  SPECK. 

*  MADAM, 

*  T  Received  yours  with  more  aftonilh- 
-  *  nient  than  you  could  be  capable- 
of  feeling  at  the  motive  which  in- 
duced yotir  ladyfiiip  to  write  to  me 
in  the  manner  you  did.  So  bafe,  and 
withal  fo  ridiculous,  n  calumny, 
vvould  have  merited  only  my  con- 
tempt, bad  it  not  reached  the  ears  of 
pcrfons  for  whom  I  have  the  greateft 
reverence.  Nothing  is  more  eafy  than 
for  me  to  clear  my  innocence  in  this 
matter;  but,  as  I  cannot  bear  to  ap- 
pear, tven  for  one  moment,  guilty  in 
the  eyes  of  my  dear  adorable  Mifs 
Wingnvin,  1  beg  your  ladyfliip  will 
give  me  the  opportunity  of  juftifying 
mylelf  by  letting  me  know  the  name 
of  my   uccuferj    that    villain   who. 


*  while  he  ftabs  in  the  back,  reaches 
'  my  heait.  In  confidence  of  your 
'   ladyfhjp's  generofity  in  this  point,  I 

*  will   wait   on   you   as  foon  as  I  am 

*  dreffed  ;  promifing,  at  the  fame  time, 
'  to  intrude  no  more  till  this  cruel  af- 

*  peifion  is  removed,  and  I  /hall  be 
'   found  to  be,  what  I  truly  am,  a  man 

*  of  honour;  and,  with  the  moft  pro- 

*  found  refpeft.  Madam,  your  lady- 

*  fliip's  molt  humble  and  molt  obedient 

*  liervant, 

«  Huntley.' 

The  two  fifters,  who  had  imagined 
be  would  have  been  too  much  (hocked 
at  the  deteftion  of  his  crime  to  have 
gone  about  to  deny  it,  or  to  excufe  it, 
cried  out,  that  he  had  an  unparalleled 
affurance  ;  that  to  behave  in  this  man- 
ner was  an  aggravation  of  his  guilt  j 
and  proved  his  foul  as  mean  and  ab- 
ject as  his  principles  were  corrupt  and 
bafe. 

But  Jenny,  who  was  always  ready 
to  think  the  beft,  and,  befides,  had  the 
eyes  of  her  reafon  lefs  obfcured  by  paf- 
fion,  began  immediately  to  entertain 
more  favourable  fentiments  :  flie  found 
ibmething  in  this  letter  which,  in  fpite 
of  all  the  appearances  againlt  him, 
made  her  believe  there  was  a  poflibility 
of  his  being  wronged.  She  could  not 
forbear  communicating  her  opinion  to 
to  the  ladies  ;  and  urged  in  the  defence 
of  it  thefe  arguments. 

'  Lord  Huntley  is  a  man  of  fenfe,' 
faid  Ibe  ;  '  and,  if  he  was  fo  wicked  as 

*  to  be  capable  of  acting  in  tlie  manner 
'  that  has  been  repreiented,  he  could 

*  not  be  fo  ftupidly  weak  as  to  defire  a 
'  farther  explanation  of  it ;  certainly 
'  he   would   rather   be  filent  on   that 

*  head  :  if  guilty,  what  would  his  pre- 

*  tenfions    to    innocence    avail  ?    His 

*  making  any  noife  in  relation  to  a  faft 

*  which,    if  true,   may    be   fo  plainly 

*  proved,  would  only  i'erveto  make  his 

*  ciiminal  defigns  more  confpicuous, 

*  and  expofe  his  villainy  to  thole  who 
'  otherwife  mi^ht  hear  nothintr  of  it.' 

'  All  this  is  very  true,  my  dear,'  re- 
plied Lady  Speck  ;  *  but  yet  there  are 

*  fome  men   who  have  had  the  impu- 

*  dence  and  folly  not  only  to  court, 

*  but  even    aiSlually    marry,  a  lecond 

*  wife,  while  tlie  former  has  been  iiv- 

*  ing  ;  and  perhaps,  too,  at  lefs  diitance 

*  than,  it  is  likely,  Lady  Huntley  was 

•  when 


JEMMY    AND    JENNY    JESSAMV. 


97 


^  when  he  fiift  made  his  addrafles  to  my 
«  fjfter.' 

♦  It  will  not  enter  into  my  head  that 

*  Lord  Huntley  is  one  of  thefe  ;  nor 

*  can  I  think  it  quite  juft  that  a  man 

*  (l)oul<{  be  abfolutely  condemned  with- 

*  out  a  fair  trial,  or  even  knowing  by 

*  whom  he  is  accufed.' 

Lady  Speck  paul'ed  a  little  on  thefe 
•words  ;  and  then  laid,  that,  as  (he  was 
certain  Sir  Thomas  Welby  would  not 
fo  pofitively  affert  a  thing,  the  truth  of 
which  he  was  not  well  affured  of,  (he 
was  half  inclined  to  grant  Lord  Hunt- 
ley's requeft,  though  it  were  only  the 
more  to  confound  him. 

Scarce  had  (he  done  fpeaking  in  this 
manner,  when  her  woman  came  into 
the  room,  and  told  her  that  Lord  Hunt- 
ley's fervant,  who  had  brought  the  let- 
ter, and  had  waited  all  this  time  for  an 
anfwer,  begged  to  know  if  her  ]ady(hip 
had  any  commands  to  fend  by  him  ; 
to  which,  after  a  (hort  confideration, 
flie  replied  — '  Yes  \  he  may  tell  his  lord 
«  that  I  (hall  be  at  home.' 

Mifs  Wingman  had  not  opened  her 
mouth  during  this  whole  debate;  but 
now  (hewed,  by  her  countenance,  that 
flie  was  not  difpleafed  at  the  refult ; 
and,  it  is  highly  probable,  felt  more 
impatience  than  (he  thought  proper  to 
exprefs  for  what  (hould  pals  in  this  im- 
portant interview. 

CHAP.     VIIT. 

SERVES  ONLY  TO  RENDER  THE 
CAUSE  MORE  INTRICATE,  AND 
INVOLVE  THE  PARTIES  CON- 
CERNED IN  IT  IN  FRESH  PER- 
PLEXITIES. 

LADY  Speck  had  given  orders 
that,  v/hen  Lord  Huntley  came, 
he  (hould  be  admitted,  but  not  farther 
than  the  parlour.  It  would  have  been 
pleafant  enough  for  any  one  to  have 
obferved  the  meeting  of  thefe  two  :  he 
approached  her  with  a  profound  re- 
verence, but  with  a  referve  which  had 
fomething  in  it  very  near  akin  to  re- 
fentraentj  (he  returned  his  falutation 
with  an  air  alldiftant  and  aulicre;  and 
they  ftood  looking  upon  one  another  for 
the  fpace  of  near  half  a  minute  without 
fpeaking. 

Lady  Speck  was  the  firft  that  broke 


(ilence:  '  I  did  not  expeiSl,  my  lord,* 
faid  (lie,  <  that  your  lord(hip  would 
'  have  given    yourfelf   the  trouble  of 

*  making  any  vifits  here,  after  what  I 

*  wrote  to  you  lalt  night,' 

•  It  is  not,  indeed,  Madam,  a  thing 
'  very  common  with  me,'  anfwered  he» 
gravely,  ♦  to  go  to  any  place  where  I 

*  have  been  once  forbid  :  but  I  am 
pierced  in  too  tender  a  part  to  (land 
upon  punftilios;  both  my  love  and 
honour  are  wounded,  gaflied,  man- 
gled, in  a  moll  cruel  and  infamous  de- 
gree; and  it  is  only  from  your  lady- 
(lilp's  jufticeand  humanity  that  I  caa 
hope  a  cure !' 

*  Can  you  deny,  my  lord,  that  you 
are  married?'  cried  (he.  '  By  Hea- 
ven !  not  married,  nor  contraSed  !' 

returned  he,  eagerly:   '  nor,  till  I  faw 
your  charming  lifter,  I  defy  the  world 
to  prove  that  I   ever  made  the  leaft 
propofal  of  that  nature  to  any  woman 
breathing.'     Thefe  words,   and  the 
manner  in  which  they  were  delivered, 
began  a  little  to  dagger  that  belief  of 
his  infidelity  wiiich  (he,  till  now,  had 
thought  herfelf  confirmed  in.    *  If  any 
part  of  what  your  lordfliip  avers  be 
true,'  faid  (he,  '  Sir  Thomas  Wel- 
by mud  certainly  have  been  impofed 
on  by  fome  very  extraordinary  me- 
thods.' 

♦  Sir  Thomas  Welby,  Madam  1'  re- 
torted Lord  Huntley,  in  great  amaze- 
ment J  '  is  it  then  poilible  that  he  (hould 

*  be  my  acculer  ?' — '  There  required  a 

*  no  lei's  lubftantial  evidence,'  laid  (he, 
'  to  authorize  a  I'uppolition  of  your 
'  lordlhip's  being  guilty  of  a  crime  like 
'  this.  But  you  may  fee  what  he  fays,' 
added  (lie,  prefenting  him  with  Sir  Tho- 
mas's letter. 

He  read  it  halliiy  to  himfelf ;  and,  a« 
foon  as  he  had  done  fo — '  I  percei\e 
indeed,  Madam,'  faid  he,  •  that  forne 
uncommon  arts  have  been  put  in  prac- 
tice againil  me  ;  for  what  reafon  I 
am  not  able  to  conceive.  Sir  Tho- 
mas's veracity  is  well  known  to  me; 
and,  I  think,  he  has  been  inclined 
to  favour  my  pretenfions  :  1  doubt 
not,  therefore,  but  he  will  readily 
'  afford  me  his  alfiftance  in  diving  to 
'  the  bottom  of  this  myfteiious  vil- 
'  lainy.     I  am  fure  I  lliall  lofe  no  time, 

*  nor  I'pare  no  pains,  to  bring  the  dark 
'  incendiary  to  light.  But,'  purfued 
he,  *  I  will  trouble  your  ladylhip  n<j 

II  '  farther. 
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*  farther,   nor  even  afk  to  fee  the  oh- 

*  jeft  of  my  fouTs  define,  till  my  inno- 
'  cence  is  fully  cleared,   and  I  have 

*  proved  myfelf  lefs  unworthy  of  ador- 

*  ing  her.' 

*  He  concluded  thefe  words  with  a  low 
bow,  and  went  direftly  out  of  the  room, 
without  waiting  to  hear  what  anfwer  Are 
might  have  made  to  them. 

It  was,  perhaps,  much  for  her  eafe 
that  he  did  fo;  for  flie  was  now  in  a 
confternation  at  his  behaviour  little  in- 
ferior to  what  (he  felt  on  the  firft  infor- 
mation of  his  crime ;  his  words,  his 
looks,  his  refolution,  made  a  deep  im- 
prefTion  on  aer;  (he  had  feen  grief  and 
refentment  in  his  countenance,  but  no- 
thing that  betokened  a  conl'cioufnefs  of 
guilt.  She  knew  not  what  to  think,  or 
how  to  form  a  right  judgment  of  him; 
but  ran  Immediately  to  Jenny  and  Mifs 
Wingman,  to  impart  to  them  all  that 
had  pafTed,  and  hear  their  fentiments 
upon  it. 

The  latter  of  thefe  young  ladies  was 
afraid  of  giving  her  opinion,  probably 
Itft  it  ftiould  be  thought  too  favourable; 
but  Jenny  prefently  cried ,  that  fhe  could 
almoft  lay  her  life  upon  his  innocence. 

*  I  dare  believe,'  faid  (he,  '  that  I  have 
••  hit  upon  the  real   ground-work  of 

*  this  (lory:    the  woman  who  would 

*  pafs  for  his  wife  is  certainly  no  other 

*  than   fome  caft-off  miftrefs  of  his, 

*  who,  either  in  revenge  for  his  defert- 

*  ing  her,  or  to  give  herfelf  an  air,  af- 

<  fumes  the  name  of  Lady  Huntley.' 

'  No,  no,  Mifs  Jeflamy  !'  interrupted 
Lady  Speck  ;  '  it  is  impo(rible  that  Sir 

*  Thomas  would  alFert,  in  fuch  pofitive 

*  terms,  a  thing  of  this  nature  on  fo 

*  (lender  a  foundation  :    I  know  hin'i 

*  better;  and  there  mult  be  fomething 

<  more  in  it  than  we  can  at  piefent  fee 

*  into.' 

While  the  ladies  were  in  this  dilem- 
ma. Lord  Huntley,  who,  the  moment 
he  had  left  Lady  Speck,  went  in  fearch 
of  his  two  friends.  Sir  Robert  Manley 
and  Mr.  Lovegrove,  was  now  com- 
plaining to  them  of  the  afperfion  caft 
wpon  him,  and  declaring  his  refolution 
«)f  going  to  London  with  all  pcilible 
expedition,  in  order  to  deteft  the  pri- 
mary author  of  the  calumny  caft  upon 
him. 

Thefe  gentlemen,  who  had  known 
his  lordftiip  for  a  conliderable  time, 
and  bad  never  heard  any  thing  like  bis 


having  confummated  a  marri:ige,  \vf\s 
very  much  furprized  that  fo  odd  a  ftory 
(hould  be  raifed,  and  highly  applauded 
his  intention  of  juftifying  himfelf  as 
foon  as  he  was  able. 

Both  of  them  offered  to  be  partakers 
of  his  journey  -.  he  told  them  he  was 
greatly  indebted  to  their  friendfnip  on 
this  fcore  ;  but  that  he  hoped  he  (liould 
foon  return  to  Bath  with  the  proofs  of 
his  innocence,  and  that  it  v/ould  be 
altogether  needlefs  for  them  to  undeigo 
the  fatigue  of  accompanying  him. 

Sir  Robert  Manley,  however,  infilled 
on  going  with  him.     •  As  for  Love- 

*  grove,'  fiid  he,  '  I  think  he  (lands 

*  better  with  Lady  Speck  for  fome  days 
'  paft  than  he  had  ever  done  before;  and 

*  it  would  be  pity  to  take  him  from  her 

*  at  a  time  when  (he  feems  to  be  in 

*  fuch  favourable  difpofitions  towards 
'  him:  but,  as  for  me,  I  have  no  mif- 

*  trefs,  at  leaft  none  tiiat  will  receive 
'  my  vows,  and  confequeiitly  can  have 

*  no  pleafure  equal  to  that  of  proving 
'  my  finceiity  to  my  fiiend. — There- 
<  fore,  my  dear  lord,'  added  he,  <  if 
'  you  do  not  fulfer  me  to  go  wi'h  yon 

*  in  your  coach,  you  (hall  not  hinder 
'  me  from  following  you  on  horfe- 
'  back.' 

Lord  Huntley  was  at  laft  prevailed 
upon  to  take  Sir  Robert  with  him  on 
this  expedition;  but,  though  he  hoped 
to  return  triumphant  from  it  in  four  or 
five  days  at  fartheft,  he  would  by  no 
means  hear  of  Mr.  Lovegrove's  leaving 
Bath,  for  ever  fo  fmall  a  (pace  of  time, 
while  Lady  Speck  continued  there. 

They  all  dined  together;  after  which. 
Sir  Robert  and  Mr.  Lovegrove  left  Lord 
Huntley;  the  one  to  give  direflions  to 
his  man  for  every  thing  to  be  got  ready 
for  his  departure  the  next  morning  by 
break  of  day,  and  the  other  to  pay  his 
devoirs  to  his  miftrefs. 

Jenny,  who  would  not  be  perfuaded 
to  keep  her  chamber  any  longer,  though 
notquite  recovered  enough  to  go  abroad, 
was  now  come  down  into  the  dining;- 
room;  and  AliCs  Wmgman  refolved 
not  to  appear  again  in  any  publick  place 
while  (he  remained  at  Bath,  for  fear  of 
meeting  Lord  Huntley.  Lady  Speck, 
alfo,  in  complaifance  to  them  both, 
vcould  not  go  out  of  the  houfe ;  fo  that 
Mr.  Lovegrove,  on  his  coming  there, 
found  them  all  at  home. 

The  firft  compliments  were  no  fooner 

over. 
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over,  than  the  converfation  began  on 
Lord  Huntley's  aftair.  Mr.  Lovegrove 
left  nothing  unlaid  that  he  thought 
might  contribute  to  make  them  enter- 
tain a  more  favourable  opinion  of  his 
friend  :  he  remonftrated  to  them  the 
improbability  of  his  being  guilty  in  the 
manner  he  was  reprefented  ;  and  Liidy 
Speck  and  Mifs  Wingman,  in  their 
turn,  remonftrated  the  improbability 
that  fuch  a  ftory  could  be  railed  witli- 
out  foine  fort  of  foundation  ;  but  Jen- 
ny, as  (he  iiad  always  done,  fided  with 
Mr.  Lovegrove,  and  took  the  part  of 
the  accufcd. 

They  were  engaged  in  this  difpute 
when  Sir  Robert  Manley  came  in. 
That  gentleman,  though  expefling  to 
be  back  in  a  iliort  time,  was  too  polite 
to  think  of  going  without  taking  his 
leave  of  the  ladies  :  hearing  what  lub- 
je6l  they  were  upon,  he  feconded  Mr. 
Lovegrove's  arguments;  and  fo  warm- 
ly defended  the  caufe  of  his  ablent 
friend,  that  Lady  Speck  was  obliged  to 
cry  out — '  Well,  well,  let  us  have  no 

*  more  difcourfe  upon  this  head  ;  it  is 

*  time  alone  that  can  decide  the  point 

*  between  us  :   for  my  part,  I  wi(h  his 

*  lordfhip   may  be  found  as  innocent 

*  as  you  would  perfuade  us  to  believe 
«  he  is.' 

•  This  is  extremely  generous  in  your 

*  ladyfhip,'  replied  Sir  Robert.  «  But, 
«  Madam,'  continued  he,  addrefling 
himfelf  to  Mils  Wingman,  '  how  hap- 

*  py  fliould  I  make  my  friend,  if  I 
'  were  permitted  to  carry- him  the  af- 

*  furance   that   you   alio    joined   with 

*  vour  fifter  in  the  fame  kind  wifli'/ 

*  Lord  Huntley  may  be  certain,'  an- 
fwered  (he,  bludiing,  '  that  I  Ihould  be 

very  forry  a  crime  like  what  is  laid  to 
his  charge  Ihould  be  proved  on  any  in 


the  world,    much  more  on  a  perfun 


whom    I    cannot   deny   but   1    once 

thought  highly  deferving  of  my  ef- 

teem.' 

There  piifiTcd  nothing  more  of  any  mo- 
inent  while  they  were  together,  which 
was  not  very  long ;  for  the  gentlemen 
were  impatient  to  return  to  Lord  Hunt- 
ley, who,  they  knew,  was  alons,  and 
ftoqd  in  needof  all  the  confolation  they 
could  give  hini.  They  ftaid  the  whole 
evening  with  him,  and  rejoined  him 
very  early  in  the  morning,  at  which 
time  he  fet  out  with  Sir  Robert  on  his 
journey  to  London. 


CHAP.      IX. 

HAS  IN  IT  SOME  THINGS  OF  NO 
SMALL  IMPORTANCE,  THOUGH 
AT  PRESENT  THEY  MAY  APPEAR 
TOO  INSIGNIFICANT  TO  BE  IN- 
SERTED, 

LORD  Huntley  being  gone,  and 
Mifs  Wingman  freed  from  aU 
thofe  dangers  her  mother  apprehended 
for  her,  there  feemed  no  neceflity  for 
that  young  ladv's  leaving  Bath;  yet,  as 
flie  had  received  fuch  pofitive  command* 
to  do  fo,  and  Landy  waited  to  conduit 
her,  (he  thought  die  could  not  well  ex- 
cufe  herfelf  from  going.  Jenny,  who 
was  new  quite  weary  ol  the  place,  hav- 
ing loft  all  herrelilh  for  it's  pleafures, 
faid  all  (lie  could  to  fortify  her  in  this 
refolution  ;  and,  between  them  both, 
Lady  Speck  was  prevailed  upon  to  think 
it  right. 

Accordingly  both  the  fifters  wrote  to 
Lady  Wingman,  giving  heran  exa^  ac- 
count of  all  that  had  palTed  in  relation 
to  Lord  Huntley,  and  alTuring  her  that 
they  (hould  throw  themfelves  at  hei  feet 
as  foon  as  the  necelTary  preparations 
could  be  made  for  their  journey. 

But  before  I  proceed  any  farther  on 
the  particulars  of  thefe  ladies  adven- 
tures during  the  (hort  time  they  had 
now  to  ftay  at  Bath,  I  think  it  highly 
proper  that  the  reader  (hould  be  made 
fully  acquainted  with  the  feveral  difpo- 
fitions  their  minds  were  in  at  prefent. 

As  for  Lady  Speck,  the  late  behavi- 
our of  Celandine  had  rendered  him  {o 
delpicable  in  her  eyes,  that  (he  wonder- 
ed at  herfelf  for  having  been  able  ever 
to  endure  the  converfation  of  fuch  ai 
fop,  and  much  more  to  have  been  won 
to  a  liking  of  his  perfon,  the  graces  of 
which  (he  now  plainly  faw  were  chiefly 
owing  to  his  milliner  and  taylor.  Mr. 
Lovegrove,  on  the  contrary,  had  ftiewrj 
fo  much  of  the  man  of  honour,  and  of 
the  refpeflful  lover,  in  what  he  had 
done,  that  (he  hefitated  not  a  moment  if 
<he  (liould  give  him  the  preference  to 
all  others  who  made  their  addrelTes  t« 
her;  and  if  (he  could  not  as  yet  entire- 
ly overcome  her  aveillon  to  entering  .a 
feeond  time  into  the  bands  of  marriage, 
(lie  however  refblved  not  to  change  her 
condition  except  in  favour  of  him. 

Mils  Wingman  was  in  a  fituation 
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very  different  from  that  of  her  fifter. 
This  young  lady  was  of  a  humour  ex- 
tremely gay  and  volatile;  flie  had  never 
been  at  ihe  pains  of  examining  into  the 
emotions  of  her  own  heart;  hut  (he  now 
found  out  a  fecret  there  which  had  hi- 
therto been  concealed  as  much  from  her- 
felfasfrom  the  world:  thole  alarms  with 
which  (he  had  been  agitated  at  firft  on 
the  accufation  againftLordHuntley,and 
the  pleafure  flie  had  fince  felt  in  the  af- 
furances  given  her  by  Sir  Robert  Man- 
ley  and  Mr.  Lovegrove,  that  it  would 
be  eafy  for  him  to  prove  his  innocence, 
equally  convinced  her  tlia.  he  was  not 
altogethei  fo  indifferent  to  her  as  flie 
had  imagined;  and  this  it  was  which, 
perhaps, more  than  obed-ence  to  hernio- 
ther's  commands,  made  her  fo  eager  to 
return  to  London,  where  (he  thought  (he 
might  loon  be  informed  of  the  whole 
truth  of  this  affair. 

But  poor  Jenny  laboured  under  fen- 
iations  of  a  yet  more  unquiet  nature: 
Ihe  had  the  cbnlirmation  of  her  lover's 
infidelity  under  his  own  hand;  and  whe- 
ther he  was  guilty  to  the  degree  (he  had 
at  fill!  bfclicved ,  of  courting  another  wo- 
man upon  honourable  terms,  yet  he 
could  not  but  appear  extremely  crimi- 
nal in  the  attempt  of  purchafing  the  fa- 
vour of  one  he  intended  only  for  a  mif- 
trefs,  with  the  contempt  of  thoie  fu- 
lemn  engagements  he  was  bound  in  to 
herfelf.  "^ 

In  what  other  fenfe,  indeed,  was  it 
pofllble  for  her  to  underftand  the  (irll 
paragraph  in  that  leitei-.  which  by  his 
xniliake  in  the  fuperfcription,  had  fall- 
en into  her  hands  r   '  Here  is  no  room 

*  for  doubt,'  cried  (lie;  '  the  meaning 

*  is  obvious  and  explicit;  his  heart  re- 

*  nounces  the  obligation  his  father  laid 

*  him  under,  and  which  his  own  per- 
'  jured  tongue  a  thoufand    times  has 

*  fworn  he  wi(lied  no  greater  blefling 

*  than  to  fulfil. 

<  The  ungrateful  man,'  continued 
(Tie,  '  (hall  find  no  difficulty  in  getting 

*  rid  of  me;  I  flialli'pare  him  the  pains 

*  of  fccking  3  pretence  to  break  off  an 

*  engagement  now  grown  fo  irkfome  to 
'  him;  nor  (liall  I  envy  the  woman  to 

*  whom  his  fnithlefs  heart  is  next  de- 

*  voted.  1  (liall  always  refleft  on  a 
'  dillich  I  remember  to  liave  read  in  the 

*  works  of  old  Michael  Drayton  : 

"  He  that  can  falfify  his  vows  to  one, 
*'  Will  be  fmc^rcly  ju:t  and  true  to  .ionc<" 


Thus  in  Tome  moments  did  (Tie  feel 
a  kind  of  fatisfa6\ion  in  this  early  dif- 
covery  of  the  inconftancy  of  his  temper; 
others  again  repreTenting  her  with  the 
idea  of  \^  h:it  (he  once  believed  him,  all 
that  was  ju!l,  generous,  virtuoHS,  and 
fincere,  threw  her  into  the  moft  melan- 
choly mulings:  every  innocent  endear- 
ment  that  had  paffed  between  them  from 
their  tendereft  infancy  till  this  great  pe- 
riod, came  frerti  into  her  memory,  and 
made  her  deeply  regret  the  finding  him 
fo  much  unworthy  either  of  her  love  or 
friendfliip. 

It  is  certain  that,  befules  the  vivacity 
and  {{ow  of  I'pirirs  which  are  generally 
the  companions  of  youih  and  affluence 
of  fortune,  and  keep  sfBiftion  from 
felzing  too  forcibly  on  the  vitals,  ihe 
(food  in  need  of  all  the  good  under(tand- 
ing  (lie  was  endued  with  to  enable  her 
to  fulfain  the  (hock  of  Jemmy's  infide- 
lity with  that  cheai  fulnefs  (lie  willied  to 
do.  In  fpite  of  all  her  endeavours,  (he 
would  fometimes  fall  into  reveries 
which  demanded  other  heljis  than  thofe 
(he  received  from  within  heifelf,  to 
roufe  her  from  them  entirely.  Though 
the  natural  Iprightlinefs  of  Lady  Speck 
and  her  fifter  was  very  much  ab">ted,  in 
the  one  by  the  fecret  remorfe  (he  felt  for 
the  encouragement  (he  had  given  to  Ce- 
landine, and  in  the  other  by  her  fufpenfe 
on  account  of  Lord  Huntkv  ;  vet  nei- 
ther  of  them  were  fo  taken  up  with 
their  own  cogitations  as  to  neglefl  any 
thing  in  their  power  to  didipate  the  lan- 
guor they  obferved  in  their  fair  friend. 

But  as  it  was  Jemmy  who  had  been 
the  fole  caufe  of  her  dilquiet,  (b  it  was 
to  him  alone  (lie  was  now  indebted  for 
her  relief:  the  night  before  their  depar- 
ture (he  received  a  letter  from  him  coH'^ 
taining  thefe  lines. 

*  TO  MISS  JESSAMY,  AT  BATH, 

*MYnE/VR,riEAR    JENNY  ! 

*  T  Am  fo  happy  as  juft  to  fnatch  an 
-*■   '  opportunity  of  acquainting  you 

*  that  the  wedding  is  over.     I  wi(h  to 

*  Heaven  that  the  revels  for  it  were  fo 

*  too,  that  I  might  be  at  liberty  to  get 

<  away;  for,  befides  the  impatience  I 

*  am  in  to  fee  you,  J  ann  quite  fick  of 

<  the  incelfant  noi(y  mirth  of  ihofe  who 
'  come  to  teftify  their  joy  on  this  occa- 

*  (ion  :  I  doubt  not  but  they  take  me 

*  for  the  moft  dull,  fiupid  fellow,  in  the 

*  univeifcj  andj  indeed  how  fhould  it 

'  be 
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beotlierwife?  In  the  midft  of  dancing, 
drinking,  laughing,  romping,  I  am 
abfent;  my  heart  is  with  you  at  Bath, 
and  reprefenting  to  me  the  more  true 
fclicitit^s  I  might  enjoy  in  your  dear 
convcrfation.  They  leil  me  this  hur- 
rv  is  to  continue  no  longer  than  fijc 
davs;  but  I  think  thit  an  age;  and 
nothing  but  my  gratitude  to  my  old 
friend,  for  the  care  he  has  taken  of 
mv  affairs,  (hculd  keep  me  a  prifoner 
here  for  halt  that  time.  Be  afTared, 
that  as  foon  as  I  can  get  free,  I  (hall 
do  little  more  tiian  pafs  through  Lon- 
don in  mv  w.Tv  towards  you;  fo  thit 
if  I  i;:i]  deprived  of  participating  with 
you  in  the  pleafuies  of  the  .place  you 
are  in,  I  lliall  at  leaft  have  thatof  con- 
ducing you  home;  till  when,  I  hope, 
I  need  lay  nothing  to  convince  you, 
that  I  am  iiiviolably,  and  for  ever, 
my  dear  Jenny's  moft  afteilionate  and 
devoted 

*  J.  Jessamy. 
Ham -Hall. 

*  P,  S.  When  we  meet,  you  may  ex- 

*  pc.51  a  particular  detail  of  what 
'  paffes  here,  and  fome  defcription 

*  of  the  bride,  who  has  indeed  a 

*  fine   outfide,    but   I   am   afraid 

*  wants  a  little  of  my  dear  Jenny's 

*  underftanding.  Harry,  however, 

*  finds  nodefeft  in  her  as  yet,  and 

*  I  heartily  wifh,  for  both  theix- 
«  fakes,    he   never    may.     Every 

*  man's   lot  is    not   fo  happy   as 

*  mine.  Once  more,  mv  dear  Jen- 

*  ny,  adieu  for  a  fiiort  time  !' 

This  letterwasakind  of  clueto  guide 
Jenny  through  the  labyrinth  of  perplex- 
ity (he  had  been  involved  in.  She  knew 
very  well  that  one  of  the  gentlemen,  ap- 
pointed by  the  laft  will  and  teftament 
of  Jemmy's  father  for  his  executor  and 
trultee,  had  a  feat  called  Ham-Hall,  in 
Bedfordfhire.  She  had  alio  heard  that 
his  fon  was  about  being  married  to  a 
young  lady  of  that  county  with  a  confi- 
derabie  fortune;  (he  therefore  eaiily  con- 
ceived that  the  engagement  mentioned 
by  Jemmy  in  that  former  epiftle,  and 
which  (he  imagined  he  had  meant  with 
herfelf,  was  in  reality  no  other  than  be- 
ing obliged  to  go  down  into  the  coun- 
try on  account  of  this  wedding. 

She  immediately  imparted  to  her  two 
friends  the  letter  (he  had  received,  and 
aifj  gave  them,  at  tbc  fame  time^  an  ex- 


planation of  the  my  itery  which  had  gir- 
en  her  fo  niucli  fain.  Both  of  them  lin- 
cerely  congratulated  heron  theoccafion, 
efpecially  Mifs  Wingman,  who  took 
her  in  her  arms,  crying  out — '  Did  not 

*  I  tell  you,  my  dear,  that  Mr.  Jeffamy 
'  was  not  lb  guilty  as  you  imagined:' 
— '   Aye,'  replied  Jenny,   '  but  for  all 

*  that  he    is    not  quite   innocent;    nor 

*  will  he  find  me  very  eafy  togivehiia 

*  abfilution.' 

'  If  criminal  in  no  greater  matters 

*  than  a  tranlientamour,'  rejoined  Lady- 
Speck,   '   I    think    you    mi-^ht   fgro-ive 

*  him,  without  putting  him  to  the  pc- 

*  nance  even  of  a  blufh  by  your  re- 
proaches. In  good  irurb,  we  womea 
have  nothing  to  do  with  the  men's 
affairs  in  this  point  before  .marriage; 
and  as  1  now  begin  to  beliei-e,  in  fpite 
of  ail  I  have  he?rd  to  the  contrary, 

*  that  he  addrclTes  no  other  woman  thaa 

*  yourielf  upon  honourable  terms,  thefe 

*  are  but  venial  tranfgrefllons,  which 

*  you  ought  to  overlook  till  you  have 

*  made  him  your  own.' 

They  were  difcQurfingin  thlsp'eafant 
manner  when  Mr.  Lovegrove  entered  s 
he  came  to  pafs  the  evening  with  them, 
knowing  their  things  being  all  packed, 
up  for  their  journey,  they  would  not  ga 
abroad  any  more  while  they  ftaid  at 
Bath. 

Talking  of  the  hour  In  which  they 
intended  to  fet  out,  he  faid  that  he  was 
extremely  glad  to  know  it,  becaufe  he 
would  give  orners  for  a  poff-chaife  fa 
be  ready  exaclly  at  the  fame  time,  that 
he  might  not  have  the  mo:  titication  of 
bemg  left  behind  them  even  for  a  mo- 
ment. 

Though  he  direfled  thefe  words  t« 
the  ladies  in  general,  yet  Lady  Speck 
knew  very  well  they  were  meant  onlv 
to  herfelf;  and,  lookirgcn  him  with  the 
moft  obliging  air — '  No,  Mr.  Love- 
'   grove,'   faid    (he;     '    fince   you   will 

*  needs  be  focomplaifant  as  to  accom- 
pany us,  I  fee  «o  occafion  (or  your 
travelling  in  the  w.iy  you  mention. 
As  your  own  coach  is  not  here,  and 
there  is  a  vacant  place  in  mine,  I  am 
very  certain  we  (liall  ail  be  pleafed  to 
have  it  (o  agreeably  filled.' 

He  was  fo  tranfported  with  this  of- 
fer, that  he  could  not  reltrain  himfelf 
from  catching  hold  of  her  hand,  and 
killing  it  with  the  moil  palTionatc  gef- 
tures.  '  This  is  a  condefcenlion,  Ma- 
«  dam,'"  faid  he,  •  whicli  I  never  flurft 

*  have 
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*  have  prefiimed  to  hope,  much  lefs  to 

*  have  reqiiefteti;  but  it  is  the  peculiar 

*  property  of  Heaven   to  prevent  the 

*  petitions  of  it's  vafTals,  bv  blefTings 

*  the  mort  uiiexpecled,  as  well  as  un- 

*  defervsd.' 

Mifs  Wingrr.an  and  Jenny,  finding 
they  were  likely  to  enter  into  aconver- 
i'ation  which  required  no  fharers,  witii- 
drew  to  a  window,  as  if  to  look  at  fome- 
thiniT  that  paiTed  in  the  ftreet.  How 
f.ir  Mr.  Lovcgrove  improved  this  op- 
portunity is  not  material  to  particular- 
ize. The  reader  will  eafily  fuppofe, 
tliat  neiliier  that  nor  Lady  Speck's 
good-humour  were  thrown  away  upon 
liim. 


CHAP.      X. 

IS  A  DIGRESSION  OF  NO  CONSE- 
QTIENCE  TO  THE  HISTORY,  AND 
MAY  THEREFORE  EITHER.  EE 
READ  OR  OMITTED  AT  DISCRE- 
TION. 

TH  F,  fun  had  made  but  a  very  fhort 
proc;iels  in  h.is  diurnal  courle, 
when  Lady  Speck,  Mifs  Wingnian, 
and  the  amiable  Jenny,  accompanied  by 
Mr.  Lovegrovcjfet  out  on  their  journey 
for  London,  el'corted  hy  Landy  and  all 
their  men-i'ei  vants  on  horfeback. 

Our  fair  travellers  foon  found  the  ad- 
vantage they  had  gained  by  the  invita- 
tion given  to  Mr.  Lovegrove;  the  in- 
nate fatisfac\ion  that  gentleman  felt  on 
I.ady  Speck's  obliging  behaviour  to 
wards  him,  difFufed  itfelf  through  all 
his  air  and  features,  and  added  a  double 
vivacity  to  his  converfation  :  he  v/as  all 
life,  all  gaiety,  all  fpirits;  he  told  a 
thoufand  diverting  ilories,  and  lung  as 
many  pretty  fongs;  fo  that  if  they  had 
been  more  inclined  to  feiioulhels  than 
they  really  were,  it  would  have  been 
impolfible  for  them  to  have  induigt-d 
any  melancholy  refi;i\ions  in  his  com- 
pany. 

The  day  was  near  pafled  over  in  this 
agreeable  manner,  when  a  fiidden  ftop 
vvas  put  to  all  their  pleal'antry  :  one  of 
the  hindermod  wheels  of  the  coach  flew 
off  it's  axis,  and  hut  for  the  coachman's 
uncommon  prefence  of  mind,  in  le- 
ftraining  the  horles  that  fame  inltant, 
lome  milchief  might  probably  have  en- 
fued:  all  the  fervants  immediately  a- 
^ghied,  ea  j^favouriiig  to  repair  the  da- 


mage,  but  in  vain;  part  of  the  Iran- 
work  was  broke,  and  two  fpokcs  of 
the  wheel  had  Ibried  with  the  fhock. 
'I'his  accident  h;ippened  a'oout  five  miles 
from  the  town  where  they  had  defigned 
to  lie  that  night:  but  as  there  was  a 
Imall  village  pretty  near,  it  was  judged 
prop..'r  to  walk  thither,  as  the  only  ex- 
pedient in  this  exigence;  which  they 
did  with  a  great  deal  of  alacrity  and 
chearfulnefs,  while  the  difmenibsred 
machine,  tliough  with  fome  difficulty, 
was  dragged  after  them. 

The  accommodation  they  found  here 
was  indifferent  enougli;  but  what  de- 
ficiences  are  there  in  nature  or  in  for- 
tune which  good-humour  cannot  fop- 
ply  ?  The  ladies  laughed  heartily  at 
their  pilgrimage  :  and  Mr.  Lovegrove 
made  them  all  fcan)per  about  the  room 
by  attempting  to  wipe  the  duft  off  their 
flioes  with  his  handkerchief. 

In  fine,  their  fnpper,  their  lodgings, 
all  that  to  pel  fons  of  lefs  wit  and  more 
affectation  would  have  been  matters  of 
the  utmoft  mortification,  to  them  Cav- 
ed only  as  fubjefts  of  diverfion,  and  oe- 
calioned  pleal'antry. 

They  artfe  the  next  morning  'i^^  the 
fame  chearful  temper  with  which  they 
had  lain  down;  nor  did  it  abate  on  be- 
ing told  that  the  workmen  who  had  been 
lent  for  to  mend  the  coach  could  not 
pretend  to  make  it  fit  to  take  the  road 
for  feveral  hours.  As  the  place  they 
were  in  afforded  no  other  convenience 
to  piofecute  tiieir  journty,  they  rcfolved 
to  make  a  virtue  of  nectrfity,  and  con- 
tent themfelves  with  what  was  without 
a  remedy.  Mr.  Lovegrove,  however, 
took  upon  himfelf  the  office  of  caterer, 
and  was  fo  fortunate  as  to  provide  an 
entertainment  foniewhat  lefs  inelegant 
than  they  had  been  obliged  to  content 
themfvlves  with  the  night  before. 

But,  while  dinner  was  getting  ready, 
an  accident  happened  which  contribut- 
ed to  make  the  time  of  their  abode  there 
feem  the  Ihorter,  by  prefenting  thenti 
with  anew  theme  of  converfation. 

The  woman  who  kept  the  hoiife,  af- 
ter having  gently  opened  the  door  cf 
the  room  where  they  were,  came  in  | 
making  a  curtfey  atevery  ttep  fhe  took, 
and  approached  the  ladies  with  an — '  I 
'  beg  pardon;  I  hope  no  offence:  but 
'  I  have  a  poor  gi>eft  below  that  would 

•  have  me  to  come  up.  I  am  very  ten- 
'  der  hearted;  though  God  knows  what 

•  Ihe  ij,  or  who  (he  isj  for  my  part,  I 

«  never g 


\ 
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<  never  Ciw  her  before  lad  night  in  my 
'  whole  life,  fo  I  have  nothing  to  an- 
«  fwer  for  on  that  account;  and  if  flie 
«  be  bad,  it  is  the  wroil'e  for  herlelf; 
*  that  is  all  I  have  to  fiiv.' 

»  li;"  you  have  nothing  more  to  fay, 
'  milhefs,'  cried  Mr.  Lovegrove  laugh- 
ing, '  I  think  you  are  very  much  to 
'   blame  to  lofe  your  time  in  telling  us.' 

. '  I  hope  your  lordthip's  worftiipand 

'  all  their  ladyfhips  will  excufe  me;  I 
'  am  but  a   plain  woman;  but,  God 

•  k.ows  my   heart,  I  mean   no  harm: 
«  but,  as  I  was  faying,  a  poor  young   . 
«  woman  finding  ]   had  quality  in  my 

*  houie,  has  been  baiting  me  this  two 

•  hours,  I  am  iure,  to  (hew  you  a 
'  fnuffbox  (he  had  got  to  fell:  how  .lie 
«  came  by  it,  I  cannot  tell;  but  this  I 
«  muft  fay,  that  (he  does  not  look  like 
«  a  thief;  though  there  are  fuch  fad  do- 
<  ings  in  the  world,  that  one  does  not 
«  know  v/ho  to  trull.' 

'  Let  us  fee  it,  however,'  faid  Lady 
Speck.  'Aye,  aye,'  rejoined  the  others; 

*  let  us  fee  it,  by  all  means.'  On  this 
the  woman  produced  the  box,  though 
not  withoutrepeating  feveral  times  over 
h-rr  former  apologies, 

'1  Ire  box  was  a  moft  curious  Engli(h 
pebble,  fet  in  gold,  with  a  hinge  and 
lining  of  the  fame  metal;  they  handed 
it  from  one  to  the  other,  and  concluded, 
that  as  it  was  a  toy  too  genteel  for  the 
polTedlon  of  a  perfon  in  very  abjcftcir- 
cu'TillanceS,  it  mult  either  be  (^o!en,  or 
the  real  owner  be  reduced  by  fome  un- 
common diftiefs  to  the  necefnty  of  part- 
ing with  it, 

'  This,'  faid  (he,  *  is  the  young  wo- 
«  man;  flie  fays  (he  came  very  honertly 

*  by  the  box:  as  I  told  your  honours 

*  before,  I  know  nothing  of  the  matter; 

*  (lie  is  quite  a  Itranger  to  me,  but  I 

*  Oiall  leave  her  with  you;  and  if  your 

*  honour  and  ladyfliips  worthips  will 

*  be  pleafed  to  examine  her,  you  may- 
«  hap  will  be  better  judges  than  I  ain, 

*  For  mv  part,  I  have  a  great  deal  of 
'  bufinefs  to  do,  .and  cannot  be  fpared 

*  any  longer  from  my  bar  and  my 
'  kitchen;  indeed,  there  is  nobody  but 
'  myfelf  to  take  care  of  any  thing  in 
<  this  houfe,  though  I  have  a  hufband, 

*  and  daughter  at  woman's  eftate,  as  I 

*  may  fay,  for  (he  is  paft  foiiiteen;  yet 
'  all  lies  upon  me;  fo  I  hope  your  ho. 

*  nom-6  will  excufe  me.' 
It  may  he  esliiy  imagined   that  ail 

tht  cympany  were^  very  glad  to  get  rid 


of  her  impertinent  babble,  fo  readily 
difmiffed  her;  Mr.  tovegrove  telling 
her  at  the  fame  time,  with  an  ironical 
complaifance,  that  he  was  extremely 
troubled  ftie  had  waded  fo  many  of  her 
important  minutes  on  fo  trivial  an  oc- 
cafion. 

After  this  prating  woman  was  gone, 
the  young  perion  (he  had  left  behind, 
and  who  had  entered  no  farther  than  jufl 
within  the  door,  on  being  defired  to 
come  forward,  advanced  with  a  (low 
and  timid  air,  yet  which  had  nothing 
in  it  of  the  appearance  of  a  conl'cious 
guilt:  iiotwithftanding  the  difguife  of 
an  old-fadiioned  long  riding-hood, 
which  covered  her  whole  body,  and 
even  hid  fome  part  of  her  lovely  face, 
there  was  ftill  enough  to  be  feen  topre- 
polTefs  any  beholder  in  her  favour. 

Her  extreme  youth,  for  (lie  feemed 
not  to  have  exceeded  fifteen  or  fixteen 
years  at  farthe(t,  the  delicacy  of  her 
complexion,  and  of  thofe  features 
which  (lie  fuffered  to  be  expofed  to  view, 
excited  a  kind  of  refpeftful  compa(rioa 
in  the  hearts  of  all  thofe  (he  was  at  pre- 
fent  with. 

Mr.  Lovegrove,  who  had  undertaken 
to  be  the  fpeaker,  began  with  afking 
her,  if  (he  was  the  owner  of  the  box 
before  them;  to  which  flieanfwering  in 
the  affirmative — '  I  am  very  lorry,  then,' 
faid  he,  '  and  lam  certain  that  all  here 
'  arefo,  that  any  exigence  (hould  oblige 

•  you  to  difpofe  of  it.' 
*  The  viciffitudes  of  fortune.  Sir," 

replied  (lie,  with  a  becoming  a(rurance, 
«  are  too  frequently  experienced  in  the 

*  affairs  of  life  to  raife  much  wonder, 

♦  or  to  know  much  pity,  except  from 

*  the  hearts  of  a  generous  few.' 
'  That  is  true,'  refumed  Mr.  Love- 

grovej  '  but  you  are  too  young  to  have 
'  been  fubje6\ed  to  them  by  anyof  thofe 
'  ways  the  fickle  goddefs    ordinarily 

•  takes   to   (liew   her  power  over  the 

•  world:  the  didrefs  you  labour  under 
'  muft  therefore  proceed  from  fome  un- 

*  common  fource,  whichif  you  thought 
'  proper  to  communicate,  I  dare  an- 
'  Iwer  you  are  now  among  pei'fons  who 

*  would  not  onlv  wifli,  but  alio  make 

•  it  their  endeavour,  to  leiTen  the  weight 
'  of  youraffliiStion.' 

She  was  about  to  make  fome  reply, 
but  was  prevented  by  Lady  Speck,  who 
immediately  fi-.bjoined  to  what  Mr, 
Lovegrove   had  faid — '  There   Is  no- 

*  thing  wanting,'  cried  (he,  '  but  the 

♦  knowiedgc 
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'  knowledge  of  your  affairs  to  make 

*  me  ftiew  try  readinefs  to  feiveyou.' 
The  other  two  ladies  fpoke  much  to 
the  lame  put  pule,  eipecially  Jenny,  who 
bad  taken  moie  than  an  ordinary  fancy 
to  this  fair-one. 

After  having  thanked  them  in  thepo- 
Hteft  terms  for  their  goodnefs  to  ore  fo 
altogether  a  ftranger  to  them — '  The 
»  accidents  of  my  life,'  faid  fiie,  '  are 

*  little  worthy  theattentionofth'.s  com- 

*  pany;  but  fmce  I  am  commanded  to 

*  repeat  them,  I  (hall  niitke  no  fcruple 

*  to  obey,  or.  condition  I  may  be  per- 

*  niitte'd  to  conceal  the  niimes  of  all  the 

*  pertor.s  concerned  in  tliem.' 

They  then  affured  her  thjt  they  (liould 
content  themi'elveswith  fuch  things  as 
flie  thought  proper  to  impart;  and,  mak- 
ing her  fit  down,  dtfired  fhe  would  not 
delay  one  moment  the  fatisfaftion  (lie 
liad  promifed;  which  reqoeft  (lie  com- 
plied with,  as  will  be  feen  in  the  fuc- 
cecding  chapter. 

CHAP.     XI. 

IS  A  CONTINUATION  OF  THE  SAME 
DIGRESSION,  WHICH,  HOWKVER. 
INSIGNIFICANT  IT  MAY  APPEAR 
AT  PRESENT,  THE  READERWILL 
HEREAFTER,  PERHAPS,  BE  GLAD 
TO  TURN  BACK  TO  THE  PAGES  IT 
CONTAINS. 

THE  young  ftranger  having  been 
made  acquainted,  before  her  com- 
ing up  (lairs,  of  the  rank  and  condition 
ef  theperfons  to  whom  (he  was  about  to 
be  introduced,  would  not  luffer  herfelf 
to  be  any  farther  entreated  by  them, 
but  began  to  latisfy  the  curiofity  (he 
had  excited  in  thefe  or  the  like  words. 
'  I  am  the  daughter  of  a  gentleman,' 
faid  (lie,  *  who,  by  living  in  his  youth 

*  above  the  income  of  his  elbte,  has 

*  been  reduced  to  live  below  the  dig- 

*  nity  of  his  birth,  in  order  that  his 

*  children  may  not,  at  his  deceafe,  have 

*  too  much  caufe  to  regret  the  (ituation 

*  in  which  they  (hall  be  left. 

*  It  is  iiiipoffible  for  any  parent  to 

*  behave  with  greater  tendernefs  and 

*  indulgence,  or  to  be  more  lincerely 

*  anxious  for  the  welfare  of  his  pofte- 

*  rity.     Senfible    of  his   former    mif- 

*  takes,  he  has  often  condefcended  to 

*  tell  us,  that  he  looks  upon  us  as  per- 

*  fons    he   has   wronged,    by  having 

*  wafted  what  fliould   have  rendered 


comfortable  the  life  he  gave.  His  af- 
fairs, however,  are  not  on  fo  ill  a 
forting  but  that  he  f'lipports  his  fa- 
mily in  a  genteel,  though  not  in  a 
grand  manner;  and  if  he  lives  a  few 
years  longer,  it  is  hoped  will  be  able 
to  leave  the  ellate  to  my  brother,  now 
a  iludent  at  Cambridge,  born  to  in- 
hei  it,  free  from  all  iiicunibrance,  ex- 
ce^it  myfelf  and  a  filler  fome  years 
older  tlian  either  of  us. 
'  As  for  a  provifion  for  myfelf  and 
filler,  J  have  heard  him  fay  that  his 
fcheme  is,  as  foon  as  my  brother  ar- 
rives at  a  proper  age,  to  match  him 
with  fome  woman  of  fortunej  which 
fortune  (liould  ecjuaily  be  divided  be- 
tween us  two,  and  2  fettlement  made 
for  her  out  of  the  eftate, 
'  He  never  flattered  himfelf  with  the 
expeitations  of  any  offers  of  marriage 
toour  advai  cage;  ana  though  hegave 
us  all  the  acccmpHfiiments  befitting 
our  ftjtion  in  life,  yet  did  he  never 
encourage  either  of  us  to  imagine 
that  without  money  wehad  any  thing 
in  us  capab'e  of  attrafling  a  heart 
worthy  our  acceptance. 
'  But  to  my  great  misfortune,  he  found 
himfelf  miltaken  in  this  point.  A 
gentleman  of  a  very  large  ettate,  hap- 
pening to  fee  tne  at  a  friend's  houfe 
where  I  fometimes  vihted,  took  an 
extraordinary  fancy  tome;  and  after 
fome  neceflary  enquiries  concerning 
my  birth,  charafler,  and  circum- 
(lances,  cameto  wait  upon  my  father, 
and  afked  his  permifTion  to  make  his 
addrelTes  to  me;  adding,  at  the  fame 
time,  thathedeiired  nothing  but  my- 
felf; and  whatever  fortune  was  in- 
tended for  me  might  be  given  to  my 
filler. 

'  This  laft  was  a  prevailing  argu- 
ment with  my  father,  who,  dear  as 
I  believe  I  then  was  to  him,  would 
perhaps  have  rather  fufFered  me  to 
lofe  fo  advantageous  a  match,  than 
have  confelfed  his  incapacity  of  giv- 
ing me  a  portion. 

'  But  how  fatal  did  this  aft  of  ge- 
nerofity  in  my  lover  prove  to  me! 
My  father,  charmed  with  the  pro- 
pofal,  hefitated  not  to  comply  with 
it,  provided  my  confent  might  be  ob- 
tained; which  in  his  heart  he  refolv- 
ed  from  that  moment  to  compel  me 
to  grant,  in  cafe  he  (hould  find  me 
refra£lorv  to  it. 
« It  will  doubUef$  feem  a  little  ftrange 
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to  you,'  continued  ftie,  *  that  Iftiould 
mention  as  a  misfortune  what  you 
might  expeft  a  girl  in  my  precarious 
fituation  would  have  rejoiced  at,  and 
been  elated  with,  as  the  greateltgood 
that  could  have  befallen  her:  the  world 
I  know  condemn  my  folly;  I  con- 
demn myfelf;  yet  was  it  as  impoflible 
for  me  to  aft  otherwife,  as  it  is  to 
repent  of  what  I  have  done. 
'  You  will  perhaps  imagine  that  he 
is  fome  deformed  and  loathfome  crea- 
ture, but  I  affure  you  he  is  not;  for 
I  muft  do  him  the  juftice  to  aclcnow- 
ledge,  that,  making  an  allowance  for 
his  age,  which  by  his  own  account  is 
pretty  near  fifty,  few  men  can  bead 
of  having  a  more  agreeaSle  pcrfon  ; 
that  he  has  alfo  a  good  underftand- 
ing,  a  great  deal  of  ready  wit,  and  is 
very  facetious  in  converfation:  but  all 
this  was  infufficient  to  engage  my 
afFeflion^  and  I  have  a  certain  deli- 
cacy in  my  nature,  if  I  may  fo  calj 
itj  which  will  not  permit  me,  on  any 
confideration  whatever,  to  give  my 
hand  where  my  heart  will  not  go 
along  with  it. 

*  The  aftonUhm^nt  I  felt  on  being 
firft  informed  of  the  new  conqueft  I 
had  made,  was  facceeded  by  an  ade- 
quate proportion  of , horror  at  being 
commanded  by  my  father  to"  receive 
that  gentleman  as  tiie  perfon  ordain- 
ed by  Heaven  and  him  to  be  my  huf- 
•  band,  and  to  look  on  loch  an  alliance 
as  the  orreateft  blcfTing  that  could  be 
beftowed  upon  me. 
'  I  blufhed,  I  trembled,  and  had 
not  power  to  make  the  leaft  reply,  till 
being  urged  to  fpeak,  I  recollefled, 
as  well  as  I  was  able,  my  fcattered 
fenfes;  and  cried,  though  with  a 
broken  and  faltering  voice,  that  I 
was  too  young  to  think  of  marriage; 
to  which  my  father  fternly  anfwered 
— '*  Be  guided,  then,  by  thofe  who 
'  know  how  to  think  for  you;"  aad 
with  thefe  words  left  me  to  confsder 
on  what  he  had  faid. 

*  The  fame  day  my  lover  dined  with 
us,  as  I  afterwards  found,  by  the  ap- 
pointment of  my  father;  who,  as 
foon  as  the  cloth  was  taken  away,  re- 
tired to  his  clofet,  pretending  he  had 
fome  letters  to  write,  and  left  me  to 
entertain  this  gneft,  or  rather  to  be 
entertained  by  him  with  the  declara- 

*  tion  of  his  pafiion. 

*  He  ma^e  it,  indeed,  in  the  moft 


refpeftful  terms:   he  told  me,    that 
having  loft  his  wife  in  bringing  a  fon 
into  the  world,  he  had  refolved  never 
to  transfer  theafFeftion  for  her  to  any 
other  woman;  that  he  devoted  near 
two  and  twenty  years  to  her  memoryj 
that,  during  the  whole  time  of  his 
widowhood,  he  had  never  feen  that 
face,  till  mine,  which  h^d  the  power 
to  alienate  his  thoughts  from  the  grave 
where  (he  lay  buried  ;    but  that  he  no 
fooner  beheld  me,  than  he  felt  new  life 
and  new  defires  rekindling  in  him  j 
remembered  that  he  was  a  man,  born 
to  enioy  the  focial  delights  of  pure 
and  virtuous  love,   and  at   the  fame 
time  found  it  was  with  me  alone  he 
could  partake  them. 
•  As  this  fort. of  converfation,  and', 
indeed,  every  thing  relative  to  love, 
was  entirely  new  to  me,  I  made  but 
very  aukward   replies ;    and  was   fo 
little  able  to  exprefs  tny  real  fenti- 
ments   to  him  on   that    head,  that  I 
afterwards  found  he  took  what  I  Uid 
as  the  efFefts  of  fimplicity  and  bafh- 
fulnefs,  rather  than  ar^y  averfion  ei- 
ther to  him  or  his  propofals. 
'  My  father,  who,  poor  man!    re- 
joiced in  this  opportunity  of  making 
my  fortune,    feemed  highly  pleafed 
with  the  account  my  lovw  gave  him 
of  my  behaviour:   he  told  me  I  was 
a  very  good  girl,  and  chat  he  doubted 
not  but  that  I  (hould  deferve  the  hap- 
pinefs  Keaven   was  about  to  confer 
upon  me,     "  But,"  faid  he,  "  though 
"  the  modefty  with  which  I  hear  you 
"  receive  this  firft  declaration  was  very 
"  becoming  in  a  maid  of  your  years; 
"   vet,  as  we  have  agreed  the  wedding 
"  (hall  be  confummated  in  a  few  days, 
*'   I  would  have  you  grow  lefs  referved 
"  on  every  vifit  he  makes  to  you  :  ac- 
"  cuftom  yourfelf  to  treat  him,  by  de- 
♦'  grees,   with  more  freedom,    to  the 
"  end  that,  when  you  are  made  one, 
"  you  may  not  be  too  n)uch  ftrangers 
"  to  each  other." 

•  This  fo  frighted  me,  that  I  could 
'  not  forbear  crying  out,  with  fome 
'  vehemence  — "  Oh,  Sir!  I  conjure 
"  you  not  to  talk  in  this  manner  !  I 
"  never  can  think  of  being  married  to 
«<  him!" 

*  The  look  my  father  gave  me  at 

*  thefe  words  will  always  be  imprinted 

•  on  my  memory,  *'  Never  think  of 
"  being  married  to  him!"  faid  hej 
«•  then  never  think  I  am  your  fathers 

Q  «•  thiuj; 
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*•  think  rather  of  being  an  utter  alien, 
*'  an  out-caft  from  my  name  and  fa- 
*•  mily!  Think  of  begging,  ftarving; 
**  of  infamy,  contempt,  and  wretched- 
*'  nefs!" 

*  Thcfc  cruel   exprefiions   coming 

*  from  the  mouth  of  a  parent,  who, 

*  till  now,  had  always  ufed  me  wi<h 

*  the  extreneft  tendernefs,  cut  me  to 

*  the  very  foul :  I  threw  myfelf  at  bis 

*  feet;    I  wept;    I  bcfeeched  him  to 

*  moderate  his  paflion  ;  and  protefted, 

*  as  I  might  do  with  the  gieateft  fin- 
«  cerity,  that  t'le  thought  of  offending 

*  him  was  more  terrible  to  me  than 
.«  that  of  death  itfelf. 

*  He  appealed   fomewhat  mollified 

*  with  thcfe  fubmiiTions.     "  Child," 

*  faid  he,  raifing  me  from  the  pofture  I 

*  was  in,  "  you  cannot  be  fo  ignorant 
**  as  not  to  know  what  I  do  in  this  af- 
*'  fair  is  wholly  for  your  happinefs  ; 
*'  though,  indeed,  whenever  Heaven  is 
**  pleafed  to  call  me  hence,  it  would  be 
*'  an  infinite  fatisfailion  to  me  in  my 
"  dying  moments  that  I  left  one  of  my 
*'  daughters  independent.  —  I  could 
**  wi(h,"   added  he,  looking  towards 

*  my  fifter,  who  fat  at  work  in  the  room, 
*'  that  fhe  had  an  offer  equally  advan- 
*'  tageons." 

"  If  I  had,  Sir"  replied  fhe  pertly, «'  I 
*•  fhould  fcarcebe  fo  mad  or  filly  as  to 
**  run  the  rifque  of  difobliging  you, 
*'  and,  at  the  fame  time,  of  ruining 
*'  myfelf  by  refufmg  it.'' 

The  beautiful  ftranger  was  in  this 
p^rt  of  her  little  hiftory,  when  fhe  found 
herfelf  obliged  to  break  off  by  feeing 
dinner  brought  upon  the  table.  She 
would  have  withdrawn  till  the  com- 
pany fhould  be  more  at  leifure;  but 
they  infilled,  in  the  mofl  ftrenuous 
terms,  that  fhe  would  be  their  gueft  j 
to  which,  after  making  fome  few  apo- 
logies, fhe  confented. 


CHAP.      XII. 

CONCLUDES     THE     DISTRESSFUL 
NARRATIVE. 

AS  the  waiters  were  prefent,  nothing 
was  faid,  during  the  whole  time 
of  dinner,  concerning  the  fuhjefl  which 
that  neceffary  appendix  to  life  had  in- 
terrupted ;  but  the  cloth  was  no  fooner 
taken  away,  than  the  three  ladies,  as 
well  as  Mr.  Lovegrove,  teftified  the  in- 


terell  they  took  in  their  fair  gnefl'9  af- 
fairs by  their  impatience  for  knowing 
the  event. 

She  replied  to  the  many  complaifant 
things  they  faid  to  her  with  fuch  an  air 
and  grace  as  convinced  them,  more  than 
any  thing  fhe  had  related,  that  flie  had 
indeed  been  educated  in  the  moft  gen- 
teel manner,  and  alfo  been  accuftomed 
to  converfe  with  perfons  of  the  beft  fa- 
fhion  and  greatefl  politenefs. 

But,  though  the  difcourfethat  paffed 
between  them,  on  the  fcore  of  mere  ci- 
vility, might  very  well  deferve  a  place 
in  this  work,  I  fhall  omit  the  repetition, 
as  it  might  be  apt  to  make  the  reader's 
attention  to  wander  from  the  main 
point ;  and  only  fay,  that  fhe  profecuted 
her  hiflory  in  the  following  terms. 

•  My  father,'  faid  fhe,  *  now  con- 
defcended  to  talk  to  me  in  the  mildeft, 
and  withal  in  the  moft  paihetick  ftile; 
he  endeavoured  to  allure  my  young 
heart  by  enumerating  and  difplaying 
the  pleafures  that  attend  on  wealth 
and  grandeur.  He  remonllrated  to 
me,  that  thecircumilarces  of  our  fa- 
mily would  not  permit  his  children, 
efpecially  his  daughters,  to  bedireft- 
cd  only  by  inclination  in  the  article 
of  marriage ;  and  that,  as  I  could 
find  no  poffiblc  objeftion  to  my  lover 
but  being  fomewhat  too  old,  grati- 
tude for  the  happinefs  he  was  ready 
to  put  me  in  poffeflion  of  might  very 
well  atone  for  that  defe£l. 

"  You  fay  you  cannot  love  this  gen- 
'  tleman,"  continued  hej  "but, pray, 

*  what  is  this  paffion  that  is  called  love 
'  but  a  vain  delufion,  an  ignis  fatuiu 
'  of  the  mind,  that  leads  all  that  fol- 

*  low  it  aftray  ?  Suppofe,  rejeftingthe 

*  certain  good  fortune  now  put  into 

*  your  power,  you  fhould  hereafter  fix 
'  your  fancy  either  on  fome  one  who 
'  has  not  the  means  of  fupporting  you, 

*  or  on  one  who  returns  not  your  af- 
'  feilion,  how  truly  miferable  would 
«  be  your  ftate!" 

*  I  could  find  no  arguments  to  oppofe 
againft  thofe  he  urged,  and  could  only 
anfwer  with  my  tears  ;  till,  being  bid 
to  fpeak,  and  the  command  feveral 
times  repeated,  I  at  laft  fobbed  out, 
that  I  would  make  ufe  of  my  utmofl 
endeavours  to  obey  him. 

'  I  know  not  whether  his  menaces  at 
firft,  and  his  perfuafions  afterwards, 
might  not  have  made  me,  at  that  time, 
promife  to  do  every  thing  he  would 

*  kaTS 
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have  me;  but  fome  company  coming 
in,  Ivickily  preferved  me  from  adding 
to  the  guilt  of  difobedience  that  of 
deceit. 

*  Thefe  vifitors  ftaid  with  us  till  very 
late ;  fo  I  was  relieved  from  any  far- 
ther perfecutions  for  that  night :  but 
the  next  morning,  at  breakfaft,  they 
were  renewed ;  and,  as  I  had  no  heart 
toconfent,  nor  courage  abfolutcly  to 
refufe,  I  could  only  beg  him  to  allow 
me  a  little  time  to  bring  my  mind  to 
a  conformity  with  his  will. 

*  It  is  certain  that  my  averfion  to  this 
match  feemed  unreafonable  even  to 
myfelf,  and  I  did  all  1  could  to  con- 
quer it;  but  my  efforts  to  that  pur- 
pofe  being  frultlefs,  I  fet  myfelf  to 
confider,  whether  to  live  under  the 
everlafting  difpleafure  of  a  father 
whom  I  revered  and  loved,  perhaps 
be  turned  out  of  doors  by  him,  and 
expofed  to  poverty  and  contempt,  or 
to  pafs  my  whole  life  in  opulence 
with  the  man  I  hated,  would  be  the 
leaft  of  evils. 

*  Oh,  ladies!  how  impoflible  is  it  to 
reprefent  what  it  was  I  felt  while  thus 
employed  !  To  whichfoever  of  thefe 
ways  I  turned  my  thoughts,  I  was  all 
horror  and  confufion  :  the  prefent  idea 
feemed  ftill  the  worft  ;  I  was  diftrafl- 
ed,  irrefolute,  and  fluftuated  between 
both  ;  and  all  I  knew  of  myfelf  was, 
that  I  was  wholly  incapable  of  fop- 
porting  either. 

*  To  heighten  my  afflI6lion,  though 
1  had  many  acquaintances,  I  had  no 
one  friend  on  whom  I  could  depend 
for  afiiftance  or  advice.  My  fifter, 
who,  by  the  rules  of  nature,  fhould 
have  pitied  my  diftrefs,  rather  added 
to  it  by  all  the  ways  Ihe  could  in- 
vent. 

'  Indeed,  (lie  never  loved  me  ;  and, 
I  have  reafon  to  believe,  I  owe  great 
part  of  my  father's  feverity  to  hpr  in- 
finuations.  I  will  tell  you  an  inci- 
dent which  confirms  me  in  that  be- 
lief:  it  was  tliis, 

*  The  very  Sunday  before  the  mif- 
fortune  I  am  now  reciting  befel  me, 
a  young  gentleman  happened  to  fit  in 
a  pew  jult  oppcfite  to  mine  :  he  fixed 
his  eyes  upon  me  with  fo  much  ear- 
neltnefs  during  the  whole  time  of  di- 
vine fervice,  that  I  could  not  help 
obferving  him  with  fome  confufion. 
After  we  came  out  of  church,  turn- 
ing my  head  back  upon  fome  occa- 


fion,  I  perceived  he  followed  me, 
though  at  a  diftance;  but  when  I 
came  near  our  door,  the  footman  who 
attended  me  ftepping  before  to  knock, 
he  advanced  haftily,  and  came  time 
enough  to  make  mc  a  profound  re- 
verence juft  as  I  was  entering  the 
houfe.  I  was  a  little  confounded, at 
I  had  never  feen  him  before.  I  re- 
turned his  civility,  however,  and  went 
in.  My  filter,  who  had  not  been  at 
church  that  day,  was  looking  out  of 
a  window,  and  beheld  this  palFage  : 
flie  railled  me  a  little  upon  it,  and 
alked  me  who  that  pretty  rellow 
was  that  came  to  the  door  with  me. 
I  told  her  the  fimple  truth,  and  it 
pafled  off  till  we  were  going  to-bed  j 
when  one  of  the  maids  told  me,  in  her 
prefence,  a  fine  young  gentleman  had 
watched  the  footman  as  he  was  going 
on  fome  errand,  and  alked  him  a- 
bundance  of  queftions  concerning 
me.  I  thought  it  a  little  ftrange,  but 
faid  nothing  j  nor  did  my  fifter  fcein 
to  take  much  notice  of  it. 
'  I  thought  little  of  this  adventure; 
but  found  Ihe  afterwards  made  a 
handle  of  it,  not  only  to  poflefs  my 
father  with  an  opinion  that  I  rejefted 
the  lover  he  recommended  to  me  for 
the  fake  of  one  who  was  my  owa 
choice,  but  alfo  to  reproach  me  as 
having  encouraged  a  clandeftine 
court  (hip. 

*  I  mention  this  only  to  (hew  hov» 
deftitute  I  was  of  any  confolation 
whatever ;  but, in  the  midft  of  pertur- 
bations which  almoft  deprived  me  of 
my  fenfes,  an  expedient  ftarted  at  once 
into  my  head,  which  flattered  me  with 
fome  fmall  profpeft  of  relief. 

*  My  lover  appeared  to  be  a  man 
who  wanted  neither  good  fcnfc  nor 
generofity  ;  and  I  fancied  that,  if  he 
knew  the  true  ftate  of  my  heart,  the 
one  would  fhew  him  the  extreme  mad- 
nefs  of  marrying  a  woman  who  had 
fo  utter  a  diflike  to  him  ;  and  the 
other  make  him  aftiamed  of  rendering 
miferabk  the  perfon  he  pretended  to 
love.  '• " 

'  On  this  foundation  I  built  my 
hopes  ;  and  refolved.on  his  next  vifit, 
to  make  him  thoroughly  acquainted 
with  the  deplorable  condition  to 
which  I  was  reduced  by  his  unfor- 
tunate palTion  ;  and  to  befeech  him  to 
withdraw  his  pretenfions  as  of  hia 
own  accord,  and  without  hinting  to 
O  »  *  my 
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my  father  that  any  thin^  in  my  beha- 
vioui-  had  been  the  caufe. 

*  But,  alas!  I  had  no  fooner  con- 
trived this  projeft,  than  I  found  the 
iinpraflicabilitv  of  putting  it  into 
execution.  My  father  liad  a  clofet 
whjch  opened  from  his  bed-chambei  j 
it  was,  betvvKen  that  and  the  dining- 
room,  and  divided  from  the  latter  by 
a  thin  partition. 

*  Good  God  !'  continued  this  affllft- 
ed  fair-one,  '  how  every  thing  confpired 

againfline!  My  father  hid  always 
kept  the  key  of  this  clofet  himfelf, 
but  had  now  given  it  to  my  fifterj 
and,  I  foon  found,  for  no  otiier  pur- 
psfe  than  that  flie  fliould  hear  from 
thence  what  pafTed  between  me  and 
my  lover,  and  give  him  an  account. 
'  Though  I  only  fufpecled  this  at 
firft,  yet  was  certain  of  it  when,  be- 
ing called  down  from  my  chamber 
wher^I  lay,  to  receive  my  lover,  who 
waited  for  me  in  the  dining-room,  I 
faw,  as  I  croffed  the  ftair-cafe,  the 
fhadow  of  my  fifterpafTinghaftily  into 
the  very  clofet  I  have  mentioned. 

*  The  old  gentleman  was  in  great 
good-humour  that  day;  and  perhaps 
my  tears  and  prayers  might  have 
worked  on  him  the  effe6l  I  wifhed, 
had  I  not  been  fo  unhappily  difap- 
pointed  of  maki^ig  the  experiment. 

*  ILivIng  taken  notice,  I  fuppofe, 
that  I  wore  no  watch,  though  indeed 
I  had  one,  but,  it  being  out  of  order, 
was  fent  fome  time  before  to  be  mend- 
ed, he  brought  with  liim  a  fine  re- 
peater fet  round  with  diamonds,  and 
begged  me  to  accept  of  it.  As  I 
knew  who  was  witnefs  of  our  con- 
verfaition,  I  durft  not  refufe  his  pre- 
fent,  and  much  lefs  talk  to  him  in  the 
manner  I  had  intended. 

*  I  knew  not  then  what  courfe  to 
take;  but,  at  laft,  bethought  nie  of 
employing  my  pen  fo  give  him  that 
information  which-  my  tongue  was 
deprived  of  all  opportunity  of  doing: 
accordingly  I  wiote  to  him  in  (his 
manner. 


,  *t 


SIR, 


*•  TT  is  only  in  your  p>ower  to  f-ve 
-  "  me  from  the  v^orft  of  mifcries; 
"  that  of  a  forced  marriage,  Aly  f.i- 
'"  thrr  is  inexorable  to  my  tears,  and 
*,'  ftfolute  to  compel  me  to  be  yours  j 
*'  but  not  all  .ki.s:authority,  ygur  me- 
♦*  /it»,  nor  my  fiiil  "ii^flfabi^liiy  ti  th«m, 


■'  can  ever  bring  my  heart  to  conTcn? 
to  the  union  you  propofe  :  in  fine,  I 
cannot  love  you  as  a  hufband,  but 
fliall  always  regard  you  as  the  beft 
of  friends,  if  you  forego  the  claim 
paternal  power  has  given  you,  and 
refufe  that  hand,  the  acceptance  of 
which  would  infallibly  make  you  no 
lefs  wretched  than  myfelf.  Confider, 
therefore.  Sir,  what  it  is  you  are 
about,  and  drive  not  an  unhappy 
maid  to  defperation  ;  for,  be  affured, 
I  will  feek  relief  in  death  rather  than 
be  yours." 

*  This  I  folded  up;  but  neither  fealed 
nor  direfted  it,  as  I  defigned  to  flip 
it  into  his  own  hands  as  he  fhould  be 
going  away  from  his  next  vifit :  but 
here  again  my  fcheme  was  fruftrated, 
my  father  coming  home  before  he 
went  away,  and  waiting  on  him  dowa 
Hairs. 

'  The    enfuing    day,    however,    I 

thought  myfelf  more  fortunate.     He 

came;  and  bufinefs  calling  him  away 

fomewhat  before  his  ufual  hour,  J 

followed   to  the    dining-room,   and 

gave  him  the  paper,   faying   at  the 

fame  time — "  I  befeech  you,  Sir,  to 

'  confider  ferioufly  on  the  contents  of 

'  this,  and  make  no  mention  of  it  to 

'  my  father." 

*  Ke  looked  very  much  furprized,  and 
feemed  as  if  about  to  open  what  J 
gave  him;  but  I  clapped  my  hand 
haftily  upon  his,  crying — "  For  Hea- 

'  ven's  fake,  take  care  what  you  do; 

•  this  is  no  proper  place  !"  And  with 
thefe  words  turned  quick  into  the 
room,  to  prevent  any  quefcions  he 
migiit  have  made. 

'  I\Iy  heart  fluttered  a  little  at  the 
ilep  I  had  taken.  Sufpenfe  is  a  veiy 
uneafy  fituation ;  but,  as  I  thought 
it  impofiible  that  any  man  would 
ventuTe  to  marry  a  woman  who  had 
wrote  to  him  in  the  manner  1  had 
done,  I  gievv  more  compofed,  and 
flept  much  better  that  right  than  for 
feveral  preceding  ones. 

*  But,  oh!  how  fliort-lived  was  ray 
eal'e,  and  how  terrible  a  furcharge  pf 
woe  did  the  next  day  prefent  m* 
with  !  My  father,  who  went  out  feon 
after  breakfaft,  returned  not  till'  the 
Cloth  was  laid  for  dinner,  and  then 
oiify  to  tell  me  that  he  had  been  with 
my  lover  all  the  morning;  that  every 
thing  VY4S  conciud«d  between  tiiem  ; 

•  ani( 
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and  that  the  marriage  (hould  be  fo- 
lenanized  at  our  houfe  the  evening  of 
the  fucceeding  day. 

*  Judge,  ladies,  of  my  condition! 
The  con vi^  at  the  bar  feels  not  incie 
horror  at  the  fentenceof  approaching 
fate  than  I  did  at  the  event  which  I 
had  vainly  flattered  myfelf  was  far 
removed  from  me:  the  amazement  I 
was  in  kept  me  for  fome  moments  in 
a  kind  of  ftupid  lilence.  My  father 
was  fo  taken  up  in  dire6ling  my  filler 
what  preparations  fhe  /hould  make 
for  this  affair,  that  he  regarded  not  my 
confufion,  till  grief  and  defpair  un- 
loofed  my  tongue  5  and  I  cried  out— 

'  Oh,  Sir!  did  you  not  fay  I  fliould 
f  have  timei" 

•'  Time!"   replied  he;    "  can  any 

*  time  he  more  lucky,  for  you   than 

'  this,  when  you  arc  going  to  have  the 

'  fame  fettlementas  if  you  brought  ten 

•'  thoufand  pounds?    Your  lover  is  la 

<  pleafed  with  the   pretty  trick    you 

'  played  him  laH  night,  that,  I  be- 

'  lieve,  I  might  have  got  more  for  you 

if  I  had  infifted   upon  it:  but  this 

was  his  own  offer;    and  it  is  very 

well.    We  are  going  togetlier  to  my 

lawyer's,  to  order  the  writings." 

*  My  lifter  then  aflced  him  if  he 
would  not  dine;  to  which  heanfwcr- 
ed  in  the  negative  :  and,  after  giving 
her  fome  farther  inftru6tions,  left  us 
to  return  to  his  intended  fon-in-law, 
who,  he  faid,  waited  for  him  a:  the 
chocolate-houfe. 

'  Dinner  was  prefently  brought  in  : 
I  fat  down,  but  could  not  eat  a  bit. 
My  lifter,  who,  fince  the  death  of  my 
mother,  had  been  houfekeeper,  and 
affefled  to  be  very  notable,  talked  of 
nothing  but  the  hurry  flie  fhould  be 
in  ;  and  what  (hould  be  the  firll,  and 
what  fliould  be  the  fecond,  courfe  of 
thewedding-fupper  :  for  though  tliere 
were  but  two  or  three  friends  to  he 
invited,  yet  my  fither  had  ordered 
that  every  thing  of  this  dreadful  cere- 
mony (hould  be  fet  forth  with  as  much 
elegance  as  podible. 

*  On  my  making  no  reply  to  all  (he 
faid,  (he  told  me  1  was  a  fuUen  fool, 
and  did  not  deferve  my  good  fortune. 
I  had  no  fpirit  to  enter  into  any  al- 
tercation with  her  ;  fo  flung  from  the 
table,  and  retired  to  my  chamber,  to 
vent  thofe  cruel  agitations  with  wl'.icii 
I  was  now  more  thaa  ever  over- 
wheimeJ, 


'  The  firft  reflections  that  occurred 

to  me  were  on  this  hated  lover's  being 

pleafed  with  the  paper  I  had  giveti 

him,  and  telling  my  father  that  I  had 

played  him  a  pretty  trick.  "  What!" 

cried  I  to  myfelf,  *•'  is  it  not  enough 

that   he    negle6ls    my   complaints  ? 

Muft  healfo  infult  me  for  them,  and 

turn  my  grief  into  derifion  ?" 

*  But  I  had  no  time  to  wafte  on  this 
fubjefl;  my  doom  was  fixed;  and  I 
muft  either  fly  or  tamely  fubmittoit, 
I  jefolved  on  the  former,  whatever 
(liould  be  the  confpquence;  and  now 
thought  of  nothing  but  the  means  of 
accomplifliing  it. 

•  It  was  not  long  before  T  determined 
on  what  courfe  to  take.  I  have  aii 
aunt  married  toamerchant  at  Corkej 
I  believe  (he  will  grant  me  her  pro- 
teftion.  I  am  going,  however,  ta 
make  the  experiment;  and,  if  (lie  re- 
fufes,  muft  content  myfelf  to  earri 
my  bread  either  by  going  to  fervice, 
or  working  at  my  needle.' 


CHAP.      XIII. 

MAY  PROPERLY  EKOUGH  COMB 
UNDIR  THE  DENOMINATION  OF 
AN  APPENDIX  TO  THE  THREE 
LAST  PRECEDING  CHAPTERS, 
AS  CONTAINING  SOME  THINGS 
WHICH  OUGHT  TO  HAVE  ^ES.VI, 
INSERTED  IN  THEM. 

TH  E  fair  fugitive  now  thought  (Ije 
had  related  all  that  was  expeSed. 
from  her;  but  Lady  Speck,  perceiving 
(he  had  done  fpeaking,  prevented  what 
any  of  the  reft  of  the  company  would 
have  faid  on  that  occafion,  by  crying 
haftily — *  Madam,  you  have  not  givea 

*  us  an  account  of  the  manner  of  your 
'  efcaping  the  misfortune  you  fo  much 

dreaded  :  we  fee  you  here,  but  know 
not  by  what  means  you  are  lb,  with- 
out which  your  hiftory  will  be  ira- 
perfe6l.' 

*  As  I  may,  perhaps,  have  been  too 
circumrtantial  in  Ibme  parts  of  my 
narrative,'  replied  (he,  *  I  was  cau- 
tious not  to  weary  out  your  patience 
by  any  farther  particulars  of  an  event 
fo  little  deferving  your  regard  ;  but, 
as  you  are  fo  good  to  afford  me  your 
attention,  I  (liall  readily  make  you  a 
'  derail  of  whatever   p.iffed  from   the 

*  moment  of  my  refolving  10  fly  from 


no 
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my  father's  houfe  to  that  of  my  arri- 
val at  a  place  where  I  have  the  honour 
to  be  fo  generoufly  entertained  :  and  I 
am  the  more  glad  to  do  it,  as  there  is 
indeed  one  thing  which,  in  common 
jiillice  to  the  gentleman  who  made 
his  addrefles  to  nrac,  1  ought  not  to 
have  omitted. 

'  As  to  my  departure,'  piirfued  flie, 
nothing  was  more  eafilv  to  be  accom- 
plifhed.  No  one  ful'peeled  I  had  any 
thoughts  of  it ;  fo  no  care  was  taken 
to  prevent  my  flight,  either  by  con- 
fining my  perfon,  or  fetting  any  body 
to  obferve  my  motions  :  but  I  yvas 
willing  to  take  fuch  of  my  things  as 
I  could  conveniently  carry  with  me. 
This  required  fome  contrivance : 
there  was  no  poflibility  of  fending  a 
trunk  or  portmanteau  out  of  the 
houfe;  therefore  found  I  was  obliged 
to  leave  every  thing  behind  me  which 
I  could  not  be  the  porter  of  myfelf. 
•  My  fifter  was  mightv  bufy  all  that 
afternoon  in  her domeftick  affairs.  I 
employed  that  time  in  lookingover  my 
wearing  apparel ;  and  made  the  firlt 
aflbrtment  of  then'  I  could,  felefiing 
thofe  which  I  thought  I  could  leaft 
fupportthe  v»ant  of.  My  fine  laces  I 
crammed  into  ahandkerchief,  in  order 
to  put  into  my  pockets  ;  and  the 
more  bulky  part  of  my  linen,  with 
fome  upper-garments,  I  tied  in  two 
pillow-cafes;  and  then  effayed  whe- 
ther I  could  carry  them  on  each  fide 
under  my  hoop- petticoat,  and  found 
.1  could  do  it  very  well.  Certainly 
thefe  vaft  hoops  were  invented  chiefly 
for  the  conveniency  of  thofe  who 
carry  about  them  what  they  want 
Ihould  be  concealed!' 
Not  only  Mr.  Lovegrove,  but  the 
ladies  themfelves,  laughed  heartily  at 
this  reflexion  on  their  mode;  but  they 
would  not  interrupt  her;  and  ftie  went 
on. 

'  Pinding  I  was  able  to  walk  under 

*  the  burdens  I  had  piepared,  at  leaft 

*  as  far  as  out  of  fight  of  our  houfe,  I 

*  put  (hem  all  together  into  a   large 

*  trunk,  packed  up  as  they  were,  ready 
f  to  march  next  morning;  fori  thought 
f.  it  not  advifeable  lo  go  that  night,  as 

*  lying  at  any  houfe  in  town  might  en- 
■f  danger  a  difcovery;  and  I  knew  that 

*  no  carriage  of  any  kind  would  fet  out 

*  before  day-break. 

*  After  this  I  had  fat  down  and  con- 

*  fukied  what  moie  wa*  lo  be  done  be- 


fore I  went  away.  My  father,  fill 
now,  had  always  been  moft  indulgent 
to  me;  humoured  me  in  every  thing; 
and  even  this  laft  a6l  of  power,  cruel 
as  it  was,  I  knew  was  kindly  meant} 
I  could  not  therefore  think  of  leaving 
him, perhaps  forever,  without  letting 
him  fee  I  had  not  quite  forgot  the  re- 
verence I  owed  him. 

*  I  then  took  pen  and  paper,  and 
wrote  a  letter  to  him:  I  cannot  re- 
member exaflly  the  expreflions  I 
made  ufe  of,  but  know  they  were  as 
pathetick  as  could  be  dictated  by  a 
heart  overflowing,  as  mine  was,  with 
filial  love  and  grief. 

'  I  told  him  that  I  had  exerted  ths 
whole  force  of  my  endeavours  to  obey 
him;  that  my  reafon  and  the  infiH- 
mountable  averfion  I  had  to  the  match 
he  propofed,  had  occafioned  conflifls 
in  my  breaft  which  life  could  fcarcc 
fuftain;  that  I  fled  not  from  the  pre- 
fence  of  the  bell  of  fathers,  but  to 
avoid  being  guilty  of  a  deed  which 
would  have  been  yet  more  grievous 
to  him;  begged  him  to  forgive  me, 
and  to  reft  affured,  that  to  what  exi- 
gencies foever  I  might  be  reduced  in 
this  forlorn  and  helplefs  condition, 
nothingfhould  tempt  me  to  bringdif- 
grace  upon  my  family,  or  diftionour 
to  myfelf. 

*  Having  finifhed  this  melancholy 
epiftie,  I  threw  it  into  the  drawer  of 
a  little  efcrutoire,  defigning  to  take  it 
with  me  in  the  morning,  and  fend  it 
to  my  fatlier  by  the  penny-poft:  but, 
good  God!  how  great  was  my  con- 
fiifion,  when  happening  to  look  over 
fome  writings  I  have  here,  I  know  not 
for  what  reafon,  for  I  had  nothing 
which  I  feared  ftiould  be  expofed  af- 
ter I  was  gone,  one  of  the  firft  things 
I  laic  my  hands  on  was  the  very  pa- 
per I  had  wrote  to  my  lover,  and 
thought  1  had  given  to  him! 

'  I  did  not  pielently  conceive  how 
this  could  be.  I  knew  I  had  wrote  no 
copy,  and  that  it  was  the  fame  which  I 
had  been  certain  of  having  delivered 
to  him;  but  at  laft  I  remembered,  that 
not  being  able  to  give  it  to  him  on  the 
day  I  intended,  1  had  put  it  into  this 
drawer  to  prevent  it's  being  feen  by 
any  accident  ;  and  this  recolleflion 
convinced  me,  that,  inltead  of  a  letter 
of  complaint,  he  had  received  from 
me  a  foolilli  love  fong,  though  f^t  to 
very  good  mufick,  which  a  lady  of 

•  my 


JEMMY    AND    JENNY    JESS  AMY.  fir 


«  mr  acquaintance  had  defiied  me  to 
«  write  out  for  her;  and  I  thought,  as 
«  I  could  not  find  it,  I  had  dropt  it 
<  from  my  pocket.     It  begins  thus; 

««,  Dearcft  Damon,  would  ynu  (he* 
**  What  a  faithful  man  can  do, 

*•  Love  me  ever, 

"  Leave  me  never." 

She  was  proceeding,  but  Mr.  Love- 
grove  was  lb  highly  diverted  with  this 
incident,  that  he  could  not  forbear  in- 
terrupting: her.  •  By  heavens,  Ma- 
'  dam,'  ("aid  he,  *  it  would  have  been 

*  cruel  in  you  to  have  made  us  lofe  fo 

*  agreeable  a  part  of  your  hiftoryP 
The   ladies  expreffed  themfelves  in 

much  the  fame  manner.  '  I  cannot  help 
«  laughing,'  cried  Lady  Speck,  '  to 
«  think  of  the  old  gentleman's  tranf- 

*  ports  on  receiving  fo  fond  a  remon- 

*  (Irance  from  his  young  miftrefs.' — 
«  Nor  I,"  fubjoined  Mils  Wingman, 
«  at  the  idea  how  much   he   muft  be 

*  mortified  when  he  found  hiniielf  de- 

*  ceived.' — '  For  my  part,'  faid  Jenny, 
in  a  more  ferious  air,  '  I  pity  the  poor 
■«  man,  and  am  heartily  forry  for  the  la- 
«  dy,  who,  but  for  this  miftake,  might 

*  not,  perhaps,  have  been  driven  to  the 
«  ncceflity    of    quitting    her    father's 

*  houfe." 

♦  It  is  utterly  impoffible,  Madam,' 
replied  the  other,  refuming  the  thread 
of  her  difcourfe,  *  to  know  what  would 

*  have  happened,  had  this  not  been  the 

*  cafe.  I  was,  however,  fo  much  Jhock- 

*  ed  at  the  thoughts  of  what  I  had  done, 

*  that  I  refolved  to  let  him  continue  in 

*  his  error  no  longer  than  I  had  it  in 

*  my  power  to  convince  him  of  it.    To 

*  this  end  I  enclofed  the  letter  I  had  de- 

*  figned  for  him  in  another  piece  of  pa- 
<  per,  in  which  I  wrote,  I  thifik,  to  this 
.«  effea: 

«  SIR, 

"  'T^HE  filly  paper,  which  by  mif- 
-*■  "  take  I  pur  into  your  hands, 
**  muft  certainly  have  given  you  a  very 
'•  odd  opinion  both  of  my  underftand- 
•'  ing  and  fincerity. 

"  This  will,  however,  undeceive  you 
•*  as  to  the  latter,  by  (hewing  you  I 
*'  meant  not  to  difguifethe  true  litua- 
*'  tion  of  my  heart,  which  had  you 
*-•  fooner  known,  perhaps  I  might  not 
?.«  have  been  the  wretch  I  am;  but  it  is 
M  now  too  late  j  and  all  the  hopes  I  flatr 


"  tered  myfelf  with  from  your  jrenero- 
**  fity  and  compaffion  are  vaniQied  int» 
"  air. 

"  Yes,  Sir,  the  agreement  made  be. 
"  tween  my  father  and  yourfelf  drive* 
*'  me  fiom  all  I  once  thought  happi- 
"  nefs;  but  beg  you  to  believe  that  I 
"  fliall  always  retain  a  grateful  fenfeof 
"  the  advantages  offered  me  by  your 
**  love,  how  miierablefoeverit  has  mado 
"  me;  and  (hall  never  ceafe  to  wiO* 
"  you  may  longer  enjoy  all  thofe  blel- 
"  fir.gs  in  life  which  cruel  deftiny  de- 
*'  nies  any  part  of  to 

"  The  forlorn,  &c.'' 

»  To  this,'  continued  (he,  '  I  added 
'  a  poftfcript,  to  let  him  know  that  I 
'   left  behind   me  the  witch  which  he 

*  had  been  fo  good  to  prefent  me  with, 

*  and  doubted  not  but  my  father  would 

*  return  ii  to  him  as  foon  as  my  flight 
'   (liould  be  difcovered, 

«  Having  difpatched  all  that  I  thought 
'  neceffary  for  my  going,  my  mind  for 

*  fome  moments  was  as  eafy  and  com- 
'  pofed  a?  if  the  preparations  I  had  been 

*  making  were  only  for  a  journey  of 
'  pleafure;  but,  alas!  the  fad  occafiott 
'  ibon  recoiled  upon  me,  and  filled  me 
'  with  moft  gloomy  apprehenfions. 

'  My  father  came  home  in  the  even- 
'  ing  in  fo  jocole  a  humour  as  hindered 
'  him  from  obferving  that  melancholy 
«  which  I  could  not  elfe  have  been  able 
»  to  hide  from  him-,  he  had,  indeed, 
'  been  drinking  more  freely  than  he  was 

*  accuftomed;  and  I  found  alio  by  what 
'  he  faid,  that  my  lover,  by  tojfting  my 
'  health  too  plentifully,  had  rendered 
'  himfelf  incapable  of  waiting  on  me 
'  thut  night. 

•  Nothing  material  happened  aftec- 
'  wards  to  the  time  of  my  elopement, 
'  which  every  thing  feemed  to  favour: 
'  my  filter  went  very  eaf  ly  in  the  morn- 

*  ing  to  Covent  Garden  to  buy  fruit 

*  for  the  de(rerr,  taking  one  of  the  meo 

*  with  her  to  bring  home  what  pur- 
'  chafes  fhe  made;  the  other  was  bufy 
'  in  c!ea,.iug  the  plate;  all  the  maids 
'  were  in  the  kitchen,  and  my  fathec 
'  was  yet  in  bed  :  fo  thecoalt  being en- 

*  tirely  clear,  I  tied  my  panniers  to  my 

*  fides,  (luffed  my  pockets  with  as  much 

*  as  they  would  contain,  arid  went  dl- 

*  reftly  out  of  the  houfe  without  being 
<  feen  by  any  body;  though  1  believe 
'  whoever  had  met  me  would  not  have 
f  guciTed  in  vyhat  maiiuer  I  was  equip- 

*  iped. 


*  pulled  every  thing  out  of  my  pockef* 

*  that  were  in  them,  but  the  examina- 

*  tioii  only  fervetl  to  convince  me  that 

*  what  I  fought  was  loft.     I  know  not 

*  how  this  accidei7t  happened,  nor  is  it 

*  of  any  importance. 
*  It  is  eafy  to  conceive  how  teri'ihie 

*  a  misfortune  this  was  to  a  perfon  in 

*  my  prefent  circumftances.     I   (hould 

*  have  heen  driven  to  the  laft  defpair, 
'  if  a  thoUfijlit  had  not  occurred  to  me, 

*  that  the  little  box  I  took  the  liberty 
'  of  fending  by  the  woman  of  the  houle 

*  might  be  acceptable  to  fome  one  or 

*  other  of  this  company.* 
Here  ended  all  (he  had  to  fay;  but  the 

conclufion  was  accompanied  with  Ibme 
tears,  which,  notwithftanding  robbed 
the  eyes  from  which  they  fell  of  no  part 
of  their  luftre. 
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ped.  I  made  all  thehafte  I  could  out 
of  the  ftreet,  however;  ftept  into  the 
firft  hackney-coach  I  found,  and 
drove  to  a  place  where  I  remembered 
tohavefeen  fecond-hand  cloaths  hung 
up  for  fale;  there  I  bought  this  rid- 
ing-hood, which  I  thought  would  be 
fome  kind  of  a  difguife. 

♦  Briftol  being  juft  oppofite  to  that 
part  of  Ireland  where  my  aunt  lives, 
I  had  no  olher  route  to  take;  but,  in 
the  hurry  of  my  thoughts,  had  never 
once  confidered  that  as  I  had  fecured 
no  place  in  tlie  ftagecosch,  it  was  a 
thoufand  againft  one  if  there  would  be 
any  room  for  me  in  it  this  feafon  of 
the  year. 

♦  I  did  not  forget,  however,  in  my 
way  to  the  inn,  to  put  the  letters  I 
bad  wrote  to  my  fuher  and  lover  into 
the  penny  port;  but  found,  when  I 
came  there,  the  coach  was  not  only 
full,  but  had  fet  out  above  an  hour 
before.  This  put  me  into  great  per-- 
plexity;  but  I  was  now  embarked  on 
an  expedition,  and  niuft  go  through 
it  fome  how  or  other.  The  WJndfur 
flage  was  Juft  going  out,  and  had  a 
place,  which  I  gladly  filled,  in  order 
to  be  fo  far  on  my  journey. 
'  On  my  arrival  there,  I  was  at  as 
great  a  h>fs  as  before;  but  being  told 
riiat  if  I  hired  a  chaife  to  Maiden- 
head, I  might  pcffibly  find  a  place  in 
fome  one  or  other  of  the  coaches  that 
put  in  theje,  I  took  this  advice;  but 
would  not  lie  in  that  town,  left  I 
ftculd  be  feen  by  fome  perfons  of  my 
acquaintance  that  lived  there;  (b  drove 
on  to  this  village,  which  I  thought 
would  anfwer  my  purpofe  as  well,  as 
I  fhould  catch  the  coaches  as  they 
paffed  by  this  morning.  I  got  up  very 
earlv,  that  I  might  be  ready  for  the 
firft;  for  it  was  indifferent  to  me  in 
which  I  went,  provided  they  totik  tlie 
road  I  wantsd  to  go;  but  my  hopes 
deceived  me;  every  one  that  came  this 
way  was  full. 

♦  But  this  was  not  the  only,  nor  the 
worft  difappointment  I  met  with  at 
this  place.  Having  laid  out  v^hat  loofe 
iiioney  I  had  about  me,  I  thought  to 
have  recourfe  to  my  purfe;  in  which, 
btfidcs  fi;fficient  to  defrny  the  ex- 
pcnces  of  my  journey,  thers  was  a 
diamond- ring  v/iiich  had  been  my 
niotl>er's,  and  a  medal  which  I  fet  a 
high  value  upon:  not  findir.g  it  pre- 

*  fently,  1  was  very  c\uch  alauatd.     J 


CHAP.     XIV. 

CONTAINS  MUCH  MATTER  FOR  FDI- 
FICATION,  BUT  VERY  LITTLE 
FOR  ENTERTAINMENT. 

TH  E  diftrelTes  of  a  beautiful  per- 
fon have  a  double  influence  over 
the  heart.  Thofe  misfortunes  which  tiie 
dignity  of  our  nature  oblige  us  to  com- 
miferate,  excite  a  more  kindly  warmth, 
a  niore  Jnterelted  concern,  in  propor- 
tion to  the  lovelinefs  of  the  objeft  we 
fee  labouring  under  them. 

There  was  fomething  in  the  air  and 
whole  behaviour  of  i his  young  ftranger, 
which,  joined  to  the  calamity  of  her 
prefent  condition,  had  a  kind  of  mag- 
netick  force,  capable  of  attracting  both 
refpeft  and  compaffion  in  minds  lefs 
generous  and  gentle  than  thofe  of  the 
compmy  fhe  now  was  with. 

They  thanked  her  for  the  pleafure 
file  had  given  them  in  the  recital  of  her 
adventures,  and  at  the  fame  time  tefti- 
fied  the  moft  affeftionatc  concern  for  the 
event. 

Each  having  exprefTed  fome  part  of 
their  fentimenis  on  this  occafion.  Lady 
Speck  drew  her  fifter  and  Jenny  afide, 
and,afterafliort  whifperbetv/een  thera- 
fclves,  all  returned  to  their  feats;  and 
the  former  addrtfTing  herfelf  to  their 
unfortunate  gueft,  fpCke  in  this  man- 
ner; 

'  We  cannot  think,  Madam,*  fald 
fhe,  '  of  depriving  you  of  a  thing 
♦  which   an  unfQieften   neceffity    b.'ifi 

*  obliges! 
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*  obliged  you  to  expofe  to  fale;  but  if 

*  ycu  pleafe  to  receive  a  fmall  contri- 

*  buiion  In  lieu  of  a  puichafe,  we  (hall 

*  take  your  acceptance  as  a  favour  done 

*  to  ourfelves.' 

With  thefe  words  her  ladyfhip  put 
fix  guineas  into  her  hand,  which  (he 
took,  bowed,  and  bluflied;  though  not 
half  fo  much  as  Jenny  did,  who  was 
extremely  fcandalized  at  the  meannefs 
of  the  prefent,  though  (lie  did  not  think 
proper  to  difcover  her  opinion  of  it  at 
that  time. 

On  this  Mr.  Lovegrove,  who  doubt- 
]efs  had  his  own  reflexions,  cried  hafti- 
]y  out — '  Then,  ladies,  (ince  you  will 

*  not  buy   the  box,   I  will;    I  have  a 

*  mind  to  make  a  prefent  of  ft  to  a 

*  lady.' — '  I  proteft   1   will  not  iiave 

*  it,'  faid  Lady  Speck.  *  Nor  I,'  re- 
joined Mifs  Wingman.  '  Nor  I,'  cried 
Jenny.     '  You  need  not  be  under  this 

*  agitation,  ladies,'  replied  he,  fmil- 
ing;  '  for,  I  affure  you,  it  neither  was 

*  nor  is  my  intention  to  make  an  offer- 

*  ing  of  it  to  any  of  you.' 

They  all  looked  a  little  grave  at  hear- 
ing him  fpeak  in  this  manner,  but  faid 
nothing;  while  he  counted  ten  guineas 
out  of  his  purfe,  and  prefented  them  to 
the  fair  fugitive  with  one  hand,  and 
with  the  other,  in  the  fame  moment, 
took  up  the  fnu(F-box,  which  had  all 
this  time  lain  on  a  fide-board  near 
which  he  fat.  *  This,  Madam,'  faid 
he,  '  is  an  equivalent,  I  believe.' 

He  then  put  the  box  into  his  pocket 
•with  a  very  ferious  air;  but  immediate- 
ly taking  it  out  again,  laid  it  into  the 
Jap  of  the  owner.  '  You  are  the  only 
'  perfon.  Madam,'  faid  he,  '  to  whom 

*  I    ought   to    make  this   prefent:    be 

*  pleafed  to  accept  it  as  a  token  of  my 

*  (incere  refpeft  for  a  lady  who  at  your 

*  years  can  have  behaved  with  fo  much 

*  fortitude  and  refolution.' 

All  the  ladies  were  highly  pleafed  at 
the  gallant  turn  he  had  given  to  this 
affair;  but  the  obliged  perfon  was  fo 
much  overwhelmed  with  the  fenfe  (he 
had  of  fuch  an  unexpe6^ed  aft  of  ge- 
rerofity,  that  (he  was  able  to  exprefs 
her  gratitude  only  in  broken  and  dif- 
jointed  phrafes;  which,  notwithftand. 
ing,  Mr.  Lovegrove  would  not  fuffer 
her  to  go  on  with;  but  afked  her  in 
what  manner  (he  now  intended  to  pro- 
f'ecute  her  journey. 

She  replifd,  that  as  there  was  no 
vyjicpl-faffiage  to  be  procured  in  that 


village,  (he  had  thoughts  of  taking  a 
man  and  horfe  to  conduct  her  as  far  a» 
Reading,  where  (he  was  informed  (he 
might  be  fure  of  being  better  accom- 
modated. 

Though  Mr.  Lovegrove  had  no  other 
view  in  this  queftion  than  merely  to 
turn  the  difcourfe,  it  proved  a  very  for- 
tunate one  for  the  young  traveller:  on 
hearing  the  aniwer  (he  made — '  You 

*  need  not,'  faid  Lady  Speck,  *  be  at 

*  the  pains  orexpence  of  hiring  a  man 
'  and  horfe,  as  we  have  enough  of  both 

*  (landing  idle.     I  doubt  not  but  the 

*  woman  of  the  houfe  will  readily  pro- 

*  vide  a  pillion;  and  you  may  ride  be- 

*  hind  one  of  my  fervants.' 

This  offer  being  too  convenient,  as 
well  as  obliging,  not  to  be  joyfully  ac- 
cepted, the  lady  immediately  called  for 
one  of  her  fervants,  and  gave  him  or- 
ders to  do  as  (he  had  ("aid;  adding  with- 
ai,  that  when  they  came  to  Reading  he 
(hould  ufe  his  endeavours  to  alfilt  the 
young  lady  he  carried  in  getting  a  poft- 
chaife  for  her  topurdie  her  journey. 

A  very  little  time  ferved  for  the  exe- 
cution of  this  command;  and  after  the 
moft  becoming  retributions  on  the  one 
fide,  and  fincere  good  wifhes  on  the 
other,  the  fair  ftranger  took  her  leave 
of  a  company  among  whom  (he  had 
been  fo  providentially  thrown  in  a  time 
of  fuch  diftrefs. 

Jenny,  who  had  her  head  and  heart 
a  good  deal  taken  up  with  what  had 
pa(red,  followed  her  down  ftairs;  and 
making  her  ftep  into  a  little  room  where 
they  could  not  be  overheard,  furprized 
her  with  thefe  words. 

*  I  cannot  exprefs,'  faid  fhe,withthe 
greateft  fweetnefs  in  her  voice  and  looks, 
how  deeply  I  have  been  touched  with 
your  misfortunes,  nor  how  much 
afhamed  I  am  of  the  (lender  contribu- 
tion made  for  your  relief.  Lady  Speck 
is  very  good;  and  I  never  was  more 
amazed  than  to  hear  her  mention  fo 
pitiful  a  fum  as  two  guineas a-piece; 
but  as  it  was  agreed  to  by  her  fifter, 
I  could  not  well  oppofe  it  without 
giving  offence:  I  (hall,  however,  ne- 
ver be  able  to  remeipber  this  affair 
without  blu(hing,  if  you  do  not  allow 
me  to  make  up  Tome  part  of  the  de- 
ficiency.' 
She  accompanied  the  latter  part  of 
this  fpeech  with  a  prefent  of  five  gui- 
neas, which  the  other  (hewed  great  un-» 
willingnefs  to  acceptj  faying,  (he  was 
P  already 
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alreativ  overloaded  with  favours,  and 
what  ihs  had  received  was  more  than 
fufficier.t  for  all  the  purpofes  (lie  want- 
ed; but  Jer.ny  told  her,  that  (he  knew 
rot  what  accidents  might  happen  to  a 
perfon  at  fuch  a  diftance  from  her 
frienclsj  and,  in  fine,  forced  her  to  take 
it;  then,  after  giving  her  a  moft  cor- 
dial embrace,  left  her,  and  returned  to 
the  company,  without  taking  any  no- 
tice of  the  occafion  of  her  leaving  them. 
She  found  them  animadverting  on 
this  adventure,  which  doubtlefs  had 
fomething  pretty  extraordinary  in  it. 
Lady  Speck  was  juft  faying  how  lucky 
a  thing  it  was  for  the  young  ftianger 
that  fiie  happened  to  come  into  the  fame 
inn  where  they  were.     *  It  was  fo,  in- 

*  deed,'  replied  Jenny;  •  and  I  think 

*  no  lefs  fortunate  for  us  alfo,  as  the 

*  fight  of  her  diftrefs  has  given  us  an 

*  opportunity  of  doing  what  every  one 

*  ought  to  rejoice  in  having  the  power 
<  to  do.' 

'  Nothing  can  be   more  juft,  Ma- 

*  dam,  than  this  refiection  of  yours,' 
faid  Mr.  Lovegrovej  *  but  T  am  forry 

*  to  have  obferved,  that  there  are  too 
^  many  who  have  greatly  the  pjwer 

*  without  being  bleffcd  with  the  will 

*  to  do  the    leaft  good  office:    others 

*  again,  who,  though  of  a  more  bene- 

*  ficent  difpofition,  confine  their  boun- 

*  ties  within  the  narrow  compafs  of  their 

*  own  acquaintance.     Ditlrefs   is   not 
'  diftrefs  with  them,  unlels  the  perfon 

*  who  labgurs  under  it  be   known  to 

*  them;  forgetting  that  all  mankind  are 

*  but  one  family,  defcended  originally 
^  from  the  fame  parents;  that  every  in- 

*  dividual  is  a  branch  from  the  fame 
^   ftock,  and  confequently  have  a  kin- 

*  dred  right  to  the  proteiSlion  of  each 

*  other. 

•  I  was  an  ear  witnefs  not  long  ago,' 
continued  he,  '  of  a  veryfevereas  wellas 

*  geoteel  reprimand  given  toa  peer  of  the 

*  firft  rank  by  a  perfon  in  great  diftrefs, 

*  who  had   petitioned  his   lo.dfliip  for 

*  relief,  and  to   whom  he  fent  for  an- 

*  fwer,  that  he  knev/  nothing  of  him, 

*  and  that  he  never  gave  any  thing  to 

*  ftrangers;    pn    this    the  unfortunate 

*  perfon  replied  tq  him   that  delivered 

*  the  meflage — "  Then  tell  your  loid 
^'  that  he  will  never  relieve  an  angel." 

This  worthy  gentleman  would  per- 
liaps  have  farihere>fpatiatedon  the  beau- 
ties of  a  mind  extenfively  benevolent, 
if  they  had  not  l^een  interrupted  by 


Landy,  who  came  up  to  acquaint  thent 
the  neceflary  repairs  of  the  coach  were 
now  entirely  finiftied.  On  hearing  this, 
as  there  w-ere  yet  fome  hours  of  day- 
light, they  all  agreed  to  go  to  Maiden- 
head that  night;  not  only  becaufe  they 
were  fure  of  meeting  with  better  ac- 
commodation than  they  liad  found  here, 
but  alfo  for  the  fake  of  being  fo  much 
the  farther  on  their  journey. 

Every  thing  being  got  ready  with  all 
imaginable  expedition,  they  departed 
from  that  village,  where  Lady  Speck 
left  orders  that  the  fervant  who  had 
been  fent  to  conduft  the  young  ftranger 
fhould  refrefli  himfelf  there  that  night, 
and  follow  them  early  the  next  morning 
to  Maidenhead. 


CHAP.     XV. 

CANNOT  FAIL  OF  GIVING  AN  A- 
GREKABLE SENSATION  TO  EVERY 
HONEST  AND  GOOD-NATURED 
READER, 

MISS  Wingman,  who,  befides  the 
natural  affection  (he  had  for  a 
mother  who  tenderly  loved  her,  had 
always  been  bred  in  the  ftrifteft  prin- 
ciples of  duty  and  obedience  to  her, 
could  not  keep  herfelf  from  being  a 
little  uneafy  at  the  delay  that  had  hap- 
pened in  their  journey,  fearing  that  in- 
dulgent parent  might  be  under  fcmeap- 
prehenfions  of  her  being  detained  by  a 
worfe  accident  than  the  real  one,  a  day 
longer  than  fheexpe£led. 

To  relieve  her  as  foon  as  poflible, 
however,  from  the  anxieties  ftie  might 
be  under  on  this  fcore,  fiie  made  Lan- 
dy, inftead  of  flopping  with  them  at 
Maidenhead,  proceed  direflly,  and  with 
all  the  fpeed  he  could,  towards  Lon- 
don: the  hon-'ft  fteward  knowing  his 
old  lady's  temper,  was  glad  to  be 
charged  with  this  commiflion,  affured 
the  young  one,  that,  as  far  as  the  day 
was  advanced,  he  doubted  not  but  he 
ftiould  be  able  to  reach  Windfor  that 
night;  and  from  thence,  fetting  out 
early  the  next  morning,  carry  Lady 
"Wingman  the  joyful  news  of  theirap- 
proach  fcveral  houis  before  the  coach 
could  poflibly  arrive. 

This  filial  obfervance,  in  a  young 
lady  of  Mifs  Wingman's  gay  and  vo- 
latile difpofition,  appeared  extremely 
amiabl?  ia  the  sycs  buth  of  Jecny  an^ 
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Mr.  Lovegrove;  but  I  will  not  trouble 
the  reader  with  any  repetition  of  the 
many  compliments  they  made  to  he:- 
upon  the  occafion,  things  of  much 
greater  moment  requiring  to  be  uif- 
cufTed. 

Nothing  worthy  of  obtaining  a  place 
in  this  hi  (lory  happening  at  preient,  I 
fliall  only  fay,  they  all  came  to  Maiden- 
head perfectly  well  pleafed  with  the 
change  of  their  quarters;  and  that  Mr. 
Lovegrove,  to  whofe  direction  every 
thing  was  left,  took  care  they  (hould 
be  made  full  amends  that  evening  for 
the  bad  entertainment  of  the  preceding 
one. 

The  fervant,  who  had  been  fent  to 
attend  the  fair  fugitive,  returned,  ac- 
cording to  the  orders  he  had  received, 
very  early  in  the  morning,  and  brought 
an  account,  that  he  had  been  fo  fortu- 
nate as  to  procure  a  handfome  poft- 
chaife  for  her,  which  was  to  carry  her 
quite  to  Briftol. 

Mr.  Lovegrove,  Jenny,  and  Mifs 
Wingman,  were  all  up  and  drefledj 
the  equipage  was  ready:  but  Lady 
Speck,  who  loved  to  travel  at  her  eafe, 
not  rifing  before  her  ufual  hour,  they 
did  not  fet  out  fo  foon  as  fome  of  the 
company,  her  filler  in  particular,  were 
impatient  to  do. 

Notwith (landing  this,  the  high  metal 
of  the  horfes,  andfkillof  the  condu6lor, 
brought  them  to  London  pretty  early  in 
the  afternoon.  Lady  Speck,  who 
thought  herfclf  under  an  indifpenfable 
duty  of  waiting  on  her  mother  before 
fhe  went  home,  prevailed  on  Jenny 
and  Mr.  Lovegrove  to  accompany  them ; 
fo  the  coacliman  was  ordered  to  drive 
xlireflly  thither. 

It  cannot  be  doubted  but  that  the 
good  old  lady  received  her  two  daugh- 
ters with  all  the  demonftrations  of  af- 
feflion  imaginable,  and  thofe  they 
brought  with  them  with  the  greatelt 
Complaifance;  but  after  the  firft  faluta- 
tions  were  over — '  I  am  forry,'  (aid  ihe, 
turning  to  Lady  Speck,  '  that  what  I 

*  wrote   to  Kitty  has  made  you  and 

*  Mifs  Jelfamy   quit  the  pleafures   of 

*  Bath,  (b  much  iboner  than  1  believe 

*  either  of  you  intended.' 

*  I  am  forry,  Aladam,'  replied  (he, 

*  for  the  occafion   of  your  ladyship's 

*  writing  in   that  manner.' — '  So  am 

*  not  I,'  cried  a  voice  well  known  to 
all  that  were  prefent;  and  immediately 
Lord  Huratley,  followed  by  Sir  Tho- 


mas Welby,rufhed  from  an  inner  room, 
vt'here  they  had  withdrawn  on  the  ladie« 
coming  up.  '  The  late  cloud,'  con- 
tinued Lord  rluntley,  '  caft  upon  my 
'  honour,  I  hope  will  only  ferve  to  ren- 

•  der  it  more  bright  in  the  eyes  of  thofe 

•  to  v»hom.  I  moll  defire  it  fhould  be  con- 

•  fpicuous.' 

He  then  paid  his  compliments  to  each 
of  the  ladies,  one  after  another,  who 
were  all  of  them  fo  aftoni(hed  at  the 
fight  of  him,  that  they  had  not  the 
power  of  uttering  one  word:  this  fcene, 
in  effeft  was  fo  pleafant,  that  Sir  Tho- 
mas Welby  laughed  till  his  fides  (hook; 
and  Lady  Wingman,  in  fpite  of  her 
gravity,  could  not  forbear  fmiling. 

As  Lord  Huntley  advanced  to  em- 
brace Mr.  Lovegrove — '  I  congratulate 
you,  my  lord,'  faid  that  gentleman; 
I  congratulate  you,  fince  there  needs 
no  other  proof  than  feeing  your  lord- 
fiiip  heie,  to  alTure  me  that  your  in- 
nocence is  fully  cleared.' 
'  Aye,  aye,'  cried  Sir  Thomas  Wel- 
by;  '  all  this  buftle  has  happened 
through  my  foolifh  miftake:  and  I  am 
glad  that,  befides  ray  fair  charge  and 
her  mother,  here  are  fo  many  wit- 
nefles  of  my  acknowledging  it.' 
'  Sir  Thomas,'  replied  Lord  Hunt- 
ley, '  you  have  fo  well  atoned  for  i-e- 
prefenting  me  more  unworthy  than  I 
really  am,  or  can  be,  by  thepromife 
you  have  given  me  of  uUng  your  in- 
tered  to  make  me  more  happy  than  I 
can  ever  deferve  to  be,  that  I  have 
reafon  to  blefs  an  error  fo  propitious 
to  my  hopes.' 

'  The  event,  I  perceive,  has  proved 

fortunate  enough,'  faid  Lady  Speck^ 

but,  methinks,  I   fhould   be  glad  to 

know  how  it  came  about  to  be  fb,  and 

by  what  means  Sir  Thomas  vras  i'o 

flrangely  deceived.' 

*  Strangely  indeed,    oVTadam!'    an- 

fwered  he;  '  I  am  afhamcd  to  think  of 

it:  but  have  a  little  patience,  and  you 

Ihall  be  fully  acquainted  with  all  the 

particulars  of  this  very  fooli/h  affair^ 

It  is  a  penance  I  have  enjoined  my- 

felf,  for   my  weaknefs  in  lb  rafhiy 

giving  credit  to  appearances.' 

The  company  now  feated  themfelves, 

which  before  they   had  not  done;  and 

Sir  Thomas,  on  feeing  the  three  young 

ladies  and  Air,  Lovegiove  prepared  to 

give  their  attention  to  what  he  had  to 

deliver,  began    the  recital  he  had  pro- 

mifed,  in  thefe  or  the  like  words. 

P  »  ♦  Happening 
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*  Happening  to  call,'  faid  he,  •  at 
the  houfs  of  an  honeft  tradefman 
with  whom  I  have  been  long  ac- 
quainted, I  was  a  little  furprized,  on 
pafTrng  through  his  (hop,  to  hear  a 
perfon  wiio  can^e  in  ju ft  after  me,  en- 
quiie  if  Lord  Huntley  or  his  lady 
were  at  home. 

*  I  ftaidnotto  hear  what  anfwer  was 
given  to  the  man,  but  went  direflly 
to  my  friend,  whom  I  faw  fitting  in 
his  counting-houfe:  the  firllqueftion 
I  a/ked  him  was,  what  lodgers  he  had 
in  the  houfe  ?  To  which  he  replied, 
that  atprefenthe  had  the  honour  of 
having  Lord  and  Lady  Huntley,  of 
the  kingdom  of  Ireland;  but  fliould 
not  long  be  fo  happy,  for  they  had 
taken  a  great  houfe  in  the  New  Build- 
ings, and  only  waited  till  their  fur- 
niture, which  was  on  the  road  from 
Weft-Chefter,  (hould  arrive. 

*  The  confternation  I  was  in  made 
me  put  a  great  many  interrogations 
to  him,  fome  of  which  I  believe  were 
impertinent  enough;  but  he  had  the 
good  manners,  however,  to  anfwer 
fuccinflly  to  everything  I  alked,  ac- 
cording to  the  belt  of  his  knowledge. 
He  told  me,  that  Lord  Huntley  had 
been  in  England  fome  time  before  his 
lady;  that  he  had  (laid  but  two  nights 
with  her  in  thefe  lodgings  before  he 
went  out  of  town,  and  would  not  re- 
turn till  his  houfe  (hould  be  quite 
compleated,  and  fit  for  his  reception, 
leaving  the  care  of  eve.-y  thing  to  her 
lady(hip  ai:d  the  (teward. 

'  He  alfo  added,  that  hearing  they 
intended  to  furni(h  one  apartment 
entirely  new,  he  had  recommended  an 
uphoKlerer  and  cabinet-maker  to  them 
for  that  purpofe,  and  hoped  he  (liould 
have  an  opportunity  of  obliging  fe- 
veral  others  of  his  friends  and  neigh- 
bours, by  helping  them  to  the  cuf- 
tom  of  this  noble  lord, 

*  As  he  is  of  a  very  communicative 
difpofition,  he  ran  on,  of  his  own 
accord,  with  feveral  other  particu- 
lars; to  which,  indeed,  I  didnotgive 
much  attention,  thinking  myfelf  tho- 
roughly convinced  in  the  main  point, 
that  of  Lord  Huntley's  being  a  mar- 
ried man. 

*  But  notwithftanding  all  he  faid 
ferved  to  corroborate  that  belief  in 
me,  I  was  willing  to  be  (lill  more 
confirmed j  which  I  thought  1  might 


be,  by  feeing  and  fpeaking  to  the  lad/ 
herfelf. 

*  Accordingly  I  told  my  friend,  that 
I  was  well  acquainted  with  Lord 
Huntley,  though  I  had  not  till  now 
heard  of  his  marriage;  but  that,  fmce 
it  was  fo,  and  the  thing  feemed  to  be 
no  fecret,  I  .'hould  be  glad  to  pay  my 
compliments  to  her  lady(hip  on  that 
occaiion. 

'  To  this  he  replied,  that  (he  was 
the  beft-humoured  woman  in  the 
world,  and  he  was  fure  would  take 
itvery  kindly.    *' Yonder  is  the  ftew- 

■  ard,"   cried   he;  «'  I  will   let   him 

■  know  your  intentions,"  In  fpeak- 
ing thefe  words,  and  without  wait- 
ing to  hear  what  I  would  fay,  he 
beckoned  to  a  perfon  who  was  that 
moment  coming  into  the  houfe:  pre- 
fentlythe  word  countenanced  man  I 
ever  faw,  on  my  fignifying  to  him 
my  defije  of  waiting  on  Lady  Hunt- 
ley, anfwered  with  a  great  deal  of  ci- 
vility, that  he  would  fee  if  herlady- 
fliip  was  at  leifure  to  receive  the  ho- 
nour of  my  vifit. 

'  I  forgot  to  fend  up  my  name,  which 
blunder  occafioned  him  to  come  down 
again  to  afk  it.  I  made  no  fcruple 
to  inform  him  who  I  was,  with  this 
addition,  of  being  one  of  Lord  Hunt- 
ley's friends:  he  went  up  again,  but 
ftaid'much  longer  above  the  fecond 
time  than  he  had  done  the  firft;  at 
Ia(i,  hov^ever,  he  returned  with  leave 
for  my  admilTion. 

•  I  followed  my  condu6lor,  who  in- 
troduced me  to  the  prefence  of  a  very 
lovely  woman  indeed,  though  (he  had 
foraewiiat  of  a  downcaft  look  in  her 
eyes;  which,  as  well  as  a  good  deal 
of  hciitation  in  her  voice  in  receiving 
me,  I  at  that  time  imputed  to  her 
modefty,  on  finding  herfelf  accofted 
by  a  (trangcr;  but  have  fmce  found 
more  proper  caufes  to  afcribe  it  to> 
thole  of  guilt  and  fear. 

'  When  the  firit  compliments  were 
palfed,  I  took  the  liberty  of  alking 
her  to  what  part  of  the  country  my 
lord  had  retired.  She  feemed  in  more 
confufion  than  before  at  this  quef- 
lion,  which  then  gave  me  fome  fur- 
prize;  but  on  refitting  afterwaids 
upon  it,  I  eafily  found  it  had  pro- 
ceeded fiom  her  want  of  being  pre- 
pared with  an  anfwer.  I  was,  iiow- 
cver,  Jo  iiicoufiderate  as  to  furnilh 

*  her 
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•  her  with  one,  by  mentioning  Bath  ;  , 

*  on  which  ftie  prefently  cried  out — 
«*  Yes,  Sir;  my  lord  is  gone  to  Bath 
*'  with  fome  perfons  of  quality,  his  re- 
lations." 

♦  Having  fatisfied  my  cnriofity  with 
the  fight  of  this  fine  lady,  I  took,  a 
pretty  hafty  leave  of  her,  and  virent 
direftly  to  Lady  Wingman,  to  whom 
I  was  impatient  to  communicate  the 
difcovery  which,  I  thought,  had  been 
fo  providentially  thrown  in  my  way. 
«  Her  ladyftiip,  as  may  eafily  be  fup- 
pofed,  was  both  amazed  and  troubled; 
but  the  refult  of  our  converfation  was 
to  write  immediately  to  Mifs  Wing- 
man,  and  apprize  her  of  the  danger 
we  imagined  (he  was  in  from  thead- 
drefles  of  a  married  man.  My  lady 
would  needs  fend  Landy  with  thefe 
difpatches,  in  order  to  enforce  the 
contents,  and  to  conduft  her  daugh- 
ter up  to  London. 

•  1  need  not  tell  you  the  fatisfaflion 
Mifs  Wingman's  letter  gave  us.  Her 
ladylhip  was  now perfeftly  eafy;  and 
I  gave  myfelf  no  farther  pains  to  en- 
quire  after  Lord  and  Lady  Huntley. 
Happening,  however,  to  meet  my 
friend  one  day  by  accident,  he  told 
me  that  his  lordfl'.ip  was  expelled  in 
town  every  hour,  and  that  all  was 
ready  for  their  going  into  their  houfe; 
fo  that  he  fiiould  foon  lofe  his  lodgers. 

*  Things  were  in  this  pofition,  when 
I  was  told  one  morning,  foon  after  I 
was  out  of  bed,  that  Lord  Huntley, 
and  a  gentleman  he  had  brought  with 
him,  were  below,  and  defired  to  fpeak 
with  me.  I  think  I  was  not  more 
aftonidied  on  hearing  he  was  married, 
than  I  was  at  his  making  me  a  vifit. 
I  ran  down,  notwithftanding,  to  re- 
ceive him  ;  but  more  haftened  by  the 
perplexity  I  was  in  than  by  any  re- 
ipe6l  I  had  for  him  at  that  time. 

'  Indeed,  my  lord,'  continued  Sir 
Thomas,  addrelTing  himl'elf  to  Lord 
Huntley,  '  I  can  never  too  much  ad- 

*  mire  your  lord/hip's  moderation  in 

*  behaving  towards  me  as  you  did,  af- 

*  ter  knowing  what  I  had  wrote  con- 

*  cerning  you  to  Mifs  Wingman.' — 

*  Oh,  Sir  Thomas!'  replied  that  no- 
bleman, *  I  referved  all  my  fire  for 
'  thofe  who  I  fuppofed  had  traduced 

*  me  to  you,  and  created  me  an  enemy 

*  out  of  my  beft  friend.' 

Sir  Thomas  was  about  to  make  fome 
ffituin  to  what  Lord  Huntley  had  faidj 
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b'Jt  the  ladies  cried  out,  that  they  were 
impatient  for  the  cataftrophe  of  this 
adventure,  and  defired  he  would  give 
a  truce  to  compliments,  and  purfue  the 
thread  of  his  difcourfe  :  on  which  he 
told  them  they  fliould  be  obeyed ;  and 
went  on  thus. 

♦  What  I  have  farther  to  relate,'  fald 
he,  *  wiir  be  contained  in  a  very  fhort 

compafs.  IVIy  lord  and  I  foon  came 
to  an  eclairciffement :  his  lordfhip  re- 
peated to  me  the  heads  of  my  letter 
to  Mifs  Wingman;  and  I  gave  him 
a  faithful  account  of  the  reafons  on 
which  my  accufation  was  founded. 
He  requefted  me  to  ufe  my  endea- 
vours to  fhew  him  the  villain  that 
had  ufurped  his  name.  I  readily 
complied  ;  and  attended  his  lordfhip 
and  his  friend,  who,  I  afterwards 
found,  was  Sir  Robert  Manley,  to 
the  houfe  where  the  fuppofed  Lord 
Huntley  and  his  lady  lodged. 

*  My  honeft  friend  was  luckily  at 
home  ;  but,  on  my  deliring  to  fpeak 
with  Lord  or  Lady  Huntley,  he  told 
me  they  had  left  him  two  days  be- 
fore, and  were  gone  to  their  new 
houfe  :  on  which  I  afked  him  if  he 
knew  Lord  Huntley  when  he  favy 
him?  "  Yes,  certainly!"  replied  he, 
fomewhat  furprized  at  the  queftion. 

Am  I  the  perfon,"  cried  Lord  Hunt- 
ley, ftepping  forward,  "  that  lodged 
with  you,  and  bore  the  name  of  Lord 

*'  Huntley?" — "No,  Sir,"  anfwered 
he ;  "  nor  has  he  any  thing  of  your 
refemblance."  —  "Then,"  faid  I, 
you  have  been  impofed  upon  ;  it  is 
well  if  not  cheated  too  :  for,  I  affure 
you,  this  is  the  real  Lord  Huntley; 
and  him  you  have  had  with  you  mult 

"  be  an  impoltor." 

•  Never  were  horror  and  amazement 
*  more  ftrongly  painted  than  in  the  face 
'  of  this  poor  tradefman.  "  Then  I 
"  am  undone!"'   cried  he.     "  I  do  not 

mean  for  what  )  /hall  lofe  myfelf, 
though  it  is  no  trifle ;  but  I  have 
drawn  in  feveral  of  my  friends  to 
give  them  credit."  He  then  pro- 
ceeded to  inform  us  that  they  had 
taken  up  plate,  jewels,  houfhold  fur- 
niture, and  wearing  appas  el,  to  a  con- 
fiderable  aniount;  and  ail  through  liis 
recoiriineiidution.  We  pitied  his  dif- 
trefs,  comfoi  ted  him  the  belt  we  could, 
and  told  him  that,  as  the  affair  was 
fo  recent,  it  was  to  be  hoped  their 
things  might  be  recovered. 

«  Lord 
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*  Lord  Huntley's  honour  was  now 
fully  cleaied  ;  but  he  could  not  be 
content  without  condign  punishment 
being  iaflifled  on  the  viUain  who  had 
alTumed  his  name  and  character  for 
purpofes  fo  infamous  and  bale.  The 
defrauded  tradefmen  were  all  lent  for 
on  this  occafion  ;  and,  as  it  could  not 
be  imagined  that  the  pretended  Lord 
Huntley  would  either  ftay  long  in  this 
town,  or  venture  to  appear  to  any 
ftranger  while  in  it,  the  beft  expe- 
dient that  offered  was  to  get  a  fearch- 
warrant  to  force  open  the  doors  of 
his  new  habitation  ;  by  which  means 
he  would  not  only  be  apprehended, 
but  alfo  fuch  part  of  the  goods  he  had 
taken  up,  which  were  not  yet  em- 
bezzled, might  be  reftored  to  the  pro- 
per owners. 

*  A  warrant  was  eafily  obtained  on 
the  oath  of  the  feveral  tradefmen,  who 
all  went  with  Lord  Huntley,  Sir  Ro- 
bert Manley,  and  myfeif,  to  fee  it 
put  in  execution  by  the  officers  of 
juftice;  but,  to  our  great  difappoint- 
ment,  the  impoftor  was  flown,  with 
the  whole  gang  belonging  to  him, 
both  male  and  female.  Upon  encjuiry 
among  the  neighboui'S,  we  found  they 
had  been  there  but  one  night ;  which 
time,  it  may  be  fuppofed,  tliey  had 
fpent  in  packing  up  and  carrying  off 

*  goods  they    had  brought    in.     The 

*  houfe,  indeed,  is  conveniently  fituated 

*  for  fuch    a   purpofe,    there    being   a 

*  back-door  through  the  tables   into 

*  another  ftreet.' 

Here  Sir  Thomas  Welby  ended  his 
little  narrative:  what  was  faid  upon  it 
'will  be  part  of  the  fubjefl  of  the  fuc- 
cecding  chr.pter. 


CHAP.     XVL 

TREATS    OF    MORE    THINGS     THAN 
ORE. 

AFTER  thanking  Sir  Thomas 
Welby  for  the  trouble  he  had 
given  hlinfelf  in  fatisfying  their  curi- 
ofity,  and  coogr;itulatirg  Lord  Hur.tley 
on  the  rafe  lie  liad  found  in  removing 
trie  afperfion  caft  upon  him,  this  amia- 
ble con.pany  began  to  enquire  what  ine- 
ihods  l.ad  been  t^ken  to  find  out  where 
the  impollor  and  his  aflociates  had  con- 
cealed themfelves,  in  order  that  ihcy 
might  be  brought  to  jufiice. 


Lord  Huntley  replied,  that  nothin* 
had  been  left  undone  for  that  purpofe  j 
that  not  only  all  the  fufpefted  places  in 
London  had  been  fearched,  but  alfo 
letters  fent  to  alt  thofe  ports  in  the 
kingdom  which  opened  either  towards 
France,  Holland,  or  Ireland,  with  a 
defcription  of  their  perfons,  and  affida- 
vits of  the  frasads  they  had  been  guilty 
of;  but  that  all  this  had  been  of  no 
effeft:  fo  that  thofe  wretches,  if  they 
took  any  of  thofe  routes,  muft  have  ef- 
caped  before  the  intelligence  arrived. 

<  I  cannot  but  confefs,'  faid  Mr. 
Lovegrove,  '  that  the  impoftor  ftiewed 
a  good  deal  of  addrefs  in  the  manage- 
ment of  this  affair  ;  for,  as  he  had 
affumed  the  character  of  a  nobleman 
whofe  perfon,  he  muft  needs  believe, 
was  well  known,  he  took  care  not  to 
be  feen  by  any  one  but  the  matter  of 
the  houfe  where  the  fcene  of  his  vil- 
lainy was  to  be  tranfafled,  and  even 
by  him  but  Juft  enough  to  give  him 
room  to  fay  he  had  fuch  a  one  for  his 
lodger.' 

*  It  certainly  requires  abundance  both 
of  courage  and  policy  to  form  a  com- 
pleat  villain,'  faid  Lady  Wingman  ; 
and  I  have  often  wondered  that  men, 
endued  with  fuch  great  talents,  fhould 
not  rather  employ  them  for  ends  more 
laudable,  as  well  as  more  fafe,  for 
themfelves.' 

*  All  good  qualities.  Madam,'  re- 
plied Mr.  Lovegrove,  '  lofe  their  very 

nature  when  accompanied  with  a  vi- 
cious difpofition.  Some  men  are  born 
with  fuch  an  unhappy  propenfity, 
fuch  an  innate  love  of  wickednefs, 
that  they  will  do  nothing  at  all  un- 
lefs  they  can  do  mifchief :  it  is  in  that 
alone  they  are  capable  of  exerting  the 
talents  they  are  poffeffed  of.  Nothing 
is  more  frequent  than  for  a  lawyer, 
who  might  make  a  very  good  figure  in 
a  juft  caufe,  to  chufe  to  engage  him- 
felf  only  in  thofe  which  require  chi- 
canery and  artifice  ;  nor  for  a  foKlier 
drummed  out  of  his  regiment  for 
cowardice,  to  become  a  moft  bold  and 
hardened  villain  in  robbing  on  the 
highway.' 

*  Yet  there  is  a  way  to  correal:  this;, 
propenfity  you  talk  of,'  cried  Lady 

Speck;  '  otherwife  vice  would  rather 
be  a  misfortune  than  a  fault,  and 
confequently  deferve  lefs  blame  than 
pity.' 

'  Doubtlefs,  Madam,'  anfwered  Mr. 

Lovegro  e  j 
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Lovegrove;  *  but  it  muft  be  done  in 

*  the  moft  early  years  of  life,  and,  re- 

*  quires  more  pains  than  either  tutor 

*  or  pupil  are  fometimes  inclined  to 
«  take.' 

This  gentleman  would,  perhaps,  have 
gone  on  with  fome  difcourfe  concerning 
the  miftakes  of  education,  and  the  little 
care  that  is  too  generally  taken  in  giv- 
ing a  right  bent  to  the  minds  of  youth, 
which  might  have  been  of  very  great 
fervice  to  many  of  my  readers,  if  it  had 
not  been  prevented  by  the  fudden  en- 
trance of  Sir  Robert  Manleyj  on  which 
the  converfation  immediately  turned  on 
Other  fubjefls. 

The  trufty  Landy,  according  to  his 
promife,  having  reached  London  pretty 
early  that  morning.  Lady  Wingman 
took  it  into  her  head  to  furprize  her 
daughters  with  the  fight  of  Lord  Hunt- 
ley in  a  place  where  they  could  fo  little 
expe6l  to  find  him  ;  and  willing  alfo 
that  their  common  friends  fliould  be 
witnefles  of  this  meeting,  made  an  in- 
vitation, at  the  fame  time,  to  Sir  Tho- 
mas Welby  and  Sir  Robert  Manley  ; 
but  the  latter  of  thefe  gentlemen  not 
being  at  home  when  the  melTage  was 
delivered,  heard  not  of  it  till  fome  hours 
afterwards,  which  was  the  caufe  that 
he  came  not  with  the  others. 

Welcomes,  congratulations,  and  all 
the  compliments  befitting  the  prefent 
occafion,  were  now  renewed ;  after 
which — '  What  I  have  loft,'  faid  Sir 
Robert  Manley,  *  by  not  being  here 

*  before,  will,  I  hope,  be  made  up  by 
'  the  company  by  the   intelligence  'l 

*  bring.- — You  know,  my  lord,'  con- 
tinued he,  turning  to  Lord  Huntley, 

*  that  we  met  Celandine  in   the  Park 

*  yelterday?' 

'  Yes,'  replied  that  nobleman,  laugh- 
ing; '  he  was  all  alert  and  gay,  talk- 

*  ing  to  fome  ladies,  when  we  met  him: 
but  I  (hall  never  forget  how  his  coun- 
tenance changed  on  perceiving  us, 
and  how  filly  and  (heepifh  he  looked 
as  we  pafTed  by  him  !' 

'  The  fecret  of  his  doing  fo,'  refumed 
Sir  Robert,  '  iseafyto  guefs.  The  fight 
'   of  us  two,  doubtlefs,  made  him  ima- 

*  gine  that  the  terrible  Mr.  Lovegrove 

*  was  alfo  in  town  ;  for  I  have  jult.now 
'  heard  that  he  has  packed  up  all  his 
'   fardles  of  fopperies,  and  is  gone  this 

*  very  morning  to  make  a  fecond  tour, 

*  ^jid  difolay  the.m  tg  the  beft  acjysn- 


*  tage  he  can  among  his  brethren,  the 
'  petit-maitres.' 

♦  What!  gone  to  Paris  ?'  cried  Mr. 
Lovegrove.  '  Aye,  verily  !'  replied  the 
other:  *  his  diamond  taflel  now  ceafes 
<  to  fparkle  in  St.  James's  fun,  and  his 

*  muiic  and  amber  to  perfume  the  Mall. 

*  Your  dreadful  idea  has  driven  hence- 

*  the  hero  of  the  mode — • 

"  To  the  great  grief  of  many  a  charming  toaft, 
*'  Who  fi^hs  and  mourns  her  dear  I'ulvilia 
<«  loft!'- 

*  Fye  upon  you.  Sir  Robert!'  faid 
?4ifs  Wingman,  giving  him  a  flap  over 
the  flioulder  with   her  fan  ;  *  I  cannot 

*  have  fo  mean  an  opinion  of  my  fex  ai 
'  to  believe  that  there  is  even  one  wo- 
'  man  in  the  world  that  will  regret  the 
'  abfence  of  fuch  a  coxcomb.' 

'  Yes,  fifter,'   rejoined  Lady  Speck, 

*  juft  as  one  would  regret  the  lofs  of  a 

*  fquirrel  or  a   monkey,    who  has  di- 

*  verted   one  with  it's  tricks  ;    for,  I 

*  dare   anfwer,    no  woman  ever  con- 

*  fidered  him  in  any  other  Tight.' 

'  Perhaps  not.  Madam,'  faid  Lord 
Huntley  ;  *  but  as  the  animals  you 
'  mention  are  fometimes  very  mifcliie- 
'  vous,  fo  there  may  be  danger  in  en- 
'  couraging  the  follies  of  Celandine, 
'  which  every  one  is  not  aware  of. 
'  There  is  a  certain  young  lady  in  this 

*  town,  by  fome  cried  up  for  one  of  the 

*  greateft  beauties  in  it,  who  has  re- 
'  ceived  a   wound  in   her   reputation, 

*  which  will   not  eafily  be  healed,  on 

*  account    of   her   acquaintance   with 

*  him.' 

'  I  know  who  your  lordfhip  means,' 
cried  Jenny,  who  was  always  ready  to 
take  part  with  the  abfent ;  *  but  dare 
'  believe  that,  whoever  cenfures  her  for 

*  having  the  leaft  tendre  for  that  un- 

*  worthy  trifler,  does  her  a  great  deal  of 

*  injuftice.     It  is  true,  he  has  had  the 

*  impudence  and  vanity  to  follow  her 
'  to  all  publick  places,  and  everf  to 
'  take  fome  liberty  in  company,  wlilcli 
'  her  excels  of  good-naiure  kept  her 
'  fiom  refenting  fo  much  as,  perhaps, 

*  file  ought  to  have  done:   yet,  in  fpite 

*  of  thele  appearances,  I  think  I  may 
'  be   pretty   pofitive  that   (he   heartily 

*  hates  and  defpifes  him.' 

Mr.  Lovegrove,  who,  in  all  proba- 
bility, had  more  concern  in  this  dif- 
courfe than  ftpjr  one  of  the  company, 

P*cepi 
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ixcept  Lady  Speck,  joined  not  in  it ; 
but  aff'e6led  to  be  wholly  unattentive 
during  the  time  it  lafted,  and  feemed 
taken  up  with  admiring  a  fine  gold- 
beaded  cane  Sir  Thomas  Welby  had  in 
bis  hand. 

The  good  baronet,  who  had  all  this 
while  been  filent,  as  knowing  nothing 
either  of  Celandine  or  the  lady  men- 
tioned bv  Lord  Huntley,  could  not  now, 
on  hearing  what  Jenny  Taid,  forbear 
teftifying  his  admiration  of  her  genero- 
fity  in  expreffions  no  lefs  polite  than 
they  were  fincere. 

*  It  is  no  new  thing,  Sir  Thomas,' 
faid  Mr.  Lovegrove,  '  to  hear  Mifs 
'  Jeflamy  plead  the  caufe  of  the  ac- 
cufed  :  flrong  as  was  the  indiflment 
laid  againfl;  Lord  Huntley  in  your 
letter,  lean  afTure  you  it  loft  half  it's 
force  by  the  arguments  which  this  fair 
advocate  urged  in  oppofition  to  it ; 
fcarce  could  the  fuppofed  criminal 
himtelfhave  defended  his  innocence 
with  more  zcsl,  o;  in  terms  more  pa- 
thetick  and  efficacious.' 
It  cannot  be  doubted  but  that  Lord 
Huntley  made  the  moft  grateful  ac- 
knowledgments to  that  young  lady,  on 
being  told  the  part  (he  had  taken  in  his 
juftiification.  '  But  how,  Madam,'  faid 
he  to  her,   '  did  my  charming  judge  re- 

*  ceive  the  pleas  you  were  fo  good  to 

*  offi  r  in  my  behalf?* 

'  Oh,  my  lord,'  anfwered  (he  with 
a  fmile,   '  this  is  not  a  fair  queftion;  a 

*  barriRer,  vou  knew,  never  pretends  to 

*  dive  into  the  fcntlmciits  of  the  court.' 
He  then  was  about  to  addrels  fomething 
to  Mifs  Wingman,  who  feemed  in  a 
good  deal  of  confuHon  at  this  difcourfe; 
but  her  blvrflies  were  inftanlly  relieved 
bv  the  butler  coming  in  to  tell  Lady 
Wingman  that  fupper  was  on  the  ta- 
ble; on  which  they  all  adjourned  into 
the  next  room,  and  fat  down  to  partake 
of  a  very  elegant  collation,  which  that 
lady  had  prepared  for  their  entertain- 
ment. 

What  paffcd  during  the  timp  of  eat- 
ing would  be  fiineiftuous  to  repeat;  lb 
1  Ihall  only  fay,  that  foon  after  the  cloth 
was  taken  away,  Lady  Speck,  know- 
ing  her  mother  went  early  to  bed ,  made 
a  motion  to  retire,  and  by  doing  (b.  en- 
gaged the  company  to  break  up,  to  the 
no  fmall  fatisfaiiion  of  J-nny,  who  was 
impatient  to  get  home,  for  teafons  which 
yill  prcfcntly  appeal , 


CHAP.     XVII. 

AFFORDS  FRESH  MATTER  TO  E^f- 
PLOYTHE  SPECULATION  OF  EVE- 
RY CURIOUS  READER. 

BY  Jemmy's  letter  from  Ham- Hall, 
Jenny  found  that  the  time  which 
he  propofed  to  continue  there  was  elapf- 
ed ;  and  therefore  doubting  not  but  that 
he  was  now  in  town,  fent  her  fervant 
the  minute  fhe  came  home,  to  acquaint 
him  with  her  arrival;  but  flie  was  a 
good  deal  furprized  when  the  return  of 
the  meflenger  informed  her,  that  after 
ftaying  but  two  nights  in  London,  he 
had  fet  out  the  very  day  before  for 
Bath. 

The  gall  of  this  difappolntment  had 
an  equal  portion  of  fweetnefs  mingled 
with  it:  if  file  was  vexed  at  not  being 
able  to  fee  him  fo  foon  as  Ihe  had  ex- 
pelled, (he  was  no  lefs  pleafed  on  the 
hafte  he  had  made  to  go  to  Bath,  as  (he 
knewhe  could  have  no  reafon  to  imagine 
(he  as  yet  had  left  that  place. 

This  being  a  new  proof  of  the  fince- 
rlty  of  his  atteflion  towards  her,  very 
much  abated  her  impatience  to  reproach 
him  with  the  lefs  honourable  addre(rcs 
he  had  made  elfewhere;  and  (lie  fome- 
times  even  doubted  within  herfelf,  whe- 
ther (he  ought  ever  to  give  him  any 
fliock  upon  that  fcore. 

When  the  fufpicion  of  an  enormous 
injury  is  cnce  removed,  all  leflTer  ones 
dicreafe  in  magnitude,  and  feem  lefs  de- 
ferving  our  reJcntment  than  they  really 
are.  Jenny  believing  her  lover  inno- 
cent, as  to  the  main  point,  began  now 
to  think  little  of  any  thing  elfe  he  might 
be  guilty  of. 

The  good-humour  (lie  was  in  at  pre- 
fent  with  him  rendered  her  mind  quite 
compofed:  but  the  time  was  not  arriv- 
ed  when  (he  was  to  remain  in  any  fet- 
tled (tats  of  tranquillity;  a  letter  was 
broiight  to  her  byaperfon  who  refufed 
to  fay  either  from  whomor  from  whence 
he  came.     Ic  contained  thcfe  lines; 


*    TO    MISS   JESSAMY. 
*    MADAM, 

'^C  HE  high  character  I  have  heard 

■*-    '  of  your  good-nature  and  com- 

plaifance  makes  me  not  doubt  but  yoa 

aic  endowed  with  an  equal  (bare  •? 
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juftlce  and  generofity,  efpecially  when 
thefe  noble  virtues  arc  to  be  exerted 
in  favour  of  a  perfon  of  your  own 
fex;  and  in  that  confidence  take  the 
liberty  of  entreating  you  will  fet  me 
right  in  an  affair  on  which  the  whole 
happinefs  of  my  life  depends,  and 
which  none  but  yourfelf  can  clear  up 
from  it's  prefent  ambiguity. 
'  I  have  for  a  confiderable  time  re- 
ceived the  moft  palTionate  addreflcs  of 
a  gentleman  whom,  I  very  well  know, 
the  world  once  looked  upon  asdeftin- 
ed  to  be  yours:  he  has  gained  my 
friends  confent,  and,  by  his  merits 
and  afllduities,  fo  great  an  afcendant 
over  me,  that  nothing  hitherto  has 
hindered  me  from  accepting  his  hand, 
but  the  fears  that  indoingfo  Ifliould 
be  acceflary  to  his  being  guilty  of  an 
irreparable  injury  to  you. 

*  After  all  this,  it  may  perhaps  be 
needlefs  to  tell  you,  that  I  mean  Mr. 
Jeffamy;  but  as  my  circumftances  re- 
quire a  plain  and  categorical  anfwer 
from  you  on  this  head,  it  behoves  me 
to  exprefs  myfelf  in  terms  which  will 
admit  no  room  to  doubt  their  mean- 
ing: it  is,  indeed.  Madam,  no  other 
than  he  whom  I  love,  and  by  whom  I 
am  equally  beloved;  and  who,  while 
he  confefles  a  former  engagement  with 
you,  protefts  at  the  fame  time,  and 
with  the  fame  feeming  fincerity  at 
leaft,  that  it  is  now  entirely  broken 
off,  and  that  he  is  at  full  liberty  to 
difpofe  of  his  perfon  where  he  has 
given  his  heart. 

*  But  I  have  been  told,  by  people 
more  experienced  than  myfelf,  that 
men  will  fay  and  fwear  any  thing  to 
gain  their  point;  I  dare,  therefore, 
depend  on  nothing  but  an  affurance 
from  yourfelf  of  the  reality  of  his  pro- 
fefTions.  Tell  me,  I  befeech  you, 
how  far  the  intended  union  between 
you  is  diflblved,  and  whether  I  may 
be  his  without  a  crime?  Pity  a  rival, 
whowouldratherdiethan  invade  your 
property,  if  once  convinced  he  is  fo; 
eafe  a  fufpence  which  has  fomething 
in  it  morediftrafling,  more  cruel, than 
all  that  could  be  inflifted  by  the  laft 
defpair  on  her  who  is,  with  the  great- 
eft  refpeft,  Madam,  your  moft  obedi- 
ent, though  unknown  fervant. 

*  P.  S.  I  beg  an  immediate  anfwer, 

*  becaufe  I  have  prom.ifed  to  give 

*  mine  to  Mr.  Jeflamy  gn  his  re. 


*  turn  from  Bath;  and  fhould  be 

*  glad  to  know,  before  he  comes, 

*  in  what  manner  I  oughttofquare 

*  my  conduft  towards  him.' 

On  the  firft  reading  this  letter,  new 
alarms,  new  doubts,  new  jealoufies,  in- 
ftantly  filled  the  head  and  heart  of  Jen- 
ny; but,  on  the  fccond  perufal,  there 
feemed  to  her  fomething  too  romanlick 
in  the  exprefllon,  as  well  as  purport  of 
it,  for  her  to  believe  it  founded  upon 
real  fail;  and  flie  began  to  fancy  it  was 
either  intended  by  her  enemies  as  an  in- 
fult,  or  her  friends  as  a  jeft:  refolving, 
therefore,  that  from  which  quarter  fo- 
ever  it  came,  neither  of  them  fhould 
have  any  room  to  laugh  at  her  behavi- 
our on  the  occafion,  fhe  took  a  fmall 
piece  of  paper,  and  wrote  in  the  follow- 
ing words. 

*  T  F  I  were  really  pofTefTed  of  all  the 

'  good  qualities  afcribed  to  me  in 

*  the  letter  before  me,  I  know  none  of 
'  them  that  would  oblige  me  to  fend  any 

*  anfwer  to  an  anonymous  epiftle:  when 

*  the  lady  who  wrote  it  thinks  proper 

*  to  reveal  herfelf,  fhe  may  depend  on 
'  thefatisfaflion  fhedefires;  in  the  mean 

*  time  fhe  is  at  liberty  to  form  what 

*  conjeflure  llie  pleafes,  and  to  be  di- 
'  re£\cd  by  them  which  appear  to  her  to 
'  have  the  greateft  probability  of  being 
«  right.' 

This,  without  either  feal  or  direc- 
tion, and  only  folded  in  acarelefs  man- 
ner, fhe  gave  to  the  meffenger  who  had 
brought  the  letter,  and  bid  him  carry  it 
to  thofe  who  fent  him. 

She  fet  herfelf  down  again  in  order 
to  re-examine  the  contents  of  this  ex- 
traordinary epiftle;  but  the  more  fhe  did 
fo,  the  lefs  able  was  (he  to  conceive  the 
real  intention  of  it,  or  from  what  hand 
it  came. 

After  forming,  and  as  often  reje6l- 
ing,  a  thoufand  different  con je.5lures,  it 
at  laft  came  into  her  head,  that  the  wo- 
man to  whom  Jemmy  had  wrote  that 
letter  which  fhe  received  at  Bath  by 
miftake,  had  contrived  this  ftratagem 
to  create  a  dilfention  between  them. 

'  I  have  heard,'  faid  fhe  to  herfelf, 
'  that  women  of  the  vile  profefTion  I 

*  fuppofe  her  of,  value  themfelves  up- 
«  on  thefe  kind  of  artifices,  and  take  a 

*  pride  in  the  mifchiefs  they  fometimes 

*  occafion :  but   certainly/   continued 
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fhey  *  thofe  on  whom  fuch  little  tricks 

*  have  any  effect  muft  have  a  very  fmall 
«  Ihareof  underftanding.  Jemmy,  how- 

*  ever,'  added  flie,  after  a  paufe,  '  will 

*  fee  by  this  the  fcandal  and  danger  of 
■  entering   into    any  fort  of  intimacy 

*  with  fuch  atmndoned  creatures.' 
But  though  it  muft  be  acknowledged 

that  there  was  the  appearance  of  a  good 
deal  of  reafon  to  confirm  her  in  this  laft 
opinion,  yet  I  believe  the  fagacious  read- 
er, by  what  has  been  the  bufinefs  of 
feveral  chapters  in  the  firft  volume  of 
this  work,  will  eafily  guefs  that  the  let- 
ter in  qneftion  was  only  an  addition  to 
the  former  attempts  made  by  the  invi- 
dious Bellpine  to  dillblve  that  cement  of 
affeflion  which  had  fo  long  united  the 
hesrts  of  our  two  lovers. 

It  was,  indeed,  no  other  than  that 
bafe  man,  who  knowing  /he  was  in 
town,  by  having  accidentally  met  her 
footman  in  the  morning,  had  taken  this 
method  of  corroborating  the  many 
others  which  he  before  had  put  in  prac- 
tice. 

He  waited  at  a  coffee  houfe  in  the 
reighbciirhood,  to  fee  what  return  Jen- 
ny would  make  by  his  emiflary;  which 
finding  not  fo  fatisfaftory  as  he  wiflied, 
he  went  direflly  to  vifither,  hoping  that 
bv  her  countenance  and  behaviour,  im- 
iTiediateiy  after  the  receipt  of  this  hotter, 
be  would  be  able  to  difcover,  more  than 
by  her  anfwer  to  it,  what  effeft  it  had 
wrought  upon  her. 

It  has  been  already  obferved,  that 
Jemmy  had  infpired  her  with  tlie  bed 
opinion  of  this  treacherous  friend  ;  I'o 
ihe  no  fooner  heard  lie  was  below,  than 
ihe  ordered  he  (hould  be  introduced, 
and  received  him  with  that  fweetnefs 
and  affability  with  which  fhe  always 
treated  thofe  whom  Ihe  thought  def'erv- 
ing  of  it. 

What  company  were  at  Bath  j  who 
made  the  moft  brilliant  appearance 
there;  who  woOj  and  who  loit  at  play; 
with  other  fuch  like  matters,  employed 
the  firft  moments  of  their  converfation: 
bur  Bcllpine,  defirous  of  turning  it  on 
fcmeihirg  mere  applicable  to  his  pur- 
pole,  gave  over  fpeaking  on  thefe  fub- 
jefts  as  foon  as  he  could  do  fo  without 
ahruptnefs. 

'  Mr.  JefT^mymuftcertainly  be  very 

*  unhappy,  Madam, 'faid  he, '  on  find- 

*  ingyou  hadquittedBathbeforehisar- 
*  rival  there.'—'  Hedeferves  little  pity 


*  on  that  fcore,'  replied  Jenny:  '  yoti 

*  men  can  always   find  ways  to  divert 
'  yourfelves;   few  of  you  regret  the  ab- 

*  fence  of  an  old  friend,  when  you  have 
'  fo  many  opportunities   of  engaging 

*  new  ones.' 

Though  (he  fpoke  thefe  words  with 
a  very  gay  air,  yet  there  was  a  certain 
keennefs  in  her  looks  at  the  fame  lime, 
wlilch  perfuaded  ihis  watchful  ohferver 
that  his  plot  had  not  entirely  failed  of 
the  fuccefs  he  aimed  at. 

*  I  do  not  pretend.  Madam,'  refum- 
ed  he,  '  to  dive  into  the  fentiments  of 

*  Mr.  Jefflimy ;  but  I  am  very  Aire,  that 

*  if  you  were  free,  and  at  liberty  to  be 
'  adored,  there  are  men  in  the  world 
'  who  would  ih.ink  no  joy  equal  to  that 

*  of  gazing  on  you,  and  of  repeating 

*  every  day,  every  hour,  nay,  every  mi- 

*  nute,  the  influence  of  your  charms.' 

*  It  is  pofTible,  indeed,' anfweredflie, 

*  that  there  may  be  fome  who  would 

*  cndeavourto  make  me  believe  fo,  and 
'  that  might  be  even  vain  enough  to 

*  imagjine  I  was  plealld  with  wliat  they 

*  faid  :  it  is,  therefore,  very  fortunate 
'  for  me,  that  I  was  difpofed  of  by  my 
'  parents  before  I  arrived  at  an  age  to 

<  be  teazed  with  fuch  impertinence.' 

*  It  is  Itrange  how  you  have  efcaped 

*  them.     However,  Madam,'  faid  he, 

*  your  marriage  wiih  Mr.  JefTamy  be- 

*  ing  fo  long  delaye.i,  might  reafonahly 

*  tempt  thofe  who  wilh  it  fo,  to  flatter 

*  themfelves  with  a  belief  that  it  never 

<  will  be  accompllfhed,  and  that  there 

*  was  fomewhat  of  a  difinclination  ei- 
'  tlier  on  tlie  one  fide  or  the  other.' 

Thefe  words  made  her  not  doubt  but 
that  the  report  fhe  had  heard  fo  much 
of  concerning  Jemmy's  inconftancy  had 
alfo  reached  his  ears;  and  fhe  would 
certainly  have  been  inltigated,  if  not  by 
female  curiofity,  by  love  or  jealoufy,  to 
enter  into  feme  diicourfe  with  him  on 
that  head,  if  the  intimacy  between  them 
had  not  reftrained  her,  as  <he  thought 
he  would  not  betray  to  her  the  fecret  of 
his  friend,  in  cafe  he  were  entrufted 
with  it. 

What  he  faid,  however,  bringing  frefh 
to  her  memory  the  vexation  fhe  had  late- 
ly undergone  on  this  account,  her  coun- 
tenance went  through  feveral  changes 
in  the  fpace  of  half  a  minute.  *  Who- 
'  ever  fhould  think  in  the  manner  you 

*  mention,'  replied  fhe,  '  would  dif- 

*  cover  a  great  want  of  judgment-i  a 

*  conjefture 
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f*  conjeflure  of  this  nature  could  be  juf- 

*  tified  only  by  the  b«haviour  of  one  or 

*  other  cf  us 5  and  I  believe  it  has  been 

*  fuch  on  both  fiJes  as  to  give  no  room 

*  for  fufpicion  that  either  of  us  regretted 

*  the    agreement    made    between    our 

*  parents.' 

A  lady  to  whom  Jenny  had  fent  a 
card  tiiat  morning,  to  give  notice  of  her 
being  in  town,  that  fame  inftant  coming 
in,  prevented  Bsllpinefrom  making  any 
aniwcr;  and  he  took  his  leave  foon  af- 
ter, having  difcovered  by  this  vifit  that 
liis  artifices  had  given  her  fonie  uneafi- 
ncfs,  but  iefs  refentment  than  was  ne- 
wtjTary  for  the  fuccefs  of  his  defign. 


CHAP.     XVIII. 

JS  DULL  ENOUGH  TO  PLEASE  THOSE 
WHO  TAKE  AN  ILL-NATURED  DE- 
LIGHT IN  FINDING  SOMETHING 
TO  CONDEMN;  YET  IS  NOT  WITH- 
OUT OCCURRENCES  WHICH  WILL 
KEEP  AWAKE  THE  ATTENTION  OF 
SUCH  WHO  READ  WITH  A  DESIRE 
OF    BEING   AGREEABLY  AMUSED. 

TH  E  lady  who  came  to  vifit  Jen- 
ny wasextremely  good-humoured, 
but  a  little  too  talkative;  fhe  never  ex- 
ceeded the  bounds  of  truth  in  any  thing 
(he  faid,  but  gave  herfelf  not  the  trouble 
of  confidering  how  far  the  truths  fhe 
uttered  were  proper  to  be  revealed. 

I  have  obferved,  that  people  of  this 
temper  frequently  do  as  much  mifchief, 
without  defigning  it,  as  thofe  of  the 
moft  malicious  intentions  are  capable 
of;  and  though  fincerity  be  among  the 
number  of  the  molt  valuable  virtues, 
yet  there  are  many  circumftances  where- 
in to  fpeak  all  one  knows  may  produce 
as  bad  confcquences  as  to  fpeak  more 
than  one  knows. 

I  never  happened  to  fall  into  the 
company  of  either  man  or  woman  of 
this  (tamp,  but  I  havefrefh  in  memory 
fome  lines  I  formerly  read  in  Browne's 
works— 

'  Thofe  babbling  echoes  of  whate'er  they  hear, 

*  Fame's  menial  fervants.who  hertidingsbear, 

*  Sow  fuch  didention,  kindle  fuch  debate, 

*  As  turns  all  fweet  to  four,  all  love  to  hats.' 

But  to  return  to  my  fubjeft.  Bellplne 
had  no  fooncr  left  the  two  ladies  toge- 
ther, than  Jenny's  friend  began  to  ex- 


prefs  fome  wonder  at  feeing  her  in  town 
lb  much  before  the  time  ftie  was  expect- 
ed: '  What,'  cried  fhe,  '  is  there  any 
«  difagreement  between  you  and  Mr. 
«  Jefl'amy?' 

*  No,  not  any,'  replied  Jenny,  a  little 
ftartled  at  the  queltion:  '  but  wherefore 

*  do  you  afk?' — '  Nay,'  refumed  the 
other,  '  it  was  only  a  foolifh  imagina- 

*  tion  of  my  own  :  not  but  I  had  fome 
'  reafon  for  it,  too.     You  muft  know, 

*  that  I  thought  you  had  been  told  fome- 

*  thingof  him  that  had  madeyou  angryj 
'  and  fo,  when  you  heard  he  was  com- 

*  ing  down  to  Bath,  you   immediately 

*  flounced  up  to  London.* 

*  All  a  miltake,  upon  my  word!'  faid 
Jenny:  '  the  ladies  I  was  with  had  fome 
'  bufinefs  in  town;  and  my  unwillinc- 

*  nefs  to  be  left  behind  was  the  fcle 

*  caufe  of  my  returning  to   London  fo 

*  foon.     But,  pray,  what  put  fuch   a 

*  thing  into  your  head?' 

*  I  did  not  think  to  tell  you,'  anfwer- 
ed  this  fair  gcflip;  *  but  fince  you  prefs 

*  me — though  I  am  afraid  it  will  vex 

*  you — yet  I  think,  too,  you  ought  to 

*  know  it;  and  if  you  will  promife  me 
'  not  to  fret,  I  will  let  you  into  the 

*  vi^hole  fecret.' 

Jenny  then  faid,  that  (he  fliould  lifteix 
without  pain  to  any  thing  (he  had  to  re- 
late, and  gave  her  many  more  aflfarances 
of  her  phliofophy  in  this  point  than  (he 
had  occalion  to  do;  as  the  other  was  no 
Iefs  Impatient  to  dilburden  herfelf  of  the 
fecret  than  (lie  was  to  be  made  a  (harec 
in  it. 

*  Well,  men  will  be  men,'  faid  the 
lady;  •  there  is  no  fuch  thing  as  chang- 

*  ing  nature:  but,  fure,  I  made  thedif- 

*  covery  I  am  going  to  tell  you,  by  the 

*  oddelt  accident  that  ever  was;  I  fup- 

*  pofe  you  know  Mrs.  Comode,  the  ha- 

*  bit-maker?'—*  No,'  relied  Jenny  } 

*  but  I  have  heard  of  her.' 

*  Ibuy  all  my  things  of  her,'  refum- 
ed the  other;  '  (he  has  valt  bufinefs,  and 

I  think  the  genteeleft  fancy  of  any  wo- 
man of  her  profefiion  about  townj 
every  thing  ihe  makes  up  fits  with 
fuch  an  airl  You  mu(t  know,  I  had 
befpoke  a  fly  petticoat  with  fringes 
of  her:  it  not  being  fent  home  accord- 
ing to  the  ti'me  fhe  promifed,  I  called 
in  one  morning  as  I  palTed  that  way 
to  fee  if  it  was  done;  (lie  madeathou- 
fand  apologies,  and  faid  I  (hould  have 
it  that   day;  but  I   fcolded  heartily, 

*  and  infuted  upon  feeing   how  near  it 

Q^  *  was 
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«  was  finiflied;  on  which  (he  ran  up  to 

*  fetch  it,  leaving  me  alone  in  the  fliop. 

*  The  moment  (he  was  gone,'  conti- 
nued this  tale-monger,  '  I  found  my 

*  garter  was  flipt;  I  durft  not  venture 

*  to  tie  it  lip  in  that  place,  for  feai  foine- 

*  body  fljouldcome  in;  and  was  running. 

*  into  a  little  room  behind  the  ftiopj 

*  but.  Lord!  I  (hall  never  forget  how 
«  I  was  furprifedj  I  had  no  fooner  pufh- 

*  ed  open  the  door  of  that  place,  who 

*  do  you  think  I  faw  there?' 

*  I  cannot  guefs,  indeed,  my  dear; 

*  but  expeft  you  will  inform  me,'  re- 
plied Jenny.  '  Why,  no  other,*  faid 
ftie,  •  than  the  very  individual  Mr.  Jef- 

*  famy!— -Donotbeuneafy  now— fitting 

*  as  clofe  to  a  fine  lady  as  two  kernels 

*  in  a  nut-(hell,  hand  in  hand,  and  one 

*  of  his  arms  acrofs  her  Hioulder:  they 

*  were  fo  earneft  in  difcourfe,  that  they 
'  either  did  not  hear  the  door  open,  or 

*  thought  it  was  Mrs.  Comode  herfelf; 

*  but  both  feemed  in  great  confufion, 

*  and  (larted  from  their  feats  when  I 

*  came  in.     Whether  Mr.  JelTamy  faw 

*  enough   of  me  to  diftinguifh  who  I 

*  was,  I  know  sot;  for  I  only  cried — 
**  I  a(k  pardon,"  and  went  out  of  the 
«  room  with  as  much  hafte  as  I  had  en- 

*  tered, 

*  Mrs.  Comode  came  down  prefently 

*  after,  and  brought  the  petticoat;  but 

*  I  was  in  fuch  a  conlternation  at  what 

*  I  had  feen,  that  I  could  fcarce  look 

*  upon  it.     I  told  her  of  what  had  hap- 

*  pened,  but  did  not  fay  I  knew  either 

*  of  the   parties.     She  appeared   very 

*  much  (hocked,  but  made  an  aukward 

*  excufe;  faid   they  were   two    of  her 

*  cullomers  that  had  been  walking  that 

*  morning,  and  came  in  to  beg  a  pot  of 

*  tea;  on  which  I  took  no  farther  no- 
«  tice;  but  hgve  had  no  good  opinion 

*  of  her  ever  fince. 

*  Some  woman  of  the  town,  I  fup- 

*  pofe,'  faid  Jenny:  •  pray,  what  fort 

*  of  creature  was  it  hehad  with  him?'— 

*  Nay,'  anfwered  the  other,  '  you  can- 

*  not  think  it  pofTible  for  me  to  give 

*  any  particular  defcription  of  her  by 
«  the  momentary  glimpfe  I  had  of  hen 

*  but  I  cannot  fay  that  altogether  (lie 

*  looked  like  fuch  a  perfon.' 

Jenny  had  boafted  of  fo  much  for- 
titude, that  (he  was  a  little  vexed  (lie 
had  betrayed  any  want  of  it  by  the  quef- 
tion  (he  had  alked;  but  (lie  afterwards 
atoned  for  it  by  atfefting  the  molt  per- 
fect jadifFeience  during  the  re(t  of  the 


converfatlon  they  had  together  on  this 
fubjefl,  which  lafted  almoft  the  whole 
time  the  lady  (J^id. 

Nothing  is  more  painful  than,  when 
the  mind  is  difcompofed,  to  be  under  a 
necelfity  of  concealing  it:  Jenny  had 
been  impatient  to  be  alone  long  before 
(lie  was  fo,  and  found  a  good  deal  of 
eafe  v.hen  (he  attained  an  opportunity  of 
reflefling  at  leifure  on  what  (he  had  heard. 
The  (lory  told  her  by  this  lady  had 
not  fa  much  a(P;6led  her,  as  the  hint 
given  her  by  Belipine,  concerninga  fup- 
pofition  that  the  match  between  her  and 
Jemmy  was  on  the  point  of  being  broke 
off.  This  tallying  fo  exaflly  with  the 
intelligence  fent  to  Lady  Speck  at  Bath, 
convinced  her  that  fuch  a  thing  was 
really  talked  of  in  town,  and  could  not 
but  very  much  alarm  both  her  love  and 
pride. 

Yet  when  (lie  remembered  her  lover's 
tender  letter  from  Ham-Hall,  and  the 
many  others  (lie  had  received  from  him 
while  (lie  was  at  Bath;  befides  the  hafte 
(he  found  he  had  made  in  hurrying  down 
to  that  place,  in  expeftation  of  meeting 
her  there;  (he  could  not  tell  how  to  think 
it  polfible,  that,  if  guilty  as  repiefent- 
ed,  he  could  be  capable  of  fuch  deceit. 
*  There  is  no  anlwering  for  the  hearts 
'  of  men,'  faid  (he:  '  love  is  an  invo- 
luntary pafiion;  chance  or  fatality  di- 
re6ls  the  choice,  and  fometimes  a  (in- 
gle moment  undoes  the  work  of  yeais. 
I  (hould  not  be  furprifed  that  Jemmy 
happened  to  fee  a  face  which  had  more 
charms  for  him  than  mine:  but  where- 
fore, then,  (hould  he  carry  on  the  de- 
ception with  me?  How  would  it  avail 
his  new  flame  to  pretend  to  profecute 
*■  a  former  one?  No,'  continued  (lie,  af- 
ter paufing  a  little;  '  for  him  to  art  in 
•  this  manner  would  be  as  inconfiltent 
with  reafon  and  common  fenfe,  as  with 
honour  and  juftice;  and  it  would  alfo 
be  the  utmolt  weaknefs  in  me  to  be- 
lieve it.' 

Thus  did  (he  make  herfelf  tolerably 
eafy  as  to  the  main  part  of  what  was  laid 
to  his  charge;  but  as  to  his  having  en- 
tered into  an  a(fair  of  gallantry,  (hehad 
too  plain  a  proof  of  that  under  his  own 
hand-writing,  to  admit  the  lead  room 
for  doubt,  and  needed  not  the  confirma- 
tion (he  had  juft  received  of  it  from  her 
friend. 

Upon  the  whole,  however,  few  young 
ladies  in  her  circumdances  would  have 
fuffcrcd  lefs  inquietude  a  and  this  muft 

be 
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be  Paid  of  her,  that  it  was  mvich  more 
difficult  to  raife  any  tempeft  in  her  mind, 
than  it  was  to  calm  that  tempeil  after  it 
had  beenraifed, 

Neithergrief  nor  anger  had  the  power 
to  affeil  her  long,  or  to  drive  her  to  any 
exceffeswiiile  they  lafted:  a  humonrex- 
tremely  volatile,  a  great  deal  of  good- 
nature, and  an  equal  fhare  of  under- 
ftandin^,  were  hnppily  united  in  her 
compofition,  and  made  her  always  rea- 
dy to  believe  the  beft,  and  to  forgive  the 
worft. 

The  fmail  remains  of  refentment  and 
difcontent,  on  the  various  occafions  that 
bad  been  given  her  for  both,  were  en- 
tirely diflipafed,  when,  on  the  evening 
of  thelucceedingday,  flie  received  a  let- 
ter from  Jemmy,  the  contents  whereof 
were  as  follow. 

^  TO    MISS    JESSAMV. 
*MY  MORZTHAN  EVER  DEAR  JENNY? 

•  T  Have  certainly  been  of  late  one  of 

*  -•■  themoft  unlucky  fellows  in  the  uni- 
«  verfej  firlt,  to  be  detained,  by  a  leries 

of  crols  accidents,  from  following  you 
in  a  few  tiays,  as  I  propofedj  then, 
when  I  had  difpatched  thofe  vexatious 
affairs,  and  jult  upon  the  wing  to  fly 
to   Bath,   to   be   dragged   to   another 
quai  ter  of  the  kingdom,  by  one  whoCe 
entreaties  you  know  I  could  not  well 
deMy;  and,  laftiy,  when,  got  free  from 
every  carebut  my  impatience  to  be  with 
you,  I  arrived  here  full-fraught  with 
the  expeflation  of  meeting  all  my  foul 
holds  dear,  to  find   you  had  left  the 
place  (carce  twenty- four  hours  before 
1  came;  judge  how  fmcerely  J  am  mor- 
tified! I  fuppofe  the  caprice  of  Thole 
you  were  with  carried  you  ib  fudden- 
ly  fiom  hence;  but  T  hope  that  day  is 
now  near  at  hand  when  thofe  who  take 
you  will  be  obliged  to  take  me  alfo; 
for  indeed,  my  dear  Jenny,  I  am  quite 
weary  of  this  life.     Whenever  I   am 
from  you  for  any  length  of  time,  I 
feel,  methinks,  as  if  feparated  from' 
mylelf:    tiie  more  I  fee  of  other  wo- 
men, the  more  I  regret'  the  abfence  of 
my  dear  Jenny.     As  I  came  hither 
pretty  early  laft  night,  I  went  to  the 
Long-room:  there  were  a  great  many 
fine  ladies  there;  but  all  their  beau- 
ties are  without  a  charm  for  me;  I 
can  be  gay,  but  not  happy,  in  their 
company  5  the  power  of  giving  true 
felicity  to  Jemmy  is  referved  only  for 
his  dear,  dear  Jenny, 


*  I  give  you  warning,  therefore,  not 
to  think  of  delaying  any  longer  a 
blefling  I  have  been  made  to  hope  for 
ever  fmce  my  firft  putting  on  breeches 
reminded  me  that,  if  I  lived,  I  Ihould 
be  one  day  a  man^  but  be  aflTured  I 
fliould  have  little  joy  in  being  fo,  if  it 
were  not  for  the  expeflation  of  being 
yours  by  a  more  tender  title  than  that 
with  which  I  now  fubfcribe  myfelf^ 
unalterably  and  inviolably,  my  dear, 
dear  Jenny's  molt  paflionately  de- 
voted, molt  faithful  lover,  and  ever 
humble  and  obedient  fervant, 

'  J.  Jessamy. 

*  P.  S.  I  would  have  fet  out  to-mor- 
'  row  morning  on  my  return  for 

London,  but  my  fervant  got  an 
ugly  fall  from  his  horfe  in  com- 
ing hither,and  is  veiymuchbiuif- 
ed;  fo  I  am  willing  to  give  him 
one  day  to  recover  himfelf;  but 
hope,  tl;e  next,  to  be  fo  far  on  my 
journey  towards  you, as  that  there 
will  be  but  a  few  hours  diftance 
between  your  receiving  this  and 
the  author  of  it;  till  when  I  am, 
my  dear,  dear  Jenny, 

*  Your's,  as  above."' 


Jenny  was  now  in  fuch  great  good- 
humour  with  her  lover,  that  (he  grev^ 
half  refolved  to  confent  to  his  defires  for 
the  confummation  of  their  marriage,  if 
it  were  only  to  put  a  final  end  to  thofe 
idle  reports  which  had  been  fpread  con- 
cerning his  having  an  intention  to  break 
it  off. 

But  before  we  bring  them  together 
again,  it  is  highly  neceflary  that  the 
reader  fliouId  be  made  fully  acquaint- 
ed with  the  manner  in  which  Jemmy 
had  pjiiTed  his  time  during  this  little  fe- 
paration,  and  alio  to  clear  up  thofe  parts 
of  his  conduct  which  have  hitheito  ap- 
peared myfterious. 

CHAP.    XIX. 

RETURNS  TO  WHAT  HAS,  DOUBT- 
LESS, BEEN  LONG  AGO  EXPECT- 
ED; AND  OPENS  A  NEW  SCENE  OF 
VARIOUS  AND  ENTERTAINING 
OCCURRENCES. 

I  Am  very  much  afraid  that  poor  Jem- 
my has  lain  for  a  great  while  under 
the  difplerifure  ef  my  fair  readers,  and 
that  few  amgng  them  will  be  quite  fo 

ready 
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ready  as  Jenny  I)as  been  to  take  liis  bare 
word  for  a  fufficient  proof  of"  his  honour, 
and  the  finceiity  of  his  paHlon. 

It  is  his^h  time,  therefoie,  to  let  liis 
aJlions  fpeak  for  themfelvesj  and  if  tht-y 
cannot  iliew  him  fo  wholly  blamelefs  as 
could  be  wiftied,  from  the  fiailties  of 
voiith  and  nature,  they  will  at  leaft  df- 
fend  his  chara^er  from  the  more  grofs 
imputations  of  perfidioufnefs,  ingrati- 
tude, and  deceit. 
**7  As  I  have  no  view  to  felf-intereft  in 
this  work;  no  time-ferver,  no  patron  to 
pleafe;  it  may  be  depended  on  that  I 
fliall  prefent  my  hero  fuch  as  he  truly 
is;  and  not,  like  fome  political  hiltori- 
■^ns  of  a  modern  date,  attempt  to  mif- 
lead  the  judgment  by  any  falfe  glofies  or 
mifreprefentations  of  fafls. 

The  writers  I  have  been  fpeaking  of 
will  not  allow  the  pel  fon  on  whom  For- 
tune has  not  vouchfafed  to  fmile,  any 
one  virtue  or  good  quality;  he  muft  be 
all  black,  without  a  finglefpeck  of  white, 
even  to  excite  the  compaffion  of  the 
world:  what  falf<;  fteps  he  may  have 
been  guilty  of  are  afcribed  to  his  own 
innate  propenfity  to  evil,  not  to  any  in- 
advertency, nor  to  ihs  wicked  infinua- 
tions  of  thofe  on  whom  he  may  unhap- 
pily have  depended,  and  who,  perhaj  s, 
have  found  their  intereft  in  pushing  him 
on  to  things  purpofely  to  betray  and 
ruin  him. 

Whereas,  on  the  other  hand,  the  man 
whom  aeon  cu  rrence  of  for  tuitous  events, 
or  perhaps  fome  indirefl  meafures  of  his 
own  or  partizans  contrivance,  have 
raifed  to  profperity,  iTiall  be  mounted 
on  the  pinnacle  of  fame;  his  virtues,  if 
he  has  any,  be  refounded  even  to  the 
rcmoteft  borders  of  the  earth;  and  all 
his  vices,  though  numerous  as  the  hairs 
\ipon  his  head,  and  glaring  with  red 
impiety,  be  fo  fcreened  and  fliadowed 
over  with  the  incenfe  of  panegyrick,  as 
not  to  be  difcerned  but  by  a  few  eagle- 
eyed  obfervers;  but  I  (hall  fay  no  morej 
thefe  authors,  perhaps,  earn  their  fulte- 
nance  by  the  labourof  the  pen;  thefe  are 
not  times  for  Truth  to  go  clad  in  vel- 
vet; and  there  is  no  ferving  God  and 
Mammon. 

I  cannot,  however,  without  great  in- 
juftice,  clofe  this  refle6lion  till  I  have 
taken  notice  that  there  is  one  who  brave- 
ly, and  almoft  alone,  has  courage  to  en- 
ter the  lifts  of  battle  againft  an  hoft  of 
adverfaries;  and  attempts  to  refcue  In- 
jured innocence  from  the  claws  of  ctuel 


and  all-devouring  Scandal:  may  his  ho- 
ned endeavours  meet  the  fuccefs  thev 
merit;  and,  in  ("pite  of  prejudice  and 
partiality,  open  the  eyes  of  too  long- 
hood-wink'd  Reafon! 

And  now  for  our  Jemmy  JtfTamy, 
Nothing  is  more  certain  than  that  he  had 
determined  fo  follow  his  dear  Jenny  to 
Bath,  according  to  his  promife,  as  foon 
as  the  affairs  which  brought  his  fteward 
to  town  fliould  be  difpatched;  nor  was 
he  lefs  uneafy  than  one  of  his  letters, 
inferted  in  a  former  chapter,  had  inti- 
mated to  her,  on  finding  himfcif  likely 
to  be  detained  in  London  fo  much  long- 
er  than  he  had  expelled  at  the  time  of 
her  departure. 

Bufinefs  of  any  kind,  efpeclally  of 
that  fort  in  which  he  was  now  engaged, 
was  no  way  agreeable  to  his  humour* 
to  be  obliged  to  fit  for  hours  together 
reading  over  leafes,  bonds,  and  ejeft- 
ments,  inftead  of  poetry  and  books  of 
diverfion;  to  converfe  every  day  with 
men  of  plealure;  was  extremely  diliafte- 
ful  to  him:  but,  in  the  midll  of  all  this, 
he  met  with  fomething,  which,  though 
he  did  not  think  of  any  great  moment, 
ferved,  however,  to  add  to  the  perplex- 
ity of  his  mind,  and  involve  him  in  an 
embarrafTment  he  had  never  dreamt  of. 

He  was  at  breakfalt  one  morning, 
when  his  fervant  informed  him,  that  a 
gentleman  who  called  himfelf  Morgan 
defired  to  fpeak  with  him:  this  w.is  a 
perfon  for  whom  Jemmy  had  a  very 
great  efteem,  not  only  on  account  of  ma- 
ny good  qualities  he  was  poffellcd  of, 
but  likewife  as  he  knew  he  had  been  al- 
ways highly  refpefted  by  his  father. 

He  gave  orders  that  he  fhould  be  im- 
mediately introduced;  and  when  he  was 
fo,  began  to  teftify,  with  as  much  fin- 
cerity  as  polltenefs,  how  much  he  thought 
himfelf  indebted  to  him  for  the  favour 
of  this  vifit;  but  he  was  foon  interrupt- 
ed by  the  other,  who,  with  an  honeft 
plainnefs,  replied  in  thefe  terms. 

*  Mr.  Jeffamy,'  faid  he,  •  this  Is  not 

*  a  vifit  of  mere  ceremony;  I  come  not 
'  hither  at  this  time  either  to  make  or 

*  receive  any  compliments,  but  to  do 

*  you  a  more  efientlal  fervice,  and  my- 

*  lelf  a  more  real  pleafure.     To  be  free 

*  with  you,'  continued  he,  '  I  am  very 
'  much  troubled  at  fome  things  I  have 

*  heard  in  relation  to  you;  and  would 

*  gladly  offer  you  fuch  advice  as  my 

*  long  experience  of  the  world  may 

*  tnable  me  to  give  you,* 
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Few  young  people  like  to  have  their 

>'■  conduft  called  in  quertion:  Jemmy  pre- 
f-ntly  imagined  ihnt  the  old  gentleman 
bad  been  inform»-d  of  fomc  little  flights, 
feme  trifling  irregulaiities,  whicli  com- 
pany and  the  gaiety  of  his  own  temper 
might  have  led  him  into,  and  expelled 
to  be  enieitaincd  with  a  grave  lelfon  on 
that  occafion;  he  told  him,  however, 
that  he  (hoiild  willingly  liften  to  any 
inftii)6lioni  he  rtiould  give  him. 

*  I   be'ieve,'  refumed  Mr.  Morgan, 

*  that  you  aie  convinced  I  wifh  yon 

*  well  5  but  if  you  are  nor,  I  hope  what 

*  I  have  to  fay  will  make  you  fo.    Mif- 

*  take  me  not,'  purfucd  he,  feeing  the 
ether  look  very  ferious;  *  I  am  not  go- 

*  ingto  reprimand  you;  I  know  not  as 

*  yet  whether  you  deferve  it;  I  have  not 

*  feen  Mifs  Jeifamy  fince  (he  was  an  in- 

*  fant ;  I    have    heard,  in(ieed,  a   very 

*  good  charifler  both  of  her  pei  Ion  and 

*  accomplilhments}  but  you  are  the  belt 

*  judge  of    her  merits,  as  well   as  of 

*  your  own  heart.    I  am  confident,  that 

*  when  your  parents  agreed  upon  a  mar- 

*  riage  between  you,  they  meant  not  it 

*  fliould  render  either  of  you  miferahle; 

*  fo  have  nothing  to  f<iy  as  to  that:  but, 

*  whatever  be  the  motive  of  your  break- 

*  iiig  with  her,  I  would  not  have  you, 

*  methinks,  transfer  your  addrtlTes  to 

*  any  one  where  there  is  twt  a  greater 

*  probability  of  being  more  happy.' 
Jemmy  was  fo  confounded,  lb  afto- 

riilied,  at  hearinghim  fpeak  in  tliss  man- 
ner, that  he  had  not  the  power,  for  feme 
moments,  of  uttering  one  I'yllable;  and 
when  hehad,  itwasonly  tocry — 'Break- 

*  ing  with  her,  Sir!  Wiiat!  breaking 
«  with  Mifs  Jeflamy?' 

'  You  have,  doubtiefs,  yourown  rea- 

*  fons  for  fo  doing,'  replied  the  good 
old  gentleman:  '  but  let  that  pafs;  I 

*  would  only  have  you   be  wary  how 

*  you  make  a  fecond  choice.     It  is  not 

*  in  my  nature  to  traduce  the  charafler 

*  of  any  one:  Mifs  Chit  may  be  a  very 

*  deferving  young  woman,  for  anything 

*  I  have  to  accufe  her  of;  but  you  know 

*  very  well  that  her  family  is  doubtful, 

*  her  fortune    precarious,  and,   if  ftie 

*  ihould  have  any,  it  will  be  little  for 

*  her  hufband's  honour  to  receive.  Be- 

*  iides,  this  is  not  theworft;  for  though 

*  Ihe  may  be  virtuous  in  fa6\,  yet  flie 

*  keeps  company  with  fome  perfons  of 

*  both  fexes,  which  does  not  become 

*  a  woman  who  has  any  regard  for  re- 

*  pu ration ;  in  fliort,  my  dear  Mr.  Jef- 


famy,  flie  is  in  no  refpeSl  a  fit  wife 
for  you.' 

•  A  wife  for  me!'  faid  Jemmy,  not 
et  recovered  from  his  amazeirjent;  *  for 
Heaven's  fake.  Sir,  explain  the  mean- 
ing of'  all   this!  You  talk  of  tliirgs 
which  have  fo  little  analogy  with  my 
intentions,  that  they  never  once  en- 
tered into  my  head  or  heart.   To  break 
my  engagements  with  Mils  Jefiamy, 
or  to  nia.k.s  my  addre ffes  to  Mil's  Ciiit, 
are  both  of  them  equally  inconfilient 
with  my  inclinations  as  with  my  rea- 
fon;  and  it  is  not  poiTible  for  me  to 
conceive    how   fuch   chimeras   could 
come  into  the  thoughts  of  any  one." 
<  As  to  the  firft,'  aniwered  Mr.  Mor- 
gan,  '  1  have  heard  it  mentioned  in  fe- 
veral  companies  where  I  have  been, 
as  an  event  pafl  all  difpute;  and  as  to 
what  concerns  Mils  Ciiit,   I  was  not 
only  told  it  by  a  perfon  who  frequent- 
ly vifits  her,   but  alfo  had  it  confirm- 
ed yelkrday  at  the  cofFec-houfe  by  her 
own  fatlier;  who  being  aiked  if  there 
was  any  truth  in  the  report  of  an  in- 
tended marriaije  between  hisdauojiter 
and  Mr,    Jeliuny,    replied   with    his 
ufual  ftifFnefs  and  formality.  That  he 
believed  a  tieaiy  ot  that  nature  was 
upon  the  carpet.' 
Jemmy,  on  hearing  this,  was  fully 
perfuaded,  that  lb  idle  a  rumour  coulJ 
proceed  from  notning  but  the  vanity  of 
that  young  ladv;  which  fo  incenfed  him 
againft  her,  that  he  could  not  forbear, 
in  the  firfl  emotions  of  paflion,  fpeaking 
of  her  in  terms  which  nothing  but  the 
occTifion  could  exciife. 

As  he  was  dilcufiing  the  matter  with 
Mr.  Morgan,  and  convincing  that  gen- 
tleman of  the  entire  fallacy  of  all  he  had 
reproached  him  with,  a  card  was  brought 
from  Mifs  Chit,  in  which  was  wrote 
thefe  words. 

'  Ayf  ISS  Chit  gives  her   compliments 

'  -*■  to  Mr.  Jeflamy;  and  defnes  his 

'  com.pany  to  a  concert  to  be  performed 

'  by  private  hands  this  evening  at  her 

«  houfe.' 


'  Now,  Sir,'  faid  he  fo  Mr.  Morgan, 
'  you  fhall  fee  the  little  influence  the 

*  charms  of  this  vain  girl  have  over  me. 
'  I  will  fend  her  a  letter  infteid  of  a 
'  card;  and  fuch  a  one  as  fhall  put  an 

*  eiTeftual  flop  to  all  the  foolifh  imagi- 
'  nations  (he  may  have  conceived  on 

*  my  account.' 

fie 
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'  'Tis  difficult,  when  rumour  once  is  fpread, 
*  1  0  trace  it's  windings  to  the  fountain-head.* 


He  then  took  pen  and  papjr;  and, 
without  giving  himfelf  iimch  trouble  to 
ccnfider  what  he  was  about,  wjcte  to 
bet  in  thei'e  terms. 


•  TO  MISS  CHIT. 
*    MADAM, 

"DUSINESS  denies  me  the  pleafure 
■^  •  of  acceplingyour  invitationjbiit 
I  lay  hold  of  this  opportunity  of  tak- 
ing my  leave  of  you,  as  I  cannot  do 
it  in  perfon. 

•  Love  '.nd  honour  Aimmon  me  to 
Bath,  where  my  dear  Mifs  Jeffaniy  is 
gone  before.  As  it  is  imponihiebut 
you  mult  have  heard  of  iny  engage- 
ments with  that  lady,  you  will  not 
wonder  that  I  am  in  the  utmolt  im- 
patience to  follow  her. 

*  Whenever  you  venture  on  mar- 
riage, I  wifh  you  ail  the  happinefs 
which  I  hope  very  flioi  tly  to  enjoy  in 
that  ftate  with  the  admirable  lady  to 
whom  I  am  going.  I  am,  with  thanks 
for  all  favours,  Madam,  jour  moll 
obedient,  humble  lervant, 

«  J.  Jessamy.' 


This  letter,  after  having  (hewed  it  to 
Mr.  Morgan,  and  received  hig  approba- 
tion, Jemmy  fent  direflly  awciy,  and 
gave  orders  that  it  fliould  be  left  for  the 
lady  without  waiting  for  any  anfwer. 

On  talkingfarther  of  this  affair,  they 
both  concluded  that  the  report  muft  have 
taken  life  originally  fiom  the  vanity  of 
the  daughter,  and  the  Ihipidity  of  the  fa- 
ther; who,  mifconftruing  the  civibties 
Jemmy  treated  them  with,  as  the  tfFefls 
of  an  amorous  inclination,  had  boaltcd 
of  the  imaginary  conquelt  to  fome  of 
their  acquaintance;  thofe  again  had 
whifpered  it  to  others,  till  it  went  round, 
and  became,  as  is  common  in  fuch 
cafes,  the  iiniverfal  fecret. 

Thus  had  the  artifices  of  Bellpine 
made  Mifs  Chit  and  her  father,  who 
were  in  re«li'.y  no  more  than  the  dupes 
of  his  defign,  appear  as  tiie  principal 
contrivers  of  it.  I'here  is  nothing,  in- 
deed, in  which  the  judgment  is  fo  liable 
to  be  deceived,  as  in  endeavouring  to 
difccver  the  fiilt  author  of  a  calumny; 
thofe  gicnerally  ftand  behind  the  curtain, 
content  themfelves  with  the  invention, 
and  leave  the  work  of  malice  to  be  per- 
formed by  othersj  as  one  of  our  poets 
fays— i 


-head. 

The  injuftice  which  Jemmy  and  his 
friend  were  guilty  of  in  this  point,  may, 
however,  have  fomc  claim  to  abfolution, 
as  this  belief  was  founded  on  the  moft 
ftrong  probability  of  truth  that  could  be. 

Thefe  gentlemen  parted  not  till  the 
clock  ftriking  three,  reminded  them  of 
dinner:  Mr.  Morgan,  being  engaged 
at  home,  would  fain  have  taken  Jemmy 
with  him;  but  he  was  net  at  prd'eiit  in 
a  humour  for  much  company,  therefore 
delired  to  be  excufed  from  complying 
with  the  invitation. 


CHAP.    XX. 

IS  SHORT,    BUT  PITHY. 

A  Volatile  temper  is  not  always  a 
fiifficient  fecuiity  againft  difcon- 
tent.  Jemmy  loved  his  dear  Jenny  even 
more  than  he  knew  he  did  himfeif ;  and 
to  be  alTu  ed  from  a  mouth  whofe  vera- 
city he  was  too  well  convinced  of  to 
fu(pf6^,  that  it  was  faid  he  had  quitted 
her  for  the  fake  of  Mifs  Chit,  he  look- 
ed upon  as  fuch  an  indignity  to  her  me- 
rits, as  gave  him  more  pain  than  any 
cenfnre  the  fuppofed  change  might 
bring  upon  himfelf.  ^ 

He  wrote  to  her  that  fame  night;  but 
as  he  hoped  the  idle  report  which  gave 
him  fo  much  vexation  could  not  as  yet, 
at  leaft,  have  extended  itfelf  fo  far  as 
Bath,  he  thouglit  it  improper  to  make 
any  mention  of  it  till"  he  (hould  fee  her 
in  perl'on,  and  have  the  better  opportu- 
nity of  proving  the  falDiood  of  it:  he 
complained,  therefore,  only  of  the  bvi- 
finels  that  kept  him  fo  long  from  her; 
and  his  her.rt  now  more  than  ever  over- 
flowing with  love  and  tendernefs,  his 
exprefiions  were  comformable. 

This  was  the  letter  which  Jenny  re- 
ceived immediately  after  the  intelligence 
given  her  by  Lady  Speck  and  Mil's 
Wingman  of  his  fuppofed  infidelity: 
the  effefls  of  it  have  been  already  (hewn, 
and  need  not  be  repeated. 

Bellpine,  who  had  been  at  Mifs  Chip's 
concert,  was  a  good  deal  Airprifed  at 
not  finding  Jemmy  there,  as  he  knew 
he  had  been  invited;  but  much  more 
whsn  that  young  lady,  taking  him  afide, 
ftjewed  him  the  anfwer  that  had  been 
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fcnt  to  lier  card,  and  reproached  him, 
in  terms  pretty  levere,  for  having  en- 
deavoured to  perfiiade  her  (he  was  inif- 
trefs  of  a  heart  which  fhe  now  found 
was  fo  firmly  attached  to  another. 

It  is  natural,  when  the  mind  is  over- 
charged with  thoughts  of  any  kind,  to 
disburden  itfelf  to  thofe  who  we  believe 
take  an  intereit  in  our  affairs:  Jemmy 
had  not  a  greater  confidence  in  any  one 
man  of  his  acquaintance  than  Beilpine; 
it  may  be  fuppofed,  therefore,  that  he 
failed  not  to  cominunicate  to  him  the 
perplexity  be  was  at  prefent  under,  and 
the  ftory  which  had  occalioned  it. 

That  faithlefs  friend  aftefted  the  ut- 
moft  altonifliment  at  the  recital j  and 
cried  out,  with  a  ftiew  of  the  molt  affec- 
tionate real — '  Good  God!  I  hope  Mifs 

*  Jeflamy  has  heard  nothing  of  this.' 

*  I  think  it  fcarce  polTible,'  replied 
Jemmy,  '  that  fuch  a  report  can  have 

*  reached  her  ears,  at  leatt   as  yet,    in 

*  the  place     where  Ihe  is ;    and    as   I 

*  hope  to  be  with   her  in  a  few  days, 

*  (hall    take   care  fo   arm    her  again  It 

*  what  fhe  might  be  told  hereafter,  by 

*  relating  it  myfeif,' 

This  greatly  difconcerted  Beilpine: 
he  had  flattered  himfelf  that  Jemmy's 
affairs  would  have  detained +iim  fo  long 
ill  London,  that  the  ftratagems  laid  to 
infpire  her  with  a  belief  of  his  incon- 
ftancy  would  have  taken  too  ilrong  a 
hold  of  her  heart  to  he  totally  removed. 
Fain  would  he  hivedilfuaJed  him  from 
going  to  Bath,  but  could  find  no  rea- 
ibns  for  that  purpofe  plaufible  enough 
to  prevent  the  real  motive  from  being 
fufpeiled.  Chance,  however,  at  pre- 
sent befriended  his  defjgns,  and  did  that 
for  him  which  all  his  invention,  fertile 
as  it  was,  could  not  furnifh  him  with 
the  means  of  accomplifliing. 

As  Jemmy,  in  an  indolent  and  un- 
contemplative  mood,  was  one  day  loit- 
ering in  Covent  Garden  Piazza,  a  fine 
gilt  chariot,  with  two  footmen  behind 
it,  Ifopped  at  one  of  the  arches;  and 
juft  as  he  was  pafTmg,  an  ancient  gen- 
tleman and  a  very  young  lady  alighted 
out  of  it,  and  went  into  the  Great 
Auftion-houfe,  lately  Mr.  Cock's,  but 
now  occij,  ied  in  the  fame  manner  by 
Mr.  Langford. 

He  (Parted,  and  was  ftrangely  fur- 
prifed  at  fight  of  this  lady;  not  on  ac- 
cflunt  of  her  beauty,  though  fhe  was 
bandfiams  beyond  dcfcription,  but  be- 


caufe  he  thought  himfelf  perfe^Iy  well 
acquainted  with  her  face;  but  where, 
or  at  what  time  he  had  been  fo,  he 
could  not  prefently  recolleft. 

He  flood  for  the  ("pace  of  iever?.l  mi- 
nutes endeavouring  to  recover  a  more 
didinft  idea  of  that  lovely  perfbn;  but 
finding  it  impofTibie,  he  Itepped  to  one 
of  the  footmen,  who  was  leaning  his 
back  againfl  a  pillar,  and  afkei  him  to 
whom  that  chariot  belonged;  and  being 
anfwered — *  To  Sir  Thomas  Hardy,' 

*  Then,'  refumed  Jemmy,  '  I  fuppole 

*  the  young  lady  with  him  is  his  daugh- 

*  ter?' — '  No,  Sir,'  replied  the  fellow 
with  a  fmile,  which  he  was  not  able  to 
reffrain,    '  I  alTure  you  flie  is  his  wife.' 

Jemmy  on  this  began  to  iliink  liehaj 
been  miltaken:  refblving,  howevei-,  to 
be  convinced,  he  went  into  the  au<5lioii- 
room,  doubting  not  but  a  fecond  and 
more  full  view  would  fet  him  right,   . 

Thiire  was  a  great  deal  of  companyj 
but  he  prefently  fingled  her  out,  and 
was  now  more  affured  than  ever,  that 
they  were  no  ftrangers  to  each  other  j 
wlien,  on  fixing  his  eyes  upon  her,  he 
perceived  her  countenance  change  at 
fight  of  him,  that  flie  grew  pale  and  red 
by  turns,  and  betrayed  all  the  marks  of 
the  utmoff  confuiion. 

Yet  all  this  was  not  fufHcient  to  en- 
able him  to  bring  back  to  remembrance 
what  curiofity  made  him  fo  defirous  of 
retrieving,  till  the  lady,  taking  the  op- 
portunity of  her  hufband's  being  en- 
gaged in  looking  over  fome  piJlures, 
advanced  halfily  towards  him,  and  faid 
in  a  low  voice — '  What,  has  Mr.  JefTa- 

*  my  lojgot  his  Celia  of  the  Woods?' 

'  Heavens!'  cried  he,  '  what  a  ftupid 

*  dolt  was  I!'—'  Hufh,'  replied  (lie, 
'  take  no  notice  of  me  here.'  She  had 
kept  her  eyes  upon  her  hufband  all  the 
time  fhe  was  fpeaking  to  Jemmy,  and 
oblerving  that  he  now  looked  that  way, 
rejoined  him  in  an  initant. 

The  old  baronet  kept  very  clofe  to 
his  fair  wile  all  the  reft  of  the  time;  yet 
had  file  the  addrefs  to  fleal  a  moment  jufl 
to  bid  Jemmy  meet  her  at  ten  the  next 
morning  at  the  end  of  the  Mall  next 
Buckingham  Houle. 

He  could  only  give  her  a  bow  of  af- 
fent;  and  remained  in  a  conflernation, 
which  only  can  be  gueffed  at  by  the 
knowledge  who  Celia  was,  and  thein- 
tercouj  f'e  he  formerly  had  with  her. 
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DISCOVERS  CELIA  OF  THE  WOODS 
ON  HER  FIRST  ACQ^U  AINT  A  N  C  E 
WITH  JEMMY,  AND  ALSO  SOME 
OTHER  PARTICVLARS  OF  EQUAL 
IMPORTANCE. 

THOUGH  Jemmy,  when  he  was 
at  Oxford,  debarred  himlelf  from 
few  of  thof'e  gay  amufements  w!uch  he 
faw  taken  by  his  fellow  collegians,  yet 
he  applied  hiinfelf  to  his  Ihidies  more 
clofely  than  moft  gentlemen-com- 
moners think  they  are  under  any  obli- 
gation to  do;  and,  becaul'e  he  would 
rot  be  interrupted,  would  frequently 
fteal  from  the  univerfity,  and  pafs  whole 
hours  together  in  the  fields,  either  read- 
ing or  contemplating. 

A  pretty  warm  dilpute  happening  to 
rife  one  day  between  two  ftudents,  con- 
cerning the  true  reading  of  Perfius,  he 
was  ambitious  of  becoming  more  ma- 
fler  of  the  fubjefl:  than  either  of  them 
feemed  to  be;  accordingly  he  put  the 
bock  into  his  pocket,  and  repaired  to 
the  ufual  place  of  retirement. 

The  evening  was  fair  and  pleafant, 
and  he  was  fo  much  abforbed  in  medi- 
tation, that  he  wandered  on  to  a  greater 
diftance  from  the  town  than  he  had  been 
accurtomed;  till  at  lalt,  finding  himi'elf 
a  little  weary,  he  fat  down  at  the  foot 
of  a  large  fpreading  oak. 

Here  he  prcfecuted  the  examination 
of  thjt  crabbed  author;  but  had  not 
long  done  lb  before  he  was  interrupt- 
ed, and  his  eyes  raken  off"  by  the  (ud- 
ticn  appearance  of  a  fight  more  pleafing. 

The  tree,  which  ferved  him  at  onre 
for  a  fupport  and  fcrecn,  was  ju'.t  at  the 
entrance  of  a  little  wood;  a  milling 
among  the  leaves  rr.ade  him  lock  that 
way,  where  he  immediately  faw  a  young 
country  maid;  fne  was  neat,  though 
plainly  drefled;  and  had  eyes  whicii 
might  vie  wjih  any  thatlparkled  in  the 
box  or  drawing-room. 

At  this  view  he  was  not  mailer  of 
himfelf;  like  Carlos  at  the  fight  of  An- 
<',t:\\r,-A  in  tl'.e  play,  he  threw  nway  his 
book,  darted  iroin  the  pcdure  he  was 
in,  antl  advanced  towards  the  fweet 
tempt;iti(  n:  flie  fiw  him  too,  and  fled, 
but  not  fo  faft  as  not  to  be  eaiily  over- 
tjken. 

11k  firft  rencounter  between  thefe 


two  young  prrfons  leminds  me  of  a 
pafiage  I  have  read  in  one  of  our  beft 
poets— =■ 

'  As  Mahomet  was  mtifing  in  hi?  cell, 

'  Some  dull  iiifipid  parad'.ie  to  trace, 

'  A  biifrC  Arn'biaii  gill  cme  trijpirg  by  i 

*  Palluip,  ftie  fliut  at  him  a  fide-long  ^laiiCC, 

*  And  look  d  behind,  ss  if  to  be  puifu'd; 

'  Fie  took  the  r.inv,  embrac'd  thefiyin{;  fair; 

•  And,   having  found  his  heaven,  he  iix"d  it 

'  there.' 

It  is  not  to  be  imagined  that  Jemmy 
accofted  a  maid  of  her  d-rgree  wiih  aRy 
fet  ipeeches  or  forma!  falutations:  thofe 
charms  which  in  a  woman  of  condition 
would  iiave  infpired  him  with  a  lefpeft- 
ful  awe,  ferved  only  to  fill  his  heart 
with  the  moft  unwarrantable  defireS; 
he  told  her  (lie  was  pretty,  and  at  the 
fame  time  attempted  to  convince  her 
that  he  thought  her  fo,  by  catching  her 
forcibly  in  his  arms,  and  giving  her  two 
or  three  hearty  kifliss. 

She  llruggled,  bluflied,  cried — '  Fye, 

*  Sir!'  and  defired  liim  to  forbear;  but 
our  vcung  commoner  was  not  to  be  fo 
eafily  rebuffed;  the  little  repulfes  fne 
gave  him  ferved  only  the  moie  to  in- 
flame his  nmoro'.is  inclination;  and  he 
had  perh;'.ps  compleated  his  conquell 
without  any  farther  ct-rcmony,  if  (lie 
had  not  fallen  on  her  knees,  and  with 
tears  befought  him  to  defift. 

Jemmy  had  too  much  honour  and 
good  nature  not  to  be  touched  with  a 
behaviour  fo  moving,  and  wlvch  he  had 
fo  little  reafim  to  expeft  from  t!;e  weak 
efforts  flie  at  firft  made  to  repel  his  ca- 
rtfles. 

•  Nay,  my  dear  creature,'  faid  he, 

•  I  iVorn  to  do  any  thing  by  force;  but 
'  if  all  the  love  in  the  world  can  make 

*  you  mine,  I  fhall  be  happy:  tell  me, 

♦  therefore,'  continued  he,  *  who  you 
'  are,  and  where  you  live,  that  I  may 
'   fee  you  another  time,' 

'  Oh  lud,  Sir!'  cried    flie,  '  that  is 

•  inipoflible:  what  do  you  think  my 

•  friends  would  fay,  if  they  fhould  fee 

*  fuch  a  gfntlemxTn  as  you  come  to  vi- 
'  fit  me  ?" — '  I  did  not  mean  fo,'  re- 
plied he;  '  but  I  fuppofe  your  father 
'  lives  hereabout;  and,  it  may  be,  is  of 
'  fome  bufinefs  that  might  give  a  pre- 

♦  tcnce  for  my  calling  at  his  houfe.' 

'  My  father  keeps  a  farm,'  faid  ftie, 
<  about  fix  miles  ofFj  but  I  am  at  pre- 

♦  fent 
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*  'f^ntwitlimy  uncle,  whois  agardenei-, 
'and  lives  on  the  other  fide  of  the 
'  wood.' — '  That's  unlucky,' rejoined 
hcj  'for  I  have  no  fuit  of  occafion  for 
'  any  thing  in  his  way.  Y<ju  mull, 
'  then,  conleiit  to  meet  me,  my  little 

•  angel,'  added  he,  tenderly  preffing 
lier  hand. 

On  this  (he  blnflied,  hung  down  her 
head,  but  made  no  anfwer  j  till  he  re- 
peating his  lequtrii,  and  enfoicing  it  by 
all  the  rhetorick  be  was  ma<i^er  of,  whe- 
ther real  or  feigned  I  will  not  pretend 
to  fav,  (he  at  ialt  promifed  to  meet  him 
the  next  evening  at  the  place  svherc  they 
now  were. 

He  received  this  grant  with  the  great- 
eft  (hew  of  tranfport,  but  made  her 
fwear  to  the  fulfilling  itj  after  which 
he  alked  her  by  what  name  he  fliould 
think  of  his  dear  pretty  cliarmer. 
'    They  call  me  Celia,   Sir,'    laid  (he. 

•  Then,'  cried  he,  *  you  (h-ill  be  my 
'   Celia  of  the  Woodsj  and  I  will  be 

*  your  Jeiramy  of  the  Plains.' 

The  fun  bcginr.ing  now  to  withdraw 
his  beams,  thty  were  obliged  to  part; 
but  before  they  did,  Celia  gave  eviiient 
indications  that  her  JefTamy  had  made 
no  flight  impre.Tion  on  her  young  and 
unexj)erienced  heart. 

Jemmy  returned  from  his  evening's 
excurfion  with  thoughts  very  full  of 
this  new  amour,  which  he  flattered  him- 
felf  would  afford  him  a  moli  agreeable 
aiTiufement,  without  ccfting  much  pains 
in  the  acquiiltion. 

Befides,  the  liking  he  had  for  this 
country  girl  feemed  to  him  to  be  no 
breach  of  his  ddelity  to  Jenny,  or  any 
way  interfere  with  the  honourable  af- 
feftions  he  had  for  that  young  lady; 
fhe  being  then  but  in  her  fixveenih  year, 
hinifelf  not  tjuite  nineteen,  and  was 
not  intended  by  their  parents  that  they 
Ihouid  marry  nil  iht;y  had  attained  the 
age  of  one  and  twenty;  fo  that  it  was  a 
long  time  to  the  completion  of  his  feli- 
city with  her.  I  know  not  whether  my 
fair  readers  will  look  upon  this  as  a 
fufftcient  excufe  for  him;  hut  dare  an- 
fwer,  that  thofe  of  the  other  lex  will 
think  what  he  did  was  no  more  than  a 
venial  tranfgreffion. 

As  for  poor  Ctrl  la,  (he  was  in  agi- 
tations v/hich  (he  had  never  known, 
ror  had  the  leall  notion  of  before; 
{he  was  charmed  with  tlis  peiJbn  of 
Jemmy;  (be  was  quite  raviflied  at  the 
Suni  things  he  bad   fsid   to  herj   an4 


the  liberties  he  had  taken  with  her  at 
that  firft  interview  would  have  been 
fnocking  to  her  modefty,  had  they  been 
offered  by  any  of  thofe  whom  flie  was 
accuf:omed  to  converfe  with;  yet  did 
that  very  rudeiiefs  in  him  appear  too 
agreeable  to  aldrm  her  with  any  dread- 
ful apprehenfions  of  his  repeating  it. 

More  full  of  joy  than  fear,  flielono-- 
ed  for  the  appointed  hour  of  meeting 
him  again,  and  hafted  to  the  rendez- 
vous, where  (he  had  not  waited  many 
minutes  before  the  charmer  of  her  foul 
appeared:  he  flew  to  her  with  open 
arms;  and  the  tranfport  (he  felt  made 
her  fialf  return  the  llrenuous  embrace 
he  gave  her. 

They  lat  down  together  upon  a  little 
hillock,  beneath  the  ihade  of  fome  trees 
which  arched  above  their  heads,  and 
formed  a  kind  of  canopy;  here  Jemmy, 
finding  her  foftened  to  h;s  wifli,  would 
fain  have  fini/hed  the  affair  he  had  made 
fo  confideiable  a  progrefs  in;  but,  ^n 
perceiving  his  intent,  (he  burfi  a  lecond 
time  in  to  tears;  begged  he  would  not  ruin 
her;  confeffcd  fne  ioved  him,  but  faid 
flie  could  not  bear  the  thoughts  of  being 
naughty. 

He  could  fcarce  keep  himfeif  from 
laughing;  but  as  he  had  promifed  not 
to  make  ufe  of  force,  failed  net  to  urge 
all  the  arguments  that  furi  a  thing 
would  admit  of,  to  perUi.:de  her  that 
what  here<]ue(led  of  her  wu-  .lot  naugh- 
ty in  iifclf,  but  perfectly  cc.-,.'brmable 
to  the  laws  of  nature. 

She  was  too  ignor?nt.  ar.d  perhaps 
alfo  too  little  incli'i^'  -^  attempt  any 
thing  in  order  to  .i  what  he  faid 

on  this  occafion;  .;  i  though  (he refufed 
with  lefs  relblution  than  ihe  had  done, 
yet  (lie  would  not  abfolutely  confent  to 
hisdefires:  on  which  Jemmy,  not  doubt- 
ing but  the  fruit  thus  ripened  would 
loon  fall  of  jifelf,  told  her,,  that  he  was 
not  of  a  humour  to  accept  of  any  fa- 
vours granted  with  re!u5lance,  and  that 
he  would  content  himlelf  with  fuch  as 
he  (hould  find  her  willing  to  beiiow. 

He  kept  his  word,  and  preffed  her  no 
farther  at  that  time:  this  the  poor  in- 
nocent creature  looked  upon  as  I'o  great 
a  condei'cenfion  in  him,  and  thought 
herfelf  (o  much  obliged  by  it,  that  ihe 
readily  allowed  his  kiiles,  his  embraces, 
and,  in  (hart,  every  freedom  except 
that  only  one  which  he  had  afTiired  her 
he  would  not  t^ike  without  her  lenve, 
Notwitbftanding  what  tii:y  called  the 
K  i  Cfcwn 
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cjown  of  a  lover's  felicity  was  want- 
ing, this  couple  pafTed  the  time  they 
were  together  in  a  manner  pleafing 
enough  to  both;  nor  parted  without  a 
mutual  proniife  of  re  enjoying  tlie fame 
happinels  again  on  the  enfuing  day. 

Jemmy,  however,  who  was  of  too  fan- 
guine  and  amorous  a  difpofition  not  to 
feel  a  good  deal  of  impatience  for  the 
confummation  of  his  wifhes,  in  order 
to  haften  it,  contrived  a  ftratagem,  which, 
from  the  afcendant  he  had  gained  over 
Celia's  heart,  gave  him  no  room  to 
doubt  would  fail  of  fuccefs  in  making 
her  lovely  perfon  no  lefs  entirely  his. 
It  was  this. 

He  approached  her  at  their  next  meet- 
ing with  the  mod  folemn  and  dejefteJ 
air.  She  had  brought  him  a  fine  pofy 
felefted  from  the  choiceft  flowers  in  her 
uncle's  garden,  tied  together  with  a 
piece  of  green  ribband;  ihe  was  going 
to  prcftnt  it  to  him,  when  peiceiving 
the  change  in  his  countenance,  flie 
ftarted,  and  aflced  him  if  he  was  not 
well. 

*  No,  Celia,'  anfwered  he,  affe^ing 
to  fpeak  in  a  very  faint  voice,  '  I  am 

*  fick;  fick  at  heart.'— '  Indeed  I  am 
very  forry,'  faid  (he:  *  fmell  to  this 
pofy;  I  hope  it  will  refreOi  you,  my 
dear  Sir.' — '  No,  Celia,'  returned  he, 
it  is  not  in  the  power  of  art  or  nature 
to  relieve  me:  you  muft  lofe  your 
loverj  I  muft  die,  my  Celia.' — 
Now,  all  that's  good  forbid  it!'  cried 

Ihe,  and  wept  bitterly. 

'  I  mull  die,'  faid  he  again;  '  or, 

*  what  is  wo;re  than  death,  never  fee 

*  my  Celia  more.'  Surprized  andover- 
whelmed  with  tlie  melting  paflions  of 
love  and  grief  at  bearing  him  fpeak  in 
this  manner,  (he  threw  her  taper  arms 
about  his  neck,  laid  her  cheek  clofe  to 
Lis,  and  begged  him  to  tell  her  what 
he  meant,  and  the  caufe  of  his  com- 
plaint. 

*  You  dear,  cruel  maid,'  anfwered 
he,  with  a  well  counterfeited  agony, 

*  it  is  you  who  are  the  caufe  of  my 
complaintj  and  it  is  you  alone  can  be 
my  cure:  in  (hort,  it  is  impoflible  for 
me  to  breathe  the  fame  air  with  you 
and  not  fee  you;  yet  every  time  I  fee 
you  gives  frefti  tortures  to  my  bleed- 
ing heart,  by  letting  me  know  ftill 
more  of  the  heaven  I  am  denied  pof- 
fclling.  1  have,  therefore,  taken  a  re- 
lolutioii  to  banilh   myfelf  for  ever 


*  from  you,  and  from  this  counfrv. 
'  You  muft,  then,'  continued  he,  era- 
bracing  her  with  the  utmoft  eagernefs, 

*  either  lofe  all  your  Jeffamy,  or  give 

*  me  all  my  Celia.' 

The  confternation  ftie  was  in  is  not 
to  be  expreiTedj  but  every  look,  every 
emotion,  betrayed  to  him  the  inward 
trouble  of  her  mind.  She  could  not 
fpeak  for  feveral  minutes;  but  at  laft 
cried  out,  with  a  voice  interrupted 
with  fighs— *  Oh,  Mr.  Jeffamy!  will 

*  you,  can  you,  he  fo  barbarous  to  leave 

*  me,  leave  me  for  ever?' 

*  Call  not  that  barbarous  which  your 
'  unkindnefs  drives  me  to,'  rejoined 
he :  *  if  I  loved  you  with  a  common 

*  palTion,    I    could,   perhaps,    be  eafy 

*  under  the  fevere  reilriilion  you  have 

*  laid  me  under;  but  you  are  too  beau- 

*  tiful,    and  I  too  much   enamoured: 

*  oh,  then,  throw  off  at  once  this  cruel 

*  ccynefs!  this  unmerciful  referve!  Ge- 
'   nerouflyfay  you  will  be  all  mine,  and 

*  make  both  me  and  yourfelf  compleat- 
'  lybleifed.' 

He  uttered  thefe  laft  v.'ords  in  ac- 
cents which  pierced  her  to  the  foul:  (lie 
was  all  confufion;  irrefolute  fora  while; 
fometimes  looking  on  him,  and  fome- 
times  on  the  ground:  but  love  at  length, 
prevailing  love,  got  the  better  of  th.it 
baftifulnefs,  which  it  is  likely  had, 
more  than  any  other  principle,  till  now 
reftrained  her  from  yielding  to  his  fuit; 
ihe  threw  herJelf  into  his  arms;  and, 
hiding  her  head  within  his  bofom — *  I 

*  cannot  part  with  you,'  cried  (he;  *  I 
'  can  deny  you  nothing;  you  have  my 

*  heart,  and  muft  command  whatever 

*  Celia  has  to  give.' 

There  is  a  (trong  probability,  if  it 
does  not  amount  even  to  a  certaint\ , 
that  Jemmy  would  not  have  given  her 
time  fora  fecond  thought,  vvh;ch  might 
have  revoked  the  promife  fl)e  had  made; 
but  his  plot,  hitherto  fuccefsful,  was 
now  entirely  fruftrated  by  the  fudden 
found  of  men's  voices  at  a  diftance, 
and  which  feemed  to  approach  more 
rear. 

*  Oh  lud!'  cried  (he,  extremely 
frighted,    '  I  hear  my   uncle:    if    he 

*  (hould  come  this   v.r.y,  and  find  mc 

*  with  a  gentleman,  he  will  tell  my  fa- 
'  tber,  and  I  (hall  be  half  killed.  Didr 
'  Mr.  Jeffamy,  make  all  the  hafl'e  you 

*  can  out  of  the  wood;  I   will  go  and 

*  face  him,  and  pietcnd  I  was  going 

♦  ta 
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L     *  to  carry  thefe  flowers  to  a  great  lady 

K     «  who  lives  hard  by.' 

H  Jemmy   could   not   forbear   curling 

"  both  the  uncle  and  the  interruption; 
bvit  thought  proper  to  comply  with  Ce- 
liacs advice,  after  having  exafted  an 
oath  from  her  to  meet  liim  again  the 
next  day,  and  fulfil  her  engagement; 
which  Ihe  readily  gave,  and  then  trip- 
ped away  as  faft  as  lier  legs  could  carry 
her. 

Thus  did  they  part,  rot  to  fee  each 
otheragain  for  a  much  longer  time  than 
cither  of  them  imagined;  the  caufe  of 
wiiich  willprelently  be  flicwn. 


CHAP.     XXIL 

IN  WHICH,  AMONG  OTHER  THINGS, 
IT  WIL'L  BE  FOUND  HIGHLY  PR.O- 
PF.R,  THAT  SOME  PASSAGESFOR- 
MERLY  INSERTED  SHOULD  BE 
RECAPITULATED,  IN  ORDER  TO 
FORM  THE  BETTER  UNDER- 
STANDING OF  THOSE  WHICH  ARE 
NOW  UPON  THE  TAPIS, 

JE  M  M  Y  returned  to  the  college  in 
no  very  good  humour,  ns  may  be^ 
joppofed,  though  the  inovtification  ot 
the  difappointnient  he  had  received  was 
very  much  alleviated  by  the  affurance 
he  had  of  Celiacs  affc£iicn  for  him; 
but  on  his  entering:  into  his  chambers 
he  met  with  ibmething  which  made  the 
adventures  of  the  d3y,  .and  indeed  all 
that  paffed  between  him  and  the  coun- 
try maid,  vanifh  like  a  dream  from  his 
reinembrancc. 

A  Itttcrwas  prcfented  to  him,  which 
had  been  left  for  !;im  by  the  po'l^,  funi- 
inoning  him  imine.!iate!y  to  London  to 
receive  the  laft  commands  and  blelTing 
of  a  dying  father.  Fiiial  piety  and  du- 
teous affection  now  took  up  all  his 
mind,  and  he  thought  of  nothing  but 
to  be  fpeedy  in  his  obsdienci  to  the  au- 
tlioritativc  mandate. 

Accordingly  he  nr.;fe  the  next  morn- 
jrg  by  brcdk  of  day,  rode  poft,  and 
anived  in  London  before  evening,  as 
h?s  been  already  related  ii^  the  begin- 
r.ingof  the  firii  vob.ime  of  this  work. 

On  his  going  back  to  the  univerfity, 
after  tiie  meiar.cMoly  folemnity  of  his 
father's  funeral  was  over,  Celii  came 
again  a  little  inio  his  head;  and  though 
he  deligned  fhortly  to  quit  Oxford  en- 
tirely, yet  he  thought  that  fof  tli€  tims 


he  ftaid  he  could  not  have  a  more  agree- 
able amufement  than  the  profecution  of 
thatamourto  divert  his  afSiftion  fortbe 
lofs  he  had  fullained. 

To  this  end  he  went  to  the  wood; 
ranged  through  every  part  of  that  fcene 
of  tlieir  loves,  but  found  no  Ceiia 
there;  he  knew  her  uncle's  name,  but 
not  directly  where  he  lived;  or  if  he 
had,  would  not  have  thought  it  proper 
to  go  to  his  houfe  to  make  any  enquiry 
concerning  her:  happening,  however, 
to  fee  a  fellow  cutting  down  wood,  he 
ventured  to  afk  him  if  oneMr.  Adams,  a 
gardener,  did  not  live  fomewhere  there- 
abouts. '  Aye,  Sir,' replied  the  man;  '  if 

*  you  turn  by  that  thicket, onyourright- 

•  hand,  you  may  fee  his  houfe.'— 'Nay,"* 
faid  Jemmy  carelefsly,  '  I  have  no  bu- 

Cnefs  with  him;  I  have  only  heard 
that    he   is    a   very  honeff  man.'— 
Aye,  Sir,'  rejoined  the  other,  '  that 
he  is,  to  be  fure,  as  ever  broke  breads 
I  have  known  him  abov€  thefe  thirty 
years,  and  never  heard  any  thing  ill 
of  him  in  my  life-.' 
Jemmy  finding  this  fellow  feemed  to 
be  of  a  communicative  difpoiition,  de- 
manded of  him  what  family  Mr.  Adams 
hr.d,     '  Ah,   Sir!'  faid  the  man,  <  he 
has  only  two  boys;  one  he  brings  up 
to  his  own  buGnefs,  and  the  other  is  a 
gentleman's  fervant:    his  wife,  reifc 
her  foulj  has  been  dead  two  years 
come  Michaelmas  next;  and  he  would 
'   have  been  <juite  h=lplefs,  if  he  had 
'not  got  a  biother's  daughter  of  his  to 
'  look  after  his  things;  but  Ihe  is  gone 
'  now,   I  know  not  v.hat  the  poor  niia 
'  will  do:  he  was  to  have  a  mai-d,  atid 
«  theae  are  fo  few  of  them  good.' — 
'  What !  is  his  niece  dead  too?'  cried 
Jemmy  pretty  haftiiy.     'No,  Sir,' an- 
Iwered  he;    '  but  flie   is   gone   away, 

•  Her  father,  belike,  fent  for  her  home; 
'  I  know  nor  on  wh.^t  account,  not  1 5 

*  but  file  has  left  poor  Adams,  and  be 
'  is  in  a  piteous  plight.' 

Jemmy  being  delirous  of  receiving  a« 
murh  intelligence  as  he  could  of  his 
little  mifirels,  affeSed  to  be  in  fome 
concern  fcr  the  honeft  gardener,  her' 
uncle,  pretending  he  had  heard  much 
in  his  ccmmendation  from  thoft  that 
knew  him;  and  faid  it  was  a  great  pity 
thnt  the  maid  fiionld  be  fent  for  away, 
as  flie  was  fo  ufeful  to  him,  and  fo  no- 
table a  raanager. 

*  Aye,  very  handy  indeed",  S!r,'an- 
fwered  Mr.  Adams's  friend:  '  Ihe  kept 

'  eveiy 
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every  thing  in  the  houfe  fo  clean  and 
fo  tight,  it  would  have  done  your 
heart  good  to  have  fcen  it :  but  as  to 
her  father's  fending  for  her  away,  I  do 
not  know;  mayhap  he  had  a  mind  to 
have  her  under  his  own  eye;  he  has 
the  chara£ler  of  a  parlous  ftirewd 
man,  and  fees  things  a  great  while 
before  they  come.' 

*  Was  there  any  danger,  then,  to  be 
apprehended  in  her  (laying?'  demand- 
ed jemmy.     *  I    can   fay   nothing  to 

th:U,  Sir:  fhe  is  as  likely,  as  comely 
a  lafs  as  any  in  the  country  round, 
but  I  believe  very  honell;  though  flie 
has  a  kind  of  leer  with  her  eyes,  and 
is  always  fimpering  and  fmirking; 
and  you  know.  Sir,  that  gives  en- 
couragement. There  were  a  power  of 
young  fellows  that  had  a  hankering 
after  her.  I  have  heard  my  wife  fay, 
a  thouiand  times  I  believe,  and  (he 
is  feldom  millaken,  that  fhe  wilhed 
Celia  might  come  to  good. 

*  Belides,  Sir,'  continued  he,  (hak- 
ng  his  head,  '  we  are  fo  near  the  uni- 

verfity  here;  and  the  young  ftudents 
are  moft  of  them  wild  blades,  and 
fpend  their  time  more  in  running  after 
the  girls  than  in  their  books.' 
It  muft  beobferved,  that  Jemmy  was 
now  in  his  travelling  drefs;  for  had  he 
appeared  as  a  gentleman-commoner, 
nobody  can  fuppofe  that  the  country- 
man would  have  been  fo  free  in  hisdif- 
courfe  with  him;  which  being  once  en- 
tered into,  he  would  probably  have 
gone  on  with  till  he  had  related  all  he 
knew  of  the  news  of  the  whole  parifh. 

But  Jemmy  having  fatisfied  his  cu- 
riofily  as  fully  as  he  could  have  defired, 
and  much  more  than  he  had  reafon  to 
expefl^,  grew  quite  weary  of  this  kind 
of  converfation,  and  foon  after  took 
leave  of  his  informer,  and  walked  back 
to  the  college. 

He  had  now  loft  his  Celia  of  the 
Woods:  he  knew,  indeed,  where  to 
find  her;  but  as  his  ftayin  Oxford  was 
to  be  very  fbort,  and  he  had  many  friends 
to  fee  before  he  went  away,  he  had  no 
time  to  devote  to  the  purfuit  of  a  mif- 
trefs  fo  far  removed;  befides,  he  knew 
not  what  inconveniences  might  attend 
hisfeeking  her  at  a  father's  houfe;  and 
was  too  indolent  in  his  nature  to  rifque 
any  difficulties  for  the  fake  of  gratify- 
ing a  1  alTion  fuch  as  the  beauty  of  that 
girl  hadinfpiied  him  with. 


After  he  had  quitted  the  univerfity 
entirely,  and  was  fettled  in  London, 
befides  the  fociety  of  his  dear  Jenny, 
whoni,  in  fpite  of  the  little  excurllons 
of  his  yomh,  he  loved  with  the  moft 
pure  and  refpeilful  paflion,  new  fcenes 
oi  life,  new  amufements,  new  plea- 
fures,  ci-ourled  upon  his  fenfes,  and 
prefently  obliterated  the  memory  of 
thofe  he  left  behind. 

Celia  no  more  was  wifhed  for,  no 
more  thought  on  by  him.  How  was  it 
pofllble  that  after  fo  long  a  fpace  of 
time  as  two  whole  years,  and  having 
feen  fuch  a  variety  of  beautiful  faces, 
he  ihouid  be  able  to  recoUeft  his  plain 
country  maid,  under  the  chara6ler  of 
a  fine  town  lady,  blazing  with  gold 
and  jewels,  attended  by  a  Iplendid  equi- 
page, and  dignified  with  a  title  ? 

This  adventure,  notwithftanding, 
ferved  greatly  to  dllfipate  all  the  clia- 
grin  which  the  ftory  invented  in  rela- 
tion to  his  infidelity  to  Jenny  had  in- 
volved him  in:  he  could  not  keep  him- 
felf  from  being  highly  pleafed  at  meet- 
ing-with  a  peribn  who  had  once  fo  many 
charms  for  him,  nor  with  finding,  by 
her  behaviour  towards  him,  that  (o 
prodigious  a  change  of  fortune  had  not 
made  the  leaft  change  in  her  lentiments 
on  his  account:  in  a  word,  all  the  long 
dormant  inclinations,  which  he  had  for- 
merly felt  for  Celia,  now  revived  in 
his  bofom  at  the  fight  of  Ladv  Hardv, 
and  he  hehtated  not  a  moment  whether 
he  iliould  comply  with  theappointnient 
ihe  had  made  him. 

How  uncertain,  how  wandering,  are 
the  paflions  of  mankind  !  How  yield- 
ing to  every  temptation  thatprefents  it- 
felt  !  Seldom  are  they  mafters  of  their 
own  hearts  or  sftions,  efpccially  at 
Jemmy's  years;  and  well  may  they  de- 
ceive others  in  what  they  are  deceived 
themfelves  1 

When  they  proteft  to  love  no  other 
objeiJl  than  the  prefent,  they  may,  per- 
haps, refolve  to  be  as  juft  as  they  pre- 
tend; but,  alas!  this  is  not  in  their 
power,  even  though  it  may  be  in  their 
wilj  :  they  can  no  more  command  their 
wiflies  than  they  can  their  thoughts  5 
which,  as  Shakefpeare  tells  us,  '  On?e 
*  loft,  are  gone  beyond  the  clouds.' 
We  often  fee  that,  to  reverfe  this  boafted 
conftancy,  is  the  work  of  but  a  fingle 
minute;  and  then,  in  vain,  their  paft 
profeHlons  recoil  upon  their  minds :  ia 

vaiA 
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vain  the  idea  of  the  forlaken  fair  haunts 
them  in  nightly  vifions — 

•  For  mighty  love,  which  honour  does  defpife, 

*  Fo/  reafons,  fhews  them  a  new  charmer's 

'  e)es.' 

CHAP.     XXIII. 

CONTAINS  ONLY  SUCH  ACCIDENTS 
AS  ARE  TCO  COMMON  TO  EiClTE 
MUCH  WONDER.. 

I  Would  not  be  uncierftood,  by  the 
obfervations  made  on  the  generality 
of  mankind  in  theclcfeof  the  preceding 
chapter,  that  the  vice  of  inconliancy 
ought  to  be  imputed  to  the  hero  of  this 
hirtory  :  what  in  moft  others  1s  the  ef- 
fcd  oV  a  love  of  variety,  was  produced 
in  him  by  the  too  great  vivacity  and 
fprightlinefs  of  his  temper.  He  had 
fometimes  very  ftrong  inclinations,  but 
never  a  real  affeftion  for  any  but  his 
dear  Jenny;  and,  tiiough  thefe  may 
have  led  him  into  errors  which  render 
him  not  wholly  blair.eiefs,  yet  the  per- 
manence of  his  devoirs  to  that  lole  cb- 
je6l  of  his  honourable  paflion,  fhews  his 
charafler  to  have  in  it  infinitely  more 
of  light  than  (hade. 

Let  no  one,  therefore,  pafs  too  fevere 
a  cenfure  on  his  conJudi  in  regard  to 
this  fail- tempter,  either  as  Celia  of  the 
Woods,  or  Lady  Hardy.  Whatever 
was  the  firft  motive  of  his  addreffes  to 
her,  curiofity  to  know  how  this  trans- 
formation came  about  might  now  have, 
and  doubtlefs  had,  fome  ihare  in  excit- 
ing him  to  renew  his  acquaintance  with 
her. 

I  (liall  not,  however,  as  I  have  more 
than  once  affured  my  readeis,  make 
any  attempts  either  to  palliate  or  dif- 
guife  the  truth.  Jemmy  was  pun6lual 
to  the  hour  that  had  been  prefixed  by 
his  miftrefs ;  yet  found  her  in  the  Park 
before  him  :  fhe  had  placed  herfelf  on  a 
bench  behind  the  Mall,  as  being  moft 
free  from  company.  When  he  firft  dif- 
cerned  her,  flie  leemed  talking  to  a 
young  woman,  who  flood  waiting  near 
her,  but  left  her  ladyihip  alone  before 
he  could  come  up  to  them. 

*  How  little  poffible  was  it  for  me 

*  to  expeft  this  blelfing!'  faid  he,  ap- 
proaching her.  ♦  Hold,  hold  !'  cried 
Ibe,  interrupting  him  ;    •  we  have  no 

*  time  at  prefent  for  fine  fpeeches;  and 

*  you  will  be  furprized  to  find  your- 


*  felf  ftimmcned  here  only  to  be  told 
'  you  muft  be  gone.'  — '  I  (hould  be 

*  indeed  furprized,'  rejoined  he  j  'but 
'  how   have  I  deferved  to  be  fo  un- 

*  happy?' 

'  No,  no  !'  replied  fhe,  fmiling;  *yoTi 

*  are  not  unhappy,  though  I  could  eafily 

*  tell  you  how  you  delerve  to  be  fo  ; 
'  but  this  is  no  place  either  for  a  quar- 
'  rtl  or  a  reconciliation.  You  muft 
«  know,  I  could  not  come  out  alone, 

<  for  fear  cf  giving  ("ufpicion  to  my  old 
'  hufband,  fo  biou-jbt  mv  woman  with 

*  m.e  ;  but,  as  foon  as  I  law  you,  fent 

<  her  heme  under  the  pretence  of  fetch- 

*  ing  my  fnuft-box,   which  I  left  be- 

*  hind  me  f c  r  that  purpofe  :  (he  will 
'  be  here  again  in  two  minutes,  for  we 
'  live  but  in  the  next  ftreet,  and  have 

*  a  door  into  the  Park.  Therefore  take 

*  this,' continued  fhe;  •  and  becareful 
«  to  do  as  this  direfts.' 

'  Let  me  firft  examine  how  I  approve 

*  of  the  contents,'  faid  he,  with  his  ac- 
cuflomed  gaiety.  '  You  may,'  anfwered 
flie;  •  but  then  you  will  lofe  the  only 
«  moment  that  1  have  to  tell  you  I  am 
'  as  much  yours  as  ever,  and   that  I 

*  have  not  known  one  joy  in  life  fince 
«  hft  we  parted.'  — '  Angelick  crea- 
'  ture  !'  cried  he,  with  a  voice  and  eyes 
all  tranfport ;  '  Oh  !  that  I  had  the  op- 
'  portunity  of  throwing  myfelf  at  your 
'  feet,  to  thank,  as  it  deferves,  this 
'  goodneis  !  Where— when— fhall  we 

*  meet  sgain  ?' 

'  The  paper  I  gave  you  will  inform 
'   you,'  replied  flie ;    *  but  do  not  dif- 

*  appoint  Lady  Hardy  in  the  fame  man- 
'  ner  as  you  did  Celia  cf  the  Woods.* 
— '  Oh,  I  can  clear  myfelf  of  that'.* 
cried  he :  '  it  was  a  fad  necefTity  that 
'  drove  me  from  you  ;  and  I  had  no 
'  means  of  conveying  a  letter  to  you  ; 
'  but  I  have  fought  you  fince.' — •  And 

*  I  have  fought  you  too,'  rejoined  (he: 
<  but  we  muft  talk  of  this  hereafter ;  I 
'  fee  my  woman  coming.    Leave  me, 

*  for  Heaven's  fakel  And  if  you  ftay  in 
'  the  walks,  pafs  carelefsly  by,  and 
'  feem  not  to  regard  me.'  Jemmy  had 
only  time  to  tell  her  that  he  would  read 
the  dear  mandate,  and  obey  whatever 
it  enjoined. 

After  fpeaking  thefe  words,  he  re- 
tired, with  as  much  hafte  as  he  could, 
to  the  other  end  of  the  walk  ;  where  he 
examined  what  had  been  given  him  by 
the  lady,  and  found  it  contained  cnly 
thefe  few  exprelTive  lines. 
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*  r^O,  at  fix  this  evening  pieciftly,  to 
^-'  *Mis.  Comode,  th;!ial)it-maker, 


•  in  ***  Street:  fhe  is  already  appiized 

•  of  yoor  coming,  but  knows  not  your 

•  pei  Ion  ;  Co  you  have  only  to  fay  you 

•  come  for  the  ribband  j  on  whicli  flie 

•  will  immediately  conduft  you  to 

♦  Yours,  ^-c' 

It  has  been  obferved  through  the 
courfe  of  this  hiftory,  that  Jemmy,  in 
fpite  of  his  gay  tennper,  had  fometimes 
the  power  of  thinking  very  ferioiiHy. 
The  billet  lie  had  in  his  hand,  together 
with  the  looks  and  geftures  of  the  lady, 
filled  him  with  rei!c61ions  which,  it  can- 
not be  fiippofed,  the  either  intended  or 
wiflied  to  infpire. 

To  find  that  the  mofc  timid  bafhful- 
nefs,  the  mofl  innocent  fimplicity  of 
mind  and  manners,  thus  improved,  in 
the  compafsof  fo  Anall  a  fpnce  of  time, 
into  all  the  alTured  airs  of  a  woman 
who  had  pafled  her  whole  life  in  arti- 
fice and  intrigue,  feemed  to  him  a  thing 
fo  flrange,  fo  out  of  nature,  that  he 
would  never  have  believed  it  polTible, 
had  he  not  feen  it  verified  in  the  cha- 
riiSer  of  his  Celia,  at  prefent  Lady 
Hardy. 

This  transformalion  did  not  render 
ber  more  amiable  in  his  eyes:  he  was, 
however,  punftuai  to  the  affignation; 
though,  it  is  pretty  certain,  his  curiofiry 
of  knowing  thofe  accidents  which  had 
occafioned  fo  extraordinary  a  revolu- 
tion, both  in  her  circiimrtances  and  be- 
haviour, had  as  great  a  /liare  in  carry. 
in;T  bun  thither  as  any  other  motive. 

On  his  coming  to  Mrs.  Comode's, 
lie  found  the  obliging  gentlewoman 
ready  to  receive  him  5  and,  on  his  giv- 
ing tile  appointed  fignal,  ltd  him,  with 
a  ihuiing  countenance,  into  a  back- 
parlour  beiiind  the  rtiop,  where  Lady 
Hardy  already  waited  his  approach. 

He  was  doubtlefs  about  to  fahite  her 
with  fo'.iie  fine  i''p<;ech;  but  (lie  no  iboner 
law  bim  enter,  than,  fttirting  from  her 
icat,  fije  threw  berielf  at  once  into  his 
arms,  befo)ethey  were  even  open  to  re- 
ceive her.     *  My  dear,  dear  Mr.  Jef- 

•  faiiiy  r  ciied  The,  with  an  undefci  iba- 
b'.e  fofind's  in  her  voice  and  eyes,  *  a 

•  ffff  days  paft  how  little  did  I  hope  for 

•  this  hnppinefs  !' 

Such  love,  iuch  tenderncfs,  in  onefo 
young  and  beautiful,  mufthave  warm, 
ed  the  heart  of  a  dull  iioick,  much  more 
that  of  one  fcjwiwwtd  by  nature  with  tb* 


moftamorous inclinations.  Jemmy mtifl 
have  been  as  infenfible  as  he  was  really 
the  reverfe,  had  he  not  felt  the  force  of 
fuch  united  charms.  He  returned  all  her 
tranfports,  her  cnreflbs,  with  intereft  ; 
they  faid  the  moft  paffionate  and  en- 
dearing things  to  each  other;  but  the 
energy  of  theirexpiefijons,  as  they  were 
fo  often  interrupted  with  kifTcsand  em- 
braces, would  be  loit  in  the  repetitionj 
for,  as  Mr.  Dryden  juftly  fays— 

*  Imperfrd  A;ntenccs,  and  broken  founds, 

*  And  nonlenfe,  is  the  eloquence  of  love.* 

After  the  firft  demonftrations  of  their 
mutual  joy  on  this  meeting  were  over— . 
'  I  will  not,'  faid  fhe,  *  be  fo  ungene- 

*  rous  to  accufe  you  of  a  crime  of  which 

*  I  know  you  clear.     I  difcovered  the 
'  melancholy  occalion  which  called  you 

*  in  fuch  hafte  to  London  :  but  tell  "me, 

*  my  dear  Jefiamy,' continued  flie,  'did 

*  not  your  heart  feel  fbme  anguifh  on 

*  findmgyourfelf  obliged  to  leave  your 

*  Celia  ju(t  as  you  had  prevailed  upon 

*  her  to  fwear  llie  would  be  yours  ? ' 
He  could  not,  without  being  guijjy 

of  as  much  ill  manners  as  ingratitude 
avoid  pretending  he  had  lufFered  greatly 
on  that  account:  but,  whatever  was 
wanting  of  fincerity  in  this  alTertion,  he 
atoned  for  in  "the  relation  he  made  her 
of  the  pains  he  had  taken  in  fearching 
for  her  on  his  return  to  Oxford. 

She  laughed  heartily  at  the  detail  he 
gave  her  of  the  converlation  he  had  with 
the  countryman  concerning  her  uncle 
Adams,  and  the  affairs  of  his  familv  : 
'  And  now,'  faid  (he,  '  I  will  make 
'  you  the  confidante  of  every  thing  that 
'  has  happened  to  me  fince  I  had  the 
*  pleafure  of  feeing  you,' 

Jemmy  then  telling  her  it  was  a  fa- 
vour  for  which  he  had  the  utmoft  im- 
patience, ihe  immediately  gave  him  the 
iatisfaflion  he  delired. 


CHAP.     XXIV. 

thf:  history  of  celia  of  the 
woods,  prosecuted  in  that 
of  lady  hardy,  and  related 
by  herself  to  jemmy. 

*  T  Will  not,'  faid  /he,  '  poifon   the 
A  '  fweets  of  our  pref<;ni  moinents 

•  with  any   defcription   of  the   bitter 
'  pangs  I  juffered  in  not  finding  yoii, 

'  as 
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as  T  expecled,  in  the  wood  :  I  had  too 
much  dcpeiuiance  on  your  love  and 
honour  to  entertain  one  thought  that 
this  dilappointment  was  an  a6t  of 
your  Own  choicej  and  therefore  feared 
that  you  was  eitlier  I'uddenly  taken 
fick,  or  that  fome  other  ill  accident 
had  befallen  you. 

•  Under  thefe  apprchenfions  I  pafled 
the  moft  cruel  night  that  ever  was; 
nor  did  the  day  bring  me  much  more 
tranquillity:  though  I  fometimes 
flattered  myfelf  that  bufinefs,  com- 
pany, or  fome  fuch-Iike  enemy  to 
love,  had  kept  you  from  me  the  even- 
ing before,  and  that  you  would  not 
fail  on  this  to  come  and  make  atone- 
ment for  the  difquiet  you  had  given 
me. 

•  Accordingly,  in  this  hope,  I  went, 
about  the  ufual  hour,  to  the  dear  fcene 
of  our  paft  meetings  :  I  threw  myfelf 
on  the  little  hillock  where  we  had  fatj 
I  killed,  I  embraced,  the  tree  you  had 
leaned  againlt ;  I  invoked  Love  and 
all  it's  powers  to  bring  my  Jeffamy 
once  more  to  my  arms  ;  and  ran  to 
the  entrance  of  the  wood,  and  vainly 
(till  expelled  your  approach.  I  en- 
vied the  little  birds  that  hopped  a- 
mong  the  bou^hs  above  my  head  ; 
and  wiflied  to  be  one  of  them,  that  I 
might  fly  to  the  place  which  I  then 
thought  contained  you,  and  fee  '\\\ 
what  manner  you  were  employed. 

•  I  had  like  to  have  forgot,'  con- 
nued  (he,  *  I  promifed  that  I  would 
not  trouble  you  either  with  my  grief 
ormydefpair;  yet  I  am  unwarily 
running  into  a  detail  of  both.  Par- 
don me,  my  dear  Jeffamy,  and  pre- 
pare to  hear  what  contiivances  my 
paflion  for  you  infpired  me  with. 

•  It  was  almoft  dark  when  I  left  the 
wood:  my  uncle  was  come  out  of  the 
grounds,  and  at  home  before  me;  he 
chid  me  for  being  abroad  fo  late; 
but  I  made  an  excufe  which,  though 
not  worth  your  hearing,  paffed  well 
enough  upon  him.  I  rofe  very  early 
the  next  morning,  and  wrote  a  little 
letter  to  you  ;  but,  when  I  had  done, 
knew  not  which  way  to  convey  it  to 
you  ;  nor,  indeed,  how  to  direft  it 
properly,  as  I  had  never  heard  yoa 
fay  to  which  of  the  colleges  you  be- 
longed. 

•  Refolved,  however,  at  any  rate,  and 
whatever  I  did,  to  be  fatisfied  con- 
cerning your  healthy   and  what  was 


become  of  you,  I  wentto  Oxford,  un- 
der pretence  of  buying  fomething  1 
flood  in  need  of.     I  was  afraid  and 
afliamed  to  go  to  the  univerfitv,  and 
aflc  for  you;  but  believing  that  you 
muft  be  known  in  town,  enquired  at 
feveral  great  fliops,  but  without  any 
fuccefs,  till  a  peniwig-maker  direft- ■ 
ed  me  to  go  to  a  coftee-houfe,  which, 
he  faid  you  tifed  every  day. 
'  Here  I  was  informed,  that  you  had 
been  fent  for  to  London,  on  account 
of  your   father's    indifpofition,   and 
was   gone   the  day  before;  but  that 
not  having  quitted  the  univerfity.  It 
was  expefled  you  would  not  long  be 
abfent.  This  intelligencealittlecom- 
forted  me,  and  I  returned  with  a  fa- 
tisfaftion  in  my  mind,  which  T  believe 
might  fpread   a  more  than  ordinary 
glee  upon  my  countenance. 
'  But,  however  it  was,  my  looks,  it 
feems,  were  that  day  ordained  to  do 
for   me    what    I    never   had    vanity 
enough  to  expeft  from  tliem. 
*  On  my  coming  home,  I  found  a 
chariot,  with  two  footm-;n,  waiting 
at  our  doer,  and  within  a  very  old 
grave   gentleman    biify   in   difcourfe 
with  my  uncic:  t!ie  latter  had  fome 
time  before  got  a  flip  from  a  fine  ex- 
otick  plant  out  of  a  nobleman's  gar- 
den, which  he  had  reared  to  fuch  per- 
fcflion,  that  it  was  now  loaded  with 
flowers;  and   it  was  concerning  the 
purchafe  of  this,  and  fome  otliercu- 
riofuies  my  uncle's  nurfery  afforded, 
that   had  brought  this  gueit  to  our 
houfe. 

'  I  fancy,  my  dear  Jefl'amy,  that  you 
already  imagine  that  the  perfon  I  am 
fpeaking  of  was  no  other  than  Sir 
Thomas  Hardy,  whole  wife  I  now 
am,  and  who  you  faw  yefterday  with 
me  at  the  au6lion:  it  was  he  mdeed, 
whofe  heart,  without  defigning  it,  I 
captivated  at  firit  fight.' 
Jemmy  on  this  could  not  forbear 
making  compliments  on  the  force  of 
her  charms;  to  which  flie  only  replied, 
that  of  how  great  fervicefoever  they  had 
been  to  her  intereft,  Ihe  took  no  pieafure 
in  looking  lovely  in  any  eyes  but  thofe 
of  her  dear  Jeffamy;  and  then  wentoi^ 
with  her  difcourfe. 

'  The  old  baronet,'  refumed  fhe,  <  had 

*  his  eyes  fixed  upon  me  from  the  mo- 

*  ment  I  came  into  the  room,  and  foon 
'  took  an  opportunity  of  aflcing  my  un- 
'  cle  if  I  was   his  daughter.     "  No, 

S  «*  pleafe 
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*'  pleafe  your  honour,"  replied  he,  *' fhe    *'  hard  or  fervile  work.     I  know  very 
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"  isonly  my  niece.  Farmer  Adams,  one 
"  of  your  honour's  tenants,  is  her  fa- 
«  ther." 

"  Oh,  then,"  cried  Sir  Thomas,  "I 
*'  fuppofe  he  has  fent  her  hither  to  be 
out  of  the  way  of  fome  handfome 
young  man  or  another  whom  flie  may 
have  taken  a  liking  to." — "  No, 
pleafe  your  honour,"  faid  my  uncle, 
I  hope  the  girl  has  no  fuch  thoughts 
in  her  head  as  yet:  my  brother  only 
*'  lets  her  be  here,  out  of  kindnefs  to 
*'  me,  to  look  after  my  houfe." 

«'  A  very  pretty  houfekeeper  indeed," 

*  rejoined  SirThomasj  "and  I  do  not 
*'  doubt  but  (he  manages  as  well  as 
"  canbeexpefled." — "  For  her  years, 
*<  Sir,"  faid  my  uncle.  "  I  dare  fwear 
"  (he  does,"  cried  my  new  lover;  "and, 
•'  were  it  not  for  robbing  you,  I  (liould 
"  be  glad  to  have  fuch  a  one  to  look 
"  after  my  affairs." 

*  I  could  not  forbear  blufiiing  ex- 

*  cefiivcly  at  thefe  words  ;  though   I 

*  was  far  from  imagining  he  had  any 

*  defipn  in  them :  he  faid  no  more,  liow- 

*  ever,  at  that  time;  but  having  order- 

*  cd  my  uncle  to  bring  home  the  plants 

*  he  had  bought  of  him,  went  into  his 
«  chariot,  though  not  without  giving 
'  me  a  very  amorous  look  as  he  paficd 
'  by. 

*  For  my  part,  I  (hould  have  thought 

*  no  more  of  this  (tuff  afterwards,  but 

*  was  very  much  furprized  when  I  faw 
him  come  again  the  next  day;  my 
uncle  happened  to  be  abroad,  and  I 
was  fitting  alone  at  %vork  in  a  little 
room  Juft  by  thedoor,  which  was  wide 
open,  and  he  came  direftly  in. 
•'  Where  is  your  uncle,  my  pretty 

**  maid?"  faid  he;  "  I  would  buy  fome 
*'  things    of    him."     I    replied,  that 

*  I   believed  he  was  not   far  off,  and 
«  would  call   the  boy  to  go  in  fearch 

*  of  him.  — "  It  is    no    matter,"  re- 

*  turned  he,  faking  hold  of  my  liand  to 

*  prevent  my doingasi  had  faid;  "and, 


*  well,  that  neither  your  father  nor 
your  uncle  are  able  to  do  much  for 
you  ;  therefore,  if  you  will  be  one  of 
my  family,  you  (hall  eat  and  drink 
of  the  belt,  have  fine  cloaths,  and 
have  no  bufinefs  but  to  fee  that  the 
fervants  do  theirs." 

*  To  all  this  I  anfwered,  that  I  was 
very  much  obliged  to  his  honour  for 
the  offer  he  made  me,  but  that  I  wa'S 
not  accuftomed  to  the  ways  of  gentle- 
men, and  in  no  refpeft  qualified  for 
the  place  he  mentioned. 

*'  Yes,  my  dear  girl,"  cried  he,  "  you 
are  fufHciently  qualified  for  every 
"  thing  I  (hall  require  of  you."  In 
fpeaking  thefe  words,  he  threw  his 
withered  aims  about  my  neck,  and 
kiffed  me  with  a  vehemence  which  ons 
would  not  tliink  his  years  capable  ot. 

*  I  proteft  to  you,'  continued  (lie, 
that  I  was  fo  foolifli  as  not  to  appre- 
hend thebnfe  defign  he  hod  upon  me, 
till  this  lad  aSlion  convinced  me  of 
it.  I  ftruggled,  and  got  loole  from 
an  embrace  which  was  then  fo  dete(t- 

'  able  to  ine;  I  told  him  that  1  was  not 
'  for  his  purpofe,  and  that  I  never 
'  would  be  the  wicked  creatuie  he  would 

*  have  me, 

"  You  are  a  little  fool,  and  do  not 
*'  confider  the  value  of  the  offer  you  re- 
•'  jeft,"  faid  he,  throwing  a  handful 
'  of  guineas  into  my  lap.  "See  here; 
"  your  pocket  (hall  be  always  filled 
with  thefe,  to  difpofe  of  as  you  think 
fit;  you  (hall  have  what  ycu  pleaCe, 
do  what  you  pleafe,  comm-jud  me 
and  my  whole  edate;  I  defue  only  a 
little  love  in  recompenfe."' 
"  I  defpife  all  you  can  give  or  pro- 
"  mile,"  anfwered  I;  "  therefore  take 
♦*  back  your  gold,  or  I  (liall  throw  i't 
"  out  of  doors,  for  your  fervants  to  pick 
"  up:  poor  as  I  am,  I  will  not  fell  my 
<•  honelty." 

*  It   was    not  in    this    manner,  my 
Je(ramy,'  purfued  (he,  lookingfond- 


"  to  tell  you  the  truth,  I  am  glad  of    ly  on  him,  '  that  I  withftood  the  at 

*'  this  opportunity  of  faying  (bmething     '   tempts  you   made  upon    my  virtue, 

'*  to  you  that  rnay  be  for  your  advan-     '  How  wide  is  the  difference  between 

*'  tage."  *  love  and  intcieft!  My  old  baronet, 

•  however,  took  my  behaviour  as  the 

•  eft'eft  of  the  moll  pure  and  perfeifi: 

•  virtue;    he    was    both   amazed    and 
'  charmed    with  it;  and,  approachir.g 

•  me  with  looks  as  refpcflful  as  they 

•  had  lately  been  prefuming — "  Wei), 
*<  my  lovely  maid,"  faid  he  "  I  will 

♦*  net 


*  I  wondered  what  he  meant;  but 

*  fat  down  again  on  his  bidding  me  : 

*  he  then  told  me  I  was  a  pieity  maid, 

*  and  would  be  more  pretty  ftill,  if  I 
'  was  drcfl'ed  as  I  ought  to  be.  "  It  is 
*'  a  pity,"  faid  he,  "  that  fuch  limbs 
*'  as  il)fcfe  (hould  ba  eniployed  in  any 
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'  not  henceforward  go  about  to  feduce 

•   your  innocence:  I,  love  you;  but  will 

'   endeavour  to  conquer  my  defires." 

'  I  anfvvered  in  a  lone  pretty  rude,  I 

believe,  that  it  was  the  only  thing 

he  couid  oblige  me  in;  on  which  he 

ftood  in    a  confiderative  pofture  for 

hme  moments:  at  iaft,  coming  out  of 

it — "  Celia,"  iaid  he,  looking  ear- 

neftly  on  my  face,  "  it  is  my  defire  to 

'  do  every  thing  to  oblige  you  ;   and, 

'  fince  that  will  do  it,  fliall  come  here 

'  no  more."     With    thefe    words  he 

turned  from  me,  and  it  was  with  much 

ado  I  prevailed  on  him  to  take  up  his 

money;  but  I  protefted  a  fingle  piece 

/hould  not  remain  behind.' 

Her  ladyfliip  was  going  on,  but  Mrs, 

Commode,  who  vi'as  all  complaifance, 

came  in  with  tea,  whicli  occafioned  a 

iinall  inteiruption  ;  after  which  flie  re. 

fumed  her  dii'courfe,  as  will  be  feen  in 

the  next  chapter. 


CHAP.     XXV. 

contains  the  sequkl  of  lady 
hardy's  story,  with  other 
matters  of  some  conse- 
QUENCE. 

<  /I  FT ER  my  old  baronet  had  left 
x\.  '  me,'  faid  (he,  •  and  I  had  lei- 
fure  to  refle6l  on  what  had  paffed, 
though  I  was  far  from  repenting  of 
having  refufed  the  offer  he  had  made 
of  living  with  him;  yet,  to  confefs 
the  truth,  I  thought  there  was  no  ne- 
cefliiy  for  giving  myfelf  the  grand 
airs  I  had  done,  and  that  I  might  have 
taken  the  gold  he  would  have  forced 
upon  me,  without  any  breach  either 
of  my  modefty  or  virtue:  but  this  it 
was  which,  as  he  has  fince  told  me, 
gave  him  fo  high  an  opinion  of  my 
fpirit  and  delicacy,  as  made  him  think 
me  worthy  of  the  dignity  he  was  de- 
termined to  raife  me  to. 
'  The  third  day  after  that  in  v.'hich 
he  had  been  with  me,  a  man  and  horfe 
arrived  from  my  father,  with  orders 
to  bring  me  home  direiSlly.  I  cannot 
tell  whether  myfelf  or  uncle  wei  e  mod 
furprized  at  this  meffage,  but  am  cer- 
tain that  both  of  us  were  very  much 
fo.  "  Sure,"  faid  he,  "brother  does 
*  not  intend  to  take  her  from  mewith- 
'  out  letting  me  know,  that  I  might 

f '  provide  for  injfelf.'' 


*'  lean  fay  nothing  to  that,"  replied 

the  fellow;  "  but  I  believe  fhe  will 

'  not  come  back  in  hafte;  for  he  bid  me 

*  tell  her  (he  muft  bring  all  the  things 
'  away  that  fhe  has  here."  This  con- 
vincing him  that  my  father  had  in- 
deed taken  it  into  his  head  to  keep  me 
at  home,  he  complained  bitterly  of 
his  unkindnefs,  and  afked  the  man  a 
thoufandqueftions  concerningmy  be- 
ing fent  for  fofuddenly  away,  in  none 
of  which  the  other  was  able  to  give 
him  any  fatisfa6lion. 

*  I  was  all  this  while  in  tears,  which 
my  uncle,  poor  man,  imputed  to  my 
good- nature  and  forrow  for  leaving 
him  thus  deftitute;  but,  alas!  they 
proceeded  from  a  caufe  very  different 
from  what  he  imagined,  that  of  being 
obliged  to  remove  fo  much  farther 
from  the  only  place  where  I  could 
ever  hope  to  fee  my  dear  Jeffamy  again. 

*  But  there  was  no  remedy;  the  or- 
ders I  had  received  muft  be  fubmit- 
ted  to:  I  therefore  went  up  to  my 
room;  packed  up  my  little  wardrobe, 
which  I  gave  to  the  man  to  put  be- 
fore him;  took  leave  of  my  uncle j 
got  upon  the  pillion;  and,  with  an 
aking  heart,  trotted  tov.fards  home  as 
fall  as  the  horfe,  thus  loaded,  could 
carry  us. 

*  On  my  arrival,  I  found  my  father 
waiting  at  the  door  to  receive  me:  he 
lifted  r.  e  off  the  horfe  himfelf ;  kiffed 
me;  faid  I  was  a  good  girl  for  mak- 
ing fuch  halte  to  come  when  he  fent 
for  me:  in  fine,  I  never rwiember  to 
have  feen  him  in  fuch  a  humour  in 
my  whole  life.  My  mother  was  the 
fame:  fhe  catched  me  in  her  arms  as 
foon  as  (he  faw  me,  and  cried — "  My 

'  dear  Celia,  thou  wert  born  to  be  a 

*  blefTing  to  us  all!"  I  was  (trangely 
furprized  at  all  this  complaifance  and 
joy;  but  as  my  parents  made  many 
circumlccvtions  in  their  difcourfe  be- 
fore they  informed  me  of  the  motive, 
I  will  tell  it  you  in  a  more  brief  man- 
ner. 

*  Sir  Thomas  Hardy,  it  feems,  had 
been  withmy  father;  told  him  he  had 
feen  me  at  my  uncle's;  that  he  liked 
me;  and,  if  he  would  give  his  con- 
fent,  would  m^rry  me,  as  loon  as 
things  could  be  got  ready  for  that 
purpofe.  You  may  be  lure  my  fa- 
ther did  not  make  many  words  to  this 
bargain:  and  it  was  agreed  between 
them,  that  I  fhould  be  immediately 

S  z  *  fent 
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fent  for  home,  in  order  to  be  cloath 


ed  according  to  the  Ration  I  was  go- 
ing to  enjoy. 

*  The  slionifliment  I  wasin  at  hear- 
ing all  this  is  impolfibleto  beexprels- 
ed;  I  fhall  therefore  only  fay,  that  it 
was  fuch  as  almoft  turned  my  brain, 
and  for  a  good  while  allowed  me  not 
the  power  of  knowing  whether  I  was 
moft  pleafed  or  troubled  at  an  event  fo 
prodigious. 

*  Early  the  next  morning  a  fervant 
belonging  to  my  lover  brought  me  a 
portmanteau, in  which  I  found  feveral 
rolls  of  various  coloured  lilks;  a  great 
deal  of  lace  and  Drefden  work,  with 
fome  pieces  of  Holland  of  an  extra- 
oidinary  finenefs:  in  the  pormanteau 
was  alfo  a  fmall  ivory  calket,  con- 
taining a  gold  repeating  watch  and 
equipage  ;  a  fet  of  diamond  buckles 
for  my  ftays;  a  large  pearl  necklace 
with  a  folitaire,  and  i'everal  other  tiin- 
kets  of  a  confiderable  value. 

*  You  may  believe,'  continued  (he, 
that  my  eyes  were  dazzled  with  the 
fight  of  fuch  things  as  I  had  never 
feen  in  my  whole  life  before;  but  I 
had  I'catce  time  to  examine  them  tho- 
roughly before  SirThomascame  him- 
felf  to  vifit  me  :  he  told  me  he  was 
glad  to  fee  me  at  home,  and  afked  me 
how  I  liked  the  prefents  he  had  made. 
I  was  very  much  confounded;  but  had 
courage  enougli  to  reply,  that  I  liked 
them  very  well,  efpecially  asthey  were 
accorrpanied  with  honourable  inten- 
tions. This  anfwer  pleafed  him  fo 
much,  that  he  could  not  forbear  tak- 
ing me  in  his  arms,  though  my  fa- 
ther and  mother  were  in  the  room, 
faying  at  the  fame  time — "  My  dear 

girl,  I  have  nothing  for  thee  but  the 
molt   honourable    intentions  5    and 
what  I  have  given  thee  now  are  meie 
trifles  in  comparifon  of  what  I  will 
hereafter  make  thee  miftrefs  of." 
'  He  lisid  with  us  near  two  hours; 
and, before  he  went  away, gave  my  mo- 
ther fifty  guineas,  to  pay  for  making 
my   cloaths,  ai.d  to  provide  for  me 
fuch  ether  things  as  ftie  (hould  f  nd 
nectlfaiy,  earneftly  recommending  to 
her  to  get  all  ready  for  our  marriage 
with  as  much  fpeed  as  poflible. 

*  He  ought  have  fpared  himfelf  the 
trouble  of  this  injunflion;  for  never 
were  two  people  more  eagerly  anxious 
for  any  thing  than  my  poor  father 
aud  mother  to  fee  nie  difpofed  of  in  a 


manner  fo  infinitely  beyond  all  they 
could  have  hoped.  The  pet  Tons  em- 
ployed in  equipping  me  were  fo  much 
preficd,  and  lb  well  paid,  tiiat  in  a 
very  few  days  nothing  was  wanting 
for  my  nuptials,  which  were  cekbrat- 
ed  by  the  parfon  of  the  paiifli  at  my 
father's  houfe;  after  which  I  was  car- 
ried to  that  which  is  now  my  home, 
and  as  pleafint  a  fi-at  as  any  in  ihs 
whole  county. 

'  During  thefirft  week  of  our  mar- 
riage, my  head  was  fo  taken  up  with 
the  coach  and  fix  ;  number  of  my 
fervants;  the  magnificence  of  eve- 
ry thingabout  me;  the  title  of  myLa- 
dyfiiip;  and  tiie  compliirients  made  on 
that  occalion;  that  I  thought  of  no- 
thing but  my  new  grandeur:  but  all 
thelc;  things  became  lefs  dazzling  to 
me  as  they  grew  more  cuftomary;  and 
all  my  relifli  for  them  vanifhed  with 
their  novelty. 

*  The  idea  of  my  dear  Jeflamy  now 
returned  to  my  remembrance;  I  figh- 
ed;  I  languilhed;  and  thought  I  could 
have  exchanged  all  my  prefent  opu- 
lence for  one  foft  hour  of  love  with 
that  firft  and  only  charmerof  my  foul. 

*  My  hufband's  fondnefs  for  me  en- 
creafed  every  day;  but,  alas!  the  en- 
dearments of  a  man  of  his  years  are 
rather  difguftful  than  agreeable;  and 
I  have  often  wifhcd,  that  as  it  is  im- 
pofiible  I  fiiould  ever  h.ave  any  love 
for  him,  that  he  had  lefs  for  me,  in 
fpiteof  the  advantages  I  receive  by  it. 
'  In  this  inanner,  my  dear  Jeffamy,' 

added  Hie,   '  I  ijafi'ed  two  whole  years, 

*  quite  hopeiefs  of  ever  tailing  inore 

*  fublfantial  joys,  till  bufinefs  calling 

*  Sir  Thomas  to  London,  chance  has 
'  bleft  me  with  the  fight  of  him  who 

*  never  has  been  abfent  from  my  mind.* 
Jemmy,    perceiving  flie   had   done, 

thanked  Iter  for  the  gratification  of  his 
curiofity,  and  the  (hare  he  had  in  her  re- 
membrance; and  then  reminded  hei', 
that  at  the  laft  meeting  in  the  wood  flie 
had  made  a  promife  to  him,  which  he 
had  now  a  right  to  claim  the  perform- 
ance of. 

'  if  I  had  not  intended  to  pay  my 

*  debt,'  replied  flie  with  a  fmile,  '  I 
'  (hould  certainly  have  avoided  the  pre- 
'  fence  of  my  creditor.' — 'When, then,' 
cried  he,  '  where  (hall  we  meet  ?  for 
'  I   fuppofe  this  Is  no  proper  place  for 

*  the  continuance  of  our  interviews.* 

*  You  are  miftakeji,'  faid  (he;  '  Mrs. 

*  Comode 
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Comode  and  I  know  each  other  per- 
feiSlIy  weil;  Sir  Thomas  carried  me 
to  Tunbridge  laft  year;  (he  -kept  a 
fliop  there  at  that  time;  I  bought  all 
mv  thincTs  of  her,  and  we  foon  grew 
very  intimate;  on  my  coming  to  town 
I  renewed  my  acquaintance  witli  her; 
and  am  very  fure  of  her  readinefs  to 
oblige  me  in  every  thing  I  defire. 

*  It  falls  out  a  little  unlucky,  in- 
deed,' purfued  (he,  '  that  we  cotiid 
not  go  up  ftairs  to-day;  but  it  feems 
fome  other  company  had  appointed  to 
drink  tea  there  before  Mis.  Comode 
knew  any  thing  of  our  coming.' 

He  then  begged  (he  would  prefix  a 
time  for  their  happy  meeting:  on  which 
flie  told  him,  that  (he  was  to  go  the 
next  morning  to  fee  Windier  Caftie, 
and  that  Sir  Thomas  propofed  (laying 
there  two  or  three  days;  but  that  as  fbon 
as  they  returned,  he  might  be  fuie  ihe 
would  fly  to  her  dear  Jeflamy,  with  a 
tranfport  at  leaft  equal  to  his  own. 

*  But  how  fliall  I  be  apprifed,'  cried 
he;    *  how   know  when  to  expefl  the 

blifsful  moment?' — '  I  have  a  con- 
trivance for  that,'  anfwered  (he ;  '  I 
will  fend  a  little  note  toMrs. Comode, 
which  you  may  either  call  for  here, 
or  (lie  (hall  leave  for  you  on  your  giv- 
ing her  your  directions.' 
'  I  will  not  give  her  that  trouble,' 
faid  he,  '  nor  fail  to  wait  on  her  every 

*  morning  till  the  dear  mandate  (hall 

*  arrive,' — '  Then  I  will  take  care,'  re- 
joined (he,  '  to  fend  the  evening  before, 

*  in  order  to  prevent  you  from  being 

*  previoudy  engaged  elfewhere.' 
Jemmy  was  beginning  to  exprefs  him - 

felf  in  a  very  tender  manner  on  this  oc- 
cafion,  vi-hen  the  door  immediateiy  flew 
open,  and  a  lady  rufhed  into  the  room; 
perceiving  company  there,  (lie  (laid  not 
a  quarter  of  a  minute,  yet  long  enough 
to  put  them  both  into  a  good  deal  of 
confufion,  efpecially  Jemmy,  who  by 
his  momentary  glance,  difcoveied  (he 
was  one  whom  he  had  often  feen  witli 
Jenny. 

This  was,  indeed,  that  fame  officious 
friend,  who  had  told  Jenny  the  mannei- 
in  which  flie  had  furprized  him;  but 
had  he  known  with  what  moderation 
that  lady  received  the  intelligence,  it 
would  have  added,  if  po{Til")le,  to  the 
love  and  admiration  he  had  for  her. 

But  whatever  vexation  this  accident 
might  give  him  on  his  own  account^  he 
took  care  to  conceal  it  under  the  ap. 


pearance  of  his  great  concern  for  the 
reputation  of  his  dear  Lady  Hardy, 
who,  after  the  firft  hurry  of  her  fpirits 
was  over,  feemed  perfeflly  eafy,and  en- 
deavoured to  make  him  Co,  faying,  that 
as  (he  had  been  but  three  weeks  ia 
town,  and  knew  very  few  people  in  It, 
(he  did  not  apprehend  any  danger  from 
this  intrufion. 

He  gave  but  little  attention  to  what 
fhe  (aid  on  thij  fiibjefl;  fecond  thoughts 
made  him  repent  his  proniife  of  calling 
every  day  at  Mrs.  Ccmode's,  as  tliere 
was  moretiian  a  polTibilitv  of  beinor  met 
there  agam  by  the  lady  who  had  ju(t 
left  them,  or  of  being  feen  by  fome 
other  of  Jenny's  acquaintance. 

As  foon  as  Mrs.  Comode  had  got  rid 
of  her  curtomer,  (he  came  in  and  made 
an  apology  for  what  had  happened,  by 
relating  the  accident  of  tiie  garter,  as 
the  lady  had  told  it  her,  afiuring  them 
withal,  that  the  next  time  they  did  her 
the  honour  of  a  vifit,  (he  would  take 
care  they  (liould  not  be  interrupted. 

Lady  Hardy  then  told  her,  they  had 
been  fettling  a  correfpondence  together, 
and  was  going  to  fay  in  what  manner  it 
was  to  be  conduiSled;  but  Jemmy  pre- 
vented   her,    by    crying    out — '  HulJ, 

*  Madam,    bufinefs  or  company  may 

*  detain  me  from  receiving  your  lady- 

*  (liip's  commands  fo  foon  as  they  ar- 

*  rive.  I  fnould  be  glad,  therefore,  that 

*  Mrs.  Comode  would  be  at  the  pains 
'  to  fend  them  direClly  to  me.' 

The  obliging  (hop-keeper  replied, 
that  (he  (liould  always  take  a  pleafnie 
in  ferving  Lady  Hardy,  or  any  of  her 
friends;  on  which  he  told  her  his  name, 
and  that  of  the  (^rect  wherein  he  lived. 

After  this  nothing  material  pafTedj 
and  Lady  Hardy  not  judging  it  proper 
to  ftay  abroad  too  long,  the  lovers  fepa- 
rated  with  a  mutual  expeflation  of  fee- 
ing each  other  again  at  the  fame  place 
in  a  few  days. 


CHAP.   xxvr. 

WILL,  IN  SOME  MEASURE,  CONTRt- 
BUTE  TO  RECONCILE  JEMMY  TO 
THOSE  WHO  MAY  HAVE  BEEN  OF- 
FENDED WITH   HIM. 

HOW  much  foever  Jemmy  might 
be  envied  by  the  young  amorous 
fparks  of  the  town  for  the  adventure  he 
was  now  engaged  in,  yet  certain  it  is 

he 
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he  felt  lefs  fatisfailion  in  it  than  might 
have  been  expelled,  either  from  his  own 
years  and  waimth  of  conliitutioii,  or 
from  the  beauty  and  love  of  his  mif- 
trefs. 

Cella  of  the  WoocJs,  it  is  true,  had 
at  iirft  fight  infpired  him  with  very 
ftrontj  defires;  but  then  it  was  a  tran- 
fient  flame,  a  fudden  flafh  of  inclina- 
tion, which  ccafed  on  being  abfent  from 
the  objtft;  the  idea  of  her  charms  had 
been  long  fince  forgot;  and  if  it  return- 
ed, on  finding  her  again  in  the  perfon 
of  Lady  Hardy,  it  was  but  a  faint  re- 
femblance  of  what  he  felt  before,  and 
could  becalled  little  more  than  the  gholt 
of  his  firtl  pailion. 

The  reaf'on  cf  this  is  pretty  evident ; 
there  is  a  charm  in  innocence  more  at- 
traftingto  a  nice  and  delicate  heartthan 
any  other  perfeflion  whatfoever;  the 
harmlels  fimplicity  of  the  rural  maid 
Vv-as  not  only  now  all  loit  in  the  fine  la- 
dy, but  exchanged  for  a  certain  bold- 
refs  of  looks  and  behaviour,  and  a  fpi- 
rit  for  intrigue,  no  way  en^ging  to 
the  penetrating  Jemmy. 

Bcfides,  it  mult  be  remembered,  that 
when  he  firft  faw  Celia  he  was  two  years 
younger,  and  confequently  had  lefs  fo- 
Jidity,  and,  perhaps,  a  lefs  fenfibility  of 
the  merits  of  Jenny  than  he  has  hnce 
acquired,  by  being  a  more  conftant  wit- 
nefs  of  them:  to  this  may  alfo  be  add- 
ed, that  an  amour  with  Lady  Kardy  was 
not  a  thing  of  his  own  feeking,  but  ra- 
ther in  a  manner  forced  upon  him;  a 
circumltancewhich,  in  moft  men, would 
have  deftroyed  a  great  part  of  the  relifli 
for  it. 

From  all  that  has  been  faid,  it  may 
very  julHy  be  concluded,  that  Jemmy 
confidered  the  affair  he  was  entering  in- 
to only  as  a  mere  matter  of  amufement 
for  his  fenfes,  without  allowing  it  any 
iliare  in  the  afteclions  of  iiis  mind;  and 
it  is  a  point  which  might  bear  fome  dif- 
pute,  whether,  had  the  bufinefs  which 
lb  long  detained  him  in  London  been 
compleated,  he  would  have  ftaid  one 
day  longer  in  refpeft  to  Lady  Hardy, 
or  have  rather  chofe  to  have  gone  di- 
rectly down  to  Bath. 

An  accident  altogether  unexpefled, 
however,  prevented  him  from  hting 
put  to  the  trial,  and  left  him  not  at  li- 
berty to  do  either  the  one  or  the  other, 
by  fnatching  him  away  at  once  from 
the  purfuit  both  of  his  honourable  and 
diflionouiabk  flams. 


The  bufinefs  he  had  fo  much  com- 
plained of  was  adjufted  while  Lady 
H-.udy  was  at  Windfor,  and  he  now  hail 
it  in  his  power  either  to  wait  her  return 
to  London  or  to  go  down  to  Bath:  ht? 
was,  perhaps,  de!>ating  within  himfelf 
which  of  theletwo  he  ihould  do,  when 
he  received  a  billet  from  Mrs.  Comode, 
vv'ith  a  fmall  piece  of  paper  inclofed  in 
it;  tliat  from  Mrs.  Comode  contained 
thefe  lines. 


*    TO  JAMES   JESSAMY,    £S<T^ 

*    H  O  N'  O  'J  R  E  D    S  I  R  , 

'  T  Jult  now  liave  received  the  inclofed 
•*■   *  from  the  lady  you   know  of:  it 

was  brought  by  her  footman,  unfeal- 
ed  as  you  fee,  and  addreffed  to  me  to 
prevent  fufpicion:  herladyftiip  has  a 
world  of  wit;  but  you  vjxW  eafily 
comprehend  the  meaning,  and  not 
fail  to  favour  with  your  company,  at 
the  appointed  iiour,  thofe  who  fo 
much  nefireit.  I  ajn,  with  the  pro- 
'  founded  refpeft,  honoured  Sir,  your 
*  molt  devoted,  and  moft  faithful  fer- 
«  vant, 

«  B.  Comode. 


'  P.  S.  You  may  depend.  Sir,  that 
'  every  thing  (hall  be  ordered  fo 
*  as  you  may  be  here  in  all  the 
'  privacy  you  can  wifli.' 

In  the  other  piece  of  paper  he  found 

thefe  words. 


*   TO  MRS.  COMODE. 

*    DEAR    MRS.  COMODE, 

T  Came  laft  night  from  V/indfor,  and 
■*-  •  am  in  prodigious  want  of  a  new 
robe  de  chambre,  tor  I  am  qinte 
weary  and  fick  of  thofe  I  have  by  me; 
therefore  pray  get  me  fome  patterns 
of  filks,  fuch  as  you  think  1  (hall 
like.  I  will  be  with  you  to-morrow 
at  five  o'clock  precifely,  to  make  my 
choice.  I  am,  dear  Comode, 
yours, 

«  Hardy.' 


*  P.  S.  Be  fure  you  do  not  fail  to 

*  get   the   filks   ready    againft   I 

*  come.' 

Whatever  uncertainty  his  mind  was 
in  before,  this  turned  the  balance,  and 
he  fent  his  complim«nts  by  the  bearer 
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to  Tvlrs.  Comode,  with  an  aflurance 
that.he  would  wait  on  her  as  (he  defired: 
but  he  had  fcarce  difpatched  tliis  mef- 
fage,  when  a  footman  belonging  to  one 
Ml'.  Ell  wood  came  to  let  him  know  his 
mafter  entreated  his  company  imme- 
diately at  his  houfe,  on  bufmefs  oi  the 
iitmoft  importance. 

This  Mr.  Ellwood  was  one  of  ihofe 
genilemen  who  had  been  appointed  by 
Jemmy's  father  for  the  truftees  and 
guardians  of  his  minority.  He  was  a 
man  of  great  fortune,  great  abilities, 
and  yet  greater  integrity :  our  yo'jng 
)iero  had  a  thoufand  obligati'jns  to  him, 
particularly  in  relation  to  that  perplex- 
ing affair  he  had  lately  been  involved 
in,  and  which  he  could  not  fo  eafily 
have  accomplifhed  without  his  kind  af- 
fi  (lance. 

The  fcideft  fon  of  this  worthy  per- 
fon  had  been  a  fellow  collegian  with 
jcmmv:  they  had  lived  together  in  the 
inoft  perffcft  harmony  while  at  the  uni- 
ven'uy;  nor  had  the  friendfhip  between 
them  slackened  fince  their  quitting  it. 
They  had  not  now  feen  each  other  for 
a  confidetable  time,  tlie  old  gentleman, 
who  lived  for  the  mod  part  at  his  feat 
in  Bedfordfhire,  having  fent  for  his 
ion,  in  order  to  make  his  addreflTfs  to  a 
young  lady  of  that  county,  an  heirefs 
to  a  large  cftate. 

The  attachment  Jemmy  had  to  this 
family  made  him  prelentiy  comply  with 
t'.i''  fummonsthat  had  been  fenthim.  Mr, 
Ellwood  hearing  he  was  come,  met  him 
at  the  top  of  the  ftairs,  and  v.ith  a 
countenance  which exprefied  the  inward 
ia!isf3<5^ion  of  his  r.iind— '  Dear  Mr. 
Jeffamy,'  cried  he,  '  I  have  news  to 
tell  you,  which  I  am  certain  you 
will  participate  in  the  joy  of;  my 
boy  has  gained  his  point,  the  iacly 
has  confented,  and  we  muft  go  and 
fee  them  tacked  together.' 
Jemmy  had  heard  much  talk  of  this 
conrtlliip,  and  that  it  went  on  veiyfuc- 
celsfuliy,  but  did  not  think  it  had  been 
lb  near  a  concluficn:  hcexpreffedihow' 
ever,  the  intereft  he  took  in  lb  felici- 
tous an  event  in  terms  the  moil  obligirg 
and  fin  cere. 

'  I  doubt  not,'  faid  Mr.  Ellwood, 

*  but  the  goodnefs  of  your  heart  makes 
'  you  pltafed  v/ith  every  thing  that 
'  gives  pleafure  to  your  friends:  but 

*  this  is   not  ail  we  require  of  youj 

*  Harry  muft  needs  have  you  as  a  wit- 

*  r.sfs  of  his  jiiarriage;  he  preffes  me 


'  to  engage  you  to  accompatiy  me  to 
'  Ilam-Kall;  and  here  is   a  letter  for 

*  you,  which  he  fent  inclofed  in  mine; 
'  I  have  not  been  fo  curious  or  fo  ill- 
'  mannered  as  to  open  it;  but  I  fuppofe 
'  it  is  on  the  account  I  mention:  pray, 

*  fee  whether  I  am  miftaken.' 
Jemmy  having  taken  the  letterout  of 

his  hand,  inftantly  broke  the  feal,  and 
read  aloud  as  follows— 


*  TO  JAMES  JESSAMY,  ES(^ 

'    DEAR    FRIEND, 

'   T  Have  now  done  with  hopes,  fear?, 
-^   '  and  fufpence;  the  angel  I  fo  long 

*  folicited  has   at  laft  confented  to   be 

*  mine,  and  I  am  fhortly  to  enjoy   a 

*  happinefs  which  can  have  no  alloy 
'  but  the  want  of  your  prefence. 

*  I  would  fain  flatter  myfelf,  that 
'  the  earneft  defire  I  have  to  fee  you  on 
'  this  bleft  occanon  will  be  fufficient  to 
'  bring  you  to  Ham-Hall;  but  left  I 
'  (hould  be  too  vain  in  this  point,  have 
'  entreated  my  father,  whole  influence 

*  is  queftionlefs  more  powerful,  to  omit 
'  nothing  which  may  engage  you  to 

*  accompany  hiir;  and  in  expecilation 
'.remain,  with  the  greateft  iincerity, 

*  dear  Jeflamy,  your  moft  affedilionate 
<  friend,  and  very  humble  fervant, 

*  H.  Ellwood.' 


This  invitation  very  mtich  difcon- 
certed  Jemmy:  the  regard  he  had  for 
thofe  that  made  it,  rendered  him  very 
unwilling  to  deny,  and  the  double  obli- 
gation he  had  laid  himCelf  under,  firft 
of  meeting  Lady  Hardy  at  Mrs.  Co- 
mode's,  and  fecondly  of  going  down  to 
Bath,  made  him  not  well  know  how  to 
comply. 

Mr.^EllwoodjOn  perceivinghepaufed 
and  feemed  in  fome  dilemma,  told  hitn 
lie  would  have  no  denial,  and  remon- 
ftiated  to  him  that  he  could  have  no 
engagemetits  in  town  with  any  perfons 
wiio  were  more  truly  his  friends  than 
thofe  that  now  dcfired  his  company  in 
Bedfordfhire. 

Jem.my  was  a  little  afhamed  at  the 
rehitSiancehe  hadfliewn  to  this  journey, 
and  could  find  no  better  excufe  for  it 
than  that  which  was  indeed  the  chief 
motive,  his  having  promifed  Jenny  to 
foliov/  her  to  Brah,  and  the  expe^ation 
he  knew  (he  was  in  every  day  of  feeing 
bim  arrive. 

*  If 
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*  If  that  be  all,'  cried  the  old  gen- 
tleman, '  the  difiiculty  is  eafily  remov- 

*  edj   voii  have  only  to  write  to  her,  and 

*  relate   the   occafion   that  keeps  you 

*  from  her  fomewhat  longer  than  you 

*  intended;  and   I    will  anfwer  for  her 

*  file  has  good-naturecnough  topardv;n 

*  you.' 

Jemmy  being  ftill  defirous  of  finding 
fcne  excufe  to  avoid  this  invitation, 
repeated  thedifcourfe  he  had  with  Mr. 
Morgan,  and  the  report  which  was 
fpread  about  town  in  relation  to  his 
fuppofed  infidelity  to  Jenny,  urging  the 
neceffity  of  his  being  with  hei  before 
Hie  fhoiiid  hear  any  thing  of  it. 

Mr.  Eiiwood  laughed  at  the  appre- 
henfiuns  lie  difcovered  on  this  account; 
replied,  that  it  was  not  likely  that  fuch 
an  idle  ftory  fhould  be  told  her,  efpe- 
cially  while  Cm  remained  at  fo  gr^at  a 
diftance  from  the  place  where  it  was 
invented:  '  But  in  cafe,'  continued 
he,  'any  malicious  perfon  (hould  con- 

*  vey  the  fcandal  to  her,  as  the  thing  is 

*  utterly  without  foundation,  it  may 

*  be  eafily  difproved   when  you  come 

*  together,   and  fte  would  allow  it  a 

*  weaknefs  in  herfelf  to  have  given  cre- 

*  dit  to  it.' 

This,  with  feme  ether  arguments, 
affifted  by  Jemmy's  own  unwillingnei's 
to  difoblige  him,  foon  decided  the  mat- 
ter; and  as  Mr.  Ellwood  faid  he  pur- 
poled  to  fet  out  early  the  next  morning, 
Jenny's  lover  took  his  leave  to  make 
what  preparations  were  necefTary  for 
Ills  departure,  as  well  as  to  give  an  ac- 
count to  both  his  miftreflTes  of  what  had 
happened. 


CHAP.     XXVII. 


added,  that  he  (hould  return  In  a  very 
fhort  time,  and  then  enjoy  the  happi- 
nefs  he  langnifhed  for.  This  he  in- 
clofed  in  another  to  Mrs.  Comode,  with 
an  entreaty  that  (he  would  convey  it  as 
dire£lsd  with  all  expedition  and  fecrefy. 
That  neceffary  friend  difcharged  the 
truft  repofed  in  her  with  fo  much  dili- 
gence, that  on  his  coming  home  pretty 
early  from  Vauxhall,  where  he  had 
been  that  evening  with  fome  company, 
he  found  a  letter  from  Ivlrs.  Comode, 
with  another  inclofed  in  it  from  Lady 
Hardy,  in  anfwer  to  his  billet;  the 
contents  of  both  were  as  follow. 


*  TO  J.'iMES  JESSAMY,  ES<^. 

*   HONOUR  ED    SIB, 

'  T  Know  not  what  you  will  find  in 
-*-  '  the  inclofed,  though  it  was  wrote 
'  at  my  houfe,  and  I  faw  it  wetted 
'  with  tears,  falling  from  a  pair  of  the 
'  moil  beautiful  eyes  in  the  world.  I 
'  doubt  not,  however,    but  you    will 

*  foon  dry  them  up:  it  would,  indeed, 
<  bea  great  pity,  that  two  fuch  chsrm- 
'  ing  perfons  (hould  have  any  caufe  of 

*  complaint  againft  each  other.     You 

*  will  pardon  this  freedom,  as  itfprings 
'  from  my  zeal  for  your  future  happi- 

*  nsfs,  to  which  you  may  allure  your- 
'  ftif  I  fliall  always  be  proud  to  con- 
'  tribute;  being  with  the  molt  profound 
'  refpe61,  honoured  Sir,  your  very  faith- 

*  ful,  and  obfequious  fervant, 

*  B.  Comode.' 


Ey  this  prelude  he  eafily  guefied 
what  was  the  purport  of  the  ether,  io 
was  not  furprized  at  the  reproaches  it 
contained. 


CONTAINS,  AMONG  OTHER  PARTI- 
CULARS, A  MORE  FULL  EXPLA- 
NATION OF  jemmy's  INNOCENCE 
IN  SOME  THINGS  'wHICH  HAD 
VERY  MUCH  THE  APPEARANCE 
OF  BEING  CRIMINAL. 

JEMMY  had  no  fooner  taken  leave 
of  yiv.  Ellwood,  than  he  wrote  to 
Lady  Hardy,  telling  licr,  that  an  un- 
avoidable necc(rity  had  torn  him  from 
hiswifliesj  thrt  he  was  compelled  to 
go  into  the  country  the  next  morning, 
and  conftijuently  muft  be  deprived  of 
the  plealuie  of  meeting  her,  r.s  he  had 
hoped,  accofdirg  to  appointment^  but 


*  TO  JAMES  JESSAMY,  ESq^ 

*    SIR, 

'  T  Have  juft  now  received  yours  by 
-"-   '  the  hands  of  Mrs.  Comode;  and 

*  Sir  Thomas  being  abroad,  I  have  the 

*  opportunity  of  di(burdening  myfelf 
'  of  fome  part  of  that  mingled  afto- 
'  nifhment  and  grief  your  cruel  epiftle 

*  has  involved  me  in.  Oh,  Mr.  Jef- 
'  famy!  how  can  you  treat  with  fuch 
'  indifference  a  woman  who  loves  you 

*  to  didraflion  !  Nothing  but  yourfelf 

*  could  ever  made  me  believe  you  were 

*  capable  of  behaving  towards  me  in 

*  this  luanncr.     Is  this  the  effect  of  all 

'  your 
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yowr  foft  exprefTions  ?  Is  this  the  re- 
compence  of  the  fondnefs  I  have 
fiiewn  to  you  ?  You  find  me  ready  to 
rilk  every  thing  for  yoii,  virtue,  duty, 
reputation;  nay,  the  dangers  of  eter- 
nal ruin  are  too  weak  to  deter  me  from 
flying  into  your  arms:  (hoiild  any 
other  engagement,  then,  any  bcfinefs, 
any  pleafiire,  have  the  power  to 
fnatch  you  from  me?  The  excufes 
you  make  might  have  palfed  well 
enough  with  me  when  I  was  the  ig- 
norant unjudgingCelia  of  the  Woodsy 
but  time,  reading,  and  obfervation, 
has  nov>'  informed  me  better;  ;md  I 
know  what  a  woman  has  a  right  to 
expecl  from  the  man  who  has  a  real 
paffion  for  her;  but  I  fee  you  are  in- 
fenfible,  ungrateful,  yet  ftill  I  love 
you;  and,  in  fpite  of  my  refentment, 
cannot  help  wifliingyou  a  profperous 
journey,  and  a  fafc  return.  You  pro- 
mife  me  that  it  (hall  be  fpeedy;  but 
I  know  not  how  to  give  credit  to 
your  words:  the  fooner  you  come 
back,  however,  the  more  you  will  be 
entitled  to  the  forgivtnefs  ot  your 
too  much  devoted 

'  Celia.' 

*  P.  S.  Sir  Thomas  talks  of  ftaying 

*  in  London  all  next  winter.  This 

*  would  be  joyful  news  to  me  in- 

*  deed,    if  1   could   flatter  myfelf 

*  with  a  belief  you  wifiied  it  fo  ; 

*  but  dare  not  hope  too  much,  af- 
«  ter    the    cruel     difappcintment 

*  yoa  have  given  me.' 

Till  the  receipt  of  this,  Jemmy  thought 
he  had  done  with  Lady  Hardy  till  his 
return  from  Bedford/hire;  but  he  now 
found  himfelf  under  a  necefTiiy  either 
of  writing  to  her  again,  or  of  giving^ 
lier  caufe  to  complain  of  his  want  of 
politenefs  as  well  as  love. 

With  the  pleafures  of  an  amorous 
intrigue  there  will  be  always  fome  mix- 
ture of  fatigue.  Jemmy  loved  to  enjoy 
the  one,  but  was  not  of  a  humour  to 
endure  much  of  the  other,  efpecially  at 
prefent ;  and  the  tender  reproaches  and 
accufation  in  this  letter  fcemed  to  him 
fo  many  impertinences,which  he  would 
gladly  have  been  able  to  dlfpenfe  with 
himfelf  from  anfwering. 

He  was  alfo  obliged  to  write  to  Jenny 
that  fame  night,  in  order  to  give  her  an 
account  of  the  motive  that  carried  him 
to  Ham-Hall;  at  the  very  inftant  he  was 


about  to  gratify  his  inclinations  in  fol- 
lowing her  to  B^th  ;  but  this  was  a 
ta(k  which  he  was  far  fiom  feeling  any 
reluctance  in  the  performance  cf :  io 
widely  different  are  the  effciSts  of  an 
honourable  and  a  difhonourable  paf- 
fion ! 

This  put  me  in  mind  of  a  very  Ju/l, 
as  well  as  beautiful,  hieroglyphick, 
which  I  once  faw  among  the  paintings 
of  Titian.  The  capital  figures  in  the 
piece  were  two  Cupids,  the  one  coming 
down  from  Jupiter  in  a  milk-white 
robe,  his  fparkling  eyes  wide  open,  and 
garlands  in  his  hands,  of  frefli  and  un- 
mixed fweets,  ready  to  crown  the  brows , 
of  every  faithful  votary  :  the  other  in  a 
garment  of  a  dufky  yeDow,  fpattered 
all  over  with  black,  fcemed  afcenuing 
from  the  earth;  condenfed  vapours  en- 
circled his  head,  a  bandage  covered  his 
eyes,  and  in  his  impure  hands  were 
wreaths  of  half-fhed  faded  rofes,  thin- 
ly blended  with  thorns  and  prickly  bri- 
ars. 

The  ancients  were  extremely  fond  of 
exprclTing  their  dellgns  by  emblems; 
and  this  cuflom,  which  is  as  old  as  the 
Syriac  and  Chaldean,  is  ftill  retained, 
throughout  the  greateft  part  of  Europe, 
in  the  devices  on  their  ihields  ;  fo  that, 
by  looking  on  the  efcutcheon  of  any  fa- 
mily, it  is  eafy  to  know  for  what  great 
aflion  it  was  atfirft  diftinguifhed.  Ani 
this,  methinks,  fhould  remind  thole 
who  wear  litem  to  a£\  in  fuch  a  manner 
as  may  render  themfelves  worthy  of  the 
honours  acquired  for  them  by  their  pro- 
genitors ;  otlierwife  they  are  no  more, 
accor<iing  to  the  words  of  a  late  author, 
than — 

*  Dignify'd  dregs  of  Britain's  fallen  race, 

*  Honour  s  diihonour,  and  Fame's  laA  dif- 

*  grace.' 

But  this  is  not  a  work  in  which  re- 
monftrancesareto  be  expected,  nor  per- 
haps would  be  greatly  relifhed  ;  I  ftiall 
therefore  leave  the  world  fuch  as  it  is, 
and,  without  being  much  of  a  prophet, 
one  may  fay,  is  like  to  be,  and  return  to 
the  fubjei-l  of  my  hiftory. 

Jemmy  wrote  a  long  letter  to  his  dear 
Jenny ;  in  which  he  acquainted  her  witu 
all  the  particulars  relating  to  the  joi;r- 
ney  he  was  about  to  take,  in  compli- 
ance with  Mr.  Ellwood's  invitations ; 
and  expreffed  the  utmoft  difcontent  ac 
an  accident  which  hindered  him  from 
T  g'jin^- 
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going  to  Bath  fo  foon  as  he  dellgiied, 
and  hoped  to  have  done. 

Having  finiflied  this,  he  fet  himfelf 
about  anfwering  the  complaint  of  Lady 
Ilardv;  which  he  did  in  terms  that  have 
r'o  occafion  to  be  repeated,  this  letter 
having  been  aheady  inferted  in  the  fifth 
chapter  of  this  volume;  to  which,  if 
the  reader  takes  the  trouble  to  turn 
Lack,  he  will  eafily  perceive  to  be  the 
lame  that,  by  one  of  the  caprices  of 
fortune,  fell  into  the  hands  of  Jenny, 
ard  threw  her  into  the  condition  there 
defcribed. 

Jemmy,  in  this  point,  aited  like  fome 
carelefs  apothecaries,  vrho,  by  fixing 
wrong  labels  on  the  potions  they  pre- 
pare, frequently  dcHroy  one  patient  by 
what  would  have  given  relief  to  ano- 
tiier:  fo  he,  having  fealed  both  the 
letters  before  he  wrote  the  fuperferip- 
tion  of  either,  dire£led  that  he  defigned 
for  Jenny  to  Lady  Hardy;  and,  by 
conieouence,  that  for  Lady  Kardv  to 
Jenny. 

Quits  ignorant  cf  the  mifchief  his  in- 
advertency would  occafion,  he  lent  a 
tervant  with  thefe  difpatches;  the  one 
to  be  left  at  Mrs.  Comode's,  and  the 
other  at  the  poli-houle. 

About  fi.ve  the  next  morning,  the  im- 
patient Mr.  Ellwood  called  on  him  in 
his  travelling  coach.  What  unv.'illjnjr- 
nefs  foever  he  had  teftified  for  this  ex- 
pedition, he  had  taken  care  that  every 
thing  neceffary  for  it  lliould  be  prepared 
againft  the  coming  of  his  friend;  fo  be- 
irg  entirely  ready,  they  fet  out  together 
immediately,  attended  by  the  lervants 
belonging  to  both  of  them. 

Thecoachman  having  orders  to  make 
all  the  fpeed  he  could,  the  horfes  being 
full  of  fpirit,  the  road  good,  and  no 
bad  accident  retarding  the  progrefs  of 
their  journey,  they  arrived  at  Ham- 
Hall  that  fame  evening;  where  it  is 
not  to  be  doubted  but  they  were  re- 
ceived by  the  intended  brrdegroom  with 
ail  deinonftraticns  imaginable  of  joy  ; 
ef  duty  to  the  one,  and  affeftion  to  the 
other. 

The  wedding  was  not  folemnizcd  till 
two  days  after,  on  account  of  i'onie 
writings  which  had  waited  for  the  old 
gentleman  to  fign,  he  having  agreed  to 
fettle  a  pretty  large  eftate  upon  his  Ton 
at  this  marriarre. 

I  w;ill  not  trouble  my  reader  with 
any  defcript  ion  of  thefe  nuptials,  though 
iheyweieceiebratedwith  as  much  mag- 


nificence as  the  rank  of  the  perfons' and 
the  place  they  were  in,  would  admit  of, 
without  incurring  the  cciifure  of  va- 
nity and  oftentation.  Jtmmy  (laid  there 
eight  days,  and  was  tiien  obliged  to  tear 
himfelf  away  from  his  kind  ho(ls,  wiio 
would  not  have  HifFsred  him  to  part  fo 
foon  but  on  the  fcore  of  his  impatience 
tobe  witii  Jenny,  and  the  reafons  he  had 
given  Mr.  Elfwood  for  it. 


CHAP,    xxviir. 

TREATS  OF  SUCH  THINGS  AS  TKE 
AUTHOR  IS  PRETTY  WHLL  CON- 
VINCED, FROM  A  LONG  SERIES 
OF  OBSERVATIONS  ON  THE  HU- 
MAN MIND,  Vv'ILL  AFFORD  MORE 
FLEASURETHAN  OFFENCE, EVEN 
AMONG  SOME  OF  THOSE  WHO 
MOST  AFFECT  A  CONTRARY  SEN- 
SATION. 

HO  W  ftrangely  ignorant  are  we  of 
our  own  hearts !  How  weak  a  de- 
pendaiice  is  there  robe  placed  upon  our 
heft  refolves !  So  true  is  this  maxim  of 
Mr.  Dryden— 

•  Men  are  but  children  of  a  larger  growth; 
'  Our  appe:ite5  as  apt  to  change  as  theirs, 
'  And  full  as  craving  too,  and  full  as  vain.* 

Who  that  has  heard  with  what  re- 
luftance  Jemmy  went  down  to  Bed- 
fordfliire,  the  infenfibiiity  he  expreded 
for  ail  the  gaieties  and  pleafures  of  tiie 
nuptial  fealt,  and  the  impatience  he  h,ul 
to  take  his  leave  of  friends  who  fo  much 
defired  and  valued  his  company;  who, 
I  fay,  that  has  been  informed  of  all 
this,  but  would  have  thought  that,  ac- 
cording to  the  promife  he  had  made  to 
Jenny  in  his  letter  to  her  from  Ham- 
Hall,  he  would  have  done  little  moie  in 
London  than  jult  pafs  through  it  in  his. 
way  to  Bath  r 

Yet  fee  the  fwift  vicifiltude,  and  how 
Aiddenly  the  rolling  tide  cf  inclination 
is  capable  of  overturning  thofe  defigns 
which  even  we  ourfelves  have  believed 
were  founded  on  the  moft  folid  bafis, 
and  impofiible  to  be  ftiaken! 

But  I  will  not  detain  tiie  attention  of 
my  readers  with  any  fuperflucus  re- 
marks of  my  own  ;  the  fa6l  I  am  going 
to  relate  will  be  fufficient  of  itfelf  to 
prove  the  uncertain  ftate  of  human  re- 
ibiulion,  and  may  ferve  10  abate  the 

iniJe 
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pride  of  ihofe  who  depend  too  much  on 
their  own  flrength  of  mind. 

Jemmy,  who,  during  his  ftay  in  the 
country,  had  his  whole  foul  abforbed, 
as  it  were,  in  the  thou^ht^  of  his  dear 
and  deferving  Jenny,  had  no  fooner 
reached  London  than  his  (lability  be- 
gan to  flacken ;  and,  though  he  did  not 
ceafe  to  love  her  with  the  lame  tender- 
nefs  as  ever,  yet  that  burning  impa- 
tience he  had  fo  htely  felt  to  be  with 
her  became  lefs  fierce  on  fomething 
coming  in  his  way  which,  till  he  faw, 
had  almoft  flipped  his  memory. 

He  came  to  town  in  a  poft-chaifej 
but  how  his  inclinations  itood  in  re- 
g-ard  to  Lady  Hardy,  cr  whether  he 
would  have  endeavoured  to  fee  her  be- 
fore he  went  to  Bath,  is  altogether  un- 
certain;  fomething, however, happenedj 
which  turned  the  balance  on  her  iide, 
and  reminded  him  both  of  her  and  the 
promife  he  had  made  in  that  ^ette^, 
which  he  doubted  not  but  flie  had  re- 
c&ived. 

He  alighted  at  a  coffee-houfe,  wliich 
he  was  accuftomed  to  frequent  very 
much.  A  ftcp  of  coaches  happening  to 
be  in  the  ftreet,  he  Jaw  Sir  Thomas  and 
Lady  Hardy  in  one  of  them,  juft  oppo- 
fite  the  doer  he  was  going  to  enter :  (he 
faw  him  too,  and  gave  him  a  very  fig- 
nificant  look  ;  which  was  all  the  fa!u- 
tation  the  place  and  company  (he  was 
in  would  allow  of. 

A  young  amorous  heart,  I  think, 
may,  with  Ibme  analogy,  be  compared 
to  tinder,  as  it  is  ready  to  take  fire  from 
every  fpark  that  falls.  How  cool  foever 
Jemmy  might  have  been  fome  moments 
before,  this  fight  fiifiiced  to  revive  the 
glowing  embers  of  defire,  and  made 
nim  think  it  would  not  become  him  to 
negleft  totally  I'o  kind  and  fair  a  crea- 
ture. 

He  fupped  that  night  with  fome  com- 
pany  he  met  at  the  co(fee-houfe ;  but 
refolved  to  fend  to  her,  by  the  way  of 
Mrs.  Comode,  the  next  morning.  The 
impatience  of  the  lady,  neverthelefs, 
prevented  his  intentions  j  and,  on  his 
poming  hom.e,  he  was  prefented  with  a 
letter,  which,  his  people  faid,  had  been 
left  for  him  by  a  porter  above  an  hour 
before. 

He  opened  it  with  fome  eagernefs,  not 
doubting  from  what  hand  it  csme ;  and 
found,  as  he  had  imagined,  the  cover 
Uova  Mrs.  Comodej  with  ihefe  lines. 


'    TO  JAMES  JESSAMY,   ESQK 
*  HONOURED  SIR, 

*  T  Send  you  what,  I  dare  fay,  will  he 
■*■  '  a  welcome  prefent:  your  anfwer 

'  to  it,  with  the  utmoft  expedition,  i« 

*  reqiiefted  to  ht  left  at  my  houfe,  a? 

*  ufual.   I  beg  you,  Sir,  to  believe  that 

*  I  (hall  alv.'ays  be  ready  to  oblige  you 
'  and  the  beautiful  party  to  the  utmofl 

<  of  my  poor  power;    being,  with  ilie 

<  greateft  refpeft.  Sir,  your  moii  obe^ 

*  client,  and  moft  humble  fervant,  tp 

*  command, 

*  B.  Comode.' 

The  contents  of  the  inclofed  were  as 

follow. 

♦    TO   JAMES  JESSAMY,   ES<^ 
'  SIR, 

*  T  See  you  are  in  town,  but  am  far 
•*■  *  from  alluring  myfelf  you  havi? 
any  thoughts  of  me  :  the  violence  of 
your  palTion  for  ycur  charming  Jen- 
ny, and  the  hurry  you  are  in  to  fol- 
low her  to  Bath,  may  probably  have 
made  you  forget  that  there  is  Aich  a 
perfon  in  the  world  as  myfelf.  I  fend 
this,  therefore,  to  defire  one  more  in- 
terview, even  though  it  fhouid  he  to 
take  an  everlafting  leave.  My  happy 
rival  would  not  certainly  regret  your 
sivingf  that  fatisfaiSlion  to- a  vvorri:?'n 
who  loves  you  more  than,  perhaps, 
(he  is  capibie  of  doing.  Honour  and 
gratitude  demand  this  from  you  ;  to 
them  I  appeal,  and  fliall  commit  my 
caufe. 
'  Since  you  went  out  of  town,  I  have 

another  rnisfoitime  added  to  that  of 
having  difcovered  your  engagement 
with  Jenny:  Mrs.  Comod^  has  let 
her  lodgings  to  a  perfon  intimately 
acquainted  with  my  hufband  ;  (b  it  is 
utterly  impraflicable  for  me  to  fee 
you  there  ;  and  I  am  reduced,  by  this 
piece  of  ill-luck,  to  defire  you  will 
find  out  fome  more  proper  place  for 
our  meeting.  Whether  it  be  at  your 
own  houfe,  or  at  that  of  any  friend 
in  whom  you  can  confide,  is  a  matter 
of  indifference  tome;  only  remem- 
ber, that  I  will  not  venture  to  a  ta- 
vern, bagnio,  or  any  fuch  publick 
place. 

'  As  I  am  convinced  your  heart,  if 

not  wholly  loft,   is  at  leaft  divided,  I 

Ihould  have  little  joy  in  the  confinu- 

T  2,  '  ance 
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ance  cf  an  intercourfe  fb  dangerous 
to  mylelf,  and  fo  negligently  puiTyed 
by  you:  yon  need  net,  therefore,  be 
under  any  apprehenfions  t)f  my  perfe- 
cuting  you  with  a  paiTion  you  ("cetned 
to  have  ceafed  deliring  any  farthef 
proofs  of.  Happy  fliould  I  be,  in- 
*  deei\  to  find  mylelf  miil-aken  in  what 
I  hrn  e  fo  much  caufe  to  fear.  See 
me  once  more,  however;  and  fix  the 
yet  uncertain  fate  of  her  who  is,  witii 
too  much  fincerity,  the  unkind  Jef- 
farny's  ftill  afFeftionate  and  devoted 

'  Celia. 


bufmefs  to  interfere  with  tlie  honour- 
able addreffes  he  made  elfewhere  ;  and, 
had  fhe  ever  qutftioned  him  upon  that 
fub')e6t,  would  not  have  evaded  or  de- 
nied the  truth. 

But  it  vexed  him  a  good  deal  to  find 
that  the  providing  a  place  for  theit 
meeting  was  required  of  him.  What- 
ever amorous  intrigues  he  had  hitherto 
been  engaged  in,  had  been  accompanied 
with  no  difficulties  ;  they  had  fallen  ia 
his  way  without  any  pains  of  his  own; 
he  had  never  been  put  to  the  trouble  of 
forming  any  contrivances  for  the  carry- 
ing them  on;  and  the  injunftion  now 
laid  upon  him  was  a  thing  no  lefs  nevir 
than  difagreeable  to  him. 

Never  had  he  been  fo  much  puzzled 
in  his  whole  life:  he  judged  it  highly  in- 
convenient, for  many  reafons,  to  make 
an  appointment  with  her  at  his  own 
lioufe  ;  and,  as  (he  had  excepted  againl]: 
all  thofe  he  ftiould  readily  have  pro- 
pofed,  he  might  well  be  at  3  very  great 
lofs  to  whom  he  (hould  apply  on  fucl> 
an  occafjon. 

What  courfe  he  took  in  this  perplex- 
ing dilemma,  and  what  confequences 
attended  this  adventure,  as  well  as  the 
cataftrophe  of  many  others  mentioned 
in  fliis  work,  the  reader,  if  he  has  pa- 
tience to  wait,  will  find  fully  fet  forth 
fible  a  thoufand  accidents  might  reveal  and  explained  in  the  fucceeding  vo» 
it  to  her  5  nor  did  he  think  (he  had  any    lume»  - 


S.  If  you  no  longer  have  any 
love  for  me,  let  pity  and  good- 
nature for  that  you  haveinlpired 
me  with  prevail  on  you  not  to 
keep  me  in  fufpenle.  I  languifh, 
I  am  diflracled,  till  I  receive 
your  anfvver,  with  an  appoint- 
ment vi'here  and  when  I  (hall 
have  the  opportunity  of  telling 
you  all  my  ibul  is  full  of  1' 


This  pafTionate  epiitle  gave  Jemmy 
much  more  pain  than  plealurc  j  not  that 
he  was  either  forprized  or  troubled  at 
the  knowledge  he  found  (he  had  of  his 

He  was  fen- 
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-CHAP.     I. 

^HEWS  THE  CHARACTER  OF  JE?>J- 
MY  IN  A  LIGHT  WHICH  WILL 
BE  THOUGHT  WORTHY  OF  AP- 
PROBATION BY  SOME  READERS, 
AND  EqUALLY  RIDICULED  BY 
OTHERS. 

(*s^^r^    O  W  much  foever  Jemmy 
>\^  ff  was  taken  up,  on  going  tb 

H  d  bed,  with  the  thoughts  of 
■Jj  when  and  where  he  ihould 
■*^^"'i^f/'  meet  with  his  milirefs  ac- 
cording to  her  defire,  he 
did  not  forget,  iie:it  morning,  an  ap- 
pointment he  Jiad  made  to  breakfaft 
with  a  gentleman,  in  o,-der  to  look  over 
fome  curiofities  ihat  had  been  brought 
from  Rcme  at  the  laft  jubilee. 

In  his  way  thither,  as  he  was  pafiing 
by  tlie  door  of  a  great  mercer,  he  was 
fiirprized  with  the  light  of  Lady  Hardy 
ftarting  out  upon  him  ;  and,  before  he 
had  time  to  fpeak,  or,  indeed,  to  think 
whether  he  ought  to  do  h  in  that  place 
orr.o — 'Well,  Mr.Jeflamy,'  ciied  the, 
jn  a  low  voice,  *  what  anfwer  may  I 

*  expe.51  to  the  letter  I  fent  lafc  night  ?' 
— '  Such  a  one,  Madam,'  replied  he, 

*  as,  J  hope,  will  give  you  no  future 
'  caufe  to  reproach  me.' 

-'  faid  lae,  and 


«  ifliould  be  2l2.d- 


was  going  on  ;  but  fomethmg,  which 
will  hereafter  be  difcovered,  prevented 
her,  and  ftie  ran  back  into  the  Ihop  in 
the  greateft  hurry  and  confurion._^  Jem- 
my imagined  that  the  {ightof  Ibme  per- 
fon  who  knew  her  had  given  her  this 
alarm  ;  but  as  it  was  improper  to  fol- 
low her,  and  he  did  not  chule  to  laun- 
ter  about  the  ftreet  in  hopes  of  fpeak- 
ir.g  to  her  again,  he  went  direftly  to  the 
place  where  he  wasexpeSled. 

He  ftaid  no  longer  at  this  vifit  th.an 
mere  civility  required.  The  talk  en- 
joined him  by  Lady  Hardy  ran  very 
much  in  his  head,  and  he  could  not  bs 
eafy  till  he  had  found  fome  means  or 
other  of  performing  it. 

He  was  returning  home  fo  deeply 
buried  in  cogitation,  that,  though  he 
went  through  the  Park,  which  at  that 
time  was  very  full  of  company,  he  faw 
not  nor  took  notice  of  any  body  in  it,  till 
Bellpine  meeting  him  in  his  unufiial 
mufing,  accollcd  him  with  a  flap  on  the 
(houider,  accompanitd  by  thefe  lines, 
borrowed  from  Farquhars  Recruiting 
Officer— 

*  Spleen,  thou  v/orft  of  fiends  below, 

*  Fly,  I  conjure  thee,  by  this  magick  blow P 

'  What,  in  the  name  of  wonder,' 
purfued  he,  '  has  wrought  this  trans- 
'  formation?  What  fairrruel  (he  has  the 

'power 
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«  power  to  engrofs  you  to  he:Telf,   and 

*  make  you  abfent  amidti  a  ttiiong  or 

*  beauPCs  ?' 

The  fig!n  of  hiin,  together  with  the 
fal oration  he  hac)  given  him,  put  fem- 
niy  in  mind  of  fonietlVwig  lie  hatl  never 
thought  on  before:  '  Faith,  Beiipine,' 
anfwered  he,  laughing,  '  yourgucfs  is 

*  partly  right;  I  was  tliinking  of  a  la- 

*  dy,    though    no   cruel  one,   and   juft 

*  wifning  for  fuch  a  fri.er.d  as  you.' 

*  Then  here  lama-propos,'  cried  the 
other:  •  what  aft  of  friendlhip  ami  to 

*  be  employed  in?' — '  Come  home  with 

*  me,  and  I  will  tell  you,'  repHed  Jem- 
my. *  With  all  my  heart,'  laid  Eell- 
pine;  '  I  will  only  fpealc  to  a  couple  of 

*  gentlemen  I  fee  yonder,  and  be  after 

*  you  in  a  moment.' 

Jemmy  was  nov/  aftoniflied  at  his 
own  fcupidity:  fo  anxious  as  he  had 
heen  to  find  a  proper  place  for  the  con- 
summation of  his  ampur  with  Lady 
Hardy,  yet  he  had  never  once  thought 
of  having  reco-jrCe  to  Beiipine  for  that 
purpofe,  who  was  a  fingJe  man,  had 
handlbme  lodgings,  and  looked  upon 
by  him  ns  fufficiently  his  friend  to 
oblige  him  in  a  much  greatermatterthan 
the  life  cf  his  apartment  lor  a  iew 
hours. 

He  walked  flowly  on,  and  the  other 
overtook  him  before  he  reachtd  his  own 
tloor.  As  focn  as  they  were  coiiie  into 
the  houfe,  and  thut  up  together.  Jemmy 
told  him,  that  havir.g  a  Imall  affair  of 
gailant:"y  wiih  a  woman  of  condition, 
■who  would  not  venture  to  any  hou.'eol 
publickrefort,  the  favour  he  requeiled  ci' 
bitii  was  to  lend  him  his  lodgings  to  en- 
tertain her  in. 

To  this  the  other  replied,  that  he 
was  glad  of  tlie  opporturdty  of  contri- 
buting to  liis  plcaliires:  '  But,'  faid  he, 

*  we  muft  be  very  cautious;   my  land- 

*  lady,  you  mull  know,   is   a  formni 

*  piece   of    ftuff,    and    piques    herfelf 

*  mightily  on   tl)e  reputation   and   I)o- 

*  nelty  of  her  houis,   I  wiii  therefore 

*  fneak  privately  out  before  you  come, 

*  that  (he  may   not  know  that   i  am 

*  abroad;  and  when  my  man  has  (hew- 

*  fd  you  and  your  fair  companion  up 

*  li.irs,  he  fhall  tell  the  old  cant  that 

*  you  are  relations  of  mine  come  to  vi- 

*  lit  me.' 

Beiipine  looked  extremely  thought- 
ful all  the  time  he  was  f;>eaking,  which 
Jemmy  inierpreiing  as  ihc  crtcc:  of  h:s 


great  zeal  and  care  rhnt  every  thing 
Ihould  be  condufted  to  his  fatisfaf^ion, 
heartily  embraced  and  thanked  him  for. 
The  other  grew  every  moment  more 
ferious:  but  alkcd  him  on  what  day, 
and  what  hour,  he  intended  to  bring 
his  miftre.'s.      <  That  mu(i  depend  up- 

*  on  herfcif,'  faid  Jemmy,  *  and  what 

*  opportunity  chance  and  our  good  for- 

*  tune  may  befriend  us  with;  but  I  fiiall 
«  tak'?  c:ire  to  give  you  timely  notice.' 

*  I  fuppofe,'  relumed  Belipir.e,  '  as 

*  this  affair  is'  to  be  a  mighty  fecret,  I 

*  muft  not  be  trufted  with  the  name  of 
«  this  fine  lady.' — 'No,  friend,*  replied 
Jemmy,  '  you   mufl  excufe  me  there: 

<  flie  is  a  perfon  bf  fafnion,  and  a  mar- 

*  ried  woman.' — '  Aye,'  returned  Bell- 
pine,  in  a  voice  fcarce  articulate,  throijgli 
lii«  inward  agitations;  '  and  you  might 
'  have  added  too,  a  lewd,  a  bafe,  and 

*  a  mod  ungrateful  woman.' 

*  What  do  you  mean,  Sir  ?'  demand- 
ed Jemmy,  Ibmewhat  liartled  at  his 
looks  and  niannei^  of  fpeaking.     '  Be- 

*  fore   I  anfwer  you,'  cried  Beiipine, 

*  tell  me,   I  conjure  you,  by  all  our 

<  friendOiip,  tell  me  ti  lily,  whether  you 
'  have  yet  enjoyed  her.?' — '  Noj  upon 
'  my  honour!'  replied  the  other,  llill 
more  furprized;  '  but  wherefoie  do  you 

*  aik?   She  is  perhaps  your  mirtrefs.' 

.  .'  Would  to  Heaven,'  faid  Beiipine, 

*  that  (he  we:e  mine,  or  yours,  or  any 
'  jnan's  miftrefs,  fo  iTie  were  not  my 
'  uncle's  wife,  and  dignified  with  the 

*  name  of  Lady  Hardy!' 

Never  was  any  one  in  a  greater  con- 
fternation  than  Jemmy  was  on  hearing 
this;  he  had  been  told,  indeed,  fome- 
what  concerning  his  having  an  uncle 
who  had  married  a  girl  of  mean  extrac- 
tion, but  knew  nothing  of  his  name,  or 
the  particulars  of  the  itory.  '  What !' 
critrd  he  haftily,  '  is  Sir  Thomas  Har- 

*  dy  your  uncle  ?' 

*  Yes,'  replied  the  other  fulJenly; 
^  he  is  my  mother's  brother,  and  I  was 

*  always  looked  upon  as  his  undoubt- 
'  ed  heir;  but  by  his  marriage  vi^ith  this 
'  Jezebel  I  am  like  to  be  defrauded  of 
'  an  ellate  of  upvyards  of  two  thoufand 

*  jviunds  a  year.' 

Jemmy  having  b-y  this  time  a  little 
recoveied  himfelf  from  his  furprize,  was 
very  mucii  affefted  at  ihefe  laft  words: 
'  You  (ball  not  be  a  iofer  by  any  aft  of 
'  mine,'  ("aid  he:  '  if  Lady  ilardy  were 

*  more   handfoiKe  than  (he  is,  9nd   I 

•  IcYcd 
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*  loved  liev  mere  thnn  I  ever  did,  he  nf- 

*  lured    I  vvouki   henceforth    for  ever 

*  Hiun  her  prefence,  and  forego  the>gra- 
'  tificiition  of  my  defires,  rather  than 
'  be  guilty  of  attirnpting  any  thing 
«  which  mi^ght  happ^^n  to  prove  an  in- 

*  jury  to  my  friend.' 

*  This  is  generous,  indeed,'  crieJ 
Bellpine,  embracing  him,  '  and  what 
«  I  could  have  expcfled  from  no  msn 
'  but  yourfelf.  Ycu  will  pardon,  dear 
«  Sir,'  continued  he,  '  the  warmth  of 
'  fome  expreffions  I  may  have  let  fall  ; 

*  but  I  cannot  keep  my  temper  in  due 

*  bounds  whenever  I  think  on  my  nn- 

*  cle's  dot:tge,  and   the  misfortunes  I 

*  may  poffibly  be  reduced  to  by  it/ 
After  many  repeated  alFtirances  on 

the  one  fide,  and  retributions  on  the 
other,  Jemmy  bethought  himfelf  oi  afk- 
jng  him  how  it  came  into  his  head  to 
puefs  that  Lady  Rardy,  of  all  woman 
kind,  was  the  miilrefs  he  had  fpcke  of, 
and  intended  to  have  brought' to  his 
lodgings. 

«  it  can  be  ca'.Ied,  indeed,  no  more 

*  than  a  conjeftuir,'  replied  Beiipine, 
'   yetwas  it  (ucnaconjeflureaBamount- 

*  ed  aimoft  to  a  certainty.  You  know,' 
jHirfued  he,  ♦  that  you  fpoke  to  her  this 
'  morning  at  the  door  of  a  fliop  in 
'  Chandcs  Street;  I   was   fitting  in    a 

*  parlour-window  juft  oppofue  to  it, 
«  and  had  the  opportunity  of  beholding 
«  with  what  hurry  of  looks  and  mo- 
'  tion   her  impudent  hdyfhip  flew  out 

*  to  meet  you  ;  and  how  preleniiy  af- 

*  ter  confcious  guilt  and  fear  at  fight 

*  of  me  in  turning  her  head  that  way, 

*  made  her  leave  you,  and  retire  with 
'.  as  much  precipitation  as  fhe  had  come 

*  out.     This,'  went  he  ftiil  en,  '  was 

*  enough  to  give  a  ftiange  ful'.icion  of 

*  your  intimacy,  and  I  thought  to  have 

*  a/ked  you  by  what  means  you  C3me 

*  to  be  lb  well  acquainted  with  one  of 

*  cur  family:  but  you  prevented  me, 
«  bv    making   a   requeft    which    con- 

*  firmed  me  in  what  I  had  fo  much  rea- 
'  Ion  to  believe  before;  and  alfo  that 
'  you  were  entirely  ignorant  of  the  near 
'  relaiionfhip  between  me  and  that  vile 
'  woman.' 

«  You  do  me  juftice,'  faid  j£mmy; 
«  nothing  could  be  farther  from  my 
«  thoughts  than  that  fhe  was  your  aunti 

*  I  knew  her  before  (he  had  any  cxpec- 

*  tation  of  being  fo,  and  svhen  flie  was 

*  much  more  innocent  than  I  fear  (lie 

*  is  at  "prefent.'     lie  then,  on  the  de- 


fire  of  the  other,  related  the  manner  of 
his  Cull  acquaintance  with  Cclia  of  ths 
Woods,  and  the  many  accidents  which 
had  intfvened,  and  hindered  the  coiii- 
pletion  of  what  af  that  time  he  lb  ar- 
dently had  dtlired,  and  (he  lesmed  not 
verv  averfe  to  grant. 

On  his  having  finifhed  this  recital-— 

♦  When    I    coniider,'    faid    Bellpine, 

•  what  you  are,  and  what  (he  was  at 
'  the  time  of  her  acquaintance  with  you 
'  in  the  wood,  I  could  aimort  pity  her 

*  for  not  being  able,  even  after  niar- 
<  riage,  to  bani(h  an  idea  lb  agreeable, 

•  and  which  had  made  the  (irfl  imprel- 

•  fionon  her  heart ;  but,  my  dear  friend, 

*  it  is  not  for  yotir  fake  alone  (he  has 
'  tranfgie/fed  the  roles  of  virtue,  and 
'  even  of  decency:  others  have  proved 

•  the  too  great  warmth  of  her  conltitu- 
'  linn  ;  fome  unqueftioiiable  inftances 
'  of  this  have  come  to  my  knowledge  j 
«  be  allured  I  (peak  not  tliis  out  of  ma- 
'  lice,  nor,  in  reg;iril  of  my  uncle's  bo- 
'  nour,  would  mention  it  at  all,  if  I 
'  did  not  think  it  might  ferVe  to  forti- 

*  fy  you  in  the  relblntion  you  have  tak- 

*  en  of  r.^ver  feeing  her  any  more,' 

A  fort  of  contemptuous  I'mile  fpreaj 
itfelf  all  over  Jemmy's  face  at  this  lup- 
pofition:  he  allured  Bellpine  that  there 
was  no  occafion  for  anv  proofs  of  I'lat 
lady's  levity  to  enable  him  to  keep  the 
prcmife  he  had  made;  and  that  as  he 
never  was  polTefled  of  any  more  than 
a  tranfient  inclination  for  her,  heccuKI 
throw  it  oft  without  feeling  the  leail 
pain.  '  Whatever  anecdotes,  thcre- 
'  fore,'  faid  he, '  you  favour  me  with, 
'  will  only  ferve  to  gratify  my  curio- 

*  fity.' 

Bellpine  was,  however,  preparing  to 
recollt^l  the  paffages  he  had  to  relate^ 
but  their  difcourlc  hud  abcady  taken 
np  fo  much  time,  that  before  he  could 
begin,  a  fervant  came  inio  the  room, 
and  told  his  maiter  that  dinner  was 
upon  table.  '  Well,  then,'  faid  Jem- 
my to  his  gueil',  *  you  mult  do  eenaiice 

•  with  me;-  a  batciitlor's  t.ible  is  al- 
'  ways  thinly  ferved;  but  I  indulged 

•  fomewhat  too  plentifully  Infi  night, 

*  fo  mortify  to- day  with  a  boiled  chick- 

♦  en  and  fmall  beer.' 

In  foeakin^  thefe  words  be  took  Bell- 
pine  by  the  hand,  and  led  him  into  an- 
other room,  whcr;:itis  notto  bedoabt- 
ed  hut  that  they  found  more  covers  al- 
ready placed  than  he  h-U  made  men- 
tion cf.         ■     - 

CHAP. 
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CHAP.    II. 

CONTAINS,  BESIDES  OTHER  MAT- 
TERS, SOME  FARTHER  PARTICU- 
LARS RELATING  TO  LADY  HAR- 
DY, WHICH  SHE  DID  NOT  THINK. 
PROPER  TO  MAKE  ANY  MENTION 
OF  TO  JEMMY,  IN  THE  DETAIL 
SHE  HAD  GIVEN  HIM  OF  HER  AD- 
VENTURES. 

DINNER  was  no  fooner  over,  all 
tlie  appurtenances  of  it  removed, 
and  llie  fervants  withdrawn,  than  Bcll- 
pine  began  the  little  narrative  he  had 
piomil'ed,  in  thcfe  or  the  like  terms: 

*  It  was  always  my  cuftom,'faid  he, 

*  even  from  my  childhood,  to  go   to 

*  Oxfordfhire,  and  pay  my  reSpefts  to 

*  my  uncle  three  or  four  times  a  year  j 

*  nor  did  1  refrain  continuing  to  give 

*  him  this  mark  of  my  duty  and  af- 

*  fe£lion  after  his  marriage:  though, 

*  as  you  n^.ay  fuppofe,  it  was  an  event 

*  which  gave  me  great  uneafinefs. 

*  The  firft  time  I  faw  my  new  aunt, 
'  I  found  her  bufily  employed  in  learn- 

*  ing  French,    mufick,   and  dancing. 

*  She  Teemed,  and  I  believe  really  was, 

*  no  lefs  defirous  of  becoming  miftrefs 

*  of  thofe  accomplifliments  than   her 

*  fend  hulband  was  that  flie  fliould  be 

*  i'o,  pafilng  all  thofe  hours  he  fuiTered 

*  her  from  his  prefence  either  in  read- 

*  jng  fome  books  which   he  had  pre- 

*  fented  to  her,  or  in  the  ftudy  of  the 

*  leiTons  given  her  by  her  mnfters;  her 

*  behaviour  was  alfo  full  of  humility 

*  and  courtefy:  in  a  word,  as  much  as 

*  I  was  prejudiced  againft  her,  which  I 

*  confefs  I  greatly  was,  I  could  feeno- 

*  thins  in   hfr  to  condem  durincr  this 

*  vifit,  wliich  laded  near  three  weeks, 

*  and  as  unwilling  that  my  uncle  fliould 

*  think   I    took  any   umbrage  at  the 

*  change  of  his  condition. 

*  I  went  not  down   again    till   fix 

*  months  after,  having  been  detained  in 

*  London  by  alongfitof  ficknefsjwhich 

*  it  was  thought  would  have  been  my 

*  laft:  but,  good  Godljiow  (hange  a 

*  transformation  had  happened  in  the 

*  family  in  that  time!   On  my  arrival, 

*  moil  of  the  old  fervants  were  remov- 

*  ed,  and  new  ones  in  their  places  ;  all 

*  my  aunt's  preceptors  were  dil'miffed, 

*  and  her  ladyfliip,  inftead  of  the  trac- 

*  table,obligipg  creature  I  had  left  her, 

*  was  now  grown  haughty,  fulleii,  and 


*  referved;  fcarce  fpoke  but  in  her  hui-- 
'  band's  prefence,  and  then  with  only 
'  an  affumed  foftnefs.  In  fhort,  every 
'  thing  was  the  very  reverfe  of  what  it 
'  had  been,  except  my  uncle  himfelf, 

*  and  he  too,  I  thought,  appeared  lels 

*  chearful  and  fatisfied  than  ufual. 

'  But  what  the  molt  amazed  me  was, 

*  to  find  that  in  the  change  of  domef- 
'  ticks  was  included  an  old  gentlewo- 

*  man  who  had  lived  with  iny  uncle 

*  for  feven  or  eigiu  and  twenty  years, 

*  in  quality  of  a  houfekeeper,  and  be- 
'  ing  a  diltant  relation  of  my  father's, 

*  and  reduced  by  misfortunes  to  go  to 
'  fervice,  had  been  recommended  by 
'  my  mother  to  take  care  of  his  afFairsj 

*  which  truft  flie  fo   well   difcharged, 

*  and  gave  my  uncle  fuch  content,  that 
'  he  ufed  frequently  to  fay,  that  as 
'   long  as  they  both  lived,  Jamifon,  for 

*  fj  flie  is  called,  and  he  fliould  never 
'  part. 

•  I  took  the  liberty  of  afking  my 
'  uncle  what  was  become  of  her  j  but 
'  he  only  replied,  that  flie  was  a  fool- 
'  ifli  woman;  that  he  had  difcharged 
'  her;  and  that  he  had  done  with  her : 

*  I  rejoined,  that  I  hopeil  flie  had  been 

*  guilty  of  nothing  to  incur  his  dif- 

*  pleafure.     *'  I  tell  you,"  cried    he, 

*  peevifliiy,  "flie  is  a  foolifti  imperti- 
"  nent  woman  :  fav  no  more  about 
"  her."    I  obeyed;  but  could  not  keep 

*  mylelf  from  putting  fome  queftions 
'  concerning  her  removal  to  thofe  of 

*  the  fervants  who  had  lived  there  in 

*  her  time  ;  but  could  get  no  other  an- 

*  fwer  fi-om  any  of  them  than  a  ihake 

*  of  the  head,  or  a  flirug  of  the  /houi- 
'  der.     Ail  this  encrealed  my  v\-onder; 

*  but  on   hearing  flie  was   at  prefent 

*  boarded  at  a  little  farm-houfc  about 
'  three  or  four  miles  i  ri",  I  get  one  of 

*  my  tincle's  horfes,  and  went  thitlier 

*  one  :norning,  under  pretence  of  rld- 
'  ing  for  the  air. 

♦  Notwithilanding  the  good  creature 

*  received  me  with  the  grc.itell  joy  ima- 

*  ginable,  I  found  the  utmolt  ditiicul- 

*  ty  in  prevailing  oii   her  to  acquaint 

*  me  with  the  realbn  of  her  having  left 

*  a  place  where  (he  had  been  fo  ule- 

*  ful  as  well  as  lb  much  reipe6led;and 
'  all  I  could  set  from  her  for  a  good 

*  while  was,  that  iiir  1  homus  had  now 

*  no  occafion  tor  a  houlekeeper,  hav- 

*  ing  fo  good  a  lady,  and  fuch  like  eva- 

*  five  anlwers;  which  convincing  me 
<  th.rc  was  foins  niylteiy  in  the  atFair, 

*  made 
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*  made  me  the  more  felicitous  for  an  "  fcarce  knew  what  I  did;  therefore, 

*  explanation.  "  dear  Mrs.  Jarrifon,  do  not  ruin  me; 
•  I  preflVd,  however,  in  fuch  ftrong  "  do  not  tell    Sir  Thomas;  indeed   I 

*  terms,  that  ftie  at  laft   confented  to  "  will    never    be   guihy  of    the  like 

*  fatisfy  me,     *'  Your  aunt  is  a  bafe  "  again." 

<<  woman,"  faid  file,  "and  deferves  to  '  I  could  not  forbear  interrupting  the 

•'  beexpofed;  but  as  ill  as  Sir  Thomas  '  good  woman  in  this  part  of  her  ftory,' 

"  has  ujcd  me-,  I  fhould  be  forry  that  faid  Beilpiue,  '  by  venting  my  indig- 

"  he  fhould   be  made  the  jeft  of  the  '   nation  in  a  volley  of  curies  on  the 

*'  county,  therefore  would  not  men-  *  fcandal  of  our  family;   but  fhe  con- 

♦*  tion  what]  am    going  to  relate  to  '  jured  me  to  moderate  my  paflion,  and 

*'  any  perfon  in  the  world  befides  your-  *  refolve  to  fhew   no  future  marks  of 

"  felf;   nor  even  to  you,    if  I   d;d  not  ♦  it,    or  protefted  fhe  would  reveal  no 


know   you    would   be   obliged,  for 

*'  your  own  fake,  to  keep  it  fecret." 

''  After  this,    fhe  alkcd  me  if  I  did 

not  remember  that  the  lalt  time  I  wag 

down,  there  was  a  young  French  Hu- 


'   further;  I  gave  my  promife  to  do  as 
'   ftie  defired,  and  fhe  went  on. 

"  The  deceitful  creature,''  refumecl 
'  flie,  "  hungabout  me  all  the  time  flie 
"  was  fpeaking,   with  lucb  a  ihevv  of 


gonot,  who  made  part  of  the  family,      "  innocence  and  grief,   that  at  lail,  I 


and  had  been  agreed  with  by  Sir 
Thomas  to  teach  her  lady  fhip  the  Ian- 
guage  for  two  guineas  a  month  and 
his  board.     I   told  her  I  knew  very 

*  well  there  had  been  fuch  a  man,   and 

*  (he  proceeded  to  inform  me,  tliat  this 
'  fellow  prefently  grew  a  prodigious 
'  favourite  with  Lady  Hardy;  that  (he 


"  am  afhamed  to  (ay  it,  her  tears,  her 
"  feeming  penitence,  her  htuuiliation^ 
"  melted  me  into  pity,  and  I  promifed 
"  never  to  mention  what  I  had  difco- 
"  vered,  on  condition  lite  would  never 
"  repeat  her  ofTence;  and  al fo  that  (he 
"  Oiould  make  fome  pretence  to  Sir 
"  Thomas  for  getting  the  vile  feducer 


'  was  always  praifing  him,  and  was  fb     "  of  her  honour  removed  out  of  the  fa« 

•  extravagantly  filly  as  even  to  a(k  the 

*  maids  if  they  did  yot  think  Monfieur 
'  La  Noye  was  a  very  handfome  man. 
*'  This,"  fsid  Mis.  jamilbn,  "  occa- 
"  fiened  whifpers  in  the  family,  which 
•'  were  little  to  her  ladyfhip's  advan- 
'^  tage;  but,  for  my  part,  I  really  louk- 
*'  ed  upon  her  behaviour  as  the  effsr;^ 
"  of  fimpHcity,  and  not  of  guilt,   as 

fome  of  them  imagined;  til!  happen- 

in^  to  po  to  the  beft  chamber  to  fee 

if  every  thing  was  in  order,  as  I  had 

made  it  be  cleaned  the  day  before, 
"  who  did  I  fee  there  but  my  lady  and 
*'  this  La  Noye  upon  the  bed  together; 
••  they  had  forgot,  it  feems,  to  fa'ien 
*'  the  door,  and  the  pollure  1  furprized 
*'  them  in  admitted  no  doubt  of  their 
*'  guilt;  I  was  fo  ihundeT-(l:ruck,  that 
♦'  I  had  not  the  power  to  go  either 
"  forward  or  backward,  but  flood  mo- 
**  tionlefs  as  a  ftock;  the  fellow  ftarted 


ijiiiy. 

"  This  (he  bound  herfelf  by  the  moft 
folemn  iinprecation  to  perfoim;  but^ 
alasl  one  day,  another,  and  another, 
ftill  came  on,  and  pafled  away  with- 
out any  proof,  or  even  probability 
of  the   finceritv  of  her  convc-rfion: 
"  Hie  took  care,  indeed,  not  to  be  fur- 
"  prized  in  the  manner  fhe  had  been; 
"  but  I  eafily  faw  by  Sir  Thomas's  be,- 
"  haviour,  and  fome  wcrds  he  let  fail 
'*  in    cafual   conveifation,    that  there 
"  was  no  thought  of  parting  witii  this 
*'   French  fellow  till  her  ladydiip  was 
"  made  perteft  in  the  lani^uace. 

"  I  expreffL'd  my  fentiments  very 
*'  plainly  to  her  on  ihis  head,  on  which 
"  (lie  told  me  that  Monfieur  had  not 
'•  taken  any  freedoms  with  her  (ince 
"  the  time  I  catched  them  together, 
'■'  and  that  he  had  ("worn  never  to  at- 
tempt   the   like    again;   and   added. 


"  up,  and  rufiied    by  me  out   of  the      "  that  though  (lie  would  be  glad  to  get 

<'  room:  my  lady,  yuu   may    be    fure,      *•'   rid  of  him,  and  could  not  endure  the 

*'  was   in  confufion  enoiigh;    flie  ran      "  fight  of  him,  yet  (lie  could  find  no 

•'  to  me,  threw  herfelf  at  my  feet,  burll 

"  into  tears,  and  cried — "  Dear  Jami- 

"  fon,   do  not   betray   me!"—"  Oh, 

*'  Madam  !"  faid  I,  "  I  never  thought 

*'  to  have   feen  what    I   have  feen." — 

"  I    w:.s   half  afleep,"    rejoined    (lie, 

*'  when  he  came  into  th;^  rcom,  and  I 


*'  excufe  to  make  to  Sir  Thomas  for 
*^  leaving  off  learning  French,  till  fhe 
*'  was  become  miftrefs  of  it,  which  (he 
*'  was  far  from  being -.s  yet. 

"   This  not  fatibfying  me,  I  renewed 
"  my  jemon(l:ranccs  to  !ier  as  often  as  I 
♦•  had  an  opportunity;  buti  foonfound, 
U  •'  ihat 
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"  that  inftead  of  working  the  efteft  I 
•'  aimed  at,  fhe  rather  leemed  moie 
"  hardened  by  them  j  evciy  time  I 
*'  fpoke  (he  anfwercd  in  a  moie  lofty 
"  ftrairi;  and  at  iaft  told  me  that  fhe 
"  would  not  be  teazed;  that  it  was  fuf- 
*•'  ficient  fhe  did  not  repeat  her  fault, 
*'  and  as  for  tiie  reft  fiie  knew  what  was 
•'  proper  to  be  done,  and  would  not  be 
•<  kept  in  leadin^-ftiings  by  any  fer- 
•*   vant  of  her  hufband's. 

*•  I  now  plainly  faw,  that  {he  was  no 
"  lei's  wicked,  though  more  wary,  than 
*•  the  had  been;  I  was  troubled  at  the 
•'  (hame  (he  would  bring  upon  my  ma- 
"  Iter,  and  was  debating  within  my- 
"  lelf  whether  or  not  I  (hould  relate 
"  to  him  the  diCcovery  I  had  made, 
♦'  and  all  tliat  had  pafied  upon  it  between 
*'  us,  when  an  unfoieieen  accident 
"  faved  me  (he  pains  of  thinking  any 
•'  farther  on  the  matter. 

"  Her  Iady(hip,  who,  as  you  may 
"  fuppofe,  was  never  much  refpe£led 
"  by  the  fervants,  on  accoant  of  her 
"  birili,  became  every  day  kls  fo 
"  through  the  ftrong  fufpicion  they 
"  had  of  her  incontinency;  but  the  in- 
"  folence  of  her  gallant  was  intoleiable 
"  to  all  of  them,  efpecially  to  Hum- 
**  phrey,  who  being  the  oldell  fervant 
■•'  in  the  houfe,  except  myfelf,  would 
"  not  fubmit  to  the  impertinent  com- 
*'  mandsof  that  Frerjch  renegade;  this 
"  caufing  many  quarrels,  he  refolved 
*'  to  leave  Sir  Thomas's  fetvice;  but, 
"  before  he  went,  had  opportunity  of 
**  revenging  hiir.f-'lf  on  thole  who  were 
•'  the  occafion  of  his  doing  fo. 

"  I  was  one  morning  with  Sir  Tho- 
mas ill  his  clofet,  fettling  my  ac- 
counts, as  I  always  did  every  month, 
when  this  Humphrey  came  running 
in,  and  told  him  that  my  lady  was  in 
"  the  fummer-houie  at  the  farther  end 
"  of  the  garden,  and  dcfired  he  would 
"  come  to  her  that  minute,  for  there 
*/  was  a  great  curiolity  to  be  (een  there. 
*'  What  little  fancy  has  (he  got  in  her 
•'  head,  I  wonder  ?"  ("aid  Sir  Tliomas; 
"  butl  will  go." — "  Yourhonour  muli 
*'  cor.ieimMiediately,"  cried  the  fellow, 
*'  or  the  figlit  will  begone."' — "  Well, 
"  well,"  replied  he,  «•  (hemuftbehu- 
*'  inoured."  In  fpeakingthis  lie  threw 
*'  down  the  pa>?cis.  and  hurried  away 
*'  as  faft  as  the  burden  of  his  ytars 
*'  would  let  him. 

"  I  (laid  Corns  little  time  in  the  clo- 
*'  fct,   expelling  tjtr  Thviius  would 
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*'  foon  rettirn;  but  finding  he  did  not, 
"  left  it,  and  went  down.  I  had  juft 
"  got  to  the  bottom  of  tlie  (lairs,  when 
"  he  came  in,  followed  by  my  lady, 
"  both  of  them  with  countenances 
"  ftrangely  diicompofed.  "  Sirrah!" 
"  faid  he,  very  angrily  to  Humphrey, 
"  who  happened  to  be  in  the  palTige, 
"  how  dare  you  tell  me  that  your  lady 
"  wanted  to  fpeakwith  me  in  tlie  fum- 
*'  mer-honfe  ?■' — "  Sir,"  replied  the 
"  fellow,  with  the  greateft  a(l"urancc, 
I  faw  my  lady  and  the  young  French  - 
man  run  thitherveryfaft,  fol  thought 
there  might  be  fometlung  very  extra- 
ordinary to  be  feen;  lb  made  hold  to 
tell  your  honour  of  it."' — "  You  are 
an  impudent  rafcal  !"  cried  Sir  Tho- 
mas, and  went  up  (lairs,  (lill  follow- 
"  ed  by  my  lady.  • 

"  I  wondejed  what  all  this  meant, 
"  but  vvas  foon  after  informed  of  the 
"  wholematter.  The  fellow,  it feems, 
•'  being  convinced  in  his  own  mind 
"  that  my  lady  ar.d  this  Frenchman 
"  were  too  great,  had  watched  all  theii* 
•'  motions,  qnd  finding  that  they  re- 
•'  tired  almoji  every  morning  into  this 
*'  fummer-hoiife,  when  they  knew  Sir 
"  Thomas  was  reading,  or  otherwils 
**  employed  in  his  clolet,  he  had  taken 
•'  this  inetiiod  of  giving  fhe  injured 
*'  hufband  an  oppoitunity  of  detcftiiig 
"  them. 

*'  I  did  not  approve  of  Humphrey's 
"  proceeding  in  this  point;  and  told 
"  him,  that  let  the  matter  be  how  it 
"  will,  he  mull  not  hope  to  keep  his 
"  place  after  what  he  had  done.  He 
*'  replied,  that  he  did  not  care  how  foon 
"  he  vi-as  difcharged;  that  he  had  got 
*'  money  enougli  to  fct  up  an  nlehoufe, 
"  and  would  not  (lay  in  any  fcrvicc 
*«  where  he  mull  be  infulted  by  people 
"  no  better  born  thanhimfelf,  and  no: 
"  half  fo  honcft." 

'  Here,'  laid  Bellpine,  *  I  could  rot 

*  forbear  inteirupting  Mrs.  Jamifon  a 
'   fecond  time,  by  afking  her   how  the 

*  fliametul  pair  behaved  on  the  approach 
'  of  my  uncle.  '*  All  ll^at  can  be 
"  known  of  tliat  part  of  the  (lory," 

*  replied  (he,  "  I  was  told  by  the  gai- 
"  dener,  who  happened  to  be  at  work 
"  very  near  tlie  place.  He  faid,  that 
"  Sir  Thomas,  on  finding  the  door 
"  made  fall,  knocked,  and  called  to  be 
"  let  in;  but  no  anfwer  being  made,  he 
"  beckoned  th.e  gardener  to  him,  and 
"  bid  him  clamber  up  to  the  window, 

"  and 
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*'  and  get  in  that  wayj  but  on  his  at- 
•'  temiiting  to  do  fo,  the  door  was  open- 
"  eci  by  thofe  within,  and  Sir  Thomas 
"  h'.ivini^  gained  er.tr;>nce,  the  man 
'*  withdrew,  and  went  again  to  his 
"  vvoik.  He  told  nie  that  the  French- 
*'  man  came  out  in  a  few  minutes, 
"  looking  very  pale  and  difcompofed, 
•'  and  that  ncitlier  Sir  Thomas  nor  his 
"  lady  appeared  in  a  much  better  con- 
"  dition,  though  they  ftaid  Tome  time 
"  after,  as  he  fuppofed,  totalkthebu- 
"   fir^efsover. 

"  What  pafied  between  them  on  this 
"  fcore,"'.purfued  Mis.  Jamii'oii,  "is 
*'  impoinble  to  be  known;  all  that  I 
"  can  tell  you  is,  that  Monfienr  La 
"  Noyc  was  difmifled  entirely  horn  the 
*'  family  within  two  hours  after;  that 
"  my  lady  either  was  or  pretended  to 
"  be  very  fick,  and  Sir  Thomas  ap- 
"  peared  in  a  worfe  huiTioiir  than  ever 
♦'  Ihadleenhim.  Kumphrey  was  dif- 
*'  charged  that  fam^day;  and  the  next 
'•'  day  the  poor  gardener  and  two  other 
"  fervaniSjfor  vi^hatreafons  I  know  not, 
*«  fliared  the  fame  fate:  indeed,  I  little 
"  thouglititwouldalfohave  been  mine; 
"  biit  all  the  diilinflion  I  had  to  boaft 
"  of  from  the  reft  was,  to  be  the  iait 
*'  turned  off." 

Bellpine  was  going  on,  when  Jemmy 
was  called  fuddenly  away  to  a  gentle- 
woman, who  his  fervant  told  him  was 
very  earnell  to  fpeak  with  him.  Who 
this  perfon  wms,  ar.d  what  her  bulinefs, 
the  reader  fhaii  not  wait  long  to  be  in- 
formed. 


CHAP.    in. 

IF  IT  CANNOT  BE  SAID  TO  DESERVE 
ANY  ENCOMIUM,  IT  MUST  AT 
LEAST  BE  ALLOWED  TO  STAND 
IN   NO  NEED   OF  AN  APOLOGY. 

THIS  perfon  whom  Jemmy  had 
been  told  was  fo  importunate  to 
fee  him  was  no  other  than  Mrs.  Comode. 
Lady  Hardy,  after  having  been  obliged 
to  leave  him  fo  abruptly  in  the  morning, 
went  directly  to  this  woman,  and  coni- 
niifiioned  her  to  fihd  him  either  at  his 
own  houfe,  or  wherever  elfe  he  could 
be  heard  of,  in  order  to  excufe  her  be- 
haviour, by  relating  the  accident  which 
had  occafioned  it;  and  alfo  to  know  of 
himfelf  if  he  had  thought  of  a  conve- 
nient place  for  their  meeting. 


This  neceffary  woman  delivered  her 
meffage  with  the  utmoft  punflualityj 
and  added,  that  fhewas  extremely  foiry 
for  not  having  at  piefent  an  apartment 
to  accommodate  them  with:  '  Eut  vour 
'  honour  may  depend,'  faid  (he,  '  that 
'   nothing  in  my  power  fhall  be  want- 

*  ing  to  oblige  both  you  and  the  good 
'  lady.' 

Jemmy  received  all  this  with  great 
coolnefs,  and  only  told  her  that  Lady 
Hardy  fliould  have  a  full  declaration  of 
his  fentimenis  in  a  letter  thnt  flimecven- 
ing — '  Which,'  faid  he,  '  I  will  direift 
'   under  a  cover  to  you,  as  ufnr.l;   and, 

*  perhaps,  will  be  the  lalt  trouble  I 
'   fhall  give  you.' 

She  feemed  pretty  much  aftoniflied 
on  hearing  him  fpeak  in  this  manner, 
and  was  going  to  make  fome  reply; 
but  he  told  her  he  had  a  friend  within 
whom  he  could  not  Icve  a!.:ne  any 
longer,  ib  begged  her  pardon,  a:id  rung 
the  bell  for  a  fervant  to  open  the  door. 

He  paufed  for  fome  moments  before 
he  returned  to  Bellpine,  confidering 
whether  he  fhould  inform  him  of  the 
vifit  he  fiadjnft  received;  but  as  he  was 
fo  nearly  interefted  in  the  honour  of 
Sir  Thomas  Hardy,  he  thought  it  beft 
not  to  fay  any  thing  to  him  of  an  aft'iif 
wliich  was  of  no  confecjuence  in  itfelF, 
and  would  only  fcrve  to  add  to  the 
chagrin  he  was  already  in. 

The  oiher  no  fooner  fjw  him  re-en- 
ter the  room,  and  that  he  was  prepared 
to  give  attention  to  what  he  had  to  fay, 
than  he  refumed  his  difcourfe  in  words 
to  this  effefi:. 

'  There  is    now  liule  rem:^iningto 

*  inform  you  of,'  faid  he;  '  Mrs.  Ja- 
'  mifon  only  told  me,  that  for  three  or 
'  four  days  after  La  Noye  was  dif- 
'  mifled,   her   infamous  ladyflup  kept 

*  her  chamber;  wh.ether  by  the  order 
'  of  Sir  Thomas,  or  that  (he  was  really 

*  indifpofed,  fiie  could  not  be  certain; 
<  but  during  that  time  lier  artifices  fo 
'  far  prevailed  upon  him,  thit   he  not 

*  only  difcharged  all  thofe  fcrvnnts 
'   whom  he  thought  had  any  (ufpicioii 

*  of  her  crime,  but  alfo  forbad  thera 
'  from  ever  coming  v-^ithin  his  doors 
'  again    on    any   pretence   v^hatfoever. 

*  I  then  afked  her,  if  fhe  thought  my 
'  uncle  was  really  convinced  of  the  in- 
«  fidelity  of  his  wife.  "  As  much  as 
"  I  am  myfelf,'' replied  flu-,  "though 
"  he  will  not  feem  to  be  fo,  bccaufe 
"  the  excclTiye  fondnefs  lie  has  for  her 
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*<  will   not   fuffer   him    to   part    from 
«♦  her.' 

«'  I  rather  think,"  faid  I,  "  that  he 
*'  ft^mis  in  awe  of  the  juft  ridicule  of 
**  the  world,  for  having  married,  at  his 
*'  years,  a  girl  whole  conduct  obliged 
•'  him  to  get  rid  of  in  fo  (hort  a  time." 
— "  It  may  be  owing  partly  to  the  one, 
"  and  partly  to  the  other  of  thei'e  mo- 
*•  lives, ■'  anfwered  fiie;  "  but  How- 
<(  gvej.  ti^at  niay  be,  I  can  afiure  you, 
*'  that  he  will  AifFer  nobody  to  come 
*'  near  him,  thr.t  he  imagines  has  the 
*'  leall  fufpicion  of  her  virtue. 

"  This  is  I'lifficiently  evident  in  the 
'^  cafe  of  La  Noye,"  added  fhe:  "but 
*'  I  can  give  you  another  inftance  fince 
"  the  baniil-ment  of  her  Frenchman; 
*'  (he  has  been  catched  in  pretty  clcle 
*'  conferrnce  with  a  young  gentleman, 
*•  who  has  been  for  fome  time  a  gueft 
"  at  a  neighbouring  feat.  Though 
Sir  Thomas  has  been  told  that  a  fine 
diamond  ring,  which  her  ladylJiip 
*•'  pretended  to  have  loft,  has  been  fcen 
»«  on  the  finger  of  that  fpark,  he  only 
afrecled  to  laugh  at  the  intelligence, 
and  has  fince  broke  off  all  acquain- 
tance with  the  peifon  from  whom  he 
*'  received  it." 

*  This  is  the  furh  of  that  account 

*  given    me  by  Mrs.  Jamifon;  and  I 

*  mult  be  in  fa6l  as  ftupid  as  my  uncle 

*  aff^fls    to  be,  if  I  doubted  the  truth 

*  of  it.     Judge  then,  my  dear  friend,' 
continued  he,  '  of  the  unhappineis  of 

*  my  fituati-on;  I  am  every  mom.ent  in 
'  dani?er  of  being  deprived  of  my  inhe- 

*  ritar.ce  by  the  incontmency  "of  this 

*  vile  woinan;  and  if  I  make  any  at- 

*  tempt  to  deteil  her  infamy,  am  equal- 

*  lyin  danger  of  lofing  it  by  my  uncle's 

*  dii'plealure.' 

Jemmy  could  not  help  agreeing  with 
him,  that  there  w.is,  indeed,  fomewhat 
extremely  precarious  in  his  ca!e;  but 
tok'  him,  he  ought  to  confole  himfelf 
viiih  this  refieCiion,  thatasLady  Kardy 
had  never  yet  been  pregnant,  fne  might, 
in  ail  pro!):ibility,  not  be  i'j  wh:ie  Sir 
1  homas  Hart'-'  lived. 

After  this  the  converf..tion  between 
tfiem  turiicd  on  various  fubjefts,  till 
Be'lpine,  having  an  engngement  that 
evening,'  took  his  leave;  but  before 
they  parted.  Jemmy  told  him,  that  his 
hufincfs  in  London  being  now  entirely 
finiflitd,  he  intended  to  fetout  the  next 
morning  for  Bath,  where  he  knew  Jen- 
ny by  this  time  expscled  him. 


Be'lpine  was  not  altogether  fo  much 
chagrined  at  this  intelligence  as  he 
would  have  been  fome  days  bef,  le  ; 
for,  though  he  would  have  been  ^iad 
to  have  kept  him  from  Jenny,  yet  he 
was  pleafed  at  his  removing  himfelf 
out  of  the  way  of  Lady  Hardy.  Men 
who  are  themfelves  deceitful,  are  al- 
ways flow  in  giving  credit  to  the  fin- 
cerity  of  others :  he  had  not  enough 
defended  on  the  proniife  Jemmy  had 
made  of  breaking  off  ail  intercourf'e 
with  his  aunt,  till  he  found  him  re- 
folved  to  go  from  the  place  fne  was  in, 
and  to  which  it  was  not  likely  he  fliculd 
return  till  flie  bad  left  it,  as  he  had 
heard  Sir  Thomas  fay  he  inte:;ded  to 
•  (lay  but  a  few  days  longer. 

JBut  net  even  this  deinondration  of 
his  friend's  honour  towards  him  had 
the  power  of  touching  his. ungrateful 
heart  with  any  rcmorfe  for  what  he  had 
done,  or  of  obligrng  him  to  defift  from 
the  profecution  of  his  wicked  attempt 
to  break  the  union  between  him  and 
Jenny;  as  fhe  reader  mu(t  have  oh- 
i'erved  by  the  letter  he  fent  to  her  under 
the  character  of  a  fuppoled  rival,  and 
the  invidious  hinrs  he  threw  out  in  the 
vifit  he  made  her  on  her  airival  in 
town. 

As  for  Jemmy,  he  was  not  much  fur- 
prized  at  the  account  given  him  of  La- 
dy Hardy's  condu-5l  :  by  the  little  he 
had  feen  of  her  behaviour  fince  his  re- 
newing an  acquaintance  with  her  in  the 
character  (he  now  bore,  he  was  perfectly 
convinced  that  flie  had  a  great  genius, 
as  well  as  inclination, tor  intrigues;  and 
had  aho  often  imagined  that  an  amour, 
fuch  as  file  was  about  to  enter  into  with 
him,  was  not  a  tiling  in  which  flie  was 
a!toget!ier  unpra61ii'ed.  He  was  not, 
therefore,  forry  that  his  friendfliip  for 
Bellpine  obliged  him  to  difcontinue  an 
amorous  correfpondence  with  her;  and 
as  it  was  an  affair  at  prel'ent  not  of  his 
own  feeking,  and  he  had  given  into  not 
through  the  force  ofpaffion,  but  merely 
for  the  fake  of  amufement,  cannot  be 
fuppofed  to  give  him  any  pangs  in 
quitting. 

He  thought  it  a  great  pity,  however, 
that  a  woman,  endowed  by  nature  with 
beauty,  wit,  and  every  thing  requifite 
to  adorn  the  ftation  to  which  ftie  was 
raifed,  (hould  know  fo  little  how  to 
improve  or  to  dcferve  the  good  fortune 
that  had  befallen  her;  and, in  this  ferious 
humour,  remembering  the  promife  he 

had 
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had  given  to  her  emiffary  of  making  a 
full  declaration  of  his  fentiments  by 
way  of  letter,  fat  down  immediaicly, 
and  wrote  to  her  in  the  following  man- 
ner. 

<  TO  LADY  HARDY. 
*  MADAM,    < 

*  "f  Know  not  how  you  will  reliih  this 
■*■  *  epiftle;  but  am  very  certain  you 

*  ought  to  look  upon  it  as  the  greateft 

*  proof  both  of  love  and  friend(hip  that 
'  can  be  given  by  man  :   be  not  there- 

*  fore  ftartled,  when  I  tell   yoi  I  rnuft 

*  fee  you  no  more.  It  is  for  your  fake, 

*  and  yours  alone,  that  I  have  taken 

*  this  refohition,  and  tear  myfelf  away 

*  from  all  the  joys  which  beauty,  fuch 

*  as  yours,  has  the  power  of  beliow- 

*  ing. 

♦  I  have  well  confidered  the  confe- 

*  quences  which  mud  infallibly  attend 

*  your  entering  into  an  amorous  en- 

*  gagement  with  me  ;  and  find  that  all 

*  the  love  I  could  offer  in  return  would 

*  be  too  poor  a  recompenfe  for  thofe  in- 

*  numerable  difficulties  and  dangers  to 

*  which  you  would  be  perpetually  ex- 

*  pofed  by  it. 

'  Exert,   then,  the  whole  force   of 

*  your  reafon  to  curb  the  encroachments 

*  of  lawlefs  paffion  in  your  own  heart, 

*  and  to  difdain  the  (hew  of  it  in  ano- 

*  ther;  fet  a  true  value  on  yourfelf,  and 

*  believe  that  no  man  living  can  de- 

*  ferve  that,  merely  for  the  gratification 

*  of  his  defires,  you  fhould  facrifice 
'  your  honour,  virtue,  reputation,  peace 
'  of  mind,  and,  in  fnort,  all  that  is  va- 

*  luable  in  your  fex. 

*  This  advice  may  appear  very  odd  in 

*  a  man  of  my  years  ;  but  the  lefs  you 
'  expefted  it  from  me,  the  more  im- 

*  prefhon    it  ought  to   make  on  you. 

*  You   are  not  only  a  v^ife,   but  alfo 

*  bound,  by  a  double  obligation,  to  be 

*  juft.  Remember  the  ftation  for  which 

*  you  were  defigned  by  nature,  and  be 

*  not  infenfible  of  that  to  which  you 
'  are  raifed  by  fortune  :  look  round  on 

*  the  magnificence  of  every  thing  about 

*  you  ;  think  to  whom  you  owe  it,  and 

*  let  gratitude  fupply  the  place  of  love 

*  for  a  huiband  who  fo  dearly  prizes 

*  you.     I  allow  that  old  age  has  fome- 

*  thing  in  it  extremely  dilagreeable  to 

*  youth  ;  yet,  methinks,  the  many  ad- 

*  vantaoes  you  enjoy  might  compenfate 

*  for  that  one  deficiency ;  and  alfo  re* 


*  mind  you,  that  as  Sir  Thomas,  bv  the 

*  courfe  of  nature,  cannot  long  be  with 
'  ycu,  it  is  only  by  obferving  a  proper 

*  conduit,  while  he  lives,  that  you  can, 

*  after  his  deceafe,  have  any  right  t» 

*  expe£l  the  honourable  addrefTes  of  a 

*  perfon  capable  of  making  you  more 

*  happy. 

•  Before  I  take  my  leave,  I  have  one 

*  thing  more  to  add,  though  it  be  a  fe- 

*  cret  which  my  fcx  would  hardly  for- 

*  give  me  for  revealing.  We  are  apt 
'  to  think  a  woman  is  never  fmgly 
'  kind  ;  that  the  favours  file  grants  t9 
'  one,  (he  is  equally  liberal  of  to  others; 

*  and,  in  this  opinion,  are  feldcm  very 
'  tlumkful  for  the  bledings  we  enjoy. 
'  If  you  take  this  upon  the  affurance  I 
'  give  you  of  it,  pride  will  enable  you 

*  to   forbear  making  the   experiment. 

*  Farewel !  Believe  that,  though  I  ceafe 
'  henceforth   all    correfpondence   with 

*  you,  lam,  with  thebeil  wifhes,  Ma- 

*  dam,  your  ladyfhip's  moft  humble 
'  and  obliged  fervant, 

*  J,  Jessamy. 

*  POSTSCRIPT. 

*  MADAM, 

*  To  attempt  fending  to  me  again, 

*  either  by  letter  or  melTage,  will 

*  be  giving  yourfelf  an  unprofit-. 

*  able  trouble  ;  for,  befides  the  re- 
'  folution  I  have  made  of  avold- 

*  ing  a  communication    which  I 

*  can   neither  anfwer  to    myfelf, 

*  nor  the  regard  1  have  for  you,  I 
'  (hall  infallibly  leave  this  town 
'  to-morrow  morning.' 

This  he  fealed  up,  and  put  under  a. 
cover  direfled  to  Mrs.  Comode  j  ia 
which  he  wrote  tbefe  lines. 

<    MADAM, 

<  T)RAy  deliver  the  inclofed  with 
-*■     '  your  accuftomed  care;  and  you 

*  will  oblige  your  humble  fervant, 

*  J.  Jessamy.* 

It  mufl:  be  owned,  that  the  advice 
contained  in  the  above  v.'as  very  good; 
but  whether  Jemmy  would  have  aftej 
in  this  manner  if  his  paflioii  for  the 
lady  had  been  more  ftrong,  or  his 
friendfhip  for  Bellplne  lefs  fincere,  is 
a  moot  point,  and  muft  be  left  to  the 
declHon  of  the  judicious  reader. 

CHAP. 
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C  H  A  P.     IV. 

CONTA^JS  A  BRIEF  RECITAL  OF 
,  jEMMV'S  JOURNEY  AND  RETURN, 
WITH  SOME  OTHER  PARTICU- 
LARS, WHICH,  IF  NOT  INTEREST- 
ING,WILL  BE  FOUND  NECESSARY, 
HOWEVER,  TO  BE  INSERTED. 

THE  rnonijng  dew  was  yet  upon 
the  grafs,  when  Jemmy,  attended 
by  one  feivant,  fet  out  for  Batli  in  a 
poft-chaile.  It  happe;  ed  a  little  iin- 
juckiiy  for  him,  that  tl.is  was  the  very 
diy  that  Lady  Speck's  coach  had  hioke 
down,  and  the  company  been  obliged 
to  put  up  at  the  fiift  village  till  it  was 
rtrpairedj  but  for  whicii  accident  he 
might  have  fpared  himfeif  part  of  his 
journey,  and  met  thofe  upon  the  road 
whom  he  went  to  feek  at  a  greater  dif- 
tance. 

Finding,  on  his  arrival  at  Eath,  that 
Jenny  had  left  the  place,  he  was  no  lefs 
dii'appointed  and  vexed  tlian  lie  had  ex- 
preffed  himfeif  to  t)e  in  ilie  letter  he  fent 
to  her  f;om  thence.  He  took  a  lodging 
in  the  fame  houfe  the  ladies  had  quit- 
ted, and  put  many  queftions  to  the  mif- 
trefs  of  it  concerning  the  motive  of 
their  departing  fo  fuddtnly;  but  all  flie 
could  anfwer  was,  that  !lie  believed  it 
was  on  Mifs  Wingman's  account,  as 
the  old  lady's  fteward  hrid  been  fent 
down,  after  which  they  had  prefcntly 
prepared  for  going. 

In  order  to  divert  his  thoughts,  he  no 
"fooner  had  put  off  his  travelling-drefs 
than  he  went  to  the  Long- Room  :  but 
as  it  often  happens  that  fceking  piea- 
fure  we  encounter  pain,  fo  it  was  with 
Jemmy;  here  he  met  with  fomething 
which,  inflead  of  difTipating  the  gloomi- 
refs  of  his  mind,ferved  only  to  render 
it  more  heavy. 

There  was  a  great  deal  of  company, 
many  of  whom  Jemmy  had  a  flight  ac- 
<juaintance  with,  but  none  with  whom 
lie  had  any  intimacy,  except  one  gentle- 
man,who,on  the  momentot  hisententig 
the  room,  ran  to  embrace  him.  '  Dear 
«  Jack!'  erred  Jemmy  to  him,  *  you 
«  wonder,  I  believe,  to  fee  me  here  at 

*  this  tail  of  the  feafon?' — '  No,  faith!' 
replied  the  other;  '  I  fliouldhave  won- 

*  dered  if  I  had  feen  you  here  before. 

*  I  have  always  obferved  that  married 
«  people,  and  people  that  are  going  to 


'  break  off,  are  always  careful  to  avoid 

*  each  other;   they  are  like  buckets  in 

*  a  well,  one  up  and  the  other  down.' 
— '  What  do  you  mean  r'  demanded 
Jemmy,  a  little  gravely.  *  How  dull 
'  of  undeiftanding  y.ui  affefl  to  be  !' 
faid  the  other.  '  Mifs  Jtff.mv  leftiJash 

*  one  day,  you  come  to  it  the  next  ;  do 
'  you  think  the  world  do  not  fee  into 
'  t!iis  ?  It  was  nor,  however,  quite  lb 
'  politick,  methinks  ;  you  lliould  have 

*  ft.iid  a  tiay  longer  at  ieali;   ft?r  fure 

*  you  muft  meet,  if  not  clafh,  upon  the 

*  road.' — '  If  I  had  been  Co  fortunate,' 
replied  Jemmy,   '  you  would   not  have 

*  found  me  at  Bath  ;  for,  I  affure  you, 

*  it  was  only  my  impatience  to  fee 
«  that  lady  that  brought  ute  hither.' — 
'  Then  there  is  nothing  in  the  ftory  of 

*  your  breaking  with  her,'  cried  the 
gentleman,  ♦  and  going  to  be  married 

*  to  Mifs  Chit  ?' — '  Jull  as  much,'  re- 
turned he,  '  as  that  you  are  going  to 

*  be  made  P^ing  of  the  Romans,' 
The  other  was  about  to  make  fome 

anfVer;  but  all  farther  difcourfe  be- 
tween them  on  this  iiead  was  prevented 
for  the  prefpnr  by  fevcral  gentlemen, 
who,  feeing  Jemmy  at  adiftance,  came 
that  inftant  towards  him  to  piy  their 
compliments  to  him  on  his  arrival. 

As  Jemmy  had  never  been  in  the  lead 
fer.fible  that  any  report  was  raifcd  of  his 
infidelity  to  Jenny  till  he  was  told  it  by 
Mr.  Morgan,  he  was  the  more  furprized 
to  hear  it  at  BTlh,  and  from  the  mouth 
of  a  perfon  who  had  left  London  before 
he  thought  fuch  a  thing  had  ever  been 
talked  of  there.  This  making  liim  ex- 
tremely curious  to  know  who  had  been 
his  informers,  he  took  an  opportunity, 
when  mofl  of  the  company  were  en- 
gaged at  play,  to  propofe  to  him  pafTing 
the  remainder  of  tlie  evening  together 
at  a  tavern;  to  wliicii  the  other  readi- 
ly agreed,  and  they  immediately  ad- 
journed. 

They  had  no  fooner  feated  themfVlves,. 
than  Jemmy  renewed  the  converfation 
which  had  been  interrupted  in  the 
Long-Room,  and  defired  his  friend,  in 
the  mofl  earned  terms,  to  let  him  know 
by  whom,  and  in  what  manner,  he  had 
been  told  fo  wild  and  fo  improbable  a 
flory  as  that  of  his  breaking  off  with 
Alifs  JefTamy,  and  making  hisaddrefles 
lo  Mifs  Chit. 

'  Faith,  my  dear  JefTamy,'  replied 
the  other,  '  I  am  afraid  I  fhall  be  able 

«  to 
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*  to  give  ycu  but  little  fatisfaftion  in 

*  this  point.    I  think  that  ihe  fiilt  time 

*  I  ever  heard  any  thing  of  it  was  at 

*  White's   Chocolate  H'Jiife,    the   (J;;y 

*  before  I  left  London  ;   but  there  be- 
'  ing  a  go^'cl  deal  of  company,  I  cannot 

*  for  my  fool  recoileft  whst  ger.ik man 
'  began   the  difcouife,  though  1  know 

*  I  was  a  good  deal  l\iipiized  at  it,  re- 
«   niembeiing  that  I  heard  you  exprefs 

*  fonie  uneafinefs  that  your  affairs   in 

*  town   would    not   permit  you  to  ac- 

*  «onip?ny   me  to   Bath;    where,    you 

*  then  faid,  the  beft  part  of  yourfelf,' 
meaning  Mifs  Jeffamy,   *  was  already 

*  gone.      1  mult  confci's,'contiiiurd  he, 

*  that  mv  jjiirney,  and  one  aftnir  or 
'   otherof  my  own,  put  this  intelligence 

*  cjuite  out  of  iny  head,  till,  on  my 
'  coming  hither,   I   found  it  the  dif- 

*  courfe    of  alinoft   all   the   tea-tables 

*  where  I  had  been ;  fome  condemning, 
'   others  excufing,  your  change  5   but 

*  every  one  agreeing  in  the  certainty  of 
'  the  faa.' 

Here  Jemmy  could  not  keep  hinifelf 
from  exprefF.ng  fome  ::!toniniment,that 
a  thing,  fo  utterly  without  the  ieall 
foundation  in  truth,  Ihould  be  able  to 
obtain  Aich  credit;  and, more  efpecially, 
that  it  fliould  already  have  reached  to 
I'uch  a  diltance  as  Bath. 

'  For  my  part,'  refumed  the  gentle- 
man, '  I  fee  nothing  llrange  in  all  this: 

*  a  Itory  ouce  raifed,  whether  true  or 
'   Tilfe,  immediately  fpreads  iticlf  like 

*  wild- fire,  and  runs  through  the  ears 
'  and  tongues  of  as  many  as  have  any 

*  «cquaintan.ce  with  the  j.>er!ons  con- 
'  cerned  in  it.     Do  you  not  know  what 

*  the  poet  tells  us? 

"  On  eagles  wingt  immortal  fcandals  fly." 

♦  Be  fides,'  faid  he,  '  Bath  is  the  fame 
'  thinp-  as  London  :  people  are  fo  per- 
'  petually  going  backwards  and  for- 
'  wards,  that  what  is  talked  on  in  one 

*  place  can  never  be  long  a  fecret  in  the 
'  other.  You  may  alfo  find  another 
'  .reafon  fur  the  propagation  of  tins  ru- 

*  niour:  you  cannot  fuppofe  th  't  e.ither 
'  yourfelf  or  Mifs  Jeflimy  are  fo  little 

*  known,  or  fo  indifferent  to  the  world, 
'  as  tliat  it  fhould  not  be  interciled  in 
'   v.'hatever  concerns  you.' 

This  compliment  v^as  loft  upon  Jem- 
my in  the  humour  he  was  in  at  pre.'ent: 
they  were  going  on,  however,  witii  fome 
farther  difcourfe  on  the  raiise  lubjeft. 


when  fomelhing  elfe  coming  that  in- 
flint  into  the  gentleman's  mind,  he 
afked  him  fuddenly  if  he  had  heard  any 
thing  of  the  hurly-burly  that  had  hap- 
pened in  the  houle  where  Mifs  Jeffaniy 
and  the  other  ladies  lodged;  to  which 
Jemmy  anCwered  in  the  negative,  and 
dtliied  to  know  of  what  nature. 

The  other  then  repeated  to  him  what 
he  had  heard  from  the  mouth  of  com- 
mon fame  ;  that  a  woman,  who  it  was 
faid  had  been  kept  by  Celandine,  and 
ran  mad  on  his  quitting  her,  had  at- 
tempted to  ftab  Mifs  Jc(f»mv;  that 
All .  Lovegrove  had  fcnt  him  a  chal- 
lenge on  that  young  lady's  account, 
which  he  rtfufed  to  accept;  but  that 
fome  biulte  happening  between  them 
afterwards,  they  were  both  carried  be- 
foiea  m-.igiltrate, where  Mr.  Lovegrove, 
being  proved  the  aggreflbr,  was  obliged 
to  give  bail  ;  and  the  other,  to  avoid 
being  pointed  at  for  a  coward,  v/ent  di- 
rectly out  of  town. 

'  Well,  but  the  occafion,  my  dear 

*  friend,"  cried  Jemmy  ha.lily;  <  how 
'  wiis    Celandine   anfwerable   for  the 

*  fury  of  his  forfakcn  iniltrefs  ?  Or,  if 
'  he  could  be  fb,  how  came  Loveorove, 

*  who  all  the  vv/oi  id  knows  courts  Lady 
'  Speck,  to  be  fo  warm  in  his  refent- 

*  nsent  on  the  account  of  any  other 
'  woman.'' — '  Indeed,'  replied  the 
other,  '  the  whole  affair  feems  to  me, 

*  and  to  all  I  have  heard  fpeak  cf  it,  as 
'  much  a  inyflery  as  it  can  be  to  your- 

*  felf :  I  can  only  tell  you  what  hap- 
'  pened ;  biit  as  to  tiie  why  and  tlie 
'  wherefore,  it  muft  be  left  to  time,  and 
'  the  parties  theinfelves,  to  unfold.' 

Jemmy's  impatience  to  know  every 
thing  relating  to  an  event  in  which  ha 
thought  liimierlf  fo  deeplv  interelled, 
made  liim  perfecute  his  friend  with  a 
thoufand  queltions,  vv'hich  were  altoge- 
ther unavailing,  as  the  other  had  it  not 
in  his  power  to  inform  him  in  any 
more  tiian  he  had  already  done.  .Hop- 
ing, however,  to  get  bctte.-  intelligence 
at  horne,  he  to>;k  leave  of  his  friend 
more  early  than  otherwife  he  would 
have  done  ;  yet  came  to  his  lodging  too 
]a\e  for  what  he  had  piopofed;  the 
gentlewoman  of  the  houfe  was  gone  to 
bed,  and  he  was  compelled  to  defer 
taking  any  meafures  for  the  fatisf  ic- 
tion  of  his  curiofity  till  the  next  day. 

In  the  morning,  the  miitrefs  of  ths 
houfe,  en  his  requefting  it,  drank  cho- 
colate with  him  in  his  own  apartment ; 

but, 
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but,  at  fiiil,  was  very  cautious  in  her 
replies  to  the  interrogatories  he  put  to 
her;  till  finding  he  was  already  in- 
formed of  the  quarrel  between  Mr. 
Lpvegrove  and  Celandine,  and  alfo  on 
whofe  accour^  it  happened,  fhe  made 
no  fcruple  of  relating  to  hinn  all  fhe 
knew  of  the  tranfaction  of  the  garden, 
and  the  danger  Mi*"s  Jeffamy  had  been 
in  from  the  jealous  rage  of  Mrs. 
M . 

Let  any  on",  who  is  truly  a  lover, 
judge  how  much  Jemmy  mult  belhcck- 
ed  on  hearing  the  double  danger  to 
■which  his  millreTs  had  been  expoled  ; 
and,  as  he  doubted  not  but  bis  piefence 
would  have  fecured  her  from  meeting 
either  with  the  one  or  the  other  of  thefe 
infults,  he  feyeifly  condemned  himfelf 
for  having  fuffered  any  thing  to  keep 
him  from  her.  He  met  with  fcvsral  of 
his  acquaintance  here,  who  would  fain 
have  detained  him  among  them  during 
the  remainder  of  the  fcafon  :  but  all 
the  perfualions  in  the  world  would  not 
now  iiave  prevailed  upon  him  to  (lay  a 
moment  longer  than  he  could  con- 
veniently depart. 

By  way  of  atonement  for  the  vexa- 
tion, and  perhaps  the  flights  Jenny 
might  have  fuftained  through  the  re- 
port of  his  infidelity,  he  relblved  to 
Ihewthat  he  came  to  Bath  only  for  her 
fake,  and  that  neither  the  place  nor 
company  had  any  charms  for  him  now 
Ihe  was  gone.  Accordingly  he  let  out 
for  London,  after  giving  one  day's  lelt 
to  his  fervant,  who,  as  he  had  wrote  to 
Jenny,  was  very  much  hurt  by  a  fall  he 
had  received  in  the  journey  thithej-. 


CHAP.    V. 

DISPLAYS  LOVE  IN  COLOURS  VERY 
DIFFERENT  FROM  THOSE  IN 
WHICH  THAT  PASSION  GENE- 
RALLY APPEARS,  AND  SEEMS 
CALCULATED  CHIEFLY  FOR  THE 
ENTERTAINMENT  OF  THE  YOUNG 
AND  FAIR^  LCT  WI^L  SCARCELY 
BE  DISPLI  ASiNG  TC  SUCH  AS  ARE 
NOT  SO;  WITH  THIS  PROVISO, 
THAT  THEY  HAVE  NO  SHARE  OF 
ENVY  IN  THEIR  COMPOSITION. 

NOT  the  fybiis  of  antiquity,  nor 
thole  enthufi.ills  who  mounted 
the  hallowed  tripod,  more  miltotk  for 
the  inTpiration  of  their  fifliiious  deity 


the  phrenzy  of  their  ovrn  healed  imagj. 
nations,  or  were  more  deceived  them- 
felves,  or  capable  of  deceiving  others, 
than  thofe  lovers  are  who  dignify  with 
the  facred  name  of  a  pure  and  virtuous 
affe6\ion  that  paffion  which  is  excited 
merely  by  beauty  and  the  difference  of 
fex. 

I  have  heard  of  fome  ladies  of  that 
romantick  turn  of  mind,  as  not  to  be 
convincedof  their  lovers  fincerity  with- 
out the  moft  fatal  proofs,  and  have 
taken  in  good  earned  what  the  humo- 
rous poet  only  meant  in  ridicule— 

'   He  tliat  v/ill  hang  or  beat  out's  brains, 
*  The  devil's  in  him  if  he  feigns.' 

But  though  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  far 
the  greater  number  are  of  a  more  rea- 
fonable  way  of  thinking,  yet  I  am  afraid 
that,  even  among  fome  of  thele,  the 
hero  of  this  hiftory  will  be  looked  upon 
as  no  more  than  a  half  lover  at  the  beft. 
He  could  be  perfeftly  eafy  and  gay  out 
of  Jenny's  company;  nay,  and  what 
is  Itfs  to  be  forgiven,  amufe  the  hours 
of  abfcncefrom  her  in  an  amorous  con- 
verfation  with  other  women,  when  with 
her  he  has  hitherto  difcovered  none  of 
thofe  impatiences,  thole  alternate  hopes 
and  fears,  thofe  extravagances,  which 
men  fo  frequently  put  in  praflice,  and 
which  their  miftrefles  are  apt  to  take  as 
the  mcfl:  certain  indications  of  a  true 
and  ardent  pafiion.  Yet,  in  fpite  of 
thefe  deficiencies,  omilTions,  commif- 
fions,  and  other  commilfions  againft  the 
god  of  love,  I  doubt  not  to  bring  him, 
by  degrees,  into  the  good  graces  of  the 
moft  imperious,  vain,  and  tyrannick,  of 
my  fair  readers. 

It  will  appear  that  he  loved  the  ob- 
jciSl  of  his  honourable  flame  much  more 
than  he  knew  he  did  himfelf:  he  had 
never  been  fenfible  of  the  lead  jealoufy 
on  her  account ;  nor,  indeed,  had  taken 
much  pains  to  prevent  that  paflion 
from  laying  liold  on  her;  yet  no  fooner 
had  he  reafon  to  believe  flie  was  ac- 
quainted with  the  ftory  of  his  falftiood, 
than  he  felt  all  ilie  pangs  which  he  fup- 
pofed  had  feized  her  heart  en  receiving 
a  /hock  fo  unexpefled. 

What  was  wanting  in  the  violence 
of  that  paflion  he  had  for  her,  was 
abur.daritly  made  up  with  tendernefs  : 
he  trtmbli-d  not  for  himfelf,  but  her; 
confcious  of  his  innocence,  he  had  no 
caufe  to  dread  the  reproaches  fl^e  might 

meet 
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meet  him  with  ;  but  was  ready  to  fir.lc 
under  the  apprehenhons  of  what  (he 
endured  till  he  was  fully  cleared  of  this 
unjuft  accnfation. 

It  was  now  that  he  firft  began  to  feel 
that  burning  impatience  to  be  with  her 
which  all  lovers  pretend  to  have  :  it 
was  not  that  he  fo  much  languilhed  to 
feaft  his  eyes  upon  her  beauties,  or  his 
ears  with  her  wit  and  engaging  con- 
verfation,  though  both  had  charms  for 
him  preferable  to  thofe  of  any  other 
woman  in  the  world  ;  but  it  was  to 
eafe  her  of  all  fufpenfe,  in  regard  to  his 
integrity;  and  convince  her,  by  the 
moft  unqueftionable  integrity,  that  he 
was  incapable  of  love  for  any  but  her- 
felf.  Let  thediicreet  and  judging  part 
of  womankind  fpeak  their  opinion  of  a 
lover  fuch  as  this  ;  and,  I  believe,  Jem- 
my himCelf  might  fafely  appeal  to  the 
verdi6l  they  would  give. 

The  freedom  v;ith  which,  from  their 
infancy,  they  had  been  accuftomed  to 
converfe  together,  abolirtiedali  manner 
of  ceremony  between  them  ;  but,  had 
more  been  required,  Jemmy's  eager- 
iiel's  to  fee  her  would  not  luive  permit- 
ted him  to  makeufeof  it  at  this  time:  he 
ordered  the  poftiliou  to  diive  direflly 
to  the  houfe  where  flie  was  lodged,  and 
without  going  home,  or  having  any 
thoughts  of  changing  his  travelling 
tlrefs,  flew  up  ftairs,  nor  even  waited 
till  a  fervant  fhould  apprize  her  of  his 
arrival.  This,  however,  being  the  day 
on  which  his  letter  had  made  lierexptcl 
liis  coining,  fiie  had  taken  care  to  be  at 
home  and  alone,  judging  it  improper 
there  (hould  be  any  witncires  of  a  con- 
vcrlation  which  (lie  knew  not  but  might 
be  of  too  much  importance  to  be  di- 
vulged. 

On  feeing  him  enter  the  room,  (lie 
rofe  haflily  from  her  feat,  and  received 
the  embrace  he  gave  her  with  the  fame 
fweetncfs  and  obliging  air  with  which 
(lie  had  always  treateil  him.   '  My  dear, 

*  dear  Jenny,'  cried  he,  throwing  him - 
felf  a  fecond  time  upon    her  bofom, 

how  many  difappointments  have  I 
fufFered  before  I  could  attain  the  blef- 
fingl  now  enjoy!' — '  I  (liould  have 
(hared  with  you  in  thofe  difappoint- 
ments,' anfwered  (he,  fmiiing,  '  if  I 
'  had  not  been  allured  that  whatever 
'  pleafures  you   miffed  the  enjoyment 

*  of  at  Bath,  were  very  well  atoned  for 

*  by  others  that  you  met  with  in  Lon- 

*  don.-—'  Cruel  farcafm!"  rejoin^ed  he, 


looking  earneftly  on  her  face;  '  could 

*  1  have  expected  it  from  a  mouth  fo 

*  m»»ch   ufed   to  foftnefs  ?  If  to   have 

*  been  detained  from  the  prefence  of 
'all  my  foul  holds  dear;  if  to  have 
'  been  involved  in  affairs  to  wliich  my 

*  nature  is  the  moft  averfe;  if  to  have 
'  been  afperfed,  fcandalized,  doubly 
'  wounded  in  my  love  and  honour  by 
<  a  villainous  report;  it  thefe  are  plea- 
'  fures,  I  have  indeed  met  with  enough 
'  to  gratify  the  fpleen  of  my  worftene- 
'  mies,  but  would,  methinks,  excite  my 
'  Jenny's  pity.' 

'  One  cannot  rightly  pity,'  replied 
file,  more  feriouily,  '  what  one  is  not 
perfe6lly  acquainted  with:  you  may, 
perhaps,  have  had  fome  embarrafs- 
menis  which  you  did  not  tiiink  pro- 
per to  communicate  to  me,  and  I  was 
loth  to  depend  too  much  on  what  I 
heard  from  others.' — '  The  lefs  you 
have  depended,  the  more  gem^rous 
you  are,  and  the  more  fortiinate  I  am. 
I  need  not  alk  what  it  is  you  mean  j 
I  know  you  have  been  told,  that  I 
am  inconftant,  peifidious;  that,  in- 
fenfible  to  your  merits,  and  the  hap- 
pinefs  ordained  fcr  me  by  the  beftof 
fathers,  I  iiave  bafely  transferred  my 
vows  and  affections  to  another. 
*  This  ftory,'  continued  he,  per- 
:eiving  fiie  was  filent,  *  fail'e  and  ab- 
furd  as  in  itfelf  it  is,  has  not  only 
gained  ftrange  credit  here,  but  I  find 
has  alfo  been  carried  down  to  Bath, 
and  cannot  have  efcaped  your  ears. 
I  hope  you  know  your  Jemmy  better 
than  to  imagine  there  was  even  a  pof- 
fibility  of  there  being  the  leaft  truth 
in  it ;  yet  the  uneafmefs  you  may 
have  felt  through  the  regard  for  me, 
in  finding  it  believed  by  others,  lias 
given  me  a  mortification  beyond  what 
I  am  able  to  exprefs.' 
«  Much  pains  has,  indeed,  been  tak- 
en,' replied  Jenny,  '  to  perfuade  both 
myfelf  and  friends,  that  you  no  long- 
er thought  me  worthy  of  your  affec- 
tion, and  vi^ere  weary  of  the  engage- 
ments made  for  us  by  our  parents  ; 
but  I  alfurc  you,  that  I  never  g3ve 
the  lead  credit  to  any  infinuations  of 
this  kind,  tliough  made  in  the  moft 
fpecious  rrianner  imaginable.' 
She  was  going  on,  but  Jemmy  could 
not  forbear  interrupting  her,  by  catch- 
ing her  in  his  arms,  and  teftifying  by 
that  action,  as  well  as  by  the  moft  i  ap- 
turous  exprtflions,  the  grateful  fcnfe 
X  he 
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he  had  of  the  juftice  (lie  had  done  him. 
After  having  indulged  him  for  Ibme 
moments — '  It  was  not,'  faid  (lie,  '+hat 
I  was  thus  tenacious  of  your  con- 
ftancy  through  any  vanity  of  my  own 
merits,  but  through  a  perfect  con(i- 
dence  in  the  fincerity  of  your  heart: 
I  was  far  from  thinking  it  impo(ribIe 
that  you  could  ceafe  to  love  me,  but 
then  1  alfo  thought  it  inipofllble  that 
you  would  not  at  the  fame  time  ceafe 
all  profe(rionsof  it;  I  always  believ- 
ed you  incapable  of  deceit,  and  there- 
fore could  not  give  credit  to  your 
change  of  fentiments  in  refpecl  to  me, 
while  you  continued  to  affuve  me  they 
were  the  fameas  ever.' — '  Charming, 
angelick  creature!'  cried  he,  feizing 
her  a  fecond  time,  and  pre(ring  her 
with  the  extremeft  tendernefs  to  his 
breaft— '  How  beyond  all  defcription 

*  villainous,  as  well  as  (tupid,  mu(tb« 

*  the  man,  who  could  wrong  fuch  ex- 

*  celling  fweetnefs,  fuch  unparalleled 

*  goodnefs!' 

Jenny  then  told  him,  that  v^hoever 
had  propagated  this  report,  muft  cer- 
tainly be  greatly  interefted  in  having 
it  believed,  fince  fuch  uncommon  me- 
thods had  been  taken  for  that  purpofe 
— *  As  you  will  prefently  be  convinced 

*  by  what  I  have  to  (hew  you.'  In 
fpeaking  thefe  words,  (lie  ran  haftily  to 
a  little  cabinet,  and  having  taken  thence 
the  letter  which  had  been  fent  to  La- 
dy Speck  at  Bath,  and  that  other  which 
(he  had  received  herfclf  fince  her  com- 
ing to  town  from  a  pretended  rival,  put 
them  both  into  his  hands,  and  defired 
him  to  perufe  them. 

Jemmy  read  them  over  with  an  equal 
mixture  of  rage  and  aftoni(hment.  He 
now  plainly  faw,  that  to  break  the 
union  between  him  and  Jenny  muft 
have  been  a  thing  contrived  by  fome 
perfon  who  was  an  enemy  to  both,  and 
could  not  proceed  merely  from  the  va- 
nity of  Mifs  Chit,  in  imagining  him 
luer  lover;  much  lels  could  he  think  it 
pofiible  that  any  woman  was  capable 
of  railing  fuch  a  report  for  the  fake  of 
revenge,  againft  a  man  for  not  loving 
her,  who  had  never  pretended  to  do  (b. 
He  repeated  to  Jenny,  without  the  leaft 
referve,  the  motive  of  his  being  at  firft 
introduced  to  that  young  lady's  ac- 
quaintance, and  of  the  viiits  he  conti- 
nued to  make  at  her  houfe,  till  he  was 
informed  by  Mr.  Morgan  what  the 
wc?rld  faid  of  it  J  prgtciled,  as  he  might 


do  with  the  greateft  veracity,  that  he 
never  had  the  leaft  thought  of  making 
an  amorous  addrefs  to  her  on  any  fcore 
whatever. 

They  were  ftill  upon  this  topick,and 
endeavouring, by  various  conje6lures,to 
fathom  the  bottom  of  an  a(Fair  which 
feemed  fo  myfterious  to  both  of  them, 
when  a  lervant  came  into  the  room  to 
lay  the  cloth,  Jenny  having  ordered 
fupper  (hould  be  ferveti  up  that  night  in 
her  own  chamber.  This  changed  the 
fubjeft  of  their  entertainment  for  the 
prelent;  but  the  bufincfs  of  the  table 
was  no  fooner  over,  than  more  and 
greater  matters  came  upon  the  carpet. 


CHAP.     VI. 

WILL  BE  FOUND  YET  MORE  AF- 
FECTING THAN  THE  FORMER, 
UNLESS  THE  READER  IS  AS  DULL 
AS, PERHAPS,  HE  MAY  THINK  THE 
AUTHOR. 

WHEN  our  lovers  had  regained 
the  opportunity  of  communi- 
cating freely  to  each  other  all  that  their 
minds  were  charged  with,  Jemmy,  who 
had  thought  a  good  deal  of  what  had 
been  told  him  concerning  the  infuhs 
Jenny  had  received  from  Celandine  and 
his  outrageous  miftrefs,  began  to  tefti- 
fy  a  defire  of  being  fully  informed  cf 
the  particulars  of  an  adventure  he  had 
heard  but  an  imperfeft  account  of  at 
Bath. 

Jenny  hefitated  not  to  comply  with 
his  requeft;  but  though  (he expatiated, 
with  all  the  wit  and  latire  (he  was  mif- 
trefs of,  on  Celandine's  behaviour  in 
regard  to  the  challenge  fent  him  by  Mr. 
Lovegrove,  yet  (he  took  care  to  avoid 
fetting  his  impertinence  towards  her- 
felf  in  fo  bad  a  light  as  (he  might  have 
done,  and  it  indeed  deferved.  Never 
had  this  young  lady  given  a  greater 
demonftration  of  her  prudence,  than  in 
thus  (hadowing  over,  as  much  as  truth 
would  permit,  the  infolence  of  Celan- 
dine: (he  ccnfidered,  that  it  was  not 
unlikely  that  Jemmy  might  fome  time 
or  other  meet  him,  and  think  himfelf 
obliged  to  call  him  to  a  fevere  account, 
for  an  affront  offered  to  the  woman 
whom  it  was  fo  publickly  known  he 
was  about  to  marry. 

She  foon  found   how  necelfary  had 
been  the  precayiion   (lie  had    taken; 
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Jemmy  flew  into  the  extremeft  rage  at 
the  piefumption  of  Celandine,  even  on 
hearing  it  in  the  manner  (he  recited  it; 
and  (he  was  obliged,  before  ftie  could 
brine  him  to  any  degree  of  moderation, 
toremind  him,  that  all  the  aftions  of  fo 
egregious  a  coxcomb  proceeded  more 
from  folly  than  defign,  and  merited  ra- 
ther contempt  than  indignation  from  a 
man  of  fenfe. 

'  You  fee,  my  dear  Jenny,'  faid  he, 
'  how  many  inconveniences  have  at- 

*  tended  the  protraflion  of  our  mar- 

*  riage  fo    much  beyond   the  time  in 

*  which   it  was  expected  to  have  been 

*  confummated:    for    Heaven's    fake, 

*  therefore,  let  us  put  an  end  to  the 

*  fufpence   that  every   one   is   in,  and 

*  convince    the  world  that  we  indeed 

*  are  born  only  for  each  other.' 

'  Could  you  refolve,'  cried  (lie,  with 
an  air  which  had  fomething  very  mean- 
ing in  it,  '  to  renounce  all  the  joys  of 

*  an  unhoufed condition,  asOtwaycallt 

*  a  iingle  life,  and  give  up  your  liberty 
'  before  fully  fatisfied  with  the  fweets 

*  you  men  find  in  it?  How  would  it 

*  found  at  Mrs.  Comode's,  that  Mr. 

*  Jeflamy  was  become  a  hufband  ?'— 

*  Mrs.Comode!'  repeated  he.  She  made 
no  anfwer  prefently,  but  went  again  to 
her  cabinet  to  fetch  the  letter  he  had 
intended  for  Lady  Hardy,  and  put  it 
open  into  his  hands.     '  How  would 

*  marriage,  my  dear  JelTamy,'  refum- 
ed  flie,  *  agree   with  the  promife  you 

*  made  in  this,  of  coming  to  the  arms 

*  of  the  kind  iTie  to  whom  you  wrote 

*  it,  with  a  heart  entirely  unincuniber- 

*  ed  with  any  cares  butthofeof  pleafing 

*  her?' 

The  confternation  he  was  in  at  this 
fight  is  utterly  impoffible  to  be  defcrib- 
ed;  but  recovering  himfelf  from  it  as 
well  as  he  could — '  Before  I  make  any 

*  attempt,'  faid  he,  '  either  to  excufe 

*  or  jufiify  my  condufi  in  this  point, 
'  tell   me,    I    lonjure   you,    by   what 

*  means  this  letter  came  into  your  pof- 
«  fe(rion.' 

•  You  need  but  turn  the  paper,'  an- 
fwered    the,    *   and  the   fuperfcription 

*  will  inform  you.'  He  did  fo,  and 
finding  it — '  To  Mifs  JefTamy  at  Bath,' 
inftantly  difcovered  the  miftake  he  had 
committed,  and  cried  out  in  the  greateft 
confulion — '  Good  God!  how  juftlyis 

*  my  folly  puni(hed!'  then  turning  to 
Jenny — '  yet  when  known,'  contina- 
«d  he,  <  by  how  cdd  an  accident  Z  was 


*  betrayed  into  this  error,  you  will,  I 

*  am  fure,  forgive  me.' 

«  I  will  know  nothing  farther  of  this 
'  matter,'  replied  Jenny,  *  nor  (hall  I 
'  ever  think  of  it  hereafter;  all  I  defire 
'  is,  that,  when  we  marry,  you  will  ei- 

*  ther  have  no  amours,  or  be  morecau- 
'  tious  in  concealing  them:  and,  inre- 
'  turn,  I  promife  never  to  examine  intp 
'  your  condu6l ;   to   fend  no  fpies  to. 

*  watch  your  motions;  to  liften  to  no 
'  tales  that  may  be  brouglit  me;  nor 
'  by  any  methods  whatever  endeavour 

*  to  difcover  more  than  you  would  have 
'  me.' 

'  Generous  creature!'  rejoined  he, 
ki(ring  her  hand;  ♦  yet  permit  me  to  af- 

*  fure  you,  by  all  my  hopes  of  happi- 

*  nefs,  that  the  fault  I  am  now  deteft- 
'  ed  in  was  never  eagerly  purfued  by 
'  me;  that  it  was  only  an  intention; 

*  did  not  proceed  to  fwerve,  even  in 
'  thought,  from  the  fidelity  I  owe  my 
'  dear  forgiving  Jenny.' 

♦  Make  no  vows  on  this  laft  head,  I 

*  befeech  you,'  faid  (he;  *  I  have  heard 
'  people  much  older,  and  more  experi- 

*  enced  than  ourfelves,  fay,  that    the 

*  furetf  wav  to  do  a  thing  is  to  refolve 

*  againft  it.  Belides,  my  dear  Jemmy,' 
added  (he,  with  the  molt  engaging 
fprightlinefs,  '  I  (hall  not  be  fo  unrca- 
'  fonable  to  expert  more  conif  ancy  from 

*  you,  than  human  nature  and   your 

*  conltitution  will  allow;  and  if  you 
'  are  as  good  as  you  can,  may  very  well 
'  content  myfelf  with  your  endeavours 

*  to  be  better.' 

What  fo  much  gains  upon  the  foul 
as  to  meet  endearments  where  we  ex- 
pe6led  only  reproaches?  according  to 
the  words  of  a  late  honourable  author,- 

*  Kindnffs  has  refiftlefs  charms, 

*  All  things  elfe  but  faintly  warms; 

*  It  gilds  the  lover's  fervile  chain, 

'  And  makes  the  (lave  growpleas'd  and  vala.' 

To  find  Jenny  thus  turning  into 
pleafantry  what  would  have  made  other 
women  fwell  into  a  (lorin  of  rage  and 
jealoufy,  tranfported  Jemmy  almoft  be- 
yond himfelf;  bethought  (he was  fome- 
what  fnperior  to  mortality,  and  half  di- 
vine, and  afcribed  to  her  whatMr.  Ad- 
difon  makes  Juba  fay  of  Cato's  daugh- 
ter : 

*  The  virtuous  Marcia  tow'rs  above  her  feic; 

*  Tuie,  (hs  is  fair,  O  how  divinely  fair ! 

X  *  <  Bat 


164 


JEMMY    AND    JENNY    JESSAMY. 


*  But  then  the  lovely   maid  improves   her 

♦  charms, 

*  With  wifflom,  modefty,  good-nature, 

*  And  fan6lity  of  manners.'-     ,■' 


In  tiie  exuberance  of  his  prefent  ad- 
miration, he  gave  lier  I'uch  praifes,  as 
not  being  able  to  endure  the  hearing, 
fhe  put  her  hand  before  his  mouth  to 
filence — '  Hold,  Jemmy,' faid  fhe;  *  you 

*  cannot  entertain   me  with  any  thing 

*  lefsagieeablethan  encomiums, which, 

*  thank  Heaven,  I  am  not  lb  filly  as  to 

*  iinagine   I  deferve.     If  you   would 

*  oblige  me,  let  us  change  the  conver- 

*  fation." — '  Oh,  Jenny:  Jenny!'  cried 
he,  fending  forth  a  tender  figh  between 
every  repetition  of  her  name,  *  How  is 

*  it  pofTible  for  me  to  think  or  fpeak  of 
any  thing  but  your  tranfcendentgood- 


*  nefs,  and  my  own  unworthinefs!' 
In  pronouncing  thefe  laft  words  he 

fixed  his  eyes  upon  the  letter  which 
had  given  him  fo  much  confufion,  and 
he  had  thrown  upon  the  table  after 
having  fecrn  what  it  was.  Jenny  per- 
ceiving on  what  !iis  looks  were  bent, 
fnatched  it  hadily  away,  and  running 
to  a  candle,  let  it  immediately  on  fire. 

*  This  ttftimony  of  your  fault,'  faid 
fhe,  *  fliall  no  more  rile  upagainft  you  j 

*  and,  as  ii  conAimes,  may  all  remem- 

*  brance  of  it  forever  be extingiiifhed!' 
The  heart  ot  Jemmy  was  lb  much 

overwhelmed  with  love  and  gratitude 
at  this  aftion,  and  the  words  that  ac- 
companied it,  that  he  could  not  retrain 
the  molt  extravagant  demonltrations  of 
what  he  felt;  he  threw  himfelf  at  her 
feet,  and  embraced  herknees  with  tran- 
fports  not  to  be  defcribed,  nor  even  by 
himfelf  exprefied. 

It  was  with  a  great  deal  of  difficulty 
that  (he  made  him  rife  from  the  pofture 
he  was  in,  and  much  more  that  fhe  pre- 
vailed on  him  to  talk  no  more  on  this 
affair;  to  v/hich,  on  whatever  topick  (he 
began,  he  would  ftill  return. 

The  time  paffed  fo  fwiftly,  as  well 
as  fweetly,  in  this  tender  intercourfe, 
that  the  lovers  never  fo  much  as  thought 
on  hourSj  nor  once  looked  upon  their 
watches,  till  the  fonorous  guardian  of 
the  night,  with  his  ufual  folemnity, 
thundered    in  their   tars — *  Paft   two 

*  o'clock.' 

It  was  now  that  Jemmy  firft  reflefl- 
ed  how  much  he  had  tranfgrelfed  on  his 
dear  miltiels's  repofe,and  thertfore  pre- 


pared  to  take  an  unwilling  leave;  but 
Ihe  would  not  fuffer  him  to  go,  till  her 
feivant,  none  of  his  own  being  tlitre, 
had  got  a  chair  for  him;  which  being 
brouglit,  they  embraced,  kified,  and 
parted;  the  behaviour  of  each  to  the 
other  having  imprinted  a  mutual  fatis- 
faflion  in  tiieir  minds,  greater  than  ever 
either  of  them  had  before  experienced. 


CHAP.     VII. 

IS  VERY  CONCISE,  AND  PRESENTS 
THE  READER  ONLY  WITH  SOME 
FEW  PASSAGES,  BY'  WAY  Or  A 
PREPARATIVE  FOR  EVENTS 

SHORTLY  TO  ENSUE,  OF  AN  IN- 
FINITELY FAR  GREATER  CONSE- 
QUENCE. 

THE  good-natured  reader  muft 
certainly  be  pleafed  to  find,  that 
all  the  biife  artifices  of  Bellpine  were 
fo  entirely  frull^rated ;  that  all  his  en- 
deavours to  difiblve  the  union  between 
the  lovers  had  only  ferved  to  cement  it 
the  more  firmly;  that  they  were  now  in 
a  fair  way  of  being  as  h;ii)py  as  could 
be  wiflied;  and  that  the  ungenerous  con- 
triver of  the  plots  againftthem  had  the 
mortification  to  fee  all  his  labour  had 
been  thrown  away. 

He  could  not,  indeed,  any  longer  flat- 
ter himfelf  with  the  leaft  hopes  of  fuc- 
cefs ;  the  laft  converfation  he  had  with 
Jemm.y  before  he  went  to  Bath,  and  that 
he  now  had  with  Jenny  on  her  airival 
from  that  place,  convinced  him  that 
neither  the  one  nor  the  other  were  to  be 
wrought  upon  by  any  projects  he  could 
frame.  Befides  the  difappointment  of 
thofe  vain  hopes  he  had  entertained  of 
becoming  one  day  the  mailer  of  Jer.ny's 
perfon  and  fortune,  it  vexed  him  to  ihe 
heart  to  have  loft  himfelf  in  the  good 
graces  of  Mifs  Chit;  not  that  he  had 
any  regard  for  heron  her  own  account, 
but  becaufe,  as  has  been  already  ob- 
ferved,  he  was  foliciting  for  an  employ- 
ment at  court,  where  he  knew  that 
young  lady  had  a  very  great  intereft-. 
He  had  never  been  to  vifit  her  fince  the 
concert,  when,  as  the  reader  may  re- 
member, fhe  bad  given  him  a  rebuff 
which  might  well  make  him  fearful  of 
approaching  her  again,  without  fome 
more  plaufible  pretence  than  it  was  in 
his  power  to  make,  to  cover  the  occa- 
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(ion  he  had  given  her  of  offence.  It  il-  themfelves  on  the  fame  fsat;  they  took 

fo  fell  out,  very  unluckily  for  him,  that  no  other  notice  of  her  than  the  compli- 

juft  at  this  time  the  poft  he  was  endea-  ment  of — '  By   your  leave,   Madamj'* 

vourin<T    to    procure  happened  in   the  nor  did  fhe  much  regard  the  near  neigh- 

difpofal  of  a  certain  great  perfon,  who,  bourhood   of    them,  as    their  age  and 

it  was  fliid,  was  too  nearly   allied   to  gravity  defended  hei'  from  the  feirs  of 

Mifs  Chit  to  have  refnfed  her  any  thing  being  treated  by  them  with  any  of  thofe 

Ihe  aflced;  well,  therefore,  might  he  be  impertinences  0)e  might  have  had  rea. 


chagrined  at  having,  by  a  foolifh 
fcheme,  incurred  the  difpleafure  of  one 
fo  able,  and  whom  he  had  reafon  to  be- 
lieve would  otherwife  have  been  fo 
ready  to  (erve  him. 

Mils  Chit  had,  indeed,  a  great  deal 
of  p-ot>d  nature,  and  an  inclination  to 
afford  all  the  aflTiftance  in  her  power 
to  any  one  who  fhe  thought  either  want- 
ed or  deferved  it;  Ihc  had  been  acquaint- 
ed witliBellpinefora  confiderable  time, 
had  looked  upon  him  as  a  very  face- 
tious tea-table  vifitor,  and  he  had  not 
deceived  himfelf  in  believing  fhe  would 
have  exerted  her  whole  intereft  in  his 
favour. 

Bui  all  the  good-will  fhe  once  had 
for  him  was  now  juftly  converted  into 
an  adequate  refentment;  (he  was  gay 
and  fii?hty,  but  wanted  not  under- 
derftanding;  fne  plainly  fawhehadim- 
pofed  upon  her  on  Mr.  Jeffamy's  ac- 
count, by  the  anfwer  that  gentleman 
had  fent  to  her  card  of  invitation;  and 
as  (he  was  not  able  to  conceive  with 
what  delign  he  had  made  her  the  dupe, 
it  gave  her  the  more  difquiet,  and 
dwelt  the  longer  on  her  mind.  She 
likewife  found  he  had  told  the  fame 
ftory  he  had  done  to  herfelf  to  feveral 
of  her  friends,  who  were  continually 
teazing  her  with  one  queition  or  ano- 
ther concerning  this  imaginary  lover; 
nor  could  all  her  proteftations  that  (lie 
knew  nothing  of  the  matter,  pais  with 
any  of  them  for  more  than  maiden 
baihfulnefs. 

Ail  this  while,  however,  (he  knew 
not  iiow  much  fhe  fullered  in  the  opi- 
nion of  fome  people,  till  a  pretty  ex- 
traordinary chance  difcovered  it  to  her. 
On  account  of  fome  apprehenlions  of 
an  inward  decay,  (he  had  been  advifed 
to  drink  milk  warm  from  the  cow,  with 
conferve  of  roles;  and,  in  compliance 
with  this  recipe,  went  every  morning 
into  the  Park,  and  fat  upon  a  bench 
while  her  maid  prepared  the  dofe  fhe 
was  to  take. 

It  happened  that  at  one  of  thefe  times 
two  elderly  gentlemen  carr.e  and  placed 


fon  enough  to  expcit  from  the  more 
young  and  gay.  They  talked  only  of 
the  weather,  the  calamity  of  the  times, 
and  fuch  like  common  topicks  ofcon- 
verfation,  till  he  who  appeared  to  be 
fumcwha:  the  oldeft  of  the  '  vo,  (tarted 
up  on  a  fudden,  and  went  haltily  to- 
wards a  fuorman  who  he  (aw  p;ifl]ng 
along  on  the  other  fide  of  the  Mall. 
On  his  return — '  if  I  am  not  mif- 
taken,'  laid  his  friend,  '  the  perfon 
yon  have  been  fpeaking  to  belongs 
to  Mr.  Jeflamy.' — '-  Yes,'  replied  hej 
I  did  not  know  his  mafter  was  ia 
town;  butit  leemshe  came  laft  night.' 
— *    Are    you    acquainted   with    him, 

*  pray?'  — '  No  otherwife,'  faid  he, 
'  than  by  feeing  him  at  a  cofFee-houfe 

*  where  I  fometimes  go;  but  I  am  told 

*  he  is  a  very  accomplifhed  gentle- 
'  man.' — '  As  any  in  town,'  rejoined 
the    old    gentleman,    pretty    eagerly; 

*  and,  I  can  tell  you,  has  as  few  of  the 
'  vices  of  it.' 

Before  we  proceed  any  farther,  it  is 
highly  proper  to  inform  the  reader,  that 
the  perfon  who  fpoke  with  fo  much 
friendly  warmth,  was  no  other  than 
that  very  Mr.  Morgan  mentioned  ia 
the  nineteenth  chapter  of  the  fecond 
vokirne,  for  the  remarkable  conference 
he  had  with  Jemmy,  on  account  of  his 
fuppofed  infidelity  to  Jenny.  This 
heaity  well-wifher  of  Jemmy  was  about 
to  add  fomething  farther  in  his  praife, 
but  was  hindered  frum  doing  fo  at  that 
time  by  theotlier's  ("jying,  that  he  had 
heard  Ibme  talk,  of  the  match  between 
him  and  Mifs  JelHimy  being  broke  off, 
and  that  he  made  his  addrefles  at  prefent 
to  a  young  lady  called  Mifs  Chit. 
'  Noti.mg  in  it,  upon  my  word.  Sir,* 
replied  Mr.  Morgan,  a  little  peevifhlyj 
'  ail  an  idle  ftory,  raifed  by  tiie  vajn 
'  girl   heifelf.      I   heard   it   too,    and 

*  1  believe  was  the  firft  that  told 
'  him  of  it;   but  I  never  law  a  man  fo 

*  much    furprized    and   vexed.       She 

*  wanted  to  draw  him  in,  I  luppofet 
'   file  has  a  good  voice,  it  feems,  and 

*  plays  on  the  harpfichordj  he  made 

«  her 


166 


JEMMY    AND    JENNY    JESSAMY. 


*  her  fome  few  vifits  on  that  fccre,  and 

*  flie  was   fa  fiily  as  either  to  believe 

*  him  really  in  love  with  her.  or  to  en- 

*  deavour  to  make  others  believe  fo,  if 

*  ilie  couUi;  that  is  all,  upon  my  ho- 

*  nour,  Sir.' 

It  is  eafy  to  conceive  what  Mifs 
Chit  muft  feel  on  being  witnefs  of  this 
difcourfe.  On  hearing  Mr.  JefTimy 
TJaraed,  fne  had  fat  longer  than  elfe  fhc 
would  have  done,  out  of  mere  curiofity 
of  knowing  what  would  be  faidof  him, 
but  little  expected  to  hear  fuch  a  cha- 
rafler  of  herfelf:  (he  as  yet,  however, 
reftrained  thepafTion  (he  was  in,  and  Mr. 
Morgan  went  on — '  Thank.  Heaven, 

*  I  have  no   daughters,'  lefumed  hej 

*  formerly  a  young  maid  was  ready  to 

*  blufh  to  death  at  being  told  a  man  was 

*  in  love  with  her;  but  now,  forfooth, 

*  the  girls  are  as  proud  of  a  new  lover 
■•  as  they  are  of  a  new  fuitof  cloaths, 

*  and  want  as  much  to  (hew  it:  but, 

*  alack-a-day!  Mifs  Chit  quite  miffed 

*  her  mark   in  my  friend  Jeffamy;  he 

*  loves  mufick,  it  is  true;  but  is  not  to 

*  be  fung  or  played  out  of  his  fenles.' 
She  could  now  hold  out  no  longer. 

*  Do  you  know  this  Mifs  Chit,  Sir,' 
demanded  (he,  *  whom  you  fpeak  of  in 

*  this  contemptuous  manner  ?'—•  No, 

*  truly,  Madam,'  anfwered  he;  *  but 

*  if  I  did,   I  (hould  make  no  fcruple  to 

*  tell  her  my  mind  on  this  cccafion.' — 

*  If  you  had  theleaftacquaintance  with 

*  her,'  returned  ftie,  *  you  would  find 

*  ftie  flood  in  no  need  of  any  leflons  you 

*  could  give.      I  can  afi'ure  you  (lie  de- 

*  fpifes  the  thoughts  of  drawing  in  any 

*  man;    ftie    is  above   it :  and   as  for 

*  boa(ling  of  her  lovers,  has  too  many 

*  who  are  really  fuch,  forher  to  be  vain 

*  on  any  imaginary  f:ngie  one.'  With 
thefe  words  )!)£  quitted  the  bench;  and, 
cafting  a  difdainful  look  on  Mr.  Mor- 
gan, took  hold  of  her  maid's  arm,  and 
tripped  down  the  walk  with  the  utmoft 
precipitation. 

What  the  gentleman  faid  of  her  after 
'ihe  was  gone,  or  whether  Mr.  Morgan 
had  any  guels  that  (lie  was  the  perlon 
lie  had  been  fpeaking  of,  is  not  mate- 
rial; I  (hall  only  fay,  that  the  affronted 
lady  went  home  in  the  greateft  agita- 
tions; that  Ihe  wept,  laved,  curfed 
Bellpine  as  the  primary  caufe  of  all 
this,  and  at  laft  took  a  refolution  to  do 
Vihit  Will  prtfcntly  be  (hewn. 


CHAP.    viir. 

COXTAIN'S  A  MOST  EXTRAORDINA- 
RY, AS  WELL  AS  UNEXPECTED, 
TURN  IN  THE  LOVERS  AFFAIRS, 
NOT  FIT  TO  BE  READ  BY  THOSE 
WHO  HAVE  TENDER  HEARTS  OR 
WATERY   EYES. 

THE  joy  one  feels  on  being  for- 
slven  an  offence  which  one  re- 
pents,  and  is  heartily  afliamed  of,  can 
be  furpaffed  by  nothing  but  that  molt 
fublimc  fatisfaSion  which  muft  fiil  the 
mind  of  the  perfon  who  forgives.  Both 
our  lovers  were  equally  pleafed  with 
themfelves  and  with  each  otlier,  and 
there  wanted  but  one  thing  to  compleat 
the  felicity  of  either. 

As  for  Jenny,  it  cannot  be  fuppofed 
that  ibe  wilhed  a  f'upremer  happinefs  than 
what  (Ire  now  enjoyed,  in  a  fu]la(rurance 
of  the  affeftion  and  fincerity  of  her  dear 
Jemmy;  but  we  will  not  pretend  to  fay, 
that  his  defires  were  altogether  i'a  much 
circumfcribed.  He  thought  it  was 
new  high  time  to  fulfil  the  agreement 
made  between  their  parents,  and  the 
more  fo,  as  it  would  be  the  only  furc 
way  of  totally  filencing  the  prefent  in- 
vidious report,  and  of  preventing  all 
others  of  the  like  nature  from  being 
propagated  hereafter.  This  la(t,  he 
thought,  would  be  a  prevailing  motive 
with  her,  and  therefore  relblved  to  omit 
neither  that  nor  any  other  argument, 
which  all  the  love  and  wit  he  was  mafter 
of  could  furnidi  him  with,  to  gain  her 
confent  to  a  fpeedy  celebration  of  their 
nuptials. 

The  pleafing  contemplations  on  Jen- 
ny's behaviour  towards  him  the  evening 
before,  her  thoufand  amiable  qualities, 
and  the  idea  of  that  happinefs  he  hoped 
(liortly  to  be  in  full  pofllfrion  of,  kept 
him  in  bed  fomewhat  longer  than  was 
his  cuftom;  but  he  was  no  fooner  up 
and  dreifed,  than  he  ha(ted  to  the  apart- 
ment of  that  dear  miftrefs,  who  had 
been  the  fole  obje£>  both  of  his  dreams 
and  waking  thoughts. 

He  found  Mifs  Wingman  with  her, 
but  was  not  forry  he  did  fo;  for  as  he 
knew  that  lady  was  acquainted  with  the 
(fory  of  his  imaginary  fal(hood,  by  the 
litter  which  had  been  lent  to  Lady 

Speck, 
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Speck,  he  made  no  fcruple  of  faying  to 
Jenny  great  part  of  what  he  would  have 
done  had  (he  not  been  piefent;  nor  was 
Jenny  at  all  difpleafed  that  this  young 
lady  (hould  be  witnefs  how  little  foun- 
dation theie  was  for  the  reports  which 
had  been  fpread.  '  Indeed,  my  dear,' 
faid  Mifs  VVingman,  on  hearing  him 
piefs  the  completion  of  their  marriage, 
'   I  think  you  ought  not  to  refufe  coni- 

*  pliance   with   Mr.  JeiTamys  dsiiref, 

*  if  it  were  only  to  make  him  (bme 

*  amends  for  the  vexation  he  muft  have 
endured  in  the  late  fcandal  thrown 
upon  him.' — '  Firft,  be  generous 
yourfelf,  before  you  dittCk  others  to 
be  fo,'  replied  Jenny,  laughing.  '  Mr. 
JefTamy  cannot  have  fuffered  more, 

*  or  with  lefs  reafon,  than  Lord  Hunt- 

*  ley  has  done;   and  when  I  fee  you  in- 

*  ciined  to  make  a  reparation,  I  may 

*  perhaps  be  prevailed  upon  to  follow 

*  your  example.' 

*  I  do  not  know  how  foon  I  may  be 
'  obliged  to  it,'  refumed  that  lady; 
'  for  SirThomas  Welby  and  my  mam- 
'  ma  are  fo  aftiamed  and  concerned  at 
'  the  injury  they  have  done  my  lord  by 

*  their  unjuft  fufpicions,  that,  by  way 
'  of  atonement,  they  are  for  making  a 

*  prefentof  me  to  him,  almoft  whether 

*  I  will  or  not.' — '  Excellent,  i'faith!' 
cried  Jemmy;  *  you  are  caught,  my 
'  dear  Jenny,  and  have  made  a  pro- 

*  mife  without  knowing  you  did  lo  :  I 
'  Ihall,  however,  be  obliged  to  watch 

*  and  pray  for  Lord  Huntley's  happi- 
'  nefs,  as  I  find  my  own  fo  much  de- 

*  pends  upon  it.' 

They  went  on  in  the  fame  ftrain  of 
pleafantry  ail  the  time  Mils  Wingman 
(taidj  but  after  /he  was  gone.  Jemmy 
began  to  renew  his  fuit  with  more  fe- 
rioufnefs,  and  had  the  pleafure  to  find 
it  not  altogether  rejefted,  though  not 
immediately  complied  with. 

*  It  is  not  owing  to  the  want  of  af- 

*  fei£lion  for  you,'  faid  (he,  with  the 
mod  enchanting  foftnefs, '  but  rather  to 
'  an  excefs  of  it,  that  I  would  yet  a  little 
'   longer  prctrafl  what  you  at  prefent 

feem  loearneftly  todefire:  men  areof- 
tendeceivedin  tlieirown  heart?;  lipesk 
not  to  reproach  you  for  any  amours 
you  have  been  engaged  in,  or  that  I 
am  jealous  of  any  you  may  hereafter 
be  engaged  in;  no,  my  dear  Jemmy, 
I  fliould  not  tUmk  that  even  marriage 
gave  me  a  right  to  cenfure  or  pry  into 
your  afiions:  it  is  for  your  o\vn  fake 


*  alone  that  I  would  have  you  forbear 
'  makinga  vow  of  conftancy,  till  you 

*  are  very  certain  of  being  quite  out  of 
'  love  with  variety;  but  rather  conti- 

*  nue  in  a  condition  which  allows  yoti 

*  full  liberty  to  purfue  whatever  plea- 

*  fures  you  think  fit,  without  having 

*  any  occafion  to  condemn  yourfelf.'— 

*  I  ihould  be  ready  to  condemn  myfelf 

*  to  everlafting  horrors,'  cried  he, 
'  could  I  be  capable  of  laviJhing  one 
'  tender  thought  on  any  but  (he  who 
'  fo  welldeferves  all,  and  much  more 
'  than  I  can  pay.  I  confefs  I  have 
'  been  guilty  of  fome  follies;  but  in 
'  all   my  amufements  with  your  fex, 

*  my  heart  had  never  the  leaft  (hare :  no, 
'  that  was  always,  is,  and  ever   muft 

*  be  entirely,  unchangeably,    inviola- 

*  biy,  devoted  to  my  only  dear,  dear 

*  Jenny!' 

They  were  in  the  niidft  of  this  tender 
converiation,  when  the  perfons  with 
whom  Jenny  boarded,  hearing  Jemmy 
was  above,  fent  to  entreat  he  would 
honour  them  with  his  company  at  din- 
ner that  day;  which  invitation,  for  the 
fake  of  not  being  feparaied  from  Jenny, 
he  willingly  accepted. 

Thefe  people  were  well-bred,  and 
perfectly  chearful ;  but  the  lovers  lik- 
ing no  company  lo  well  as  that  of  each 
other,  ftaid  no  longer  with  them  than 
decency  demanded,  and  Jemmy  had 
again  an  opportunity  of  repeating  his 
folicitations,  which  he  did  in  the  moft 
prefling  and  emphatick  manner.  How 
far  he  would  have  been  able  to  prevail 
is  uncertain;  Jenny's  fervant  came  into 
the  room,  and  told  her  that  a  young 
lady,  who  called  herfelf  Mifs  Chit, 
was  in  a  chair  at  the  door,  and  defireJ 
leave  to  wait  on  her.  On  hearing  the 
name  of  Mifs  Chit,  Jemmy  and  Jenny 
looked  upon  each  other  with  the  utmoft 
aftonifliment.  '  Are  you  acquainted 
'  with  her?'  cried  he.  *  Not  in  the 
'  leaft,'  anfwered  fiie;  *  nor  can  ima* 
'  gine  what  fhould  bring  her  here.— 
'  But  go,'  faid  fhe  to  the  man,  '  and 
'  fiiew  her  up.'  They  had  no  time  to 
form  any  conjeiSlures,  the  lady  imme- 
diately came  in,  and  Jenny  rofe  to  re- 
ceive her  with  her  accuftomed  polite- 
nefs,  but  mixed  with  a  certain  referve, 
which  (lie  neither  could  nor  endeavour- 
ed to  throw  off. 

'  You  are,  doubtlefs,  furprized,Ma- 
*  dam,'  faid  Mifs  Chit,  •  at  receiving 
'  a  vifit  from  one  fo  much  a  ftranger  to 
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*  you;  but  you  will  pardon  tlie  liberty 

*  I  iiave  taken,  when  you  know  the  ne- 

*  cefiity  that  obliged    me   to  it.' — '   I 

*  cannot  iuppole,  Madam,'  replied 
Jenny,    *  that  you  would   have  given 

*  yourfelf  this  trouble  without   being 

*  induced  by  fon^e  extraordinary  mo- 

*  tive,' — ■  An  extraordinary   one  in- 

*  deed,  Madam,'  relumed  the  othei  — 

*  And  I  am  very  glad  to  meet  you  here,' 
addrefTing  herielt  lo  Jemmy,  '  as  what 

*  I  have  ro  fay  to  this  lady  concerns 
'  you   alfo.' — '   You  are   certainly  in 

*  the  right,  M;idam,'  added  he  very 
gravelyi   '  for  whatever  relates  to  this 

*  lady  muft  infallibly  concern  me  too.' 
•— -'  1  never  believed  the  contrary,'  faid 
Mils  Chit;   '  nor   doubted  of  the    fin- 

cerity  of  your  atta:liment  to  one  fo 
defeiving  of  it;  aiul  it  was  in  forne 
meafuie  to  do  jullice  to  you  that 
brought  me  hither,  as  well  as  to  vin- 
dicate myfelf  from  the  mod  cruel  af- 

*  ptriion  that  ever  was  laid  on  any  one 

*  of  my  fex.' 

No  reply  being  made  to  thefe  words, 
(he  werit  or — '  It  is  fcarce  pollible,' 
faid  fhe,  '  that  either  of  you  can  have 

*  efcaped  the  hearing  a  report,  which, 
abfurd  as  it  is,  has  been  ftrangely 
propagated  about  town,  concerning 
the  intended  marriage  between  you 
being  broke  oft".  But  ycu,  peihaps, 
may  be  ignorant  thnt  your  pretended 
friend,  Bellpine,  was  the  fole  author 
of  this  invention.' 

*  Eellpine!'  cried  they  both  out  at 
the   fame    time;  '  fure.  Madam,    you 

*  miftake  !" — '  Yes,  Bellpine,' rejoined 
fhe,  '  for  what  bale  ends  I  know  not, 

*  would  fairi  have  made  me  lb  weak  as 
to  believe  Mr.  Jeilamy  was  not  only 
falfe  to  his  firft  vows,  but  alfo  fall'e 
on  my  account.  I  pretend  not  to  be 
free  from  the  follies  my  fex  are  charged 
with,  yet  was  never  vain  enough  to 
believe  a  man  in  love  with  me  till  he 
had  told  ine  fo  hin". 'elf;  and  therefore 
gave  no  credit  to  all  he  faid  and  fwore 
upon  that  fubjeft:  his  artifices,  how- 
ever, wrought  fo  far  upon  my  father, 
andall  tholeof  my  friends  with  whom 
he  had  any  acquaiiuance,  that,  wheie- 
ever  I  went,  I  was  entertained  with 
no  other  difcourfe  than  my  imaginary 
conqueft.  I  was  very  much  amazed 
at  all  this;  but  other  thoughts  kept 
it  from  dwelling  much  upon  mvniind, 
till  this  morning  I  was  grofsly  jftjont- 


*  ed,  by  being  told  that  I  myfelf  haJ 
'  fpread    about   this    foolirti    ftory,    as 

*  having  flattered  myfelf  that  the  fe-JV 
'  vifits  Mr.  JefTamy    had  favoured  me 

*  with  were  made  on  the  account  of  his 

*  having  a  pafTion  for  me.' 

'  It  is  no  matter,  Madam,'  cried 
Jemmy,  •  by  whom  or  in  what  manner 

*  this  ridiculous  (lory  has  been  prona-' 
'  gated:  but  tell  me,  was  it  from  Bell- 
'  pine  that  you  were  firlt  informed  of 
'  this  pretended  villainy?' — »  Yes, 
'  Sir,'  anfwered  flie;  ♦  it  was  from  him, 

*  and  him  alone,  that  your  chara^er 

*  has  been  traduced,  Mifs  Jeflamy 
'  without  doubt   diiquieted,  and  mv- 

*  felf  attempted  to  be  deceived,  as  you 
'  will  prefently  be  convinced,  if  you 

*  have  patience  to  liften  to  the  mon- 
'  (frous  detail  I  can  give  you  of  his  be- 
'  haviour.' 

She  then  went  on,  and  gave  a  fuc- 
cin6l  account  of  all  the  particulars  (he 
knew  of  Bellpine's  conduiSV  in  this  af- 
fair; which,  as  the  reader  is  already 
perfectly  acquainted  with,  need  not  be 
here  repeated. 

Jenny  opened  not  her  lips,  but  liften- 
ed  with  the  greatell  attention  to  ail  (he 
faid;  but  Jemmy  could  not  keep  him- 
feif  fjom  interrupting  her  at  almoft 
every  fentence  by  fome  vehement  ex- 
clamation; and  when  he  (poke  not,  dif- 
covered  by  his  geftures  all  the  marks 
of  an  overboiling  rage.     '   Well,  Ma- 

*  dam,'  cried  he,  perceiving  (he  had 
done,  '  I  fee  that  Bellpine  has  been  the 
'  Boutefeu :   for  what   reafon   he   has 

*  been  fo,  belongs  to  me  to  penetrate.' 
He  faid  no  more,  but  fnatched  up  his 
hat,  which  lay  on  a  table  near  him, 
and  flew  down  the  flairs  without  taking 
any  other  leave. 

Jenny  having  obferved  tlie  agitations 
he  had  been  in,  was  greatly  frighted 
at  this  lafl  a6lion:  fhe  ran  and  opened 
the  door,  which  he  had  flung  after  him 
as  he  went,  and  called  as  loud  as  fhe 
could  to  him  to  comeback;  but  he  either 
heard  not,  or  would  not  at  that  time 
obey  her  fummons.  She  then  ftamped 
with  both  her  feet,  and  rung  the  bell 
for  her  footman  with  fuch  violence,  as 
fnapped  the  wire  by  which  it  hung. 
'  Run,'  cried  (he,  '  overtake  Mr.  Jef- 
'  famy,  who   is  juft:  gone  out  of  the 

*  houl'e;  tell  him,  I  mufl  needs  (peak 

*  with  hiin,  and  defire  he  will  return 
'  thisinllant.' 

It 
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Tt  is  not  to  be  doubted  but  that  the 

fellow  did  his  beft,  but  notwithftand- 

ing  all  the  fpeed  he  made,  the  perfon  he 

purfued   was  gone  quite  out  of  fight. 

This  increafing  the  ferment  on  Jenny's 

fpirits — '  I  wifli.    Madam,'   faid    ihe 

to  Mifs  Chit,  '  you   had   referved  the 

ftory  you  have  been  telling,  till  you 

had  found  me  alone;  it  is  dangerous 

to  let  one  gentleman  know  too  much 

of  the  injuries  he  has  fuftained  from 

another.'  — '    I    (hould    be     forry. 

Madam,'  replied    that   young  lady, 

that  what  I  meant  well  fhouid  prove 

the  contrary:  but  I  flatter  myfelf  the 

event  will  give  me  no  caufe  for  le- 

pentance;  Mr,  JelTamy,  I  hope,  will 

only  examine  Bcllpine  on  this  affair; 

he  is  not  worthy  of  his  fword;  nor, 

as  bafe  men  are  generally  cowards, 

will    fcarcely  be   provoked    to  meet 

it.' 

Jenny  making  no  anfwer,  and  con- 
tinuing to  walk  about  the  room  in  a 
difordered  motion,  the  other  eafiiy  per- 
ceived her  company  was  not  defired,  fo 
took  her  leave  without  much  ceremony 
on  either  fide. 

Impoflible  is  it  to  defcribe  the  appre- 
henfions,  the  alarms,  which  fhook  the 
tender  heart  of  Jenny  for  what  might 
be  the  confequences  of  the  difcovery 
Mifs  Chit  had  made.  Slie  figured  to 
herfelf  all  that  was  terrible  on  the  oc- 
cafion,  and  could  fcarce  bear  up  under 
the  ideas  of  her  own  formation.  But 
if  (he  fuffered  fo  much  through  the 
fears  of  what  might,  or  might  not  hap- 
pen, what  muft  the  cruel  certainty  in- 
flift,  when  in  ^bout  three  hours  after 
Ihe  faw  Jemmy  enter  the  room  with  a 
countenance  pale  and  confufed,  and 
bis  cloaths  fprinkied  in  many  places 
vwith  blood  !   ♦  Oh,  heavens  I'  cried  Ihe, 

*  what  have  you  been  doing?' — '  An 
'  z6\.  of  juftice,'   replied  he,   '  which  I 

can  repent  of  for  no  other  reafon  than 
as  it  compels  me  to  be  ortce  more  fe- 
parated  from  you.  I  know  not  but 
I  have  killed  the  villain  Eellpine, 
and  prudence  requires  that  I  fhouid 
be  out  of  the  way  for  a  ibort  time.' 
— •  But  whither  will  you  go  ?'  demand- 
ed flie,    in   a  voice   fcarcely  articulate. 

*  V/ he  re  can  )rou  be  fafe?' — '  I  have 

*  already  taken  care  of  that,'  anfwered 
he;  '  all  is  prepared  for  my  departure, 

*  and  I  but  ftay  to  fnatch  one  dear  em- 

*  brace. '-«~'  Go,  thenj  oh,  go!'  cried 


(he,  *  and  hazard  not  your  fafety  by  a 

*  moment's  delay.'  Though  flie  fpoke 
this  with  all  the  courage  fhe  could  af- 
fume,  yet  fhe  could  not  Co  well  conceal 
the  tremblings  of  her  whole  frame, 
while  he  held  her  in  his  arms,  but  that 
he  found,  and  was  pierced  with  them 
to  the  foul:    '  I  cannot  go,'  faid  he, 

*  and  leave  you  thus.' — '  You  muft, 
'  you  muft,'  rejoined  (he;  '  your  pre- 

*  fence,  while  tnis  danger   threatens, 

*  is  much  more  terrible  tome  than  your 
'  abfence  can  be.' 

He  then  told  her,  that  a  boat  waited 
to  carry  him  that  night  to  Greenwich ; 
that  he  ftiould  take  poft-chaife  from 
thence  to  Dover,  and  hoped  to  be  in 
Calais  before  that  time  the  next  day. 
On  hearing  this,  fhe  in  a  manner  forced 
him  from  her  arms,  and  never  was  there 
a  more  tender,  though  hafty  parting, 
than  between  thofe  two  fo  equally  lor. 
ing  and  beloved. 


CHAP.    IX. 

IS  INSERTED  FOR  NO  OTHER  PUR- 
POSE TH.\N  MERELY  TO  GR.'^TI- 
FY  THE  CURIOSITY  OF.THE  REA- 
DER. 

THE  event  which  once  more  fepa- 
rated  our  lovers  isof  fointerefting 
a  nature,  that  I  believe  there  are  but 
very  few  who  will  not  be  defiious  of 
knowing  thofe  particulars  concerning 
it,  which  Jemmy  had  no  opportunity 
of  relating  to  his  fair  miftrefs,  in  the 
fhort  time  his  fafety  allowed  him  to 
ftay  with  her. 

But,  firft,  as  fome  people  may  be  apt 
to  think  that  Mifs  Chit,  in  making  the 
difcovery  fhe  had  done,  had  a  view  to 
the  coni'equences  which  enfued;  and 
that,  in  mere  fpite  to  Jemmy  for  not 
lovifig  her,  and  Bellpine  for  having  im- 
pofed  upon  her,  the  had  taken  this  me- 
thod of  revenging  herfelf  on  both  ;  in 
judice  to  her  charafter,  I  muft  therefore 
beg  leave  to  obferve,  that,  if  this  had 
been  the  cafe,  fhe  would  rather  have 
chofe  to  have  wrote  the  whole  matter  to 
Jemmy,  with  whom  fhe  was  acquaint- 
ed, than  have  gone  in  perfon  to  a  lady 
to  whom  fhe  had  never  fpoke  in  her 
whole  life,  and  from  whom  ihe  could 
not  be  certain  of  meeting  a  very  can- 
did reception. 

V  On 
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On  hearing  herfelf  accufecl  in  the 
manner  /he  had  been  by  Mr.  Mcrgan, 
and  not  doubting  but  that  Jenny,  as  the 
party  moft  concerned,  had  been  equally 
jfevere  upon  her  on  that  occafion,  flie 
came,  in  the  heat  of  her  pafTion,  to 
clear  herfelf  to  that  lady  fioin  the  im- 
putation of  a  vanity  of  which  flie  was, 
indeed,  not  guilty;  and  to  convince 
her,  by  relating  the  whole  proceeding 
of  Bellpine  in  this  affair,  that  fhe  nei- 
ther was,  nor  ever  iiTiagined  herfelf,  her 
rival  in  Jemmy's  afl;e6lion.  It  is  true, 
that,  on  feeing  liim  there,  ftie  might 
have  forebore  making  any  mention  of 
Bellpine,  or  the  bufinefs  on  which  (he 
came;  but,  then,  what  other  excufe 
could  fhe  have  made  to  Jenny  for  this 
vifit  ?  At  leaft,  fne  v^as  not  at  that  time 
prepared  with  any;  fo  that,  it  muft  be 
allowed,  the  mifchief  (he  did  fprung 
more  from  inadvertency  than  defign. 

As  for  Jemmy,  nobody,  I  believe, 
will  either  wonder  at,  or  cor.demn,  his 
juft  indignation,  on  fir.^'ng  himfelf 
thus  treacheroufly  dealt  with  by  a  per- 
fon  he  had  loved  and  fo  much  confided 
in  :  the  laws  both  of  honour  and  na- 
ture obliged  him  to  demand  fonie  fa- 
tisfaflion  for  the  injury  that  had  been 
done  him;  and  he  mult  hav  been  little 
of  a  lover,  and,  indeed,  little  of  a  man, 
not  to  have  refented  it  in  the  manner  he 
did.  Fiie.l  with  a  rage  iinpoiTible  to 
be  exprefTed,  he  had  not  patience  to 
wait  the  dull  formality  of  a  challenge ; 
but,  the  moment  he  left  Jenny's  apart- 
ment, flew  in  fearch  of  that  infamous 
traducer  of  his  reputation. 

As  he  knew  moft  of  the  houfes  fre- 
quented by  Bellpine,  he  went  from  one 
to  another  enquiring  for  him,  but  with- 
out fuccefs;  and  was  ju(f  going  home 
in  order  to  fend  him  afummons  to  meet 
Mm  the  next  m.orning,  vv-hen,  in  his 
way  thither,  he  faw,  by  the  light  of  the 
lamps,  (for  it  was  then  dark)  tlie  per- 
fon  he  had  vainly  fought  fur,  coming 
cut  of  a  tavern  with  another  gentle- 
inan,  arm  in  arm.     *  Bellpine!'  cried 


he- 


JefTamy!'    rejoined  the  other. 


*  What,  left  Bath  fo  foon?'  — *  Yes,' 
refumed  Jemmy;  'and  mull  needs  fpeak 

*  with  you  this  inlLint.' — '  I  was  go- 

*  ing  to  fuppcr  with  this  gentleman,' 
faid  Bellpine ;   *  but  will  put  off  my  cn- 

*  gagement,  if  your  bufmefs  be  of  any 

*  importance.' — '  It  is,'  replied  Jem- 
inyj  »  and  cannot  be  delayed.' 


Bellpine  perceiving,  by  his  manner 
of  Tpeaking,  that  he  had  fomewhat  mors 
than  ordinary  in  his  mind,  and  perhaps 
imagining  it  might  be  fome  new  inci- 
dent relating  to  Lady  Hardy,  excufed 
himfelf  to  his  friend  for  quitting  him  ; 
and  they  went  into  the  tavern,  and  up 
into  the  fame  room  where  Bellpine  and 
the  other  gentleman  had  been  drinking. 
The  bottles  and  rlalTes  were  not  yet 
removed  ;  but,  as  foon  as  tliey  were  lb, 
and  frefli  wine  brought  in — '  NoW;  my 
'  dear  friend,  your  pleafure?'  faid  Bell- 
pine.     '  To  tell  you  that  you  are  a  vil- 

*  lain!'  replied  Jemmy;  '  a  moft  con- 
'  fummate  villain!' — '  A  villain,  Sir!' 
retorted  Bellpine.  •  Yes,  I  again  re- 
'  peat  the  name,'  cried  Jemmy;  *  a 
'  villain,  a  bafe  incendiary!  or  you 
'  would  not,  by  tiie  moft  monftrous  of 

*  all  fallhoods,  have  defamed  the  cha- 
'  ra6\er  of  one  you  called  your  friend, 
'  and  endeavoured  to  break  the  bands 
'  of  union  between  two  hearts  infepara- 

*  bly  linked  by  love  and  honour  1' 

Confcious  guilt  now  flared  this  bafe 
man  in  the  face,  and  affifted  the  re- 
proaches of  his  injured  friend  :  he  af- 
fecled,  however,  an  entiie  ignorance  of 
what  he  was  accufed  of,  and  would  have 
feemed  to  take  as  only  a  jeft  what  the 
other  faid  to  him.  Buc  our  hero  was  in 
too  great  a  heat  to  endure  this  trifling  : 
he  told  him,  that  he  had  learned  the 
truth  of  every  thing  from  Mifs  Chit ; 
that  (he  was  now  with  Jenny;  a:-d  in- 
fifted  that  he  (hould  either  go  with  hiui 
to  thofe  two  ladies,  renounce  all  he  had 
faid,  and  a(k  pardon  on  his  knees,  or 
with  his  fword  defend  the  injuftice  he 
had  done. 

To  this  he  fullenly  replied,  that  he 
knew  of  no  obligation  he  was  under  to 
do  either  the  one  or  the  other.     *  Then 

*  you  are  a  coward,  a  fcoundrel,  and 
'  poltroon!'  cried  Jemmy;    *  and  de- 

*  ferve  to  be  uftd  as  fuch''  With  thefe 
words,  he  took  one  of  the  glaffis,  which 
the  drawer  Iiad  filled  before  he  left  the 
room,  and  threw  full  in  his  f.ice.  The 
other  could  not  now  be  any  longer  paf- 
five;  they  made  feveral  thrufts,  a:;d 
Bellpine  had  the  advantage  of  having- 
the  firft  hit,  by  wounding  his  antago- 
nift  in  the  arm  :  but  this  flight  hurt 
was  foon  retured  with  double  intereft  j 
Jemmy  making  a  furious  pu(h,  rarj 
him  quite  through  the  body.  He  fell 
immediately,  crying  out—*  Oh  !  I  anj 

'  k;lled!' 


r 
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*  killed'.'  Jemmy  ran  to  him;  but  he 
fpokc  no  more,  nor  (hewed  the  lead 
figns  of  life ;  on  which  he  thought  it 
behoved  him  to  make  the  beft  of  his 
way  out  of  the  houfe;  which  he  did  di  - 
reftly,  though  rot  without  ordering  a 
drasver,  as  he  pafled  by  the  bar,  to  go 
up  to  the  gentleman  above. 

After  he  had  got  out  of  that  ftreet, 
he  ftood  ftiU  awhile,  to  confider  what 
courle  he  (liould  take,  in  cafeBellpine 
was  re:illy  dead  ;  and,  on  refleftinghow 
much  circumftances  were  againft  him, 
found  it  mod  advifeable  to  leave  Eng- 
land till  he  fliould  hear  whether  the 
wound  he  .had  given  him  was  mortal 
or  not.  Having  refolved  on  this,  he 
called  upon  a  furgeon  of  his  acquain- 
tance, and  direfted  him  to  go  immedi- 
ately to  the  tavern  where  he  had  left 
Bellpine,  contenting  himfeif  with  hav- 
ing his  own  arm.  which  had  only  a 
flelh  wound,  diefled  and  bound  up  by 
the  apprentice. 

He  then  went  home,  and  made  his 
fervants  get  every  thing  ready  for  his 
departure.  They  loved  their  maftertoo 
well  not  to  be  very  expeditious  in  exe- 
cuting his  commands;  and,  indeed,  as 
it  was  not  likely  but  that  what  had 
happened  would  prefently  be  known, 
there  was  no  time  to  be  loft:  the  dan- 
ger he  was  in,  however,  would  not  pre- 
vent him  from  bidding  adieu  to  his 
dear  Jenvy,  as  has  been  already  faid. 

As  for  Bellpine,  he  was  not  dead, 
nor  fpeechlefs,  as  he  had  feigned  to 
be  ;  bat,  findinghimfelf  deeplypierced, 
had  fallen  out  of  policy,  to  prevent  his 
enemy  from  giving  a  fecond  blow  :  fo 
apt  are  men  of  mean  minds  to  judge  of 
oihers  by  themfelves. 

A  furgeon  had  been  fent  for  by  the 
people  of  the  tavern  before  Jemmy's 
friend  arrived:    both  thefe  gentlemen 
coming  almoft  at  the  fame  time,  ex- 
amined the  wound  together;  but  nei- 
ther of  them  could  pretend,  as  yet,  to 
give  his  opinion  how  far  it  might  be 
dnngerous.    The  condition  he  was  in 
not  permitting  him  to  be  put  either  into 
a  coach  or  chair,  they  were  obliged  to 
lay  him  on  a  mattrafs,   and,   covered 
clofe  over  with  blankets,  make  him  to 
be  carried  by  two  fellows  on  a  bier  to 
his  lodgings.     Both  the  furgeons  im- 
mediately followed,  faw  him  into  bed, 
and  gave  exaft  direclions  in  what  man- 
ner he  fhould  be  ordered  till  they  (hould 
attend  him  again  the  next  morning} 


which  they  did  very  early,  as  believing 
his  cafe  extremely  dangerous. 

To  cueir  care,  and  the  fecret  remorfe 
of  his  own  confcience  for  having  fo 
juftty  incurred  the  misfortune  now 
fallen  upon  him,  we  ihall  leave  him 
for  a  time,  and  return  to  fubjefls  more 
capable  of  affefting  the  heart  of  every 
generous  reader. 


CHAP.    X. 

TREATS  OF  DIVERS  THINGS,  SOME 
OF  LITTLE,  SOME  OF  GREATER, 
CONSEQUENCE;  BUT  NONE  THAT 
WILL  AFFORD  MUCH  MATTER. 
OF  ENTERTAINMENT  TO  THOSE 
THAT  READ  FOR  NO  OTHER  END 
THAN  MERELY  TO  DIVERT  THEM- 
SELVES. 

EV  E  RY  paffion  of  the  human  mind 
gains  double  energy  by  our  en- 
deavours to  conceal  it :  like  fire,  which, 
being  finothered  for  a  time,  burlis  out 
at  lalt  with  greater  violence.  Jenny, 
who  had  behaved  with  {o  much  feem- 
ino-  refolution  while  Jemmy  was  with 
her,  could  not  fee  him  turn  his  back  to 
leave  her,  (he  knew  not  for  how  long, 
and  on  fo  dreadful  an  occafion,  with- 
out falling  into  the  extremelt  agonies: 
all  her  moderation,  almoft  all  her  rea- 
fon,  foilbok  her  at  this  dreadful  junc- 
ture.   *  He  is  gone!'  cried  (he.  *  He  is 

*  gone!  perhaps  for  ever!  and  I  am 
«  left  to  wafte  my  youth  in  unavailing 
«  grief  But  what  of  that,  felfilh  that 
'  I  am,  in  comparifon  of  him  ?    How 

<  fmall   a    (hare  of  pity   is  my  due  1 

<  His  fingle  lols  is  all  I  have  to  mourn  j 
'  while  he,  dear  unhappy  wanderer  !  is 

♦  driven  at  once  from  his  native  ccun- 
'  try,  from  love,  from  friendfhip,  for- 
'  tune,  without  any  other  companion 
'  than  the  dire  reflection  of  havingem* 
'  brued  his  hands  in  the  blood  of  a  felr 

♦  low-creature!  Bellpinewaswicked,' 
continued  (he  ;  •  but  juftice  might  hav« 

*  overtaken  liim  without  the  guilt  of 
'  him  he  had  wronged.  Oh, what  is  ho- 
'  nour!  this  impatience  of  indignities, 
'  as  the  poet  calls  it— 

"  This  raging  fit' of  virtue  in  the  foul ; 

"  This  painful  burden,  which  great  minds 

"  muft  bear; 
<(  Obtain'd  with  danger,  and  pgiTefi'd  wiih 

<«  fear." 

Y  X  Thi'. 
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This  -was  the  manner  in  which  the 
generous  and  truly  amiable  Jenny  la- 
mented the  accident  that  had  happened: 
file  wept  not  for  the  abfence  of  her 
lover,  but  for  the  occafion  that  enforced 
it.  Such  was  the  delicacy  of  her  fotil, 
that  his  real  infidelity  would  not  have 
infliiSled  on  her  the  thoufandth  part  of 
thofe  Hgonies  (he  now  endured  on  his 
having  fo  fatally  refented  the  afperfion; 
and  fo  dear  was  he  to  her,  that  (he 
would  have  wifhed  to  fee  him  unfaith- 
ful rather  than  unhappy. 

It  might,  perhaps,  be  too  affeflinj, 
thougli  all  that  could  be  faid  would  be 
far  fljort  of  the  truth  of  what  flie  fuf- 
fered  during  this  whole  cruel  night  : 
the  morning,  howevei,  brought  her 
ibme  confoiation  ;  fhe  heaid  that  Bell- 
pine  was  not  dead ;  and, to  find  that  he 
had  not  been  killed  on  the  fpot,  as 
Jemmy  had  imagined,  aff'ording  her 
feme  hopes  that  his  wounds  might  not 
be  mortal,  gave  her  as  much  fatisfaflion 
as  a  perfon  in  her  circumftances  was 
capable  of  feeling. 

The  whole  adventure  being  prefently 
blazed  abroad,  all  her  friends,  and  more 
cf  her  acquaintance  than,  at  that  time, 
file  wifiied  to  fee,  came  to  vifit  her,  and 
make  their  compliments  of  condohnce. 
Among  the  number  of  the  former  were 
Lady  Speck,  Mifs  Wingman,  Mr. 
Lovegrove,  and  Sir  Robert  Manley. 
After  their  having  exprefl'ed  their  con- 
cern for  the  accident,  as  it  might  give 
Mr.  Jeffamy  much  trouble,  efpeciaily 
if  his  antagonirt  fhould  die,  they  told 
her  that  Lord  Huntley  was  to  give  them 
a  concert  that  evening  upon  the  River, 
and  would  have  perfuaded  her  to  have 
accompanied  them,  in  order,  as  they 
laid,  and  really  meant,  to  divert  thole 
melancliolv  thoughts  which  could  not 
but  rife  in  her  mind  on  what  had  hap- 
pened. 

It  is  not  to  be  imagined  that  fhe  gave 
the  leaft  ear  to  fo  unfeafonable  an  invi- 
tation 5  but  they  continuing  to  prefs 
her  with  a  great  deal  of  earneftnefs  to 
accept  it — 'Oh!'  faid  ftie,  bm  fling  into 
tears,  which  iiitherto  (he  had  relh'ained 
in  their  prefence,  '  can  you  think  me 

*  capable  of  making  one  in  a  party  of 

♦  pleafure,  while  the  liberty,  perhaps 

*  the  life,  of  him  ordained  to  be  my 

♦  hufband,  is  in  danger?    No!    till  I 

•  know  him  fafe,  niulick  would  be  dif- 

•  GorJ  to  my  ears,  and  every  thing  that 


*  gives  joy  to  others,  add  to  my  affile- 

*  tion!'  On  hearing  this,  Sir  Robert 
Manley  could  not  forbear  breaking  into 
a  kind  of  rhapfody — *  Happy  Mr.  Jef- 

*  famy!'  cried  he;  '  by  his  very  mif- 

*  fortunes  rendered  yet  more  bleffed 
'  in  the  proofs  of  fuch  exalted  tender- 
'  nefs!' 

Mr.  Lovegrove  faid  little  lefs  in  praife 
of  her  conflancy  and  generofity;  and 
the  ladies  afterwards  gave  over  urging 
her  any  farther  on  the  fubje6l  they  had 
done,  but  employed  the  whole  time  they 
ftaid  with  her  in  difcourfes  more  fuita- 
bie  to  her  prefent  humour.  But  what 
was  moft  of  all  obliging  to  her,  was  a 
promife  the  two  gentlemen  made  of 
taking  care  to  inform  themfelves,  from 
day  to  day,  of  the  true  condition  of 
Bellpine's  wounds,  and  letting  her  have 
an  exa6t  account,  to  the  end  flie  might 
tranfmit  it  to  Mr.  Jeffamy,  and  enable 
him  the  better  to  judge  what  courfe  he 
had  to  take. 

Several  others  of  her  acquaintance, 
who,  hearing  what  had  happened,  came 
to  vifit  her  on  that  occafion,  and  thofe 
among  them  who  were  moft  apprehen- 
fire  on  Jemmy's  account,  foibore  to 
fpeak  their  fentiments  in  her  prefence; 
but,  on  the  contrary,  all  joined  to  com- 
fort her  with  hopes  which  they  were  far 
from  entertaining  tiiemfelves  i  Co  that 
(he  paffed  this  night  with  fomewhat 
more  tranquillity  than  flie  had^done  the 
preceding  one. 

Between  her  broken  (lumbers,  how- 
ever,  a  thoufand  melancholy  relleitions 
returned  upon  her  mind  ;  her  thoughts 
purfued  the  dear  unhappy  fugitive  in 
his  wanderings ;  they  painted  him  to 
her  troubled  imagination  in  the  mcft 
forlorn  and  piteous  moving  figure;  thus 
travelling  by  night,  and  expofcd  to 
dangers  almoft  equal  to  thole  from 
which  he  fled  :  nor  when  her  eyes, 
doubly  fatigued  with  tears  and  watch- 
ing, were  clofed  again  in  (leep,  did  the 
fad  ideas  eniirely  quit  her  head. 

The  next  day  biouglit  with  it  fome- 
what vvhich  threw  lier  intofrelh  agita- 
tions. She  was  no  fooner  up  than  her 
maid  prefcnted  her  with  a  letter,  which 
had  been  left  for  her  by  a  footman  fome 
time  before  (he  had  quitted  her  bed,  (he 
having  lain  that  murning  longer  than 
was  her  ufual  cuftnni. 

She  was  a  little  furprized  at  not 
knowing  ths  hand  on  the  fuperfcripiion ; 

but 
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but  on  her  opening  it,  found  it  from 
Ivlifs  Chit  j  and  contained  the  follow- 
ing lines. 


*   TO    MISS   JESSAMY. 
•    MADAM, 

*  T  Am  extremely  forry  to  fend  you 
•'•  '  any  intelligence  that  may  add  to 
thedifquiet  I  am  fenfible  you  are  al- 
ready under;  but  there  are  fome  in 
which  it  is  abfolutely  neceflary  that 
even  the  moft  painful  truths  ftiould 
be  revealed  :  you  will  find  this  re- 
lating to  Mr.  Jeffamy  is  fo ;  and 
therefore  do  not  condemn,  as  an  over 
officioufnefs  in  me,  what  I  now  take 
the  liberty  to  communicate. 

*  One  of  the  furgeons  who  attends 
Beilpine  has  declared,  that,  accord- 
ing to  the  beft  of  his  judgment,  his 
patient  cannotlive;  on  which  afearch- 
warrant  is  iffued  out  againft  Mr.  Jef- 
famy, it  being  already  known  that  he 
has  abfconded  from  his  hoiife. 

*  This,  Madam,  my  father  heard  laft 
night  at  a  coffee- houfe;  and,  more- 
over, that  the  people  of  the  tavern,  as 
well  as  a  gentleman  who,  it  feems, 
was  with  Beilpine  when  he  was  met 
by  Mr.  Jelfamy,  have  offered  to  de- 
pofe,  that  he  took  him  afide,  prevailed 
with  him  to  leave  his  company,  and 
go  with  him  into  a  private  room,  where 
he  foon  after  left  him  for  dead. 
'I  cannot  pretend  to  any  underftand- 
ing  in  fach  matters;  but  they  fay  that, 
in  the  eye  of  the  law,  thefe  circum- 
ftances  will  make  the  affair  appear 
very  black  on  the  fide  of  Mr.  Jeffamy ; 
and  that  the  faft  will  not  be  confi- 
dered  as  a  rencounter,  or  a  fair  due), 
but  as  a  downright  premeditated  mur- 
der. 

*  As  I  cannot  fuppofe  that  to  what- 
ever place  Mr.  Jeffamy  is  retired  you 
are  ignorant  of  it,  I  thought  it  high- 
ly proper  to  give  you  this  intimation, 
to  the  end  you  may  apprize  him  of  the 
greatnefs  of  his  danger,  and  warn  him 
to  keep  extremely  clofe :  indeed,  I 
Ihouid  never  have  forgiven  myfelf, 
if,  by  negleiSing  to  do  fo,  a)iy  worle 
accident  than  what  has  already  hap- 
pened, fhould  enfue;  but  I  will  trou- 
ble you  no  farther,  than  to  affure  you 
that  I  am,  with  all  due  refpeft,  Ma- 
dam, your  Tiioit  obedient,  humble  fer- 
vant, 

<  S.  Chit. 


*  P.  S.  My  poor  father  is  troubled 

*  beyond   meafure  at  this  event j 

*  and  fwears,  that,  old  as  he  is,  if 

*  he  had  fooner  been  convinced  of 
'  the  bal'enefs  of  Beilpine,  wliicK 

*  till  now  he  never  was,  he  would 

*  have  taken  upon  himfelf  to  pu- 

*  nifti  it.' 

Jenny  had  but  Juft  finiftied  the  read- 
ing this  epiiHe,  when  (he was  convinced 
of  the  truth  of  the  intelligence  it  con- 
tained; the  officers  of  juftice  came  in  ; 
produced  their  warrant;  and  one  of 
them  very  civilly  entreated  her  leave  to 
do  what,  by  virtue  of  their  commiffion, 
they  were  empowered  to havedone  with- 
out it. 

She  feemed  a  little  furprized  notwith- 
ftanding,  and  faid  with  an  air  of  fome 
refentment,  that  it  feemed  very  odd  to 
her  that  they  Ihould  come  to  fearch  her 
lodgings  for  a  gentleman;  towhich  an- 
other of  them,  more  furly  than  he  who 
had  fpoke  firit,  replied,  that  they  had 
orders  to  fearch  not  only  her  lodgings, 
but  all  thathoufe,andevery  other  which 
Mr.  Jeffamy  had  been  known  to  fre- 
quent. She  laid  no  more,  but  fuffered 
them  to  pafs  wherever  tiiey  would,  and 
they  difcharged  their  duty  with  fo  mucli 
diligence,  as  to  leave  no  place  unlook- 
ed  into,  that  was  big  enough  to  have 
concealed  a  much  lei's  pcrfon  than  bim 
they  fought  for. 

Though  Jenny  had  nothing  to  ap- 
prehend on  this  fcore,  yet  the  light  of 
thefe  men,  and  tiie  errand  they  came 
upon,  was  an  extreme  fhock  tober;  but 
(lie  prefently  received  another  yet  great- 
er, when  the  perfon  with  whom  ihe 
boarded  told  her,  without  confidering^ 
the  conftquencs  of  what  he  faid,  that 
he  was  credibly  informed  that  notice 
had  been  fent  to  all  the  ports,  to  pre- 
vent Mr.  Jelfamy  from  making  his 
efcape  out  of  the  kingdom.  Thefe 
words  (truck  her  with  fuch  a  horror, 
that  (he  was  very  near  falling  into  fits; 
and  it  was  not  in  the  power  of  all  thai 
both  he  and  his  wife  could  fay  after- 
wards to  pacify  hei-  grief,  or  to  make 
her  be  perfuaded  that  Kir.  Jeffamy  muft 
needs  be  in  Calais  before  any  orders  to 
(top  him  couUi  arrive  at  Dover.  They 
remonrtrated  to  her,tnatifhe  travelled 
all  night,  as  it  was  not  to  be  doubted 
but  he  did,  he  would  certainly  reach 
the  port  by  the  next  day  at  noon;  and 
asiliere  was  always  fgme  one  or  other 

of 
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of  the  packets  ready,  mi^t  embark  the 
fime  hour  he  came;  '  So  that,  my  dear 

*  Mifs,"  cried  he  merrily,  '  you   may 

*  depend  upon  it,  your  lovf r,  long  be- 
'  fore  now,  has  been  regalir.g  hiir.felf 
'  with    good    Burgundy,    and    foirte 

*  Quelque  chofe  or  other,  a-la-mode 
«  de  France.' 

She  could  not  help  allowing^  the  rea- 
fonablenefs  of  his  argument?;  but  ima- 
gination, that  creative  faculty,  which 
has  the  power  to  raife  us  to  the  utmoft 
pinnacle  of  happinefs,  oriink  us  into 
the  loweft  depths  of  deipuir,  fori:;ed  fo 
many  accidents  which  might  retard  her 
<Iear  Jemmy's  journey,  and  render  him 
too  late  to  avoid  ihepurfuit  made  atier 
him,  that  (lie  could  not  tliink  Ihe  ought 
to  Hatter  herielf  with  the  hopes  of  liis 
being  fafe,  till  flie  was  pofitively  affur- 
ed  he  was  fo. 


c  Fi  A  P.   xr. 

CONTAINS  SOME  OCCURRENCES  DE- 
SERVING THE  ATTENTION  OF 
THE  READER. 

IN  a  continual  rack  of  thought,  to 
which  all  the  perfuafions  of  her 
iiiends  could  not  give  the  lealf  inier- 
niiilion,  did  the  fair  heroine  of  this  hif- 
tory  pafs  her  nights  and  days,  rill  Jem- 
my, being  fafely  arrived  at  Calais,  fent 
her  the  following  epiftlc: 

*   TO  MISS  JESSAMY. 
*  MY  FOR   EVER    DEAR,    DZAR    JENNY? 

*  np  H  E  concern  I  faw  you  under  on 

■^     •  my  departure  has  hung  more 

*  heavy  on  my  Ipiritsthan  even  the  oc- 

*  cafion  that  enforced  it;  but  I  affure 

*  you  that  noneof  your  commands  have 

*  been  loft  upon  me;  I  have  taken  all 

*  the  precautions  that  human  prudence 
•■  could  fuggeif  net  to  lender  your  kind 
'  wifhes  unavailing,  and  pret'erve  a  life 

*  which  I  am  fo  hnppy  as  to  know  you 
'   liet  fome  value  upon.     The  date  of 

*  this  will  inform  you  that  I  have  now 

*  rerc '■ed  ati  afylum,  from  whence  it  is 

*  not  in   the  power  of  my  enemies  to 

*  fr.atcb  me;  but  perhaps,  after  nil,  I 
'   might  h.tve  fpaied  yjur  tender  iieart 

*  ih'.  cruel  alaim  I  iiave  given  it,  and 
'   inylelf  the  trouble  of  coming  hither. 

*  S'.nce  i  left  London  1  ha ve  been  ttmpt- 


*  ed  to  hope  that  Bellpine  is  not  dead, 

*  and  that  it  was  no  more  than  a  fwoon 

*  in  which  I  left  him;  if  fo,  with  what 
tranfport  fhall  I  foon  return  to  thank 
my  dear  Jenny  for  all  her  unequalled 
goodnefs! 

'  It  is  you,  and  you  alone,  my  ever- 
lading  charmer,  that  can  make  either 
my  life  or  liberty  a  bltfTing;  and 
when  this  curfed  afi'iir  is  once  over, 
I  (hall  then  doubly  talle  the  fweets  of 
both;  for  oh,  my  foul  !  I  now  feel 
that  the  apprehenfions  of  being  de- 
prived of  you  are  infinitely  more  ter- 
rible to  me  than  thofe  of  becoming 
an  exile,  an  outlaw,  a  vagr.hond.   But 

'   I  \^■ill  rot  turn  the  eyes  of  my  ima- 

*  gination  that  way;    my  reafon,   my 

*  refoUition,  fdulter  at  it;  and,  as  Ot- 

*  way  fays — 


"  Madnefs  lies  there,    and  hell  is  in   the 
"  thouijht." 

*  I  will  rather  endeavour  to  believe 

*  the  belf,  and  that  the  fiift  intelligence 

*  I  receive  from  England  will  entirely 

*  banifli  tlicfe  fad  ideas  from  my  mind; 

*  but  whatever  I  fuffcr,   or  fhall  here- 

*  after  fuffer,  I  beg  my  dear  Jenny  will 
'  exert  all  her  fortitude  to  repel  the  in- 

*  vafions  of  an  over-much  grief  and 
'  pity:  let  your  anfwer  to  this  aiTure 

*  me,  that  ycu  bear  with  moderaiion 

*  this  fudden  turn  in  our  late  bleft  con- 
'  dition,  which  is  the  only  confolation 

*  can  at  prefent  be  received  by  him  who 

*  is,  with  a  love  unalterable,  foul  of 

*  my  foul,  ycur  moft  faithfully,  and 
'  nn'ft  pafiionately  devoted  lover  and 
'  fervant, 

♦  J.  Jessamy. 

'  P.   S.    In    the   diftraf^iori  of  my 
'  thoughts,  I  had  like  to  have  fent 

*  thisaway  without  informing  you 

*  where  an  anfwer  might  find  me; 

*  pardon  therefore  tiie  wildnefsof 

*  my  brain,  and  direft  for  me  at 
'  Monfieur  Grandfues,  the  Silver 

*  Lion,  in  Calais.* 

The  jcy  which  filled  the  affeflionate 
heart  of  Jenny,  on  finding  her  dear 
Jem,n,y  had  fo  happily  avoided  all  the 
purl'iiit  that  might  be  made  after  him, 
was  fo  great,  that  for  a  time  it  entire- 
ly  dilfipated  all  her  other  anxiety.  But 
the  cafe  flie  enjoyed  was  monitntary; 

all 
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all  the  information  the  enquiries  that 
lier  friends  could  procure  was,  that 
though  Be'ilpine  was  not  dead,  he  was 
far  from  being  out  of  danger;  and  tlie 
confideration  of  what  coniequences  his 
death  mult  prpduce,  in  cafe  his  wound 
fhould  prove  mortal,  rendered  her  inca- 
pable of  enjoying  any  lading  or  per- 
feSi  fatisfaction. 

It  cannot  he  fuppofed  that  (lie  con- 
tented herfelf  with  once  periifing  a  let- 
ter (he  had  fo  much  ianguifhed  for;  fhe 
read  it  over  and  over,  and  the  oftener 
fhe  did  fo,  the  more  a  flood  of  tender- 
■  iiefs  poured  in  upon  her  foul;  but  the 
reader  will  be  better  able  to  judge,  by 
her  own  woids,  of  the  difpofition  flie 

twas  in,  than  by  any  defcription  I  am 
able  to  give  of  it. 
After  havingr  well  weighed  whatap- 
prehenfions  they  were  which  i'eemed  to 
give  him  the  moft  pain,  fhe  thought  her- 
felf obliged,  both  by  love  and  grati- 
tude, to  make  ufe  of  her  utmoft  endea- 
vours to  remove  them,  ss  will  be  feen 
in  the  anfwer  (he  gave  to  his  letter, 
which  was  wroteinthefollowingterms: 


*   TO  JAMES  JESSAMY,    £sq_. 
*    MY   VERY    DEAR    JEMMY, 

I     •  T  Congratulate  you  on  your  fortu 
'         ■*■   '  nate  arrival  at  Calais:  you  can 


r 


not  more  rejoice  on  finding  yourklf 
in  a  place  of  fifety,  than  I  have  done 
in  the  knowledge  that  you  are  fo.  I 
have  alfo  the  pleafure  to  acquaint  you, 
that  Billpine  ftill  lives;  I  wi(h  I 
could  lengthen  the  intelligence  by 
adding,  that  there  are  hopes  of  his  re- 
covery; but  that  is  a  faiisfaftion  as 
yet  denied  us. 
*  But  wherefore,  my  dear  Jemmy, 

*  do  you  wound  my  heart  with  appre- 

*  henfions  for  which  you  have  not  the 

*  leaft  ground?  Do  you  know  fo  little 
of  vour  Tennv  as  to  believe  that  anv 
change  of  circuniftances  can  change 
her  fentiments  in  regard  to  vou  '  No; 
if  the  vain  fiippofition  of  lofing  me 
diilurbs  vour  peTce,  henceforth  be 
peifeiSly  at  re.l;  for  be  afTjred,  that 
wherever  you  are,  I  will  be. 

'  Take  not  this  as  a  flight  of  fudden 
piflion,  whicti  I  may  hereafter  be 
tempted  to  repent  of  and  retriift,  but 
as  file  firm  and  de'.ermined  relolution 
of  my  foul,  foundsJ  on  the  principles 


1  *»  •" 

of  honour,  of  duty,  and  of  juftice,  as 
well  as  inclination. 
•  Love  for  each  other,  my  dear  Jef- 
famy,  was  the  fir(l  ieflon  taught^  us 
in  onr  mcft  early  years,  and  I  have 
too  long  been  accuftomed  ro  the  prac- 
tice, to  be  capable  of  fwerving  froia 
it:  fhould  therefore  the  fateofBelJ- 
pine,  which  Heaven  forbid,  be  fuch 
as  our  worft  fears  fuggeft,  you  have 
no  more  to  do,  on  the  news  of  it, 
than  to  go  directly  into  Paris,  and 
provide  a  proper  place  for  my  recep- 
tion; and  there,  if  you  continue  to 
defire  it,  the  Englifli  ambaflador's 
chiplain  may  fulfil  the  cngngenient 
made  fur  us  between  our  parents. 
«  Farewel:  I  flatter  myfelf  that  you 
will  find  fome  fatisfaftion  in  the  af- 
furance  I  now  give  you  of  being,  with 
all  the  tendernefs  you  can  wifh  or  ex- 
pert, my  dearjrmmy,fincerely,  faith- 
fully, and  ever  yours, 

'  J.  Jessamy. 


S.  I  muft  do  our  common  friends 
the  jullice  to  let  you  know  they 
are  greatly  affc6ted  at  your  mis- 
fortune, all  of  them  at  leaft 
that  I  fee;  indeed,  if  they  were 
not,  they  would  find  but  little 
welcome  from  me.  Once  more 
adieu;  I  expettto  hearfrom  voU 
again  by  the  firft  poft.' 


Jenny,  not  doubting  but  what  fli$ 
had  wrote  would  afi'ord  great  relief  to 
the  anxieties  of  her  lover,  found  in 
that  thought  Aifticient  to  calm  tliofe  fhe 
had  felt  within  herfelf.  Such  is  the 
effect  of  a  real  tendernefs,  as  to  make 
us  take  pleafure  in  every  thing  that  we 
imagine  will  give  pleafure  to  the  perfou 
beloved.  __ 

And  now  let  thofe  readers,  who  in 
the  beginning  of  this  hiftory  were  apt 
to  look  on  Jemmy  and  Jenny  as  two 
infenfibles,  acknowledge  their  miftak6, 
and  be  convinced,  that  flames  whicli 
burn  with  rapidity  at  firft  are  fooneft 
wafted;  and  that  a  gentle,  and  almoft 
imperceptible  glow  of  a  pure  atfeftion, 
when  once  railed  up  bv  any  extraordi- 
nary in  ident,  fends  foilh  a  ftronger 
and  more  lafting  heat, 

I  remember  to  have  read  a  little  pam- 
phlet, entitled,  RefleiSlions  on  the  dif- 
ferent EfFefts  of  Love,  which  contains 
many  pretty  obfervations  on  the  fub- 
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jc6l  T  am  Tpeaking  of;  but  I  know  of 
none  moie  jullthan  this  of  Mr.  Dry- 
den; 

*  Love  vavious  minds  does  varlouny  infpire; 

*  He  ftirs  in  gentlrnatures  gentk  fire, 

*  Like  that  of  incenfe  on  the  altars  laid; 

*  But  rajing  flames  tempefluous  fouls  invade, 

*  A  fiie  which  every  vvind  of  pafTion  blowj; 
«  With  pride  it  mounts,  and  with  revenge  it 

*  glows.' 

It  may  eafily  be  perceived  by  thofe 

who  conftder  the  motives  on  which  the 

events  of  this  hiftory  liepend,   that  our 

lovers  were  pot  thus  ftirred  up  by  ac- 
cidents relating  merely  to  themfeives, 

but  by  i'uch  as  concerned  each  other : 

Jemmy  bad  not   fought  with  Bellpine 

but    for   the    difcpntent   and    affronts 

which  he  thought  his  dear  Jenny  had 

fufFered  through  his  bjfe  artifices;  nor 

would  Jenny  have  difcovered  any  part 

of  the  warmth  fhe  now  did,  had  (he  not 

been  invigorated  by  the  perplexity  and 

danger  of  her  Jeminv.     Nothing  cer- 

tainlycanbernoietrulywortliy  of  admi- 
ration than  the  love,  the  conftancy,  the 

generf'fity  of  this   amiable  lady,    who 

at  her  years  could  Co  readily  renounce 

her  native  counfrv,  kindred,  and  r.ll 
theamufementsto  which  heryoutli  hr.d 
been  accuftomed,  and  refolve  to  live  in 
a  perpetoal  baniftiment,  if,  by  the  death 

of  Bellpine,  the  man  ordained  to  be  jiinaure  a  Hitle''fiirprized  her," and  he 
her  hufband  in  his  more  profperous  cir-  j^^pj  [^^^  j„  fufpenfe  for  fame  lime,  by 
cumftances,  fliould  now  be  reduced  to  snaking  her  a  thoufand  compliments, 
the  condition  of  an  exile.     Nor  was  - 

Jemmy,  gay  and  unthinking  as  he  has 
fometimes  appeared,  at  all  inferior  to 
his  charming  miftrefs,  in  giving;  her  the 
inoft  unqueftionable  and  exalted  proofs 
of  the  fincerity  and  difjotereftednel's  of 
his  pafTion,  as  the  next  chapter  will  de- 
clare. 


call  to  mind  every  trifling  accident  tbat 
bad  happened  to  give  her  any  difguft  in 
England,  to  the  end  that  (lie  might  have 
the  lefs  love  for  it,  and  be  more  reconcil- 
ed to  the  thoughts  of  leaving  it  for  ever. 
She  found  it,  indeed,  a  thing  of  no 
great  difficulty  to  conquer  all  the  re- 
luflance  fhe  might  at  firft  have  on  that 
fcore:  the  fociety  of  the  man  fhe  loved, 
and  by  whom  fhe  was  fomuch  beloved, 
was  an  over-balance  for  all  fhe  was 
about  to  quit  for  his  fake;  and  her 
whole  mind  was  now  taken  up  with  the 
manner  in  which  fhe  fhould  order  her 
affairs,  fo  as  to  be  prepared  to  go  when- 
ever the  circumftances  of  things  ihould 
call  her. 

Her  refolution  being  fettled,  her 
thoughts,  by  degrees,  became  fo  too, 
and  (he  now  enjoyed  more  ferenity  'ban 
fne  had  known  fince  the  accident  that 
drove  Jemmy  from  her;  but  the  noft 
not  bringing  her  a  letter  as  fhe  expect- 
ed, fomep?.rt  of  her  former  dilcontents 
be?an  to  revive  in  her:  fhe  was,  how- 
ever, too  well  afTured  of  his  pufluality 
not  to  impute  this -difappointment  to 
fome  other  caufe  than  his  negleft. 

She  foon  found  that  fhe  had  done 
him  no  more  than  juftice  in  this  point. 
Mr.  Morgan  came  the  next  morning 
to  vifit  her.  As  fhe  had  not  feen  hini 
lince  fhe  was  a  girl,  his  coming  at  this 


CHAP.     XII. 

RECITES  A  PASSAGE  WHICH  WILL 
CERTAINLY  BE  EXTREMELY  A- 
CREEABLC  TO  ALL  THE  LADIES  : 
IT  IS  MUCH  TO  BE  FEARED,  HOW- 
EVER, THAT  THERE  ARE  BUT 
VERY  FEW  OF  THEM  WHO  CAN, 
WITH  ANY  REASON,  FLATTER 
THEMSELVES  WITH  EXPERIEN- 
CING THE  LIKE. 


EN  NY,  who  hadthe  mortifiiation 
of  hearing  every  day  that  Bellpine 


after  the  fafhion  of  old  men,  on  the  im 
provements  he  found  in  her  ftatureand 
beauty,  before  he  related  to  her  the  bu- 
finefs  which  had  brought  him  thither. 

At  laft,  though  not  till  after  many 
circumlocutions,  by  way  of  prelude— 
'  I  have  a  prefent  for  you,  my  pretty 
«  lady,'  faid  he;  '  I  received   a   letter 

*  la(t  night  from  mygood  Mr.  JefTamy, 
'  andfomethinginclofed  for  you,  which 

•  he  commidioned   me  to  deliver  into 

•  your  own  hands;  here  it  is,"  conti- 
nued he,  giving  her  a  packet;  •  take 

•  it,   I  believe  it  will  not  be  difpleafing 

*  to  you.* — '  I  have  no  apprehenfions 

*  of  receiving  any  thing  that  can  be  fo, 

♦  either  from  him  or  you.  Sir,'  replied 
flie;  '  you  will,  therefore,  pardon  my 
«  impatience  to  fee  what  it  contains.' 
— *  Aye,  aye,'  cried  he,  *  read  it  by 
«  all  means;  I  would  have  you  read  it 
'  while  I  am  here.' 

He  then   retired  to  a  window,  and 


J....-  .     ,    ,  . 

grpw  rather  WO,  fe  than  better,  began  to     took  wp  a  book  while  flie  opened  tha 
P  j)acketj 
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packet,  in  which  was  a  large  parch- 
ment, iieavy  with  the  weight  of  feals, 
and  a  letter  fiosn  Jcmiriy  containing 
thefe  lines. 


'    TO   MISS  JESSAMY. 

«  tttITH  what  words,  O  thou  more 
^  '  than  woman!  thou  angel  of" 
thy  fex!  fhall  I  exprefs  that  rufh  of 
joyous  aftonifhinent,  that  extafy, 
which,  on  the  reading  your  dear  let- 
ter, overwhelmed  my  heart !  Can  you 
then  refol  ve  to  leave  your  native  coun- 
try, with  all  the  charms  you  once 
found  in  it?  Can  you  do  this  for  my 
unworthy  fake,  confeiTt  to  fhare  my 
fate,  and  live  in  exile  with  your 
Jemmy  ?  Yes,  I  know  you  can;  you 
have  faid  it,  and  will  not  promife 
without  meaning  to  perform. 

*  Thus  tranfcendently  blefled  in  your 
affc6lion,  the  goods  of  fortune  would 
be  below  my  care  if  you  had  no  inte- 
reft  in  them  ;  nor  would  even  lifeitfelf 
be  of  any  eftiination  with  me,  were  it 
not  dear  to  you:  but  as  they  both  are 
yours,  eternally  devoted  to  you,  they 
ought  not  to  be  neglefted  by  me. 
'  On  my  relating  my  affair  with 
Bellpine,  in  all  it's  unhappy  circum- 
Itances,  to  a  lawyer  who  happened  to 
come  over  with  me,  he  told  me  I 
ought  to  take  proper  methods  for  fe- 
curing  my  eftate,  in  cafe  the  wound 
I  had  given  fliould  prove  mortal:  I 
approved  of  his  advice;  and  as  there 
is  no  Englifh  attorney  at  Calais,  he 
has  been  fo  good  as  to  draw  up  an 
inftrument  for  that  purpofe  himfelf, 
which  is  the  fame  I  now  fend  to  you. 

*  You  will  find  by  it,  my  dear  Jen- 
ny, that  I  am  no  longer  poffelfed  of 
any  lands  or  hereditaments;  you  are 
the  miflrefs  of  all  that  once  was  mine: 
to  wlioni,  indeed,  fliould  I  commit 
my  eftate  hut  to  her  who  has  my  foul 
in  keeping?  I  have  wrote  to  Mr. 
Morgan  and  Mr.  Ellwood  to  aflift 
you  m  whatever  cares  may  attend 
this  accelfion,  andalfo  to  my  fteward 
and  houfe- keeper  to  receive  their  or- 
ders henceforward  from  you,  who 
have  now  tlie  only  right  to  command 
and  to  direct  their  fervices. 
'  What  remittances  I  may  have  oc- 
cafion  for,  I  ftiall  become  your  peti- 
tioner to  grant,  and  doubt  not  but 
your  charity  will  extend  itfelf  as  far 
as  you  think  my  wants  may  reafon- 


ably  require.  I  am  fure  that  I  can 
feel  none  of  the  thoufandth  part  fo 
great  as  that  of  your  dear  fociety, 
which,  witliout  my  daring  to  alk,  you 
have  promifed  to  relieve. 
'  I  /hould  be  glad,  methinks,  how- 
ever, to  know  the  certainty  of  my 
doom;  that  is,  whether  I  may  have 
hope  of  returning  to  England,  or 
muft  content  myfelf  with  being  a  de- 
nizen of  France;  though  in  whatever 
place  my  lot  is  caft,  fdte  wiil  find  it 
vei  y  difficult  to  render  me  unhappy, 
while  permitted  to  fubfcribe  myfelf, 
with  the  moll  perfeft  and  pure  paf- 
fion,  my  dearelt  Jenny's  fervently 
and  unalterably  devoted  fervant, 

*  J.  Jessamy, 

'  P.  S.  I  need  not  tell  my  dear  Jen- 
'  ny  with  how  much  impatience 

*  I  (hall  long  for  the  arrival  of  the 
'  next  m.ail,  and  every  mail,  till 

*  weare  fohappyastomeetagain.* 

Having  read  the  letter,  (he  unfolded 
the  writing  which  accompanied  it,  anJ 
found  it  was  a  deed  of  conveyance  to 
herfelf  of  Jemmy's  whole  eftate,  both 
real  and  perfonal.  As  fhe  knew  not 
well  the  nature  of  thefe  things,  nor  for 
what  end  this  had  been  done,  it  threw 
her  into  fo  deep  a  reverie  that  (he  forgot 
Mr.  Morgan  was  in  the  room.  But 
that  gtntleman  perceiving  flie  had  done 
reading,  returned  to  the  feat  he  had 
lately  quitted;  and,  taking  her  by  the 
hand,  afked  her,  with  a  fmile,  what 
ftie  thought  of  the  gift  her  lover  had 
made  her.  '  Indeed,  Sir,'  anfwered 
(he,  '  I  know  not  what  to  think;  and 
'  fliould  be  at  a  very  great  lofs  how  to 
'  behave  on  the  occafion,  if  I  did  not 

*  depend  on  being  direfled  by  one  or 
'  other  of  the  two  worthy  perlbns  men- 

•  tioned  in  Mr.  Jefl'amy's  letter.' 

He  then  explained  to  her  all  (he 
wanted  to  know,  and  concluded  with 
fome  compliments  On  the  confidence 
Mr.  JelTamy  repofed  in  her:   '  If  ever 

•  I  fee  him  again,'  faid  he  pleafantly, 
«  I  (hall  tell  him  that  he  relies  much  on 

*  his  own  merit  to  imagine  he  can  fe- 
'  cure  the  affedlions  of  fo  fine  a  lady, 
'  after  endowing  her  with   a   fortune 

*  which  may  entitle  her  to  the  addreffes 
'  of  the  firft  nobleman  in   the  king- 

•  dom.' 

<  He  need  not  be  very  vain,'  return- 
Z  ed 


178 


JEMMY    AND    JEKNY    JESSAMY. 


cd  flie,  '  to  be  entirely  free  from  all 
appiehenfions  on  that  fcore.  But, 
Sir,'  continued  flie,  '  there  is  ano- 
ther danger,  which,  perhaps,  he  has 
not  thought  of j  i  h.?ve  a  k^'ifman, 
who,  though  a  very  diftant  one,  is 
yet  my  heir,  in  cafe  I  die  unm.irried, 
and  would  certainly,  after  my  de- 
mife,  feize  on  every  thing  which 
could  be  proved  had  been  in  my  pof- 
ftflion  at  that  time.' 
'  Demife'.'cried  Mr. Morgan.  '  How 
can  fiich  a  thought  come  into  your 
head  ?  A  virgin  in  her  bloom  talk  of 
dying!' — '  Things  more  unlikely, 
Sir,  have  come  to  pafs,'  faid  (he; 
and  I  am  for  leaving  nothing  to 
chance,  efpecially  on  fuch  an  account 
as  this:  as  the  firlt  proof,  therefore, 
of  that  afliftance  Mr.  Jeffamy  makes 
me  hope  for  from  you,  I  muft  entreat 
you  will  provide  me  an  able  lawyer, 
that  I  may  make  my  will,  and,  by 
bequeathing  back  to  Mr.  Jeflamy  his 
own  eftate,  with  my  whole  fortime 
annexed  to  it,  unite  both,  according 
as  our  parents  always  intended  they 
fhould  be.' 
Mr.  Morgan  looked  on  her  with  the 
higheft  admiration  all  the  time  (he  was 
fpeaking;  but  making  no  immediate 
anfwer,  (he  went  on,  infifting  that  he 
would  do  as  (b€  defired;  to  which  he 
at  lalt  confented,  and  promifed  to  bring 
an  attorney  with  him  in  the  afternoon; 
they  had  lljine  farther  converfaiion  to- 
gether, in  which  Jenny  difplayed  her- 
felf  fo  well,  without  aiming  to  do  fo, 
that  he  departed  quite  amazed  and 
charmed  to  find  fuch  generofity,  fuch 
juftice,  and  fuch  prudence,  in  a  perfon 
of  her  years. 

When  (he  was  left  alone,  and  had 
leifure  to  reflefl  on  what  Jemmy  had 
done,  it  <lid  not  feem  at  all  Itrange  to 
her  that  he  (hould  have  repofed  fo  much 
confidence  in  her,  becaufe  (lie  thought 
there  was  not  a  pcfTibility  for  any  wo- 
man in  the  world  to  be  wicked  enough 
to  abufe  fuch  a  truft;  but  (lie  wondered 
at  the  ha(le  he  made  to  execute  a  deed 
cf  this  nature,  whlcli  (he  could  fee  no 
iifcefiity  for  on  the  fcore  of  what  iiad 
pafled  between  him  and  Bellpine,  at 
leaft  as  yet.  After  a  little  paule — *  It 
moft  certainly  be,'  cried  (lie,  <  that  the 


generous  man   lias  caufed  this 


< 

*  dear 

*  inflrument  to  be  drawn  upmeielyfor 

*  my  fake,  thst  if  any  unforefetii  ac- 
«  eidsnt  (hould  fnatch   him   fuddenly 


from  the  world,  I  (hould  then  re- 
main in  an  undifturbed  po(re{rion  of 
all  he  left  behind:  no  other  motive 
can  have  induced  him  to  aft  in  this 
mannei-,  and   it  was  only  the  fecret 
iymparliy  of  my  foul  with  his,  that 
has  put  it  into  my  head  to  make  a 
will  in  his  favour.'    It  pleafed  her  to 
thi  ik  (he  had  found  a  way  to  be  even 
with  hini  in  his  tender  care,  and  longed 
for  the  return   of  Mr.  Morgan,    that 
file  might  put  in  execution  what  (he  had 
devifed. 

That  gentlemgn  came  in  the  after- 
noon, and,  according  to  the  promife 
(lie  had  exafted  from  him,  brought  with 
him  an  able  lawyer  of  his  particular 
acquaintance,  whom,  as  foon  as  the 
fiill:  civilities  were  over,  (lie  immediately 
fet  to  work  upon  thebufinefs  forwhich 
(lie  had  defu  ed  his  prefence. 

The  writing  being  entirely  finifliecf 
in  all  it's  forms,  and  witneffed  by  Mr. 
Morgan  and  the  people  of  the  houfe, 
whom  Jenny  had  ordered  to  be  called 
up  for  that  puipofe,  file  depofited  it  in 
Mr.  Morgan's  hands,  deliring  him  to 
keep  it  till  fiie  (liould  die,  unlefs  fome 
accident  (hould  oblige  her  to  demand 
it  back:  this  he  a(rured  her  he  would  do. 
Hill  affefting  to  fmile,  though  admiring 
within  himlelf  a  precaution  (b  uncom- 
mon in  a  young  lady.  But  whatever 
either  he  or  his  friend  the  lawyer  might 
think  of  her  on  this  occafion,  they  were 
afterwards  convinced,  by  the  vivacity 
and  fprightlinefs  of  her  converfation 
and  behaviour  during  the  whole  time 
they  continued  witii  her,  that  it  was  not 
by  any  melancholy  vapours  (he  had  been 
inrtigated  to  the  ftep  (he  had  taken, 
and  which  appeared  fo  extraordinary  to 
them,  as  indeed  it  well  might  do  to  per- 
fons  who  never  had  an  opportunity  of 
being  acquainted  with  tiie  greatncfs  of 
her  mind. 

C  II  A  P.     XIII. 

AFFORDS  LESS  MATTER  EITHER  OV 
INSTRUCTION  OR  ENTERTAIN- 
MENT THAN  MANY  OF  THE  FORM- 
ER; THOU'GH  PERHAPS  MORE  OF 
BOTH  THAM  CAN  BE  FOUND  IN 
SOME  OTHER  HISTORIES  OF  THE 
SAME  NATURE  WITH  THIS. 

HO  W    preferable   are   the    enjoy- 
ments of  the  mind  to  thofe  of  the 
body  !  Pcrfons  of  a  truly  delicate  way 

of 
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©f  thinking  findamuchgreater pleafure 
in  their  own  contemplations,  on  a  de- 
lightful fubjeft,  than  thofe  of  lefs  re- 
fined ideas  are  capable  of  taftingjn  the 
utmoft  gratification  of  the  fenfes. 

Our  amiable  Jenny  felt  a  more  per- 
feft  latisfaition  in  the  proof  fiie  had  re- 
ceived of  her  lover's  afFe6lion,  and  in 
that  ihe  had  juft  fhewn  of  her  own  for 
him,  than  fhe  had  ever  known  when 
with  him  ;  and  no  crofs  accident  had 
intervened  to  oblige  either  of  them  to 
exert  and  difplay  their  mutual  tender- 
nefs.  She  was  in  a  moft  delightful  fi- 
tuation  of  mind  on  this  occafion,  when 
Mr.  Morgan  made  her  another  morn- 
ing vilit,  on  a  bufsnefs  which,  he  doubt- 
ed not,  but  would  greatly  add  to  her 
contentmem.     It  was  this. 

The  finceregood- will  he  had  towards 
_femmy  had  made  him  indefatigable  in 
his  endeavours  to  find  out  the  tiue  ftate 
of  Belipjne's  condition;  he  had  gone 
and  fent  feveral  times  to  the  hoiife  where 
he  lodged,  without  being  able  to  get 
any  fatisfaflory  account,  fometimes  be- 
ins:  told  one  thins,  and  fometime  ano- 
ther;  they  even  refu/ed  to  let  him  know 
who  were  the  furgeons  that  attended 
him:  this,  however,  he  got  intelligence 
of  from  the  people  of  the  tavern  where 
the  accident  had  happened;  the  firft  to 
whom  he  applied  feemed  a  little  uneafy 
at  the  qufihons  he  put  to  him;  made 
very  (hort  and  evafive  anfwers,  the 
plaineft  of  which  was,  That  if  the 
gentleman  lived,  it  would  be  a  mira- 
cle. 

Mr.  Morgan,  not  contenting  himfelf 
with  this,  wept  direiSiiy  to  the  other, 
who  was  the  fame  that  had  been  fent 
by  Jemmy,  and  whom  he  found  of  a 
much  more  communicative  diCpoinion, 
though  le!s  able  to  give  him  the  infor- 
mation he  defired:  he  faid,  that  on  ex- 
amining the  wound,  he  had  thought  it 
a  very  Dad  one;  but  when  he  went  the 
next  morning  to  vifit  Mr.  Bellpine,  he 
was  told  by  lomebody  about  him,  that 
there  was  no  need  of  his  attendance,  and 
that  he  was  not  permitted  to  ftay  in  the 
room  even  while  the  fiilt  drefiings  were 
taken  off,  though  he  had  earnelily  re- 
quefted  it.  Mr.  Morgan  then  afked 
him,  if  he  apprehended  the  wound  to 
be  mortal  by  wliat  he  had  feen  of  it  at 
firft  ?  '  I  then  thought  it  fo,'  replied  the 
furgeon;  '  for,  had  it  been  as  limagin- 
f  ed,  be  muft  have  tlied  in  twelve  hours : 
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*  but  as  he  has  lived  till  now,  I  think 

*  I  may  fafely  pronounce  him  out  of 

*  danger,  except  a  fever  takes  him.' 

He  then  went  on,  and  gave  Co  many 
reafons,  from  the  ftrufture  of  the  hu- 
man body,  to  prove  that  if  Bellpine's 
wound  had  been  mortal,  he  muft  liave 
died  long  before  the  time  which  had 
elapfed  fince  his  receiving  it,  that  the 
hearty  old  gentleman  was  quite  con- 
vinced, and  ran  immediately  to  make 
Jenny  partaker  of  the  joyful  news. 

She  was,  indeed,  extremely  pleafed; 
but  faid  fhe  could  not  conceive  what 
motive  fliould  induce  Bellpine  or  his 
frier,ds  to  give  out  that  he  was  ftill  in 
danger,  if  it  was  not  really  fo.  '  Spite,* 
cried  Mr.  Morgan;  '  nothing  but  ipite, 

*  as  my  friend  Lee  fomewhere  has  it: 

<*  Spite,  by  the  gods!  proud  fpice,  and  burn- 
"  ing  envy." 

*  I  fee  into  his  defign,' continued  he, 

*  as  well  as  if  I  were  of  his  cabinet- 
'  council.  The  venomous  rever.g:ful 
'  ralcal  thinks,  as  long  as  he  can  make 

*  people  believe  his  life  is  defpaired  of, 
'  Mr.  Jeffamy  will  be  obliged  to  keep 

*  out  of  the  way:  but  he  may  be  out 
'   in  his  politicks;  the  furgeon  allures 

*  me,   that  he  will  depofe    -ipon   oath 

*  that  the  wound  is  not  mort-.l;  and  if 
'  (b,   Mr.  Jeffamy  may  come  over  as 

*  fcon  as  he  pleafes;  bail  will  he  tak- 
'  en  for  him,' — '  Ah,  Sir,  let  liim  not 
'   truft    to    that,'  cried   Jenny  haftily; 

*  and  I  befeech  you  do  not  advife  him 

*  to  it  when  you   write.' — '    I    advi.'e 

*  b.im,  Madam!'  anfwered  he,  *  not 
'   I  indeed;   I   fhall  only  tell  him  what 

*  I  think;  he  may  do  as  he  pleafes.'— 
'  You  may  be  certain,  Sir,'  refumed 
(he,  *  that  I  fhould  greatly  rejoice  in 
'  Mr.  JefTamy's  return,  if  he  could 
'  come  without  any  hazard  either  of 

*  his  life  or  liberty ;  but  yau  muft  par- 

*  don  me,  if  I  am  not  altogether  To  lan- 
'  guine  in  this  matter  as  you  feem  to 
'   be:  I  am  apt  to  hope,  and  believe  with 

*  you,  that  Bellpine  is  not  in  fo  dan- 
'  gerous  a  v.-ay  as   is  pretended;  but 

*  then,  methinks,  weought  not  to  build 

*  too  much  upon  the  affeveration  of  this 
'  furgeon,  whofe  judgment  we  cannot 

*  be  fure  is  infallible.' 

Mr,  Morgan  was  about  to  fay  fome- 
thing  in  anfwer  to  this,  but  was  pre- 
vented J  Jenny's  fervant  opened  the  door 
Z  z  inAantiy^ 
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inftantly,  and  told  her  that  Lady  Speck 
was  jult  coming  up  (tairs;  on  which  he 
took  his  leave  tor  that  time. 

After  the  ufual  lalutations  of  a  firft 
meeting  were  over,  and  they  hnd  Icat- 
ed  theiiifelves — '  If  the  heart  is  to  be 

*  judged  by  the  countenance,'  faid  La- 
dy Speck,  looking  earneltiy  on  her 
friend,  *  I  may  hope,  my  dear,  that 
'*  yours  is  foinewhat  lefs  depreffed  than 

*  It  has  been  of  late.'  On  her  fpeak- 
ing  in  this  manner,  Jenny  made  no 
Icriiple  to  repeat  to  her  all  flie  had  been 
told  oy  Mr.  Morgan  in  regard  to  Bell- 
pine's  condition,  and  alfo  the  realons 
v.'hich  both  of  them  had  afiigned  for 
his  caufing  it  to  be  reported  i'o  much 
worfe  than  ip  effe6l  it  was. 

•  Bellpine  muft  certainly  be  one  of 

*  the  moft  mil'chievons  fellows  in  the 

*  nniverfe,'  faid  Lady  Speck;  '  and 
fince  you  have  now  get  a  more  per- 
itO:  intelligence  of  his  fituation. I  may 
venture  to  let  you  know,  that  nothing 
can  be  more  terrible  titan  the  account 
given  of  it  by  his  fervant,  both  to 
Sir  Robert  and  Mr.  Lovegrove;  who, 
I  afiure  you,  did  not  fail  to  make  the 
enquiries  they  promifed  when  they 
weie  here  la(l;  and  it  has  been  only 
becaufe  they  were  unwilling  either  to 
deceive  you,  or  to  be  the  bearers  of 
an  unwelcome  truth,  that  they  have 
denied  themfeives  the  plealure  of 
waiting  on  you  for  fome  days.' 
Jenny  expreffed   herCelf  in  the  moft 

grateful  terms  for  the  generous  concern 
thofe  gentlemen  had  leemed  to  take  in 
her  affairs;  and  then  began  to  turn  the 
converfation  on  fome  other  topick:  but 
there  was  fomething  in  the  behaviour 
of  Bellpine,  which  appeared  fo  peculiar 
as  well  as  bafe,  in  the  opinion  of  Lady 
Speck,  that  (lie  could  talk  of  little  ell'e 
all  the  time  (lie  Itaid,  whicli,  indeed, 
was  not  very  long,  her  ladvfhip  being 
in  her  diftiabille,  and  in  haile  to  go 
home  to  drefs  for  dinner. 

She  was  no  fooner  gone,  than  Jen- 
ry's  fervant  acquainted  her,  that  a  la- 
dy who  called  herfelf  Sophia  had  been 
to  wait  on  her.  *  Sophia!'  cried  (he 
haftily;  *  why  then  did  you  not  fliew 
her  up?' — '  You  had  company,  Ma- 
dam,' anfwercd  he,  '  and  (he  iaid  fhe 
rather  chole  to  wait  on  you  when  you 
were  auite  alone,  and  that  (he  would 
come  again  in  the  aiternoon  to  fee  if 
you  weie  (o.' 
If  the  reader  has  forgot  this  young 


c 
( 
( 
< 

< 
t 

< 
f 
< 

< 


lady,  he  may  have  recourfe  to  the  fecond 
chapter  of  the  firft  volume,  where  he 
will  find  her  cliarafler  at  large;  and 
now  need  only  to  he  told,  that  Jenny, 
wliohad  not  heard  of  her  being  in  town, 
was  extremely  gbd  that  (he  Ihould  have 
a  perfon  near  her,  in  whom  (lie  placed 
more  confidence  than  in  molt  others  cf 
her  acquaintance. 

The  pleafure  of  this  friend's  return 
did  not,  however,  make  her  forget  that 
it  was  poll  day,  and  that  (lie  had  an 
obligation  to dilcharge,  which  could  not 
be  dilpenfed  with  by  any  other ;  and, 
therefore,  to  prevent  any  intenuption 
which  (^c!ay  might  occalion,  ("at  down 
immediately,  and  wrote  the  following 
lines; 


'    TO  JAMES  JESSAMV,    ESQ^ 
'  MY    DEAR    JEMMY, 

*  T  Received  the  trult  you  repofcd  in 
■*■   *  me,  of  which  I  (liall  be  a  very 

*  faithful  llewaid;  but  I  have  ju(t  heaid 
'  fomething  which  makes  me  hope  you 
'  might  have  fpaied  youi  (elf  that  trou- 
'   ble.     Your  woithy  friend  Mr.  Mor- 

*  gan  will  write  ;o  you  the  particuhus, 

*  and,  perhaps,  fubjoin   fome  advice, 

*  which,  though  I  am  certain  he  means 
'  well,  cannot  confent  you-(liould  com- 
'  ply  with.  So  much  as  I  prize  your 
'  prelence,  I  (hould  tremble  to  behold 

*  you  here,  while  there  remains  even 
'  the  moft  dirtant  menace  either  to  your 
'  life  or  liberty. 

'  A  little  time,  of  courfe,  nuift  put 

*  an  end  to  our  fufpenfe;  till  tlien, 
'  therefore,    I    conjure   you,    content 

*  yourfeif  with  the  alfurance  I  havcgiv- 
'  en  you,  and  now  again  rej)eat,  that  if 
'  you  cannot  come  to  me,  I  will  go  to 
'  you,  and  endeavour,   by  every  thing 

*  in  my  power,  to  foften  the  afperlty  uf 

*  all  other  lolTes. 

'  I  fear,  indeed,  you  pafs  your  days 
'  in  a  manner  uncomfortable  enough ; 
'  without  friends,  without  acquaint- 
'  ance,  without  any  companion  but 
'  your  own  mclanchuly  thoughts;  no- 

*  thing  to  pleafe,  or  even  to  amofeyour 

*  mind.     I  am   ignorant  of  the  place 

*  you  are  in;  I  only  know  it  is  on  the 
'  fea-coaft:   there,  methinks,  I  fee  you 

*  often  wandeimg,  calling  a  wi.Oiful 
'  eye  towards  wh.it  you  left  behind, 
'  and  alnioft  curfnif;  fortune  for  the  de- 
'  privation.  Tell  iiie,  niy  Jemmy,  does 

*  niy  fancy  paint  your  fituaiion  luch  as 

«  it 
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*  it  is  ?  I  niall  rejoice  to  find  myfelf  cle- 

*  ceived,  and  to  hear  that  Calais  is  not 

*  wanting  in  matters  of  agreeable  en- 

*  tertninment.     Believe,  you  can  give 

*  no  account  fo  welcome  to  me  as  that 

*  of  your  being  pel  feclly  caCy:   endea- 

*  votir,  at  leaft,  to  make  yourfelf  fo,  I 
«  befeech  you,  till  the  circuniftances  of 
'   things  ppimit  you  to  he  happy,  and  to 

*  make  happy  ail  your  friends,   parti- 

*  culariy  her  who  is,  with  an  unfeign- 

*  ed  affeiSlion,  dear  Jemmy,  yours  eter- 

*  nally, 

•  J.  Jessamy. 

*  P.  S.  I  cannot  clofe  this  without 

*  once  more   conjuring  you,   not 

*  for  your  own  fake  but  mine,  not 
'  to  th:nk  of  returning  till  we  fliall 
<  be  well  affured  that  Bellpine  has 

*  left  his  chamber.' 

She  foon  found  how  much  (he  had 
bten  in  the  right  to  lay  hold  of  the  firll 
opportunity  to  prepare  the  above,  other- 
wife  flie  might  h  !ve  been  prevented  from 
doing  it  all  that  dayj  for  Sophia,  who 
had  a  gi  eat  deal  to  fay  to  her,  came  very 
early  in  the  afternoon. 


CHAP.     XIV. 

CONTAINS  A  VERY  STRANGE  AN© 
DETESTABLE  INSTANCE  OF  PER- 
FIDIOUSNESS  AND  INGRATITUDE, 
IN  A  PERSON  OF  THE  MOST  HO- 
NOURABLE  VOCATION. 

THESE  two  young  ladies,  who, 
from  their  childhood,  had  prefeiv- 
ed  an  entire  friendfliip  for  each  other, 
could  not  meet,  after  an  abfence  of 
manv  months,  without  the  utmoft  de- 
monllrations  of  affeftion  on  both  fides; 
after  which  Jenny  gently  reproached 
the  other,  as  having  been  very  remifs 
of  late  in  writing  toher;  and  that, when  • 
ever  (he  did  fb,  her  letters  had  been 
fliort,  refei  ved,  and  fuch  as  ordinarily 
pal's  between  perfons  who  conveile  to- 
gether merely  through  coinplailar.ee. 

'  Your  charge  would  be   very  juft,' 
faid  Sopiiia,  '  had  it  been' in  my  power 

•  to  have  acled  otherwife  than  I  did  ; 
«   but  inJee  i,  my  dear  Mifs  Jelfamy,  I 

•  had  no;hing   to    write,    except    fuch 

•  things  as  were  utterly  improper  for 
'  me  to  communicate  by  the  polt.  I 
f  am   now^    however,'  continued  flie, 


with  a  deep  figh,  *  come  to  tell  you  aU, 
'  as  well  as  totake  in  v  everlaitinc;  leave.* 

Thefe  words,  and  the  manner  tn 
which  they  were  delivered,  threw  Jenny 
into  fo  great  an  altoiiiilinient,  that  (lie 
had  not  the  power  of  a(king  an  expla- 
nation of  them;  which  the  other  per- 
ceiving, faved  her  the  trouble  of  fpeak- 
ing,  and  went  on. 

'   Yes,'  connnued  (lie,  '  I  (liill  very 

*  (hoitlv  be  removed  from  all  that  ever 
'  yet  have  known  me;  /liall  quic  Eng- 
'  land  as  fo^n  as  the  ve(rcl  that  is  to 
'  can  y  me  is  ready  to  put  to  fea,  which 

*  I  hope  will  be  in  a  very  few  days} 
'  nor,  when  you  have  hfard  my  unhap- 

*  py  I'tory,  will  you  think  it  ftrange 
'  that  i  (hould  be  impatient  to  go  from 
'  a  place  where  I  have  received  fucli 
'  cruel  injultice.  as,  perhaps,  no  vvo- 
'  man  but  myi'elf  ever  met  with.' 

*  Heavens!  of  what  nature?'  cried 
Jenny  with  foine  eagernefs.  *  Of  a 
'  moli  monltrous,  and  I  believe,  unpre- 

*  cedented  one,'  replied  flie:  '  but  I 
'  will  keep  you  no  longer  in  fufpenfej 
'  you  fliall  at  once  be  let  into  the  fc- 
'  cret  of  thofe  wrongs  I  have  fuftain- 

*  ed,  and  of  the  folly  which  expofed  me 

*  to  them.' 

Finding  Jenny  made  no  anfwer,  but 
was  prep  ired  to  give  attention  to  what 
(he  was  about  to  fay,  flie  wiped  otfibme 
tears,  which,  in  fpite  of  her  endeavours 
to  reltrain  them,  fell  from  her  eyes,  and 
then  began  the  recital  (he  had  promif- 
ed,  in  the  following  terms. 

THE  HISTORY  OF  SOPHIA. 

*  '\7  0U    may   remember,    my    dear 

^  '  M\k  Jeffamy,'  faid  (he,  «  in 
'  what  a  rage  my  brother  fiew  out  of 
'  the  houie  after  the  ridiculous  ad*en- 
'  ture  you  was  witnefs  of,  tlie  lafttime 
'  you  favoured  me  with  a  vifit;  he  then 

*  went  no  farther  than  to  a  gentleman's 
'  feat  about  four  miles  diftant;  but 
'  from  thence  proceeded  to  London, 
'  where  lie  continued  full  three  months: 
'  on  his  returii,  he  appeared  very  pen- 
'  five  and  difcont^^nted,  which  I  at  fir  ft 
'   imputed  to  the  dilappointment  he  had 

*  received  from  the  lady  you  faw;  but 
'  I  foon  found  it  arofe  from  a  quite 
'  different  caufe.     He  had,   it   Items, 

*  mortgaged  the  beil  psrt  of  iiis  e(\ate 

*  to  dilcharge  fonie  debts  he  had  con- 
'  tra(5ied  at  play,  the  only  vice  I  knowr 
'  him  guilty  of,  but  to  which  he  has 

*  always 
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*  always  been  too  much  addicted:   he 

*  had  thegenerofity,however,to  pay  my 

*  fortune,  which  wasbut  fiveandtwen- 

*  ty  hundred  pounds,  into  the  bank.  He 

*  now  gave  me  the  bills,  and  told  me, 
«  thathemnftgoandlivein  thefouthern 

*  parts  of  France  till  he  had  retrieved 

*  his  circumftances,   and  that   he  had 

*  fpoke  to  a  gentleman  about  letting 

*  his  houfe;  but  added,  that  I  (liould 

*  be  welcome  to  liay  in  it,  and  have  the 

*  ul'e  of  every  thing,  till  a  tenant  conUl 
»  be  found,  if  I  chofe  to  do  (o.     This 

*  oft'sr,  having  my  own  reafons  lor  it, 

*  i  •-^iadly  accepted  of.    He  had  before 

*  prepared  every  thing  for  his   depar- 

*  lure,  and  in  four  days  left  me  to  my- 

*  felf. 

'  You  will,  doubtlefs,   wonder  that 

*  I  ftjould  cluife  to  remain  in  a  great 

*  lone  houfe  without  any  companion, 

*  and  be  at  the  expence  of  keeping  two 

*  maids  and  a  man-fervant,  which  the 

*  income  of  my  little  fortune  could  ill 

*  afford,    rather  than    come    to   town, 

*  where  I  might  have  been  boarded  in 

*  a  genteel    family,   and   lived   much 

*  cheaper,  and   more  agreeably  in  the 

*  opinion  of  every  body  but  myfelf.   I 

*  will  tell  you  my  reafon  for  all  this; 

*  it  was  love;  love,  that  fatal  phrenzy 

*  cf  our  fex,  that  fure  deftruition  of  all 

*  that  Is  diar  to  wom.'\nkind.     1  ought 
«  to  blulh  even  at  the  remembrance  I 

*  ever  was  directed  by  it,  much  more 

*  to  confefs  the  fhameful  folly.' 

•  Hold,  my  dear  Sophia,'  cried  jen- 
ny, interrupting  her,   *  lake  care  wiiat 

*  you  lay:  Mr.  Drycien  was  certainly 

*  as  c'ood  a  judge  cf  human  nature  as 

*  you  c;4n  pretend  to  be;  and  he  tells 

*  us,  that — 

•'  Ijnve's  an  heroick  pafnon,  which  can  find 
*'  No  room  in  any  bale  aegen'raje  mind; 
*•  it  khidlcs  all  the  foul  wicti  h-^nour  s  fiie, 
"  To  make  the  lover  worthy  his  defiie." 

*  And  I  am  of  opinion,  that  a  vir- 

*  foous  love,  I'uchas  1  doubt  not  yours 

*  v.is,  ought  never  to  be  repented  or 

*  siliamed  of.' — '  I  allow  the  truih  of 

*  whst  youfay,' anfwered  Sophia;  '  but 

*  then  it  mult  be  a  love  condiicled  with 
'  p  odence,  and  for  a  worthy  ohjedL 

*  IVjine,  alas!   had  neither  the  one  nor 

*  the  other  of  thel'e  excul'es  to  plead  in 

*  it's  defence,  as  you  will  prelently  be 

*  convinctrd.' 

lisic  fee  flopped  to  give  palHige  to 


fome  fighs  which  had  been  labouring 
in  her  bofom ;  after  which,  growing  a 
little  more  compofed,  (he  went  on  in 
the  profecution  of  her  narrative. 

'  While  my  brother  was  at  London,' 
refumed   (he,  •  I  unfortunately,   as  it 
has  proved,   happened  into  the  ac- 
quaintance of  a  young  officer  in  the 
army,   called  Willmore.     The   fiitl 
time  I  faw  him  was  at  a  gentleman's 
houfe  about  a  mile  diftani  from  ours, 
where  I    fometimes    vifited:  though 
there  were  feveral  other  ladies  in  the 
company,  he  feemed  to  take  a  parti- 
cular notice  of  me,  and  I  could  not 
avoid  doing  fo  of  him.   He  has,  in- 
deed, every  thing  in  his  perfon  that 
can  attraft  the  eye,  and  captivate  the 
heart;  lie  is  handfome,   well  made, 
genteel,   has  abundance  of  wit  and 
vivacity;  and,  thoifgh  he  talks  a  great 
deal,  never  fpcaks  but  tn  the  purpofe, 
'   When  I  took  my  leave,  he  would 
needs  fee  me  home,  though  I  had  a 
fervant  with  me,  and  but  three  little 
fields  to  crofs.      I  refilled  tliis  offer  ; 
but  mult  own  I  could  not  help  being 
very  well  pleafed  that  he  perlifted  in 
it.    In  (bort,  he  came  home  with  rne  j 
and  though,  as  we  walked,  he  enter- 
tained me  only  with  common   fub- 
jeils  of  converfation,  yet  he  treated 
them  in  fuch  a  manner  as  appeared  to 
me  vsry  agreeable. 
*  Among  other    things,   happening 
to  tell   me  that  he   had  lodgings  at 
Wmdfor,    and    was    almoll   always 
there,  when  rrot  obliged  to  be  with 
the  regiment,    I  faid  it  was  a  thing 
feldom   heard  of,  that   a  gay  young 
gentleman,  like  him,  fliould  prefer  a 
lir'le  countrv   town  to  the  pleafures 
of  London  :  to  which  he  replied,  that 
hunting    and   reading  were   his    fa- 
vourite pleafiircs.      "  The  one,"  faid 
he,    "   I   frequently,  take   with  very 
'   g.jod  company;  and  the  other  I  arn 
'   here  mure  at  liberty  to  indulge  my- 
«  felf  in  tlian  I  could  poHibly   be  in 
'  London."     He  then  alked  me  if  I 
took  any  delight  in  the  latter  of  thefe 
amufcmems  ;  and  on  my  anfwering 
that  I  did  — "  Becaufe,  Madam," 
rejoined  he,  "  I  have  all  the  publick 
'  papers  and  new  pamphlets  conftantly 
'   lent  down  to  me  as  they  come  out ; 
'  and,  if  you  will  give  me  leave,  will 
'  wait  on  you  with  luch  of  them  as  I 
'   fhall  find  worthy  of  your  perufal." 
'  Though  I  plainly  faw  this  was  no 
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m&re  than  a  pretence  to  vifit  me,  yet 
I  thought  it  To  handfome  a  one,  and 
afforded  me  To  good  an  excuf'e  for 
granting  him  the  permiilion  he  de- 
iired,  that  I  hefitated  not  to  tell  him 
that  I  ftiould  readily  accept,  and  be 
thankful  for,  the  favour  he  men- 
tioned. 

*  This  was  the  method  he  took  to 
introduce  himfelf.  He  was  almoft 
every  day  bringing  me  fome  new 
book  or  other ;  and,  in  return  for  this 
civility,  I  lent  him  fuch  as  h?  cliofe 
to  read  out  of  my  brother's  colle6li;in, 
which  is  efteemed  a  very  good  one.  At 
firft,  our  converfation  turned  chiefly 
on  the  fubjefls  with  which  we  had 
mutually  obliged  each  other;  but, 
after  a  few  vifits,  he  threw  off  that  re- 
ftraint  he  had  hitherto  been  under, 
and  profcffed  himfelf  my  lover. 

<  As  I  have  already  confuffed  the 
liking  I  had  of  his  perfon,  you  will 
not  expeft  to  hear  that  I  received  the 
declaration  of  his  pafllon  wi'.h  any 
difdain  ;  on  the  contrary,  I  am  afrnid 
I  liftened  to  it  with  too  vifible  an  ap- 
probation :  but,  however  that  might 
be,  (for,  indeed,  I  do  not  well  re- 
member how  I  behaved  at  that  time) 
all  that  I  know  is,  that  I  forbad  not 
his  addreffes. 

*  1  will  not  give  you  the  trouble  of 
hearing,  nor  myfelf  the  confuiion  of 
re|x;3ting,  how  very  eafily  I  was  won 
to  give  credit  to  every  thing  he  faid 
in  relation  to  his  pretended  paflion  ; 
ior  fuch  you  will  find  it  was ;  and 
not  only  pretended  for  the  fake  of 
gallantry  and  amufement,  but  for  the 
carrying  on  a  defign  the  molt  low, 
bale,  and  dilhonourable,  tliat  ever  en- 
tered the  heart  of  man,  much  iel's  of 
a  gentleman,  to  conceive  or  put  in 
prailrice, 

'  It  was  in  the  height  of  his  court- 
fliip  that  my  brother  came  home.  The 
hurry  of  his  affairs,  the  dil'content  he 
was  in,  and  the  (hort  time  he  ftuid, 
hindered  me  from  faying  any  thing 
to  him  concerning  my  new  lover  : 
but  you  now  may  perceive  the  mo- 
tive which  induced  me  fo  readily  to 
embrace  the  offer  he  made  me  of  Itay- 
ins  in  his  houfe  after  he  was  gone.  I 
knew  Willmore  was  fond  .of  tlie 
country;  and  I  dreaded  left  I  ihould 
fee  him  lels  tVequently  in  town:  fool 
that  I  was,  not  to  cvnfidtr  that  a  man 


who  truly  loved  would   follow  me 
any  where! 

*  As  we  grew  more  familiar  in  con- 
verfation. I  found  he  was  much  better 
acquainted  vi-ith  the  circumftances  of 
our  family  than  I  could  have  thought 
he  was.  Among  other  things,  he  one 
day  mentioned  my  brother's  latemif- 
carriage;  and  afked  me,  with  fome 
concern,  whether  it  had  been  any  pre- 
judice to  my  fortune.  I  told  him  that 
it  had  not,  and  related  to  him  hovsr 
tender  he  had  been  of  me  in  that 
point ;  at  which  he  feemed  extremely 
pleafed,  and  faid  no  more  upon  that 

fubjva. 

'  Soon  after  this  he  went  to  London, 
where  he  ftaid  upwards  of  a  week;  a 
much  longer  time  than  ever  he  had 
done  fince  my  acquaintance  with  him. 
The  fame  day  which  brought  him 
again  to  Windfor,  brought  him  alfo 
to  vifit  me;  but  though  hisexprefTions 
were,  I  think,  more  endearing  and 
more  piflionate  than  ever  they  had 
been,  I  perceived  there  was  a  certain 
air  of  melancholy  about  him,  vvhicii 
very  much  affefted  me:  I  could  not 
forbear  taking  notice  of  it  to  him  j 
and  afked  him,  with  more  tendernefs 
than  perh;ips  became  me,  if  any  ill 
accident  had  happened  to  him  dnce 
he  left  me.  He  told  me  not  any;  but 
added,  that  he  had  been  a  little  vexed, 
and  could  not  help  thinking  himfelf 
a  very  unluckv  fellow. 
'  On  my  farther  defiring  him  to  let 
me  know  the  occafion  of  liis  chagrin, 
he  told  me,  that  he  could  not  content 
himfelf  with  the  condition  of  a  fubal- 
tern  ;  that  he  had  never  entered  into 
the  army  but  with  the  hopes  of  riling 
in  it;  nor  had  accepted  of  a  lieute- 
nancy, which  was  the  commiffion  he 
then  bore,  but  with  the  expe6lation 
of  being  foon  a  captain,  "  Now," 
faid  he,  "  juif  at  this  junflure,  an  old 
'  cfiiccr  has  got  leave  tu  fell  out;  and 
'  I  might  have  his  commiffion  forabout 
a  thoufand  guineas  and  my  own  in 
exchange,  which  I  have  a  gentleman 
ready  to  purchafe.  This  it  is,  my 
dear  Sopina,"  added  he,  "  that  has 
fo  much  difconcertedme;  for,  though 
I  have  offered  a  vej-y  large  premium, 
and  my  own  bond  to  pay  the  mont-y 
quarterly,  I  can  no  way  raife  it." 
*'  Blefs  me!"  cried  I,  «'  have  you 
''  no   friends,  no  relations,   who,    on 

"  fuch 


1^4 


JEMMY    AND    JENNY    JESSAMY. 


•*  fuch  an  occallon  would  not  advance 

•'  ihat  fum?"  — "  Yes,  leveral,  '  an- 

*  ("vveieii  he,   "  who  would   do  it  fur  a 

'*  word  i[)v;aking  ;  but  they  are  all  of 

*'  them  either  out  of  the  kingdom,  or 

*'  at  their  countvy-feats,   I   know  not 

•*  how  far  cfr  5   and  the  thing  muft  l.e 

«'  done   immediately,    or   not   at    all ; 

«*  and  Heaven  knows  whether  I  (]»all 

**  ever  meet  with  luch  an  opportunity 
-    ,,, 


•*  again  ! 

«  Indeed,   my  dear  Mifs   JefTamy,'' 
continued  flie,  '  I  thought  it  a  gi  eat  pity 

*  that  any  man,  much  moie  the  perfi.n 

*  I  loved,  and   intended  to  maile  my 

*  hntTjand,   fhould  lole  To  roiifiderable 

*  an  advantage   tliroiigh  the    want  of 

*  what  was  in  my  power  tc  fupply  him 

*  \»ith.     I  did  not  coi.ilder  much  on 

*  t'.ie  matter  J  but  llepped  to  my  cabi- 

*  net.  and  took  out  b.ink-bills  to  tbe 

*  arriount  of  a  thoul'and  pounds,  which 

*  I  putdireftlysntoh's  hands.  "There, 
*'  Mi-.WiUmore,"  faid  I,  «'  is  the  fum 
•'  you  itand  in  need  of;  and  I  hope 
♦'  It  will  not  come  too  late  to  lay  oat  in 
•'  the  purchafe  you  iTiention." 

*  Thougli  I  believe  he  faw  enough 

*  into  my  weaknefs  to  exptfl  I  wouid 

*  do  as  I  did,  yet  he  feemed  equally  I'ur- 

*  prized  as  tranfported  with  it.  "  Vv'ell, 
*'  my  dear  Sophia,"  cried  he,  ki.Tmg 

*  my  hand,  "  t!:is  is  generous  indeed, 
"  and  trulv  like  voujfct !  ButllKipe," 

*  continued  he,  ''  you  v^ill  (bon  con- 
*•  fent  to  reap  fome  part  of  the  benefit 
*•  of  the  favour  you  hae  confencd  ; 
*'  and,  as  promotions  rn  the  army  mult 
*'  come  by  degrees,  who  knows  but  you 
*•  mav  one  day  fee  vour  lover  (I  flatter 
«'  mylelf,  long  before  then  your  huf- 
*'  band)  at  the  head  of  a  icgiii»ent,  In- 
"  rtead  of  a  company  ?" 

*  I  leplitd,  that  I  wifhed  him  fuccefs 

*  for  his  own  fake;  and  as  to  what  re- 

*  lated  to  myfelf,  we  would  talk,  of  that 

*  hereafter.     He  then  told  me,  that  he 

*  would  go  to  London  very  early  the 
'  next  morning  ;  and,  at  his  return, 
'  bring  with  him  a  bond  in  exchange 

*  for  the  bills  I  liad  obliged  him  with  : 
*'  Which,"  added  he,  with  a  gay  air, 
"  if  you  (hould  not  think  fufficient,  I 
•'  am  ready  to  give  you  my  perfon  as 
•'  a  collateral  fccurity." 

She  was  in  this  p<irt  of  her  ftory  when 
thr-  tea-equipage,  that  important  article 
of  a  lady's  drawing-room,  was  brought 
in;  on  which  flie  was  obliged  to  break 
cfi  till  it  fhould  be  icmoved. 


CHAP.     XV. 

IS   ONLY   A  CONTINUATION  OF  THE 
SAME   STORY. 

'  I  ^HE  ladies  having  finifhed  their 
jL  Utile  regale,  and  the  gentleman- 
tifhtr  of  ihe  cerenrony  withdrawn  with 
his  tea-kettle  ;uul  bnnp,  Jenny  beo-an  to 
tedify  fome  impatience  for  the  know- 
ledge of  an^  event  which,  as  yet,  fhe 
could  have  no  other  room  to  guefs  at 
than  by  thi  exclamations  of  Sophia. 

'  It  I  had  not  been  infatuated  to  a 
'  degree  beyond  what  ever  woman  was,' 
refumed  that  lady,  '  I  muft  have  feea 
'  that,  whatever  W^illmoie  pretended, 
'   his  head  was   much   more  taken   up 

*  with  the  thoughts  of  his  commifTion 

*  than  of  his  padioii  for  me ;  for,  after 
'  the  firll  retributions  were  over,  he 
'  talked  of  little  elfe  during  the  whole 
'  time  he  l^aid. 

'  He.  took  his  leave,  however,  in  a 

*  manner   tender   enough  j    and   I  re- 

*  maincd  perftfily  fatisfied  with  his 
<  behaviour,  as  well  as  with  myfelf  for 
'  what  I  had  done.   So  high  an  idea  had 

*  I  both  of  his  love  and  honour,  that 

*  when,  indcad  of  feeing  him  in  five  or 

*  fix  days,   as  he  h  id  made  me  expeil, 

*  I  heard  nothing  of  hiui  in  t!.ree  whole 
'  weeks,  I  was  far  fiom  enttrtaining 
'the  leaft  Aifpicion  of  him;   nor  felt 

*  any  other  alarms  than  what  proceeded 
'  from  my  fears  that  fome  ill  accident 
'   might  have  bef.ill'jii  liim. 

*  But  at  lad  he  removed  all  my  ap. 

*  prehenfions  on  that  fcore  by  fending 

*  me  a  lett;r,  or  rather  billet,  contain- 

*  ing  thcfc  lines. 

"  TO  MISS  SOPHIA  ******. 
"  M.^DAM, 

"  I  Have,  at  laft,  accomplifhcd  my  af- 
^  "  fairs,  which  took  me  up  more 
'•  time  and  expcnce  than  I  imagined  : 
*'  all  is  now  over,  however;  and  there 
"  remains  but  one  thing  more  to  make 
"  jTie  compleatly  happy.  I  Oiall  be  at 
"  WinJlbr  in  a  few  days,  and  will  then 
"  do  myfelf  the  pleulure  of  waiting  on 
••  you;  till  when,  believe  me, with  great 
"  refpca,  Madam,  your  moft  humble 
'•  and  obedient  fervant, 

•'  G.  WiLLMORf." 

•  You 
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*  You  look  aftoniftied,  my  dear  Mifs 
Jefllimyj^piirfued/he,  perceiving  Jen- 

y  did  fo  5  *  and  well  indeed  you  may  ! 
Did  ever  man  write  ("ucli  a  letter  to  a 
woir.an  he  courted, who  he  knew  loved 
him,  and  from  whom  he  had  received 
fo  great  an  obligation  ?  Ytt,  (would 
you  think  it  poifible  ?)  not  even  this 
opened  my  blinded  eyes !  I  doubted 
not  but,  by  the  one  thing  remaining 
to  make  him  compleatly  bleiTed,  he 
meant  the  confummation  of  our  mar- 
riagej  and  the  kindncfs  of  that  ex - 
preffion  fufBced  with  me  to  atone  for 
all  the  cool  indifference  of  the  reft. 

*  Eight  days  more,  from  the  time  of 
my  receiving  this  epiftle,  were  elapfed 
without  my  feeing  or  hearing  any 
thing  farther  of  him:  but  when,  at 
the  expiration  of  tliat  time,  he  came, 
whatever  doubts  might  have  been  be- 
ginning to  rife  in  my  mind,  they  ail 
vanifhed  as  foon  as  he  appeared,  and 
were  fucceeded  by  a  double  portion 
of  fatisfaction. 

•  I  know  not  whether  it  was  owing 
to  his  being  fo  long  abfent  from  me, 
or  whether  the  fuccefs  of  his  affairs 
had  diffufed  a  more  than  ordinary 
fprightlinefs  through  all  his  air,  but, 
methought,  he  looked  more  charm- 
ing, more  engaging,  than  ever:  the 
pafHon  he  pretended  to  have  for  me 
leemed  alfo  to  be  increafed  even  to  a 
romantick  height;  and,  after  telling 
me  that  his  own  lawyer  being  out  of 
town,  and  not  chnfing  to  employ  any 
other,  he  had  not  brought  the  bond 
he  promifed — "But  what  occafion," 
crieci   he,  tagerly  kifling  my   hand, 

is  there  for  the  formality  of  a  bond, 
when  you  have  my  heart,  my  foul, 
in  your  poffcfiion  ?  When  inyfelf, 
and  all  I  um  or  ever  fhall  be  malter 
of,  is  entirely  at  your  command  ; 
never  happy  till  vou  accept  the  of- 
fer I" 

'  In  a  word,  he  continued  to  prefs 
me  fo  clofeiy  on  the  article  of  mar- 
riage all  that  whole  evening,  tliat,  be- 
fore we  parted,  I  made  him  a  kind  of 
half  promife ;  and,  to  confels  the 
truth,  (for  I  will  hide  nothing  from 
you)  I  was  at  that  time  fo  much 
foftened  by  the  artifices  he  put  in 
prailice,  that  if  I  did  not  fay  politively 
I  would  be  his,  it  was  owing  rather 
to  my  bafhfnlnefs  than  want  of  in- 
clinaiion  lo  comply. 

•  Indeed,  when  1  came  to  reafon  with 


myfclf,  I  thought  it  would  be  a  piece 
of  illly  nicety  to  keep  him  any  longer 
in  fufpenfe  ;  that  his  family,  his  per- 
fon,  his  accomplifhments,  and  the 
poft  he  had  now  obtained,  might  en- 
tale  him  to  a  woman  of  a  larger  for- 
tune than  I  was  miftrefs  of  5  and  that, 
putting  love  entirely  out  of  the  quef- 
tion,  nobody  would  condemn  the 
choice  I  had  made  of  him.  In  (hort, 
my  dear,  having  ihus  fixed  my  refo- 
lution,  the  next  vifit  aiTured  iiim  of 
myconfent;  and  I  told  him  that  I 
was  ready  to  give  him  my  hand,  as 
foon  as  every  thing  neceffary  for  that 
ceremony  could  be  prepared. 

•  I  had  often  heard  him,  in  cafual 
converfation,  exprefs  a  great  diflike 
of  publick  weddings;  and  he  now 
reprcfented,  that  for  ours  to  be  fo  muft 
infallibly  be  attended  with  inany  in- 
conveniences, "  For  befides,"  faid 
he,  "  the  ridiculous  buftle  of  drums, 

'  trumpets,  epitlislamiums,  that  al- 
'  ways  difturb  the  {lumbers  of  people 
'  on  their  fird:  going  to  bed  togetiter 
'  with  a  licence,  there  are  fo  many 
'  young  offictrs  of  my  acquaintance 
'  who  would  come  the  next  morning 
'  to  congi-atulate  me  on  my  happinefs, 
'  as  I  know  would  be  fliocktngto  the 

*  moJefty  of  mv  dear  Sophia." 

*  Finding  I  approved  of  what  he 
faid — "  P^or  the  reafons  I  have  men- 

'  tioned,"  refumtd  he,  "  Windfur 
'  would  be  the  mo(t  improper  place  in 
'  the  world:  we  both  are  fo  well  knowa 
'  there,  that,  the  moinerit  we  are 
'  tacked,  the  bells  would  immediately 
'  proclaim  what  we  had  been  about. 
'  The  thing  can  be  done  no  where  with 
'  fo  much  privacy  as  111  London;  and, 
'  to  tell  you  the  truth,  Uiough  perhaps 
'  you  will  laugh  at  my  fuperftition,'* 
continued  he,   "  my  fatlicr  and  mo- 

*  ther  were  married  at  Elv  Chapel  : 
'   their  whole  livts  were  a  lei  ies  of  love 

*  and  joy;     and   I   ihould   like,    me- 

*  thinks,  that  my  happinefs  (hv)uld  be 
'   fixed  at  the  fatnt*  altar  theirs  was." 

'  I  could  not,  indeed,  forbear  railly- 
ing  him  a  little  on  this  whim;  but 
replied,  that  I  had  not  the  leaft  ob- 
jcftion  to  the  place  he  mentioned; 
but,  on  the  cotitrary,  fhould  chufe 
that  the  ceiernoiiy  ihouid  be  per- 
formed therr-,  rather  than  m  any  pa- 
ri (h  church  whatevtr.  He  then  toIJ 
me,  that,  having  fiattere-.l  himleif 
with  finding  me  no  lefs  juit  to  his 
J  A  '  paffioi; 
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pa{T!on  than  Inowhadbeenjhehati  al- 
ready marly  fome  prt-pmations,  whicli 
he  hoped  wculft  not  be  difpleafing  to 
me.  I  alked  liim  of  what  nature  ;  to 
which  he  replied,  th?"  he  had  an  aunt, 
3n  excellent  good  old  lady,  whoirs  he 
liaii  made  the  confiJanle  of  his  coiirt- 
fhip  to  me  ;  that,  by  the  charafter  he 
had  given  hw  of  me,  ll^e  approved 
hii;hlv  of  the  match;  and  that  v.e 
fliotiid  be  welcome  to  an  apartment  in 
her  houfe  till  we  could  take  one  for 
onrfelves,  and  get  it  fitted  up  for  our 
reception. 

'  To  this  he  added,  that  fhe  was  a 
widow  of  a  handfome  jointure  ;  that 
her  eldeft   fon  had  a  large  eftste    in 
Somerfetfhire,  and  her  young^ft  was 
a  captain  in  the  ra\y;  that  Hie  had 
two  daughters,  who  were   both  un- 
married, and   lived    with    her;    that 
thev  kept  the  beft  company:    '*  So 
that,  my  dear,"  continued  he,  "  you 
will  find  you  do  not  marry  into  a  fa- 
mily you  will  have  any  caufe  to  be 
afhamed  of." 

*  He  faid  a  great  deal  more  in  praife 
of  thefe  relations;  all  which  I  took 
forgofpel ;  and  was  fo  much  charmed 
with  the  charafter  of  my  aunt  that 
was  to  be,  and  two  young  coofins, 
that  I  almolV  longtd  to  be  with  them; 
and  it  was  prefent'y  concluded  be- 
tween us,  that  I  fhculd  go  with  him 
to  London  then^xtday;  that  hefhould 
inrroduc  me  to  thefe  ladies;  that  he 
fl-.onld  leave  me  with  them  for  that 
night,  and  return  in  the  morning  with 
a  ling  and  licence,  in  order  to  put  the 
laft  hand  lo  tht  bufinefs  of  his  court- 
ship. 

•  Every  thing  being  thus  fettled,  as 
I  then  thought,  much  for  my  conve- 
nience and  fatisfaflion,  I  flept  that 
night  without  theleaft  fvrebo^iings  of 
the  uiifchief  that  was  juft  ready  to 
fall  upon  me.  About  eleven  the  next 
morning,  a  chjrioi,  by  Willmore's 
order,  came  to  <ht  do^r.  I  told  my 
ma-ds  I  was  go^ng  on  fome  buf.nels 
to  London,  but  fiiould  come  back  in 
a  few  days,  as  1  knew  I  was  obliged 
toao,  on  account  of  dcllyei  in  up  ibe 
keys  of  the  huule,  and  ail  that  was  in 
it>  10  the  perion  whorn  my  bi  other  had 
intri'rted  witi  rjie  care  of  his  affaiis; 
fo  took  '  I  tiling  ifriih  me  but  fome 
line",  and  a  wrappirg-gown.  I  tcuk 
op  W'illmore  at  the  corner  of  a  back 
Une,  where  he  waited,  by  appoint- 


ment, for  me  ;  and  we  drove  diref^Iy 
to  London. 

'  We  alighted  at  the  door  of  a  hand- 
fome houfe  in  one  of  the  ftreets  near 
Hatton  Garden,  ar.d  were   immedi- 
ately (hewed  up  into  the  dining-room, 
wiiere  wl"  found  a  grave  old   gentle- 
woman, whofe  appearance  anfwered 
very  well  to  the  defcription  Willmore 
had  given  of  her.     He  prefented  mc 
to  her  with   thefe  words — "  This, 
Madam,"  faid  he,    "  is  the  lady  I 
fpoke  of,  and  who  has,  at  laft,  con- 
fented  to  make  me  happy."    She  re- 
ceived me  with  a  great  (hew  of  refpeft 
and  kindr.efs,  but  accompanied  with 
a  certain  ftiffnefs,  which,  I  thought, 
had  fomcthing  of  affectation   in   it ; 
but  this  I  imputed  merely  to  the  time 
in  which  (he  had  been  educated,  ac- 
cording to  the  (illy  notion,  that  people 
of  the  laft  age  were  lefs  free  in  their 
converfation  than  thofe  of  ours. 
'  The  room  we  were  in  was  very 
genteelly  furni(hed;  but  what   molt 
attrafltd  my  eyes  were  the  pi6lures  of 
five  or  fix  young  ladies,  very  different 
in    their  features    and   complexions, 
but  all  of  them  extremely  handfome. 
I   could   not    forbear  expreffing  my 
admiration  of  thefe  pieces  to  the  old 
lady,  who  told  me  that  two  of  them 
were  drawn   for  her  daughters,  and 
the  others  for  her  nieces  and  coufins; 
and  added,  that  (he  hoped  one  day 
to   have  the  honour  of  feeing  mme 
there.     I  replied,  that  I  (hould  make 
but  an   ill    figure   among  fo   many 
beauties;  en  which  (he  made  many 
compliments  not  worth  repeating. 
'  Chocolate  and  bifcuits  were  the  firfl: 
thir.gs  pie(ented  to  us,  and  were  foon 
after  fucceeded  by  a  bottle  of  Ma- 
deira. The  old  lady  faid  that  (he  was 
dilconcerted    beyond    meafure;    that 
not  being  certain  of  my  coming,  flie 
was  not  provided  in   the  manner  fhe 
w(!uld  have  been  tor  my  reception  j 
and  particularly,  that  fhe  had  given 
her  daughters  leave  to  go  on  a  party 
of   plealure   with    fome    perfons    of 
quality:   but  added,  that  they  wouM 
be  home  in  a  day  or  two,  and  hoped 
her  family  would  then  be  more  agree- 
able to  mc.  I  was  of  h^v  opinion,  in- 
deed, as  to  this  laft  article  ;  but  could 
not  avoid   telling  her,  that  nothing 
could    ht   wanting    where    (lie    was. 
This  drew  on  fo  many  compliments 
in  retuin,  that  I  ftiould  have  been 

*  very 
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very  much  embarrafled  to  reply,  if 
Willmore,  the  only  thing  I  have  to 
thank  him  for,  had  not  given  a  turn 
to  the  converfation. 
*  Soon  after  lighting  the  candles, 
fupper  was  ferved  in,  wiiich  confifted 
of  feveral  fmall  djfhes,  all  in  a  fo- 
reign tafte.  When  the  cloth  was 
taken  away,  and  bottles  and  gbfTes 
fct  upon  the  table,  the  old  lady  began 
the  King's  health  in  a  bunnper ;  then 
another  to  the  Prince  of  Wales;  alid 
a  third  to  the  Duke  of  Cumberland. 
Thefe  having  gone  round,  Willmore 
ran  to  the  iide-board,  fetched  a  laige 
water-glafs,  which  filling  to  the 
brim — "  Here  is  the  noble  duke 
again,"  cried  he  ;  "  we  cannot  toall 


his  health  too  often!  Here  is  to  his 
Royal  Highnefs,  and  profperity  to 
the  nnny;    may  they   increafe    and 


<  I  no  fooner  fpoke  than  he  pulled  off 

*  his   fword,   and   faid' my  commands 

*  were  not  to  be  difputed  ;    he  would 
'   ftay.     "  But,  Madam,"    continued 

*  he,  turning  to  the  old  lady,  "  I  am 
afraid  we  \i^^ve  kept  you  up  beyond 
your  hour."  —  "  I  am  never  weary 
of  good  company,"  anfwered  (he  ; 
but  for  this  Tweet  young  lady's  fake, 
who  may  want  repofe  after  her  jour- 
ney, I  think  it  may  be  proper  for  us 

"  to  retire."    In  fpeaking  theft;  words, 
'  (he  rung  her  bell  for  a  fervant  to  (hew 

*  Willmore  bis  chamber.     She  would 
'  needs  attend  me  herfelf  into  that  al- 

*  lotted  for  me,  and  fee  me  into  bed; 

*  but  whether  (he  did  this  out  or  com- 
plaifancC;   or  a  far  different  motive. 


*  you  will  prefently  be  judge. 

Here  the  melanci.oly  Sophia  flopped 
to  take  breath  ;  and,  as  it  is  very  poffi- 
multiply  till  every  houfekeeper  in  b'e  the  reader  v/iil  be  glad  to  do  fo  too, 
London  and  WeftminRer  has  at  leaft  I  (liail  defer  giving  the  c.Uaftrophe  of 
half  a  dozen  of  them  quartered  at  th^-.  adventure  till  the  next  chppier. 
once  upon  him  !"  There  is  a  maxim,  which  1  have  al- 

*  I   cannot   fay  that  I  was  pleafed     ways  thought  worthy  of  being  obferved 
with  any  thing  which  (hewed  a  ten-     by   every   writer,    that   an  old  author 
dency  to  the  manifcft  deitruftion  of     has  delivered  down  to  pofterity  in  thefe 
the  conftitiilion  and  liberties  of  my     lines- 
country;  but  I  thought  mylelf  about 


to  be  the  wife  of  a  Coldier,  and  that 
it  would  not  become  me  to  make  any 
objection.  I  only  repeat  thei'e  cir- 
cuniftancesto  you,  to  let  you  fee  what 
company  I  was  among. 
*  Tlie  night  growing  pretty  far  ad- 
vanced, Willmore  began  to  talk  of 
going  home,  and  delired  a  coach  might 
be  called  ;  but  his  kind  relation  told 
him  (hecouldnot  bear  he  (hould  think 
of  fuch  a  thing ;  faid  that,  as  the  girls 
were  abroad,  he  might  lie  in  their  bed 
without  the  leaft  trouble  to  any  one 
in  the  family  ;  reminding  him  that  it 
was  a  long  and  very  ugly  way  from 
Hatton  Garden  to  his  lodgings  at 
Whitehall,  and  bid  him  confider  how 
many  defperate  fellows  lay  in  wait 
for  the  purfes,  and  even  the  lives,  of 
gentlemen,  who  expofe  themfelves,  as 
he  would  do,  to  their  villainous  at- 
tacks. He  fcemed  to  laugh  at  all  this; 
and  infilling  that  a  coach  (liould  be 
called,  (he  renewed  her  remonftrances, 
and  begged  of  me  to  fecond  them  ; 
which  I  readily  did,  having  heard 
fuch  frightful  (lories  of  (Ireet-rob- 
beries,  that  I  wr.s  in  more  real  terror 
for  him  than  flis  afFciTced  to  be. 


Too  much  of  one  thing  the  vex'd  mind 

*  will  cloy; 
It  a(ks  a  relLxacion — e'en  from  joy.* 


CHAP.    XVL 

CONTAINS  THE  SEQUEL  OF  SOFHIA'S 
STO-iy. 

«  rpHOUGH  the   old  lady,'  re- 

X      fumed    Sophia,    purfuing   the 

thiead  of  her  difcourfe,  *  (hewed  a  mc(t 

'  tender  care  in   tucking  the  cloaths 

♦  about  me,  and  drawing  clofe  the  cur- 
'  tains  of  the  bed,  I  found  it  impolfi- 

ble,  after  (he  was  gone,  to  coinpofe 
myfelf  to  rell.  It  was  not  the  thoughts 
of  what  I  was  about  to  do,  nor  the 
llep  I  had  taken  towards  it,  that  kept 
me  waking,  for  I  accufed  myfelf  n'jt 
of  the  leaft  imprudence  in  that  affair, 
nor  once  imagined  that  the  condition 
I  was  going  to  enter  into  would  not 
render  me  perfeclly  happy;  but  it  was 
a  ftrange  mixture  of  ideas,  which  I 
then  thought  notiiing  to  the  puipofe, 
and  could  not  account  for,  but  have 

*  fine?  afcribed,  and  ever  iruft  afcribe, 

a  A  2    ,  *  to 
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to  the  goodr.efs  of  my  guardi.ui  .in- 
gel,  wliich  prevented  me  fiom  falling 
into  a  ftate  which  muft  have  deprived 
me  of  the  power  of  rehftinc^  the  worft 
mifchief  that  could  have  happened  to 
nie. 

'  Finding  I  could  not  fleep,  the  moon 
fliining  extremely  bright,  I  got  out  of 
bed,  and  throwing  on  my  wrapping 
gown,  I  went  to  the  window,  which 
looked  into  a  pretty  large  garden  j  the 
air  was  fweet  and  ferene,  and  the 
beams  of  my  favourite  planet,  glit- 
tering among  the  trees  and  plants, 
afforded  a  very  delightful  profpeft, 
and  filled  me  with  /'olemn  contem- 
plations on  the  benuties  of  nature, 
and  the  bounties  for  which  we  are  in- 
debted to  the  Great  Author  of  our 
beingf. 

'  How  long  I  fliould  have  remained 
in  this  plealing  reverie  I  know  not, 
if  I  had  not  been  difturbed  by  fancy- 
ing I  heard  fomething  behind  me  in 
the  chiimber:  on  turning  my  head 
haftily  about,  in  order  to  convince 
myfelf,  I  faw  the  figure  of  a  man  in 
3  night- gown  r4nd  cap,  but  could  not 
diftinguifh  the  face,  he  being  in  the 
dark  part  of  the  room  ;  I  (hrieked 
out.  "  Hufh!  hu(hl"  fa.id  he,  ad- 
vancing;   I  then  found  it  was  Will- 

*  more;  and  though  lei's  frighted  than 

*  before,  was  equally  altoniHied. 
'*  WillmoreP' cried  I,  "  what  brings 
"   you  here  ?" 

"  I  (hould  rather  aflc,"  faid  he, 
*'  what  brings  you  out  of  bed  at  this 
*'  unreafonable  hour?  Come,  come,  my 
•'  dear,"  purfued  he,  going  to  lay  hold 

*  on  me,  "  let  me  replace  thefe  tender 
*'  limbs  where  they  will  be  expofed  to 
*'  lefs  inconveniences." — *'  Standoft','' 

*  rejoined  I,  "  and  tell  me  what  ycu 
*'  mean  by  this  intrufion  ?" 

"  Can  a  man  intrude  on  what  is  his 
own  ?"  cried  he.  "  Are  you  not 
already  mine  by  love;  and  will  not 
to-morrow  make  you  fo  by  law  ?  A- 
way,  then,  with  this  idle  coynefs; 
•*  there  fliould  now  be  no  ref^irve  be- 
"  tween  us;  be  as  wife  as  you  are  fair, 
*'  gnd  gcneroufly  grant  to-night  what 
"  to-morrow  will  give  me  power  to 
*'  felze;  leave  nothing  fortiie  parfon  but 
•*  to  confirm  the  gift  vour  inclination 
*'  has  previoufly  bellowed:  tliis  is  the 
"  marriage  of  the  fouls,  that  of  the 
*'  hands  is  mere  matter  of  form;  this 
'•  alone  can  affure  me  of  your  affec- 


(( 


"  tionj  and,   by  conicquence,  «ng.ige 
"   the  continuance  of  mine." 

*  You  will  perhaps  wonder,  my  dear 
'  Mifs  Jefiamy,'  purfued  (he,  '  tliat  I 
'  had  patience  to  liften  to  fo  impudent 
'  a  declaration,  and  did  not  rather  at- 

*  tempt  to  put  a  flop  to  it,  by  exprtfs- 
'  ing  the  juft  abhorrence  and  difdain  I 

*  had  of  his  behaviour;  but,  indeed,  I 

*  was  fo  much  fliockcd  and  confound- 

*  ed,  that,  I  believe,  had  he  run  on  ii; 

*  the  fame  ftinin  even  longer  than  he 

*  did,  I  fliould  not  have  had  the  power 
'  to  make  the  leaft  reply. 

'  Mifconftruing,  I  fuppofe,  my  fi- 
'  lence  as  a  half  approbation  of  what 
'  he  had  been  urging,  he  took  me  in 
'  his  arms,  kifled.and  preffed  me  to  his 
'  bofom  with  the  utmoft  vehemence, 

*  though  I  cannot  fay  with  any  inde- 
'  cency.  I  ftruggled  ;  burll  into  a  flood 

*  of  tears;  but  as  yet  was  able  to  bring 
'  out  no  more  than — "  Oh,  Mr.VVill- 
"  more!  I  never  could  have  believed 
"  you  would  talk  to  me  in  this  man- 
««  ner." 

"  I  talk  to  you  as  a  man  of  reafon, 
"  as  well  as  a  lover,"  anfwered  hej 
"  and  I  Wi'ould  have  you  beliave  like  a 
"  woman  who  has  fome  fliare  of  both, 
"  I  do  not  defpair,  however,''  added 
'  he,  with  an  affe6>ed  laugh,  "  but  to 
•'  find  my  arguments  will  have  more 
"  efficacy  with  you  when  we  are  in 
'«  bed." 

*  V/hilehewasfpcaking  thefe  words, 
'  he  made  an  oiler  of  forcing  me  from 

*  the  place  where  I  was  ftanding;  and 
'  this  aflion  it  v.'as  which  firft  roufer' 

*  mc  from  that  flupid  lethargy,  which 
'  amazement  at  his  proceeding  had 
«  thrown  me  into.   "  Eafe  man!"  cried 

*  I,  "  unworthy  of  my  leaft  regard!  be 
•'  affurcd  I  will  rather  plunge  myfelf 
"  headlong  from  this  window,  than  be 
"  expofed  one  moment  longer  to  fucFi 
•'  audacious  infults;  therefore  be  gone; 
"  leave  me  this  inftant,  or  I  will  raife 
"  the  whole  family  with  my  ftirieks." 

<'  Mighty  well,  Madam!"  faid  he, 

*  with  an  airof  deriiion;  "it  is  mighty 
"  well!  I  fee  the  refpcft  you  have  for 
"  me!  and  now  will  let  you  into  tl'.e 
"  fecret  of  my  afling  in  the  manner  I 
"  have  done.  You  muft  know,  that 
**  being  perftiSlly  acquai  ited  with  the 
"  fliam  tenderncis  with  which  your  fex 
'*  frequently  inipofe  upon  us  men,   I 

made  a  refolution  never  to  give  up 
my  liberty  to  any  woman,  who  would 

"  aot 
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not  convince  me  cf  her  love,  by  per- 
mitting nie  to  tnjoy  iier  before  mar- 
riage." 

"  Mor.fter!   villain!"  cried  I;  and 
was  going  on,  but  he  {prevented  me. 
No  hard  names,  I  befeecli  you.  Ma- 
dam," f&id  he;  •'  we  men  have  as 
much  vanity  as  you  women  can  have, 
and  liave  as  good  a  light  too  as  your- 
ielves  to   it;   we  are  as  well  pleafed 
as  you  with  bemg  loved,  and  as  ma- 
licious as  you  when  we  find  we  are 
not  fo:  you  take  a  pride  in  triumph- 
ing over  us,  when   you   fancy   you 
have  us  in  your  power;  and  when- 
ever wc  have  you  in  ours,  we  (houid 
be  afifes  not  to  make  ufe  of  it;  you 
happen   to   be  in  mine,   and  though 
you  do  not  love  me,  nor  I  care  two- 
pence for  you,  I  ftiall  not  take  all 
this  pains  for  nothing,  nor  come  here 
to  lie  alone  to-night." 
'  In  concluding  tiiis  fine  fpeech,  he 
flew  upon  me  like  a  lion;  and  fure  it 
was  Providence  alone,  wliich,  in  that 
dreadful  mon^en;,   inlpired   me  wiih 
an  unufua!  ftiengih   and  courage:    I 
broke  from  the  hold  he  had  taken  on 
me,  and  ran  fcreaming  into  the  next 
room;  but  that  would  have  avniled 
me  little,  if,  in  puiTuing  me,  his  feet 
had  not  entangled  in  the  carpet,  and 
he  fell  ar  full  length  upon  the  floor. 
This  gave  me  an  opportunity  to  pull 
down  the  bars  of  one  of  the  windows, 
open  the  fliutiers,  and  throw  up  the 
fa(h.     The  villain's  fword,  which  he 
had  pulled  off  on  our  perfuadin'^,  him 
to  flay  all  night,  lay  juft  at  my  hand; 
I  drew  it,  refolving  to  run  it  into  his 
heart,  if  by  no  other  means  I  could 
efcape  the  vioisnce  he  threatened.  He 
foon  recovered  himfelf  from  the  acci- 
dent, an. I  was  witli   me:  I  flood  on 
my    defence    with   his  own  weapon 
pointed  ngainfl  his  bread,  calling  out 
at  the  fame  time,  "  A  rape!   thieves! 
murder!  fire!"  and  eveiy  thing  that  I 
thought  might  alarm  the  neighbour- 
hood. He  would  fain  have  come  near 
^nough  to  me  to  have  wrefted   the 
fword  out  of  my  hand,  but  I  kept  it 
ftill  waving;  and  I  could  perceive  lie 
was  pretty  fearful  of  encountering  the 
point.     The  noife  I  made,  however, 
brought  the  woman  of  the  houfe  up 
flairs  :    flie   came    running    into    the 
room  with  a  candle  in  her  hand,  and 
affefted  to  be  greatly  furprized  to  fee 


Willmore  there,  and  myfclf  in  the 
pofluie  I  vi'as. 

*  Had  I  been  in  any  other  fituation 
than  fuch  as  I  then  was,  I  muft  have 
laughed  exceflively  at  the  light  of  this 
old  beldani,  jull  rifen  from  her  bed. 
Her  head  was  fo  cafed  with  napkins, 
that  it  alinoft  rivalled  the  fize  of  her 
enormous  belly,  which,  fli  ipped  of 
the  pent-houfe  of  her  hoop-petticoat, 
fltewed  itfelf  in  it's  full  magnitude: 
the  flannel  bandages  about  her  gouty 
legs,  expofed  by  the  fhortnefs  of  a 
liiile  red  petticoat,  which  fcarcely 
reached  below  her  knees,  and  her 
bowed-out  back,  covered  only  with  a 
thin  toilet,  which  I  fuppofe  flie  had 
fnatched  up  in  the  hurry  of  hearing 
me  call  out,  rendered  her  certainly 
the  moft  grotefque  figure  that  ever 
eyes  beheld, 

*  Though  it  was  doubtlefs  this 
wretch's  fears  of  being  expofed,  and 
not  any  compaQion  for  me,  that 
brought  her  to  my  lelief,  yet  it  muit 
be  owned  her  coming  was  very  fea- 
fonable  at  this  iun6ture,  as  my  fpirita 
as  well  as  flrength  muft  inevitably 
h:ive  failed  in  a  rtiort  time,  and  left  me 
entirely  deftitutecf  all  defence.    "  By 

'  what  vile  arts  foever  I  have  been  de- 
'  coyed  into  your  houfe,'  faid  I,  as 
foon  as  I  favv  her  enter,  "  I  expert  to 
'  bcprotefled  in  it;  and  if  I  am  not  fo, 
'  nothir.g  but  your  murderingn-.e  (hall 
'  prevent  my  applying  to  a  m.-gilliate 
'  for  juflice." 

*  In  fpite  cf  the  cor.fufion  I  was  in 
myfelf,  I  could  perceive  ftie  was  UiOit 
terribly  alarmed  ?.t  my  words,  and 
the  pofture  in  which  fr.e  found  me- 

'  You  fliall  not  be  murdered,  you  flisM 
'  not  be  hurt,"  cried  flie  in  a  hoarfe 
trembling  voice;  "  no  harm  ftiall 
'  come  to  you  in  my  hovife.  But, 
'  pray,  what  has  happened  to  put  you 
'  into  this  diforder  ?" — "  A.lc  that 
'  villain  th.ere,  who  calls  himfelf  your 
'  nephew,"  returned  I,  "  and  thank 
'  him  for  the  ill  opinion  I  have  of  eve- 


ry 


thing  that  is  here. 


'  On  this  ftie  took  V\'illmore  by  the 
arm,  and  drew  him  to  a  coiner  of  ihs 
room,  where  they  talked  together  for 
the  fpace  of  feveral  m.inutes,  but  in 
fuch  low  and  grumbling  accents,  that 
I  could  hear  nothing  of  what  v.'as 
faid,  till  he  raifing  his  voice  a  little, 
cried—"  It  is  Kot  that  I  care  a  ftraw 

«'  for 
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•'  for  ihe  girl,  but  I  hate  to  be  baulk- 
*'  ed.'"     She  then  fpoke  Ibmething  to 

*  him  very  foftlj',  on  which  he  flung 

•  from  her,  and  went  out  of  the  room, 

•  calling  a  mod  malicious  look  at  me 

*  as  he  pafled  by. 

•  As  foon  as  he  was  gone — "  Dear 
•'  Madam,"  faid  (he,  approacliing  me, 
•*  I  am  afflifted  to  the  iaft  degree  that 
*'  any  thing  (hould  happen  to  difconcert 
••  you  in  my  houfe:  Aire  the  captain 
**  was  drunk;  but  all  is  over  now;  he 
•*  is  gone  up  to  his  own  chamber;  and 
*'  lam  fure,  after  what  I  have  faid  to 
*'  him,  he  will  not  come  down  again 
*'  to-night;  therefore  I  befeech  you, 
**  give  me  leave  to  help  you  into  bed; 
•*  you  will  certainly  get  cold  in  the 
*'  night  air." 

<  I  would  have  thanked  her,  for,  in- 
deed, I  thought  it  beft  to  behave  ci- 
villy till  I  had  got  out  of  that  curf- 
ed  houfe,  but  I  had  not  the  power  of 
fpeaking:  the  late  terror  I  had  been 
in  being  now  a  1  ittle  fubfided,  a  flood 
of  other  mingled  pafllons  overwhelm- 
ed my  heart;  I  threw  myfelf  into  a 
chair,  and  was  leady  to  faint.  Seeing 
my  condition,  flie  ran  ana  fetclied  a 
bottle  of  cordial- water,  which  I  took 
a  little  of,  and  found  myfelf  refrefh- 
ed.  All  flie  could  fay,  however, 
would  not  perfuademe  to  go  into  bed: 
I  told  her,  that  the  greateft  obliga- 
tion file  could  confer  upon  me,  was 
to  leave  me  to  myfelf  for  the  remain- 
der of  the  night;  on  which  flie  retir- 
ed, after  giving  me,  on  my  dtfiring  it, 
the  keys  of  the  dining-room  and  bed- 
chambei-  doors. 

*  When  I  had  fecured  myfelf  as 
much  as  locks  could  make  me,  I  be- 
gan to  give  a  loofe  to  emotions, which, 
had  they  rot  found  a  vent  in  tears, 
muft  certainly  have  burft  my  heart, 
and  left  me  dead  upon  ilie  fpot:  but 
I  will  not  prolong  my  already  too  te- 
dious narrative  with  any  defcription 
of  what  I  AiflTered  ;  I  fliail  only  fay, 

*  that  I  continued  in  a  condition  little 

*  inferior  to  madnefstill  break  of  day, 
'  withoufonce  reflecting  that  I  was  al- 

*  moft  naked,  or  of  the  dangers  to 
which  my  health  was  expofed.  At 
Iaft,  however,  I  recoveied  my  fenfes 
enough  to  get  on  my  closths,  and  to 
think  of  going  from  a  place  svhich 
had  been  the  fcene  of  (o  much  horror 
to  me,     Hearing  the  maids  were  op, 


I  ventured  to  unfaften  my  door,  anti 

went  down  into  the  parlour,  where  I 

defired  a  wench  that  was  1  weeping  the 

entry  to  call   a  coach  for  me,  which 

flie  promifed,  but  I  found,  inflead  of 

doing  fo,  flie  went  up  direflly  to  her 

miftrefs,  and  told  her  my  requtfl,  for 

the    old    beldam    immediately    came 

down,  and  aflced  me,  in  her  fawning 

tone,   if  I  would  not  pleafe  to  ftay 

breakfaft;  whicli  Irefufins: — "1  hope. 

Madam,"   faid  flie,   "you  will  take 

nothing  amifs  from  me;  I  am  forry 

to  tb.e  very  foul  that  you  ibould  meet 

with  any  thing  in  my  houfe  to  difj- 

blige   you:   I   do  aflTure  vou   I  have 

rattled  tiie  captain  Ibundiy  about  it; 

he  confefles  he  was  in   liquor,  and 

will  beg  youj-  pardon." 

*'  I  want  no  fubmifllons  from  him," 

anfwered  I,  "  nor  will  I  ever  fee  him 

more;  but  you  may  tell  him,  that  I 

expeft  he  will  fend  me  a  bond   for 

the  money  he  borrowed  of  me."— 

I  am  quite  a  fliranger,"  cried  Ihe,  "  to 

all  affairs  between  you;  but  I  will 

go  up  dire^iy,  and  let  him  know 

what  you  fay."     With  thefe  words 

flie  left  me,  I  fuppofe  with  the  intent 

flie  mentioned. 

'  The  moment  flie  was  gone,  a  hack- 
ney-coach came  to  the  door;  two 
voung  women,  gaiiy  dreficd,  bolted 
out  of  it;  I  prelently  knew  them  by 
the  pi(5lures  I  had  feen  above,  forthofe 
flie  called  her  daughters;  though  in- 
deed their  faces  hr,d  nothing  of  that 
innocence  which  the  painter  had  be- 
ftowed  upon  them;  they  flared  at  me 
as  they  pafled  by  the  parlour-door, 
but  laid  nothing,  and  ran  finging  up 
flairs:  in  fine,  they  had  the  marks  of 
their  profeflTion  about  them;  and  the 
very  f)2;ht  of  them  would  have  con- 
vinced me,  if  I  had  doubted  of  it 
before,  into  what  fort  of  a  houfe  the 
villain  Willmore  had  feduced  me. 
*  The  coach  that  brought  them  not 
being  yet  gone  from  ihe  door,  I 
thought  beft  to  take  tliis  opportunity 
of  going  away,  without  waiting  to 
hear  what  aniwer  Wiilmore  would 
give  to  my  meflage  by  his  pretendej 
aunt:  I  was  juft  ftepping  in,  when 
flie  came  down,  and  told  me  that  the 
captain  was  afleep  at  pi  cfcnt,  but  that, 
as  foon  as  he  awoke,  flie  would  not 
fail  to  deliver  to  him  what  I  had  faid. 
I  replied,  that  it  was  no  matter,  I 

♦  ftiouli 
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(TioulJ  find  other  means  to  fend  to 
him,  and  then  bid  the  coachman  drive 
to  Piccadilly. 

♦  The  fatigue  I  had  fuftained  the 
night  betoie,  and  the  hurry  of  fpirits 
I  was  ftill  in,  rendered  me  very  vinfit 
to  be  feen  by  any  of  my  acquaint- 
ance; I  therefore  refolved  togodi- 
rei5liy  home;  and  as  I  knew  not  but 
the  ftage  might  be  already  fet  out,  or 
if  not  fo,  was  equally  uncertain  of 
getting  a  place  in  it,  I  hired  a  cha- 
riot at  Bullamore's:  I  found  mylelf 
very  much  indifpofed  during  all  this 
little  journey,  and  on  my  arrival  grew 
fo  extremely  ill,  that  I  was  obliged 
to  be  let  blood;  but  this  was  far  from 
giving  me  any  relief;  I  fell  the  next 
morning  into  a  fever,  in  which  I  con- 
tinued eleven  days  without  hope  of 
recovery. 

*  If  the  extremeft  bitternefs  of  heart, 
if  fliame  and  remorfe  for  ever  havins: 
loved  a  man  fo  unworthy  of  it,  if  rage 
and  difdain  at  the  infults  I  had  re- 
ceived, were  capable  of  killing,  I 
could  not  have  furvived;  yetfoit  was, 
my  diftemper  left  me  at  the  expiration 
of  the  time  I  mentioned,  and  I  re- 
gained my  health,  though,  indeed, 
by  very  flow  degrees,  for  it  was  near 
a  month  before  I  was  able  to  quit  my 
chamber. 

'  In  all  this  time  I  received  no  bond, 
nor  even  letter  from  Willmore;  there- 
fore, as  foon  as  I  was  fit  to  fee  com- 
pany, I  fent  for  a  lawyer,  who  was 
a  friend  of  my  brother's,  and  when 
he  was  at  home  had  often  vifited  at 
ourhoufe.  I  told  him  my  unhappy 
ftory,  as  far  as  relates  to  the  money 
I  had  lent,  and  defired  he  would 
commencea  profecution  againli  Will- 
more  on  t!iat  account:  but  when  he 
found  that  I  had  neither  bond,  pro- 
mifTory  note,  nor  other  obligation- 
under  his  own  hand- writing,  noreven 
any  one  witnefs  of  the  lean,  he  aflur- 
ed  me  at  once,  tl.at  if  the  gentleman 
had  not  honour  enough  to  pay  the 
debt,  I  muft  infallibly  lofe  it,  for 
law  could  give  me  no  relief.  Per- 
ceiving I  was  extren^ely  Ihocked  at 
what  he  faid,  he  told  me,  that  if  I 
would  make  a  demand  of  the  m.oney 
in  writing,  he  would  carry  it  to  him, 
and  hear  what  anfwer  lie  would  make 
to  it.  Though  it  v./a$  death  to  me 
to  fet  pen  to  paper  to  futh  a  villain, 
*  n^y  unwillingneis  that  he  i'hoiikliun 


*  away  with   almoft  half  my  fortune, 

*  made  me  comply  with  this  propofil, 
'  and  I  wrote  to  him,  as  near  as  I  can 

*  remember,  in  thefe  terms. 

"    TO    CAPTAIN    GE0E5.GE    WILL- 
"    MORE. 

"  SIR, 

"  T  Have  employed  this  gentleman  to 
-*■  *'  take  fuch  fecurity  as  he  fliall 
"  think  fufficient  from  you,  for  a 
*'  thoufand  pounds  lent  you  by  me  oa 
"  the  fourth  day  of  laft  month;  or,  on 
"  your  refufing  to  give  it,  to  purfue 
•'  fuch  methods  as  the  law  provides  to 
'•  compel  you  to  do  juftice  to  the  ill- 
"  treated 

«  Sophia  ***.' 

*  The  lawyer  approved  of  what  I 

*  wrote,  faid  he  would  argue  with 
'  Willmore  upon  it,  and  as  foon  as  he 
'  had  done  fo,  wait  on  me  again  with 

*  tlie  refult  of  their  converfation. 

*  As  he   had  told  me,  and  I  myfelf 

*  had  always  believed,  that  the  reco- 
'  very  of  my  money  depended  wholly 
'  on  the  honour  of  the  perfon  to  whom 

*  I  had  lerit  it,  you  may  fuppofe  I  could 

*  not  flatter  myfelf  with  the  leall  hopes 
'  of  fuccefs;  fo  was  not  difappointed, 
'  when,  at  the  end  cf  ten  days,  my 
'  lawvei  returned  ar.d  gave  an  account, 

*  that  the  monfter  Willmore  had  ut- 
'  terlv  denied  the  whole  affair,  and 
'  treated  both  me  and  my  demand  with 
'  tlie  greateft  contempt. 

"  I  am  very  m-.ich  fuiprized,  Ma- 
"  dam,"  faid  this  gentleman  to  me, 
"  that  vou  fhould  venture  fo  laro-e  a 
"  fum  of  money  in  the  hands  of  ar.y 
"  one  without  an  acknowledgment  of 
"  the  receipt  in  fome  (hape  or  other, 
"  much  more  in  t hofe  of  a  perfon  fudi 
"  as  Captain  Willmore;  for  to  deal 
•'  plainly  with  yov,  I  have  enquired 
"  ii'ito  his  char?.^er,  and  find  he  is  one 
"  of  thofe  fparks  who  are  diftinguiflied 
"  by  the  name  of  Bucks,  a  fpecies  cf 
"  the  creation  who  are  fcarce  worthy 
"  of  the  name  cf  men,  yet  would  fain 
"  be  thouglu  heroes;  fellows  that  run 
"  about  the  flieets  with  great  clubs  in 
"  their  hands,  and  fwords  by  their  hJes 
"  as  Jong  as  themfclves,  frighting  wo- 
*'  n-en  and  children,  and  atfefting  to 
•'  be  ridiculouily  terrib!?." 

'  I  was  a   !i;tie  picqued  at  this  de- 

*  fcriptic.'i  of  a  mau  who  had  cnce  ap- 

'  jeaieJ 
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peareil  l^ut  too  agreeable  to  me:  I 
faid  nothing,  however;  but  ilnce  it 
was  fo,  I  miift  be  content  to  lofe  my 
money.  I  was  willing,  notwith- 
ftanding,  to  make  Ibme  farther  en- 
quiry wh.Tt  could  be  done;  and  ac- 
cordingly, as  foon  as  he  was  gone, 
came  to  London,  where  I  hid  tlie  ad- 
vice of  three  feveral  counfel;  but 
thev  all  agreeing  in  what  the  fiift  had 
told  mtf,  I  was  convinced  that  all  at- 
tempts to  do  myfeif  juftice  would  be 
in  vain,  and  only  ferve  to  expofe  me 
to  the  ridicule  of  the  world. 
•  England  now  grew  hateful  to  me, 
and  I  took  a  refolution  to  leave  it, 
and  throw  inyfelf  into  a  new  fcene  of 
life.  A  young, lady  of  my  acquaint- 
ance being  lately  gone  to  a  convent 
at  Bruflels,  I  wrote  to  her,  defirino- 
Ihe  would  make  an  agreement  for  me 
wiih  the  fuperior,  which  fhe  having 
done  very  much  to  my  f.^tisfaftion,  I 
difcharged  thefervants  in  the  country, 
gave  up  the  houfe  to  my  broiber's 
friend,  and  have  now,  nothing  to  do 
but  to  depart. 

'  In  the  midft  of  all  thefe  embar- 
rafTments,'  continued  flie,  *  I  did  not 
forget  my  dear  Mifs  JefTamy:  I  was 
twice  to  wait  on  you,  but  was  in- 
formed you  was  at  Batli;  and  not  ex- 
pefling  your  return  till  the  end  of  the 
ieafon,  I  defpaired  of  the  fatisfaflion 
I  have  new  enjoyed,  both  in  feeing 
you,  and  in  difburdening  myfeif  of 
that  load  of  affli(51!ons  with  which  I 
have  been  oppreffed  fince  laft  I  had  the 
pleafure  of  your  company.' 


CHAP.     XVII. 

IN'  WHICH  THE  READER  IS  NOT  TO 
EXPECT  ANY  EXTRAORDINARY 
MATTERS. 

SOPHIA  could  not  put  a  period  to 
her  recital  without  letting  fall  f'ome 
tears.  Jenny,  who  was  all  good-na- 
ture, though  fliedid  not  approve  of  her 
condufl  in  fome  parts  of  it,  faid  many 
obliging  things  for  her  confolaticii ; 
and  after  expiefling  her  deteftalion  of 
the  almoft  unexampled  bafenefs  and  in- 
gratitude of  Willmore,  told  her,  among 
other  things,  that  though  (he  was  ex- 
tremely lorry  to  be  deprived  of  iier  con- 
vejfation,  fhe  could  not  but  highly  ap- 


plaud the  refolution  (he  had  taken  of 
retiring  into  a  monaftery,  as  change  of 
place,  and  a  way  of  living  fo  entirily 
new  to  her,  might,  by  degrees,  wear 
out  the  remembrance  of  whatever  had 
been  difagreeble  to  her  in  the  pad. 

'  Befides,'  faid  the  amiable  lady  with 
a  fmile,   '  you   will,   perhaps,   hear  of 

*  many  adventures  parallel  to  your  own 
'  among  the  holy  filterhood;  for  I  have 

*  been  told,  and  am  apt  to  think  with 

*  fome  truth,  that  the  convents  are 
'  greatly  indebted,  for  being  crouded 
'  as  they  are,  to  the  inccnftancy  and 

*  ingratitude  of  the  other  fex.' 

The  other  agreeing  with  her  in  this 
point,  tliey  were  beginning  to  enter  into 
a  difcourfe  concerning  the  iwifttranfition 
which  f'ometimes  happens  from  the  flefli 
to  the  fpirit,  from  an  entliufiafm  in  love 
to  an  enthufiafm  in  devotion;  when  So- 
phia on  a  fudden  reculle6ling  herlelf, 
cried  out — •  But,  my  dear  Mi  Is  JefTamy, 
'  I  have  been  fo  engrofitd  by  my  own 
'  affairs,  that  I  forgot  till  now  to  en- 

*  quire  into  yours:  I  flatter  myfeif, 
'  however,  that  you  have  no  rcafon  to 

*  complain  of  woes  you  fo  well  know 

*  how  to  pity  in  another.' — '  Indeed,' 
replied  Jenny,  '  I  have  had  my  (hare  of 
'  anxieties  too,   though  of  a  nature  far 

*  different  from  yours;'  and  then  re- 
peated to  her  the  whole  ftory  of  that 
confufion,  which  both  hcrfelf  and  Jem- 
my had  been  involved  in,  through  tiie 
report  raifedbyBellpine,3sairothecon- 
fequenccs  which  had  attended  the  difco- 
very  of  his  bafenefs. 

They  continued  talking  together  upon 
this  fubjecl  till  Sophia  thought  it  a 
proper  time  to  retire;  but  Jenny  would 
not  fuf^er  her  to  go  till  fhe  had  given 
her  a  promife  to  lee  her  again  before 
ihe  left  the  kingdom. 

Her  unhappy  adventure  had  made  a 
very  great  impreflion  on  the  mind  of 
our  young  heroine.  Shefincerely  loved 
her,  and  pitied  her  misfortune;  but 
could  not  help  thinking  it  both  firange 
and  blameable  in  her  to  entertain  lb 
violent  a  paffion  for  a  man  whofe  cha- 
racter flic  knew  fo  little  of:   '  People 

*  make   their   own    unhappinefs,   and 

*  then  lament  it,'  cried  flie,  fomewhat 
pceviflily;  '  fure  I  never  could  have 
'  been  fb  indifcreet.'  But  this  thought 
no  foonercamt  into  her  head  than  it  was 
checked  by  another.  '  Yet  how  vaia 
'  am  I  to  flatter  myfeif  with  fuch  ar\ 

•  imaginationj 
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*  imagination,  or  prefumefo  far  on  my 

*  own  ftrength  of  reafonj  as  the  pott 
«  truly  fays — 

<*  When  things  go  ill,  each  fool  prefumes  to 

«*  advife, 
*'  And,  if  more  happy,  thinks  himfelf  more 

"  wile.  " 

*  How  can    I  he  certain,'    purfued 
ihe,  '  that  in  the  fame  circumftances  I 

*  fiiould  not  have   a£ted  in   the  i'ame 

*  manner  that  poor  Sophia  has  done  ?  I 

*  have  been  defended  from  the  misfor- 

*  tune  that  has  befallen  herj  firft,  by 

*  my  father's  care  in  training  me  up  to 

*  love  where  interell  and  convenience 

*  would   accompany  my  pafiion,  and 

*  afterwards  by  the  well-proved  nde- 
'  lity  of  the  man  ordained  for  me:  had 

*  I  been   left  to  my  own  choice,  who 

*  knows  what  might  have  happened  ? 

*  I  remember  to  have  read  a  paffage 

*  fomewhere,    which  may  remind  the 
«  fortunate  part  of  the  world,  that  they 

*  ought  not  to  think  they  are  fo  through 

*  their  own  merits,  but  the  prevalence 
«  of  their  better  (tars. 

**  When  profperous  gales  life's  veflel  fmooth- 

"  ly  glides, 
*'  And    on   the   faii'.ing  waves  trlunrphant 

"  rides; 
«  But  when  rough  ftorms  from  adverfe  quar- 

"  ters  roar, 
«♦  How  difScuk  to  gain  the  wiih'd-for  ihore!" 

Thus  did  the  knowledge  of  her 
friend's  miftake,  inftead  of  making  her 
fet  any  value  upon  herfelf  fornot  hav- 
ingbeen  guilty  of  the  like  error,  ferve 
only  to  fill  her  with  the  warmeft  gra- 
titude to  Heaven,  that  had  not  expofed 
her  to  the  like  danger.  Happy  would 
it  be,  both  for  themfelves  and  others, 
if  all  thofe  ladies  who  know  themfelves 
free. from  the  weaknefs  incident  tofome 
others  of  their  fex,  were  of  Jenny's  way 
of  thinking:  but  I  fhall  lay  no  more 
upon  this  head;  the  reader  muft  have 
fufiiciently  obferved,  through  all  her 
aflions,  the  fweetnefs  and  candour  of 
her  difpofition;  therefore,  according  to 
the  words  of  the  infpired  writer— 

*  Let  her  own  works  praifeher  in  the  gates.' 

She  was  every  day  expelling  her  un» 


fortunate  friend  to  make  her  a  fccond 
vifit  to  take  leave,  when  rtie  received 
one  from  another  perfon,  on  the  fame 
ceremony,  which,  though  flie  thougirt 
flie  had  no  manner  of  concern  in  at 
that  time,  proved  afterwards  matter  of 
much  fatisfaclion  to  her. 

Sir  Robert  Manley  had  a  fudden  call 
to  Paris,  on  account  of  the  death  of 
an  uncle,  who,  difliking  the  times, 
had  retired  fome  time  ago,  carrying 
with  him  all  his  effecis,  which  were 
very  confidcrable.  It  was  this  gentle- 
man, thougii  hisbulinefs  required  hafte, 
that  could  not  think  of  leaving  the 
kingdom  without  firft  waiting  on  Jenny, 
to  know  if  flie  had  any  commands  ia 
his  power  to  execute  at  the  place  he  was 
going  to.  She  thanked  him  inthemoft 
obliging  terms,  but  told  him  (he  had 
no  affairs  in  Paris,  nor  did  not  know 
of  any  acquaintance  fhe  had  at  prefent 
in  all  France,  except  Mr.  Jeflamy,  who 
was  no  farther  than  Calais.     *  I  (hall 

*  pafs  through  Calais,  Madam,'  an- 
fwered  he;  '  perhaps  ftay  a  night  or 
'  two  there.      I  fhall,    doubtlels,  fee 

*  Mr.  JeflTamy;  at  leall  it  will  be  in 

*  my  power  fo  to  do,  if  you  permit  me 

*  to  acquaint  him  that  I  have  the  ho- 
'  nour  to  be  known    to  you,  and  to 

*  carry  to  him  the  joyful  news  of  your 

*  being  in  good  health.' 

Though  (lie  had  the  highell  efteem 
for  this  gentleman,  on  account  of  his 
many  amiable  qualities,  as  well  as  for 
his  birth,  fortune,  and  accompli(h- 
ments,  yet  always  keeping  in  mind  the 
declaration  he  had  once  made  of  a  paf- 
fion  for  her,  (he  maintained  a  gi eater 
refervc  towards  him  than  to  any  other 
of  her  acquaintance;  and  now  only  re- 
plied coldly,  that  if  chsnce  (liould 
bring  them  together,  Mr.  Jcdaimy 
would  certainly  think  himfelf  honoured 
in  the  company  of  a  gentleman  of  his 
charafler. 

As  he  was  to  take  pod  for  Dover 
the  next  morning,  and  liad  many  friends 
to  fee  before  his  departure,  the  vilit  he 
made  her  was  very  (hort;  but  he  nad 
not  been  gone  an  hour  before  Jenny 
found  (he  had  need  of  his  (crvice  ji  Ca- 
lais, and  began  a  little  to  repent  (lie 
had  received  the  offer  he  had  made  hef 
with  (o  much  indifference;  a  letter  was 
brought  her  from  Jemmy,  containing 
thefe  lines. 
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•   TO  MIES  JESSAMY. 

•    DEAREST    .AKP    OKLV    DEAH, 

*  TO^  O^H  I  N  G  but  ycurcommands 
-'■  '  could  have  kept  me  liere,  after 
what  Mr.  Morgan  has  wrote  to  me; 
jnftead  of  this  you  would  now  have 
feer.  me  at  your  feet.  Oh,  Jenny! 
tender,  generous  foul  !  but  I  vill  not 
wound  your  delicacy  either  with 
thanks  orpraifes;  indeed,  ail  the  tri- 
bute I  could  pay  of  both  would  be 
too  mean  for  the  occafion. 

*  You  delire  to  know  m  what  man- 
ner I  pafs  my  time  while  baniflied 
froir.  you,  and  I  will  give  you  an 
exa£l  account:  your  ideas  of  my  fea- 
coaft  promenades  aie  juftj  hut  for  the 
reft  I  am  not  quite  To  ur.hanpy  as  youV 
fancy  repreients.  They  fay  Calais 
is  the  fiiik  of  France;  but  if  it  is, 
what  muft  he  the  garden?  The  Iheets, 
indeed,  are,  for  the  mo(t  pait,  nar- 
row and  ill  paved;  hut  there  is  a 
Ujuare,  called  La  Piade,  fparious, 
airy,  and  ve;  y  commodious  for  walk- 
ing; and  the  ramparts  afford  as  de- 
legable a  profpect  ss  imagination 
can  well  figure  out:  then  the  air  is  fo 
ferene  and  puit,  the  water  good,  the 
wine  excellent,  and  the  inhabitants, 
even  to  the  lowe(V  degree  of  the  peo- 
ple, extremely  polite;  an  inftance  of 
which  I  experienced  a  few  nights 
part,  and  muit  acquaint  you  with  it. 

*  Having  I'een  all  that  is  worthy  of 
obfervation  in  the  town,  curiofity  led 
me  to  pa/'s  the  g.ites,  which  I  had  no 
fconer  done  'ban  I  found  rnyf»'!f  at 
the  entiance  of  three  preat  roads; 
that  before  me,  as  I  have  fince  been 
been  informed,  is  tlie  highway  to  Pa- 
ris; that  on  tlie  right-hand,  to  St. 
OiTier's;  and  on  the  left  to  Boulogne: 
the  good  order  in  which  they  are  kept, 
and  two  trian^Jes  of  beautiful  fields, 
which  fepnrate  the  onr  from  tlie  other, 
took  my  eye  ex'remtiy.  The  even- 
ing.was  very  pleafant,  every  thing 
abour  me  in<!iilged  contempbtion, 
and  J  wmdered  on  to  a  contiderahle 
diftcince,  when  a  (ol.licr  came  run- 
ning aliTnft  breathltfs  after  me;  and 
being  obliged  to  ftt/p  and  turn  about 
by  his  repetited  Calling  to  me,  he  ac- 
coftcd  me  with  a  veiy  low  i)ow,  and 
to'fi  me,  that  perceiving  I  was  a 
ftranj^cr,  he  thought  it  his  fluty  to  ac- 
qinint  me,  tliat  thi'  gates  were  al- 
5jyay3  ihot  at  ei^ht  o'clpckj  aud  ibe 


keys  carried  to  the  governor;  that 
it  was  very  near  that  hour,  and,  if  I 
did  not  immediately  return,  I  fhould 
find  it  vei  v  dlfiicidt,  it  not  nnpofTible, 
to  re- enter  the  town.  On  this  I 
mended  my  pace,  according  to  his 
advice  ;  but,  though  I  went  as  fait  as 
I  could,  came  but  juit  time  enough 
to  get  over  the  firft  draw -bridge, 
which  they  were  preparing  to  take 
up.  I  now  fnw  the  danger  I  had  ef- 
caped,  thanked  the  honelt  foldier  for 
his  inrelligence,  and  offeiel  him  a 
piece  of  money;  on  which  he  drew 
back,  and  lurprized  me  with  this  an- 
fwer— "  No,  Sir!"  aniwered  he;  "  the 
'  honour  of  fei  ving  you  is  a  fufficient 
'  recompence  ;  we  foldiers  never  take 
'  money  but  from  the  king  our  ma- 
'  fter."  Ju'ige,  my  dear  Jenny,  of  the 
courtefy  of  the  French  nation  in  ge- 
neral, by  the  f-^mple  1  have  given  you 
of  it  in  this  foldier. 
'  I  will  not,  however,  fo  far  deceive 
either  myieif  or  you,  as  not  both  to 
think  and  lay,  that,  if  I  were  to  con- 
tinue here  for  any  length  of  time,  I 
(hould  be  very  much  at,  a  lofs  for 
company,  the  town  confifting  chiefly 
of  trading  people,  who  are  entirely 
taken  up  with  their  feveral  avocations; 
fo  that,  excepting  the  officers  of  the 
army,  and  fonie  few  friars,  there  is 
little  cnnverfation  fuitable  to  the  tafte 
of  an  Engliihman. 
*  I  was  yefterday  at  St.  Omer's,  to 
take  a  view  of  that  famous  feminary 
of  Jefuits,  which  has  given  to  the 
woi  Id  fo  many  prime-miniflers,  bi- 
fhops,  cardinals,  and  popes;  but,  as 
I  ftaid  but  a  few  hours  there,  I  faw 
fcarce  any  thing  of  the  place,  except 
the  college,  which'i^,  indeed,  a  very 
fine  one;  and  I  only  tell  you  this  to 
(hew  you  that  I  ne-lc(5l  no  opportu- 
nity of  amufjng  myfelf. 
'  1  alfo  intend  to  make  a  vifit  to 
Boulogne  to-morrow,  as  I  am  told 
there  are  leveral  Englifli  gentlemen 
there  at  prefent,  for  ibme  of  whom  I 
have  a  particular  regard.  I  may,  per- 
haps, fiay  two  or  three  days  ;  but,  if 
I  fliould  tranfgrefs  the  time  of  the 
mail  coming  in,  'ftiaH  leive-  orders 
Aa-  letters  with  my  dire6lion  to  be 
fent  afier  mc.  I  would  not  be  de- 
prived on-^  moment  of  the  plcalure  of 
hearing  frou)  yog  fo;-  all  the  enjoy- 
ments the  world  can  give;  for  know, 
;i)y  dear  Jcnnyj  it  is  net  the  park,  the 
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<  plays,  the  operas,  the  nflemblies,  nor 
«  the  company  at  Wliite's,  but  it  is 
«  your  dear  fociety  I  langoiih  for,  and 
«  which,  I  trull  to  Heaven,  I  ihall  foon 
«   be  bleffed  with  j    till  when,  call  every 

*  foft  idea    of  love  and   tendernefs    to 

*  vour  imagiiiaticin,  and  let  then  tell 
«  you  how  much  I  am,  beyond  what 
«  words  can  fpeak,  my  dear,  dear  Jen- 
«  ny,  your  mod  pafTionate  admirer,  and 
«  and  eternally  devoted  lover  and  i'er- 

*  vant, 

'  J.  Jessamy.' 

*  P.  S.  I  remember  you  have  a  little 
'   piftiire,   whicii  was   drHvvn   for 

*  vou  fome  years  ago,  and  came 
«  as  near  the  life  as  any  thing  of 

*  art  can  do:   it  would   be  a'very 

*  preat  pleafuie  to  meif  you  could 

*  contrive  a  v^ay  to  ft- nd  it  to  me, 

*  without  much  trouble  to  your- 

*  jelf;     for  though,  as  you   may 

*  be  certain,   your  image  is  inde- 
<  libly    fixed    upon    my   heart,  I 

*  ftiould    be   glad,    mcthinks,    to 

*  feaft  my  eyes,  as  well  as  mind, 
'  with  your  dear  refemblance.' 

Jenny  was  r.ow  heartily  forry  this 
letter  had  not  arrived  before  Sir  Robert 
Manley  took  his  leave,  as  flie  might 
have  engaged  him  to  be  the  bearer  of 
the  pifture  of  Jemmy  requelhd  of  her. 
She  lei'olved,  however,  rather  than  not 
comply  with  the  defire  of  a  perfon  fo 
dear  to  her,  to  take  the  liberty  of  fend- 
ing  to  that  gentleman,  and  entreating 
the  favour  of  i'peaking  with  him,  if 
pofTible,  before  he  let  out  on  his  jour- 
ney. 

Sir  Robert  was  not  at  home  when  the 
fervant  went,  nor  received  the  meffage 
that  had  been  Itft  for  hi^Il  till  it  was 
too  late  to  wait  on  her  that  night;  but 
would  not  go  out  of  town  without 
obeying  herfummons,  and  came  pietty 
tarly  the  next  morning. 

Jenny  could  not  "repeat,  without 
blufliing,  the  motive  which  had  induced 
her  to  fend  for  him  ;  but,  after  having 
faid  all,  and,  indeed,  much  more  than 
was  necelTary,  to  apologize  for  what  flie 
had   done — '  Madam,'    anfwercd    he, 

*  I  know  not  how  to  thar.k,  as  it  de- 

*  ferves,  the  confidence  you  repofe  in 

*  me ;  but  you  muft  own  that,  in  do- 

*  ing  me  this  favour,  you  put  my  ho- 
«  nour  to  the  feverell  trial,  Uovvarejou 
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'  fure  that  a  truft,  fuch  as  your  piflure* 
'  may  not  tempt  me  to  be  bafd  ?' 

'  I  will  ventnie  that,'  faid  (lie,  gailyj|. 

*  and  fliould  be  glad  to  be  quite  a?  fuiV 
'  you   will   pardon   the  troai>le  I'^give 

*  you  on  this  occafion.'  On  this  Sir 
Robert  !'<iid  many  grillant  things  j  but 
concluded  with  a  piotnife  of  delivering 
his  charge  fafe  into  the  hands  of  tlie 
happy  perfon  for  whom  it  was  intend-  . 
ed  ;  and  took  his  leave,  as  time  pieiicd 
him  to  depart,  and  ms  ciiaife  and  fer- 
vants  h.5d  all  this  while  waited  for  him 
at  the  dooi. 


CHAP.     XVIII. 

CONTAINS  NONE  OF  THOSE  BEAU- 
TIFUL DIGRESSIONS,  THOSE  RE- 
MAPwCS  OR.  REFLECTIONS,  WHICIi 
A  CERTAIN  WOULD  UECRITICK 
PRETENDS  ARE  SO  MUCH  DIS- 
TINGUISHED IN  THE  WRITINGS 
OF  HIS  TWO  FAVOURITE  AU-, 
THORS;  YET,  IT  IS  TO  BE  HOPED, 
WILL  AFFORD  SUFFICIENT  TO 
PLEASE  ALL  THOSE  WHO  ARS 
WILLING  TO   EE  PLEASED. 

THE  fmallell  trifle,  if  requefted  by 
a  friend,  is  a  bufinefs  of  import- 
ance to  the  truly  tender  and  fincere. 
Jenny  was  as  much  pleafed  with  hav- 
ing found  an  opportunity  o-f  fending 
her  pl6ture  to  Jemmy,  as  fome  ladies 
would  be  with  being  preionted  them- 
I'elves  v/ilh  one  fet  round  with  dia- 
monds. She  contented  not  herfelf, 
however,  v/ith  having  obliged  hmi  in. 
this  p-?!  ticular  j  flie  knew  he  would'alib 
cxpeit  an  immediate  anfwer  to  his  let- 
ter ;  and  accordingly,  that  fame  even- 
ing, wrote  to  hiin  in  the  following 
terms. 

'    TO  JAMES  JESSAMY,   ESQ_. 

'     MY    DEAR    J  F.  MMY, 

'  T  Rejoice  to  hear  that  Calais  is  lefs 
■*■    '  irivfome  to  you  than,  by  the  dc- 

'  fcription  which  has  been  given  me  of 

'  fea-port  towns,  I  feared  it  %vas.     Yoti 

«  could  not  oblige   me  more   than   in 

»  telling  me  that  you  ende^vourto  make 

*  it  as  agreeable  as   poiubie,  and.tliat 

*  you    liipport    this    bani/hment   with. 

*  ibme  tolerable  degree  of  patience. 

'   Would  to  Heaven  it  were  any  way 

*  confilier.t  with  the  nffeclion   I  have 
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•  for  you  to  invite  you  home!  But  all 

•  the  accounts  our  friends  as  yet  have 

•  been  able  to  get  in  relation  to  Bell- 
pine's  condition,  are  fo  vury  dubious 
and  imperfefi,  that,  till  we  are  more 
affured,  I  dare  not  even  indulge  a 
wifii  oF  feeing  you  here.  Perplexing 
circumlfance!  that  compels  me  to  be 
thus  anxious  for  the  welfare  of  a 
villain,  who  has  attempted  to  dedroy 
my  peace,  and  that  of  him  whofe  hap- 
pinefs  1  prize  above  my  own. 

*  As  you  defire  to  have  my  piftnre, 
I  have  entreated  the  favour  of  Sir 
Robert  Manlcy  to  deliver  it  to  you  as 
he  paifcs  tlirough  Calais  in  his  way 
to  Paris  :  he  has  the  chara6\er  of  a 
perfon  of  great  fenfe  and  honour; 
and,  I  believe,  deferves  it.  He  talks 
of  (laying  a  day  or  two  in  the  place 
where  yoa  are;  and,  if  fo,  I  am  apt 
to  think  his  converfation,  while  thus 
deftitute  of  company,  will  be  at  leaft 
equally  agreeable  as  the  little  token 
that  introduces  him  to  your  ac(^uaint- 
ance, 

*  I  have  feen  fo  few  people  fince  you 
*went  away,  that  I   have  nothing  to 

*  relate  worthy  your  attentjan,  except 

*  what  you  know  already,  that  I  am, 

*  with  the  moft  tender  affeClion,  dear 

*  Jemmy,  yours  entirely,  and  forever, 

*   J.  jESS.tMY. 

*  P.  S.  I  will  not  afk  ycir  piflure 

*  in  return,  becaufe  I  know  not 

*  whether  the  place  yon  are  in  af- 

*  fords  any  artifts  of  that  kind  ; 

*  and,  befides,  flatter  myfelf  that 

*  Fate  will  order  it  fo,  that  you 

*  will  not  be  obliged  to  continue 

*  there  long  enough   to   have  it 

*  drawn.' 

Had  Jenny  deferred  this  letter  till  the 
Jitxt  day,  it  is  certain  fhe  would  have 
wrote  in  a  different  manner,  Piettv 
early  in  ihe  morning  Mr.  Morgan 
came,  and  brought  her  the  joyful  news 
that  BcUpine  had  been  feen  walking 
sibout  his  chamber,  and  looking  throi»gh 
the  windo'.v. 

Mr.  Lovegrove  alfo  made  her  a  vifit 
the  fame  day,  and  confirmed  what  the 
old  g-entleman  had  faid ;  as  did  feveral 
others  of  her  friends,  who  had  been  in- 
durtrious  in  fifting  out  the  truth  of  an 
affair  which  they  knew  was  of  fo  much 
ccnfequence  to  her  peace. 


Two  or  three  days  put  tlie  veracity 
of  this  intelligence  beyond  all  difpute. 
The  fuigcon,  who  hatl  all  this  time  at- 
tended Bellpine,  no  longer  denied  bat 
that  his  patient  was  out  of  danger  fioin 
his  wound  ;  and  the  people  of  tiie  houfe 
confcffed  to  thofe  who  enquired  into  the 
matter  that  he  had  quitted  his  bed,  andi 
it  was  expefled  would  foon  go  abroad 
for  the  air. 

Jenny,  who  was  fully  informed  of 
every  thing  that  paffed  on  this  occafion, 
was  beginning  to  entertain  the  moft 
pleafing  ideas  of  feeing  her  dear  Jemmy 
within  a  very  fiiort  fpace  of  time,  and 
waited  for  a  letter  from  him  with  lefs 
patience  than  ever  ftie  had  done  before, 
as  the  anfwcr  (he  (iiould  fend  him  to  it 
would  bs  accompanied  v^ith  an  alfur- 
ance,  that  all  the  apprehenfjons  liis 
friends  had  for  him  were  removed,  and 
he  might  now  return  v/ith  i'afety. 

She  figured  toherl'elf  the  extafy  with 
which  her  lover  would  receive  this  in- 
f.)rmation  ;  the  bafte  he  would  make  to 
obey  the  welcome  fummons  ;  and  the 
mutual  joy  of  their  happy  meeting. 
Thus  was  flte  amufed,  as  Shakelpeure 
elegantly  exprefles  it— 

•  Lull'd  in  the  day-dreams  of  a  mJnd  In  love,' 

But  when  thfi  wi(hed-for  letter  ar- 
rived, (he  found  the  delightful  profpeft 
(he  had  formed  was,  for  the  prefenr, 
quite  obliured,  as  the  reader  will  fee  iu 
tlvefe  lines. 


*   TO    MI5S   JESSAMY., 

*    MV    SOUL^S  TREASURE, 

Y  O  U  have  not  only  given  me  the 
■^  *  refemblance  of  your  angelick 
felf,  but,  at  the  fame  time,  given  me 
a  fiiend,  for  whom,  next  to  that,  I 
ought  to  bisfs  and  thank  you.  Ycir 
will,  doubtlefs,  wonder  how  I  am 
become  fo  welf  acquainted  with  the 
virtues  of  Sir  Robert  Manley  in  the 
fliort  time  we  have  been  together.  I 
will  tell  you,  then  :  he  has  made  me 
the  conlidante  of  the  paiTion  he  haii 
for  you  ;  your  behaviour  on  his  de- 
claring it ;  and  the  noble  conqueft  he 
gained  over  himfclf,  when  you  {o 
generoufly  avowed  youi'  fidelity  to 
me,  and  deptndanceon  mine  to  yon. 
'  But,  oh,  my  Jenny  !  how  could  I 
cEil'e  that  dog  Bellpine  !  How  could 

♦  I  repeatj 
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I  repeat,  a  thoufand  and  a  thoufand 
times,  the  blow  I    have  given  him, 
when  I  look  back  upon  that  fcene  of 
wretchednefs    into    which    I    might 
have  betn  inevitably  plunged  by  iiis 
bafe    arts!     Your    ears  continually 
filled  with  reports  of  my  perfidiouf- 
nefs  and  ingraiLtuJe  ;  a  rival  of  fach 
dangerous  merit,  encounged  by  them 
to  make  his  addiefies  to  you  :    what 
muft  have  become  of  me,  if  the  moll 
unparalleled   conltancy  on  youi  f.iie, 
and  the  Rriileft  adlierence  to  jti(iice 
and  honour  on   his,  had  not  iecured 
my  hopes  ?  But,  thanks  to  both,  the 
ftorm    is  ovt-rblown  ;    the  danger  is 
pait ;   and  I  ftiould    give   up  all  my- 
ielf  to  joy,   and   forgive   the  wretch 
whofe  vile  attempts  to  ruin  me  have 
the  more  confirmed  my  h^ppinefs. 
'  And  now,  my  deareft,  I  am  to  in- 
form you,  that  to-morrow  I  remore 
myfelf  farther  from  you.     My  new 
friend  tells  me  that  1  might  have  feen 
Paris,  all  the  royal  palaces,  and  every 
thing  deferving  oblervation,  in   the 
time  1  have  been  here;  and  is  fur- 
prized  that  I  did  not  take  this  oppor- 
tunity of  going  to  a  place  which  af- 
fords fo  much  to  excite  the  curiofity 
ot  a  (hanger  :  in  ftiort,  he  has  feduced 
me  to  accompany  him.     I  would  not 

*  have    you    think,    however,    that  I 

*  yielded  to  his  perfualions  but   in  tlie 

*  affurance    he  save   me,   that   he  had 
'  often  heard  you   lament  the  folitnoe 

*  of  my  condition,  and  wi(h  me  in  a 

*  more  agreeable  fituation. 
'  Though  I  dare  take  his  word,  yet 
I  (honld  bs  glad  of  receiving  a  fart  tier 
confirmation  from  yourfelf :  a  line 
from  your  dear  hand  will  be  a  joyful 
welcome  to  me  on  my  arrival  at  that 
great  city  to  which  I  am  going.  1 
know  you  too  well  to  doubt  of  your 
kind  compliance  with  this  requell, 
as  it  is  the  only  thing  which  can  en- 
able me  to  relilh  any  amufements  that 
may  prefent  themfelves  to  me. 
'  Our  worthy  friend,  who  is  willing 
to  contribute  all  he  can  to  my  fatis- 
fa6>ion,  v/rites  this  night  to  Mr. 
Waters,  a  banker  in  Paris,  to  defire, 
if  any  letters  direfled  tome  are  left 
at  his  houfe,  they  (hall  be  taken  care 
of.  Farev/el !  Believe  that,  where- 
ever  I  am,  my  heart  is  always  with 
you  ;  and  that  I  never  can  be  other 
than,  with  inviolable  love  and  tvulb. 


'   my  dear  Jenny,  your  moft  pafllonatc- 

*  ly,  and  molt  tenderly,  devoted  Jover 

♦  and  fervant, 

♦  J.  Jessam  y. 

«  P.  S.  Sir  Robert  lays  a  ftria  in- 

*  jiinilion  upon  me  to  engage  your 
'  pardon  for  the  tales  he  has  told 

*  me,  and    to   make   his  compli- 
«  ments  and  beit  wiflies  acceptable 

*  to  you.' 

How  would  Ibme  ladles  have  fwelled 
at  this  disappointment  !  1  believe  I 
know  thole  who  would  have  thrown 
the  letter  from  theni  v/ith  the  utmoft 
dildain;  perhaps  tcre  it,  and  cried  out — 
'  How  dare  t!ie  tellow  ufe  me  th«s  * 
'  He  ought  to  have  afkcd  me  leave  be- 

*  fore  he  went  away!  He  does  not  de- 

•  fei  ve  that  1  fijoidd  ever  fee  him  morel' 
and  a  thoufand  fuch  like  reproaches; 
but  the  reader  has  leen  too  much  of 
Jenny  to  expe6t  this  fort  of  behaviour 
in  liei".  At  firft,  indeed,  it  gave  a  little 
check  to  her  late  flow  of  fpiuts,  to  find 
her  lover  was  every  way  going  farthar 
from  her,  at  a  time  when  (he  had  hoped 
he  would  be  approaching  towards  her: 
but  (he  ioon  recovered  herfeU  j  and,  oa 
well  weicjhing  the  motives  that  induced 
him  to  leave  Calais,  found  (he  had  more 
reafon  to  approve  than  to  condemn  him 
for  it. 

Though,  in  his  letters  to  her,  he  had 
diffenibied  his  chagrin,  for  fear  fhc 
fhouldbe  too  much  affeSted  with  it,  ye£ 
flie  was  lentlble  that,  for  a  man  of  his 
gay  temper,  to  be  fo  long  pent  up  iii 
(bch  a  place  as  Calais,  could  not  but 
be  very  irkforne  to  him  j  and,  as  he  yet 
was  ignorant  of  the  hopes  his  friends 
hid  of  his  returning  foon  to  England, 
neither  wondered  at,  nor  was  angry, 
that  he  lb  readily  embraced  Sir  Robert 
Manley's  propol'al  of  paffing  the  time 
of  his  ablence  in  a  manner  fo  much 
niore  capable  of  irjjpioving  his  mind, 
as  well  as  of  gratifying  his  lenfes. 

This  was  the  way  in  which  /he  argued 
with  herfelf  in  defence  of  her  lover's 
proceedings  ;  and,  upon  the  whole, vva» 
not  forry  to  be  deprived  of  his  company 
for  a  v?hile  longer,  as  he  was  gone  to 
view  the  magnificence  of  a  place  fo  fa- 
mous throughout  Europe,  and  fo  mucU 
the  mode  for  all  young  perfcns  of  coii- 
dition  to  be  acquainted  with. 

CHAP. 
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WHICH,  THE  AUTHOR  THINKS  IT 
HIGHLY  PROPER  TO  ACC>UAINT 
THE  PUBLICK,  IS  MUCH  OF  A 
PIECE  WITH  THE  FOREGOING  J 
SO  THAT  EVERY  ONE  MAY  BE  AT 
LIBERTY  EITHER  TO  READ  OR 
NOT,  ACCORDING  TO  THE  SATIS- 
FACTION THE  OTHER  AFFORDED. 

JENNY  had  lived  almoft  as  retired 
as  a  woman  in  the  .fiift  month  of 
her  widowhood,  ever  fince  Jemmy  had 
been  obliged  to  fly  the  kingdom  on  the 
•wound  he  had  given  Bellpine;  but  nov/,_ 
finding  he  was  out  of  danger,  either  of 
life  or  liberty,  on  that  fcore,  by  the  re- 
covery of  his  antagonift,  and  alfo  that 
he  was  gone  to  regale  himfelf  in  a  place 
fo  abounding  with  all  forts  of  plea- 
fures,  (he  began  to  refume  her  former 
chearfulntfs  and  vivacity,  appeared  in 
all  pubiick  places  as  (he  had  been  ac- 
cuftomed,  and  returned  all  the  vifits 
that  were  made  to  her. 

Her  intimacy  vv-ith  Lady  Speck  and 
Mifs  Wingman  was  very  much  en- 
creafed  fince  (lie  had  been  at  Bath  with 
them,  by  the  participation  they  hrd  in 
her  fecrets,  and  (he  in  theirs:  as  thofe 
ladies  were  continually  entertained  by 
their  lovers  with  all  manner  of  diver- 
fions,  (he  was  never  left  out  in  any  of 
them,  except  by  her  own  choice. 

Though  no  one  was  fonder  of  all 
innocent  pleafuies,  and  was  lefs  referv- 
ed  and  unconftrained  in  converfation, 
yet  (lie  did  not  fuffer  the  gaieties  of  life 
to  interfere  with  her  more  ferioiis  re- 
fieaions ;  the  duties  of  love  and  friend- 
fliip,  next  to  thofe  of  Heaven,  were  al- 
vrays  her  peculiar  care,  and  (lie  never 
reglefted  th^  difcharge  of  them  on  any 
pretence  whatever.  It  cannot  be  fup- 
pofed  that  fne  omitted  the  gratification 
of  her  dear  Jemmy's  requeil;  (he  cal-' 
culated,  as  well  as  (he  was  able,  from 
the  accounts  that  had  been  given  her  of 
the  route  to  Paris,  on  what  day  be 
would  be  there,  and  fentaletterto  meet 
him  on  his  arrival.  The  contents  of 
what  (he  wrote  to  him  were  thefe. 

*  TO  JAMES  JESSAMV,  ESQ^ 
*    MV    DEAR   JEMMY, 

*  T  Hope  this  will  find  you  in   good 

■■•   «  health  and  fpirits,  after  the  fa- 

■»  tigue  of  your  long  journey.     I  am  fo 


NNY    JESSAMY. 

well  pleafed  with  your  having  taken 
it,  that  I  (hould  extremely  condemn 
mylelf  for  not  having  advifed  you  to 
it  fooner,  if  what  I  confefs  was  ow- 
ing  to  my  want  of  thought  had  not 
proved  for  the  beft,  by  occafioning 
you  to  go  into  fuch  good  company. 
'  I  am  told  that  Bellpine  is  judged 
to  be  out  of  danger;  but  that  is  now 
a  matter  of  no  moment.  Whatever 
may  be  wrote  to  you  on  that  head,  re- 
member, that  as  I  may  never  fee  Pa- 
ris myfelf,  I  fliall  expeft  from  you  3 
very  exa£l  account  ot  nil  the  curiofi- 
tles  the  place  affords:  therefore,  if 
you  would  oblige  me,  you  muft  not 
think  of  coming  home  till  you  aie 
well  afTjred  that  you  can  have  left 
nothing  behind  you  unobferved. 
Good  night;  repofe,  at  prefcnt,  mult 
be  more  bene.^cial  to  you  than  any 
thincT  I  could  fay,  which  would  all 
amount  to  no  more  than  a  repetition 
of  my  being,  with  the  moit  unfeign- 
ed affeftion,  my  dear  Jemmy,  as  much 
yours  at  this  dillance  as  when  nearer, 
•  J.  Jessamy. 

*  P.  S.  Pray  let  Sir  Robert  know  I 
<  think  of  him  with  the  mod  juft 
«  refpeiS.* 

Though  this  letter  was  fomewhat 
(horter  than  thofe  (lie  ufuaily  wrote  to 
him,  yet  the  few  lines  it  contained  dif- 
covered,  withoutherdefigning  to  do  fo, 
fuch  a  well  eltablKhed  fund  of  tender- 
nefs  in  her  foul,  as  cannot  but  be  dif- 
cernible  to  every  underftandiug  reader. 

She  was  entirely  eafed  of  all  her  ap- 
prehenfions  for  him  on  the  fcore  of  the 
wound  he  had  given  Bellpine,  and 
doubtlefs  wilhed  as  ardently  to  fee  him 
again  as  the  mo(t  violent  of  her  ("ex 
could  have  done;  but  there  was  a  cer- 
tain delicacy  in  her  piiUlon,  which  ren- 
dered every  thing  that  gave  him  p!ea- 
fure  an  adequateCatisfaftlon  to  herfelf, 
nor  could  (lie  ever  have  been  truly  hap- 
py without  knowing  he  was  fo.  Be- 
fides,  (lie  confidered,  that  for  him  to 
leave  fuch  a  place  as  Paris  immediately, 
and  without  being  able,  at  his  return, 
to  give  any  defcription  of  the  royal  pa- 
laces, colleges,  convents,  and  other 
things  (he  had  heard  much  talk  of,  muft 
infallibly  expofe  him  to  the  raillery  of 
all  his  acquaintance:  (lie  knew  that  they 
would  fay  it  was  for  her  fake  he  did  fo; 
that  they  would  call  him  a  rgmTintick. 

loverj 
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lover;  tell  him  that  he  was  Co  mtich  the 
devotee  of  Cupid,  that  he  covild  not 
fuppoit  the  lead  abfence  tVom  his  mif- 
tiels,  with  fach  like  ftuffj  and  would 
have  chofe  he  (hould  even  love  her  lefs, 
rather  than  he  fliou'.d  give  any  proofs 
of  love  which  might  call  in  queftion  his 
good  feni'e. 

How  eafy,  how  contented,  muft  be 
the  man  who  has  a  miftrefsof  tliis  way 
of  thinking!  and  how  happy  is  it  alfo 
for  herfelf,  as  it  is  the  almoft  certain 
means  of  lecuring  the  hftingefteem,  as 
well  as  afFt61ion,of  the  man  ftie  loves  ! 
Jemmy,  at  leaft,  was  a  proof  of  the 
truth  of  this  oblervaticn;  the  gay  and 
fprightly  manner  in  which  he  anl'wer- 
ed  his  dear  Jenny's  epiftle,  (hewed  he 
was  highly  pleaied  with  thelnjuncliot.s 
fhe  laid  upon  him  in  it.  Thefe  were 
his  words. 

*   TO   MI3S  JESSAMY, 
*    DEAREST    JENNY, 

*  T  Received  yours  two  hours  after  my 
-*■   *  arrival;   I  need  not  tell  you  with 

*  what  pleafure:   but  becaufe  I  have  no 

*  words  to  th'ink  the  kindnefs  of  it  as 
'  I  ought,  nor  any  thing  more  material 
'  to  fill  up  my  letter,  I  fhall  give  you  a 
'  brief  recital  of  our  journey,  in  which 

*  we  met  with  fomething  droll  enough 

*  to  make  you  laugh,  if  I  do  not  fpoil 

*  it  in  the  defcription. 

*  We  had  not  been  long   in  the  firft 

*  inn  we  baited  at,  when  the  drawer 

*  told  us  theie  was  an  Englifn  gentle- 

*  man  in  the  houfe,   who  hearing  we 

*  were  his  countrymen,  begged  leave 

*  to  join  us.    This  we  readily  granted, 

*  flattering  ourfelves  that  the  evening 
'  would  pafs  more  agreeably  by  the  ad- 

*  dition  of  a  third  perfon  in  company. 

*  A  young  fpark  was  prefenily  ulher- 

*  ed  in,  drclTed  fitter  for  the  drawing- 

*  room  than  the  road.     After  the  firlt 

*  compliments  were  over,  he  cried  out 

*  in  a  very  theatrick  tone— 

"  Thro'  Purgatory  firft  to  pafs, 

"  And  then  arrive  at  Heaven's  high  mafs." 

*  We  flared  at  him,  but  he  immedi- 

*  ately  explained  himfelf,  and  told  us, 

<  in  plain  profe,  that  after  the  purga- 

*  tory  of  an  odious  fea-ficknefs,  and 
'   the  villainous  jolt  of  a  poft  chaiie,  he 

<  had  at  lad  attained  the  heaven  of  be- 

*  ing  admitted  intolhecom|>anyof  per. 


fons  whom  he  knew,  by  their  equi- 
page, muft  be  men  of  good-ienfe  and 
talk. 

'  We  found  him  very  communica- 
tive; he  had  not  been  half  an  hour 
before  he  gave  us  the  hiftory  of  his 
life;  but  lb  larded  with  fcraps  of 
poetry  and  tags  of  plays,  that  it  was 
not  altogether  intelligible;  we  picked 
out  enough,  however,  to  know  that 
he  had  been  intended  for  the  law;  but 
that,  not  liking  the  bufinefs,  noi-  in- 
deed any  bufinefs,  he  had  left  his 
mafter  before  he  had  ferved  out  half 
his  clerkfhip;  and  unexpeftedly  com- 
ing into  the  pofleflTion  of  an  eftate,  by 
the  death  of  a  lelation,  he  applied 
himfelf  to  the  ftudy  of  the  belles  let- 
tres,  meaning  poetry,  in  which  he 
imagined  himfelf  a  great  proficient. 
He  told  us  that  he  had  read  every 
thing  worth  reading  in  Englifli,  and 
was  now  come  to  France  to  perfeft 
himfelf  in  that  language,  for  the  bet- 
ter underftanding  of  Racine,  Cre- 
billon,  and  fome  other  authors, whom 
he  had  heard  much  talked  of. 
*  I  have  known  fome  men,  who  ei- 
ther having  no  genius  of  their  own, 
or  are  too  indolent  not  to  exert  it, 
have  thus  fet  up  both  for  wits  and 
criticks  upon  the  fliouldersof  othersj 
but  I  never  found  one  fo  flrongly 
poflelTcd'with  this  poetical  phrenzy  as 
the  fellow  I  am  talking  of. 
'  Sir  Robert,  in  a  farcaftical  humour, 
wrote  his  character  extempore  in  thefe 
lines,  which  I  find  no  fault  with,  but 
that  they  are  not  half  fevere  enough. 

Sure  he  wasborn  v/hen  nature  v.'asin  chime! 
V.''hate'er  you  fay,  heanfwers  liill  in  rhime; 
Knows  all    the   bards — from    Shake-  ^ 

*'  fpeare's  lofty  flow, 
Down  to  thejingleoftime-fervingRowe, 
And  Fielding's  Rofamond  in  puppet- 

<'  Ihow; 

Has  all  fam'dLaurcatColiey's  odesby heartj 
Can  point  out  what  ia  dull,   and   what  is 

"  fmart; 
Erefts  himfef  a  wit  on  their  foundation. 
And  proves  his  iirgument  from  found  quo- 

"  t.ition; 
Memory  fupplics  judgment  and    fancy's 

■*'  want: 
You  mifs  not  thefe,  while  that's  predomi- 

"  nant." 


'  In  fine,  my  dear  Jenny,  there  never 

*  w:.s  a  more  egregious  coxcomb:   but 

*  the  poor  creature  was  diverting,  and 

'  complaifaat 


200 


JEMMY    AND    JENNY    JESSA,MY. 


*  corrplalfant  to  fuch  an  excefs,  that 

*  it  was   not  in   our   power  to   sfFront 

*  him.     We  hatl  hin)  with  us  quite  up 

*  to  Par!s5   and,   perhaps,   ftiould  not 

*  hn^e  got  rid  of  him  here  very  eafily, 

*  if  it  had  not  come  into  Sir  Robert's 

*  head  to  recommend  him  to  a  coffee- 

*  houfe,  where,  he  told  him,  he  would 

*  find    a    great   many  petits-maitres, 

*  much  of  his  own  turn  of  mind. 

*  This  is  the  only  adventure  th:t 

*  happened  to  us  on  the  road,  except 

*  an   inftance  of  puritanical  hypocrify, 

*  which   mav  fervt  to  ftrengthen  that 

*  contempt  I   know  you  already  have 

*  for  thofe  pvetended  zealots.  Happen- 

*  in"'  to  ftop  at  a  cabaret  on  the  road 

*  for  fome  refrefliment,  another  poft- 

*  chajfe  came  to  the  door  at  the  ftme 

*  time,  out  of  wiiich  alighted  one  of 

*  the  moft   noted  and  moli  impudent 

*  courtezans  that  ever  ftrolled  in  Sr. 
«  James's  Park.     She  was  handed  out 

*  by  a  perfon  in  laced  cloaths,  bag-  wig, 

*  feather  in  his  hat,  and  a  long  fword 

*  by  his  fide;  but  the  conventicle  leer 
«  diftinguiftied  him  through  this  dif, 

*  guile,  and  I  prefently  knew  him  for 

*  a  wealthy  citizen  of  London,  a  ftrong 
»  Prtfbyteiian,  and  who  pafies  for  a 

*  faint  among  his  congregation.  As  I 
«  had  feme  little  acquaintance  with  him, 

*  having  once  bought  fome  things  of 

*  him,  I  iiepped  towards  him,  called 
r*  him  by  his  name,  and  told  him  I  w.as 

*  furprized  to  fee  him  in  France.     Ne- 

*  ver  was  poor  mortal  fo  confufed,  fo 
«  (hocked:  at  firtl:,  I  believe,  he  woii'd 

*  have  denied  he  was  the  perfon;  but 
^  not  having  courage,  he  begged  I 
*■  would  not  expofe  him,  by  tellmg  any 

*  body  where,  or  in  what  company,  I 

*  had  fcen  him.  I  promifed  1  would 
f  not,  and  left  him;  but  ftill  fodifcon- 

*  certed,  that  I  dare  fay  it  would  be 

*  fome  time   before  he  could  recover 

*  himfelf  to  be  good  company  with  Ins 
«  miftrefs. 

*  I  leave  vou  to  Inugb;  for  whatever 
<  tender  things  I  have   to  fay  to  you 

*  muft  be  deferred  till  another  oppor- 

*  tunity,  and  paper  affording  room  tor 
(  no  more,  than  that  I  am,  eternally, 

*  truly,  and  pafTionatciy,  my  foul's  bell 

*  joy,  your  inolt  devoted  friend,  lover, 
f  ar.d  fervant, 

*  J.  Jess.^my.' 

The  fatisfa^Ttion  Jenny  felt  in  read. 
ing  this  Icuer,  as  indetd  in  ail  othejs 


(he  received  from  the  fame  hand,  need 

not  be  told  to  thofe  who  have  faithful 
and  afFeifkionate  hearts;  and  to  thofe  of 
rougher  natures  would  be  but  imperti- 
nent; I  fhall  therefore  fay  no  more  on 
this  head,  but  pafs  on  to  matters  of* 
very  difterent  kind. 


CHAP.     XX. 

MAKES  A  SHORT  PAUSE  IN  THE  HIS- 
TORY,  IN  ORDER  TO  PRESENT 
THE  READER  WITH  THE  DETAIL, 
OF  A  MATRIMONIAL  CONTEST  ON 
A  PRETTY  PARIiCULAR  OCCA- 
SION, 

A  Very  celebrated  French  author 
tells  us,  in  his  treatife  on  the  h.u- 
man  mind,  that  what  we  commonly  call 
humour,  is  no  more  than  nature  in  odd 
circumftances,     '  Humour,'  fays    he, 

*  is  made  up  of  three  qualities;  an  am- 
'  bition  of  appearing  peculiar ;  aftiong 

*  attachment  to  fome  one  trifle,  and  an 

*  obllinaie  perfeverance  in  whatever  it 
'  inclines  to:  all  thefe  three,  he  ftill 
'  goes  on,  are  in  nature;  but  then  it  is 

*  in  nature  perverted,  unregulated  by 

*  reafon,  and  confequently  in  odd  cir- 

*  cumdances.' 

How  far  he  is  right  in  this  definition, 
I  dare  not  take  upon  me  to  determinej 
but  it  is  certain,  that  one  daily  fees  a 
great  many  people  whofe  charaflers  and 
manners  cannot  otherwife  be  very  eaf)ly 
accounted  for. 

When  any  two  of  thefe  humourlfta 
meet  together  in  company,  and  foma 
fubjeft  happen  to  be'ftarted,  in  which 
they  differ  in  opinion,  how  farcical 
would  be  the  difpute  with  them,  if 
not  liable  to  be  attended  with  worfe 
mifchiefs  than  mutual  altercations; 
both  of  them  vehemently  tenacious  of 
what  he  imagines  is  right,  and  equally 
impatient  of  contradiftion;  they  foam, 
thv-y  fret,  they  rail,  affe^l  to  defpifg 
each;  and  frequently  from  fuch  begin- 
nings the  molt  larting  animofities  arlfej 
though,  peihaps,  the  thing  in  qucftion 
is  a  mere  bagatelle;  or,  if  not  fo,  of  no 
more  conCequence  to  either  of  thetn 
than  what  is  doing  in  the  fartheft  parts 
of  Ethiopia,  or  tlie  defarts  of  Arabia. 

But  how  much  foever  we  may  laugh 
at  fucii  idle  quarrels  between  perfons 
who  are  (Iranger*,  or  only  cafually  ac- 
quaiiiteU  with  each  olhcr,  it  mull  afford 

a  very 
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a  very  melancholy  refleflicn,  when  we 
fee  the  fame  efFefts  on  thofe  who  are 
mod  near,  either  by  blood  or  alliance. 

Of  all  ties,  that  of  marriage  requires 
the  ftrifteft  unanimity;  yet  how  many 
do  we  find,  who,  merely  for  the  grati- 
fication of  fome  ridiculous  caprice  of 
their  own,  endeavour  to  render  niifera- 
ble  the  perfon  whom,  by  all  laws,  both 
human  and  divine,  they  are  bound  to 
make  it  their  ftudy  to  oblige;  and  turn 
that  ftate  which  Ihould  be  all  love  and 
harmony,  into  one  of  difcoid  and  con- 
fufionl 

The  people  with  whom  Jenny  lived 
■were  of  this  unhappy  clafs.  They  had 
little  to  difcompol'e  them,  except  the 
perverfenefs  of  their  own  humours;  but 
this  indulged  was  fufncient  to  involve 
them  in  greater  inqviietudes  than  for- 
tune could  otherwife  have  inflicted  on 
them.  Without  the  leaft  underftand- 
ing  in  political  afl^airs,  ihey  took  it  into 
their  heads  to  attach  themfelves  to  dif- 
ferent parties,  not  through  principle  or 
interert,  but  merely  becaufe  they  had  a 
mind  to  do  {o.  This  oppofition  of  hu. 
mour,  for  it  could  not  be  called  fenti- 
ment,  occafioned  perpetual  jars  between 
them,  in  which  they  were  fometimes  fo 
loud  and  difturbing,  that  Jenny  had 
more  than  once  threatened  to  quit  their 
houfe;  and  it  was,  perhaps,  the  fear  of 
lofing  lb  beneficial  a  boarder  that  kept 
them  within  any  tolerable  bounds. 

It  is  very  (Irange,  and  would  be  in- 
credible, if  daily  experience  did  not 
evince  the  truth,  that  people  of  a  gen- 
teel education,  naturally  complailant, 
and  of  afocia!  difpofition  in  other  things, 
fnould  fufFer  themfelves  to  be  fo  much 
influenced  by  fome  one  favourite  hu- 
mour, as  to  throw  off  all  love,  all  good 
manneis,  all  decency,  and  aft  like  the 
moft  rude  unpolilhed  creatures  in  the 
tmiveife.  Yet  thus  it  fometimes  proves: 
neither  the  hufband  nor  the  wife  I  am 
fpeaking  of  were  ignorant  how  to  be- 
have themfelves  agreeably  to  the  wcrld 
and  to  each  other;  but  imfortunately 
happening  to  be  of  a  different  way  of 
thinking  in  one  particular  point,  their 
paflions  got  the  better  of  all  other  con- 
iiderations,  and  both  of  them  feemed 
divelted  of  reafon,  and  equally  even  of 
common  civility,  as  will  be  feen  in  tiie 
inftance  I  am  going  to  relate. 

The  wife  was  now  lying-in  of  a  firft 
child,  which  happened  toproveadaugh- 
tei-.     Jenny,  whs  had  promifcd  to  be 


one  of  the  fponfors  at  the  font,  fre- 
quently ftept  into  the  room  to  enquire 
after  the  health  of  the  new  made  mo- 
ther and  her  infant.  As  (he  was  going 
on  this  good-natured  and  charitable  er- 
rand, ftie  heard  the  hufband's  voice  ex- 
ceeding loud,  and  found  they  were  at 
very  high  words;  but  this  did  not  hin- 
der her  entering,  not  doubting  but  lier 
prefence  virould  allay  the  ftorm,  as  it 
had  done  many  times  before. 

But  this   couple  were  at  this   time 
raifed  to  a  pitch  too  high   to  be  eafily 
quelled.     '  A  man,'  cried   he,  '  had 
better  be  buried  alive  than  be  married 
to  a  fool,  an  ideot!' — '  And  a  wo- 
man,' retorted  flie  with  equal  bi:ter« 
el's,  '  had  better  be  in  her  grave,  than 
married  to  a  man  who,  without  the 
leaft  flmre  of  reafon,  fancies  he  has 
more  than  any  body  elfe.' — '  FyeP 
faid  Jenny,  *  is  this  a  time  for  quar- 
relling, when  one  (hould  expe6l  to 
fee  only  mutual  endearments?  Pray, 
what  has  occafioned  this  diffention  ? 
Some  trifle,  I  will   lay  my  life.'— ■ 
No,  Madam,'  anfwered  he,  '  it  is  no 
trifle,  I  afi'ure  youj  but  the  moft  fe- 
rious  thing  that  can  be.    Would  you 
believe  it,  Mifs  JelT.imy,'  continued 
e,  pointing  to  his  wife,  *  that  unna- 
tural mother  there,  would  make  me 
hate  the  infant  (he  has  brought  into 
the  world?' — *  Regard  not  what  he 
fays,   Mifs  Jefl"Amy,'  cried  fne;  •  let 
him  not  lay  the  blame  of  his  own  ve- 
nomous heart  on  me;  for  he  may  be 
affured,   that  if  he   has  his  will,   I 
would  fee  the  little  creatuic,  dear  as 
it  now  is  to  me,  fprawimg,  dying  at 
my  feet,  rather  than  aft  a  mother's 
part.' — '  And  if  your  peeviOi  oblti- 
nacy  prevails,'  rejoined  he,  '  it  never 
(hall  know  me  for  a  father;  (hail  ne- 
ver (hare  my  blefiing  or  my  fubftance.' 
'  Blefs  me,'  f.iys  Jenny,  '  what  hor- 
rid menaces  are  thei'eto  the  poor  help- 
lefs  innocent!   But  ftill    I  am  in  the 
dark  as  to  the  meaning.'     Both  the 
lufband  and  the  wife  had  their  mouths 
)pen  at  the  (ame  time  to  make  anfwcr 
o  this  demand;  but  the  weak  condi- 
ion  of  the  woman  having  taken  away 
fome  part  of  her  uiual  volubility,  he 
had   the   advantage  of  fpeaking    firfi. 
The   difpute  between  us,  ALidam,' 
faid  he,  '  is  concerning  the  name  by 
which  the  child  (hall  be  baptized;  I 
am  defirous  it  (liould  be  Charlotte; 
and  (lie,  in  downright  oppofition  to 

2C  '     .; 
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*  me,  will  needs  have  it  called  Wil- 

*  helmina.*  — •  Oh,  heavens!'  cried 
Jenny,  with  a  fort  of  a  fcornful  finile, 

*  is  all  this  contention  about  a  name  ?' 
«i— *  A  name,  Madam!'  refumed  he  ea- 
gerly; *  a  name  is  rot  fo  trifling  a  thing 

*  as  you  feem  to  think:   I  am  an  Eng- 

*  lifhman,  Madam;  I  love  my  coun- 

*  try,  and  will  have  no  foreign  names 

*  in  my  family,' — *  It  is  a  fmall  mark 

*  of  your  loving  your  country,'  bawl- 
ed (he  as  loud  as  flic  was  able,  '  when 

*  your  child  is  to  have  a  hoi  rid,  po- 

*  pi(h    Jscobite  name:  but  (he  (hall  ne- 

*  ver  be  made  a  chri(tian  on  fuch  terms; 

*  I  had  a  thoufand  times  rather  fee  her 

*  an  atheitt,  an   infidel,  or  any  thing, 

*  than  an  odious  Jacobite.' 

•  Both  of  you  are  certainly  mad,' 
faid  Jenny,  '  and  put  conltruftions  up- 

*  on  things,  which   no  people   in  the 

*  world,  except  yourfelves,  would  ever 

*  think  of;  as  if  the  name  of  a  perfon 

*  were  the  fymbol  of  a  party:  but,  even 

*  if  it  were  fo,  how  can  Charlotte  be 

*  accounted    popifh  ?    or    VVilhelinina 

*  outiandi(h?   the  one,  as  I  take  it,  be- 

*  ing  tlie  feminineof  Charles,  and  the 

*  other  of  William,  which   are  both 

*  Engiifh,    and   aUo   good    Proteftant 

*  names.'— -'Your   derivation,    Ma- 

*  dam,  is  extremely  right  as  to  the  one,' 
replied  the  hufbind;  '  but  not  as  to  the 

*  other.     Charlotta  is,  indeed,  the  fe- 

*  minine  of  Charles;  but,  in  our  lan- 

*  guage,the  feminineof  William  would 

*  be  Willamina,   or  Willamana,  not 

*  Wilhelmina;  that  "  hel"  in  the  mid- 

*  die  (hews  it  is  not  of  Engli/h  cxtrac- 

*  tion.* 

Jenny  laughed  heartily  at  this  defi- 
nition, though  (lie  could  not  but  allow 
it  to  be  ju(t:  on  which  the  wife  laid, 
fomewhat  fullenly,  that  (he  did  not  care 
to  what  country  the  name  molt  proper- 
ly belonged,  if  it  were  even  the  Hot- 
tentots, provided  it  did  nor  favour  of 
Jacobitifm;  and  then  beginning  to  in- 
veigh afrefh  againft  herhulband's  prin- 
ciples, provoked  him  to  be  no  lei's  fe- 
tere  on  thofe  (he  profelfed. 

While  they  were  railing,  a  thought 
came  into  Jenny's  h«ad,  which  luckily 
put  an  end  to  this  ridiculous  contro- 
verfy,  and  was,  perhaps,  the  only  way 
that  could  have  done  it.     *  I  have  been 

*  confidering  on  this  matter,'  faid  (lie; 

*  not  that  I  pretend  to  decide  which  of 

*  you  is  in  the  right;  for,  as  the  thing 

*  appears  to  me,  you  are  both  equally 


*  in  the  wrong;  but  as  lam  to  be  god- 
'  mother  to  the  child,  and  it  is  the  very 
'   fiiiX  time  I  have  ever  taken  that  charge 

*  upon  me,  I  think  I  might  have  ex- 
'  pefled  the  complim.ent  of  giving  the 

*  name.' 

At  thefe  words  the  huiband  and  wife 
looked  on  each  other  with  a  good  deal 
of  confufion,  which  la(ted  for  fome  mi- 
nutes: after  which — '  Indeed,  Madam,' 
faid  he,  turning  to  Jenny,  •  ourunpo- 

*  litenefs  well  deferves  this  reprimand: 
but  it  is  not  yet  too  late,  I  hope,  to 
make  atonement;  the  honour  you  da 
us  claims,  at  leali,  the  retaliation  you 
mention.  Be  pleafed,  therefore,  to 
beftow  upon  the  child  what  name  you 
(hall  think  proper;  I  (liall  readily  ac- 
quiefce  to  whatfoeveryou  make  choice 
of,  even  though  it  (hould  be  Wil- 
helmina.'—' Nor  will  I  oppofe  Mifs 
JefTamy,'    rejoined   the   wife,    very 

gravely;  '  but  flatter  myfelf  (lie  will 
'  not  call  my  poor  baby  by  the  curfed 

*  name  of  Charlotte.'  She  faid  no  more, 
but  could  not  utter  thefe  few  words 
without  letting  fall  fome  tears  of  fplte, 
which  Jenny,  as  good-natured  as  (he 
was,  did  not  regard  with  much  com- 
paffion.     •  Since  then  you  confent  to 

leave  this  important  matter  to  my  de- 
cifion,'  anfwered  (he  with  a  fmile, 
you  may  depend  that  I  (hall  prefent 
my  little  god-daughter  at  the  font 
neither  by  the  name  of  Charlotte  nor 
Wilhelmina;  but,  in  compliment  to 
a  perfon  who  is  much  nearer  to  me 
than  any  Charles  or  William  in  the 
world,  I  lliall  call  it  Jemima.' — '  I 
underlland  yourreafon  for  that,  Ma- 
dam, perfedly  well,'  faid  the  wifej 
I  know  Mr.  JefTamy's  name  is  James; 
and  I  a(ruie  you,  that  I  have  lb  iiigh 
a  refpeft  for  that  gentleman  on  his 
own  account,  as  well  as  yours,  that 
I  (hall  be  proud  to  have  my  child  call- 
ed after  him.' — *  I  hold  up  both  my 

*  hands  in  token  of  approbation!'  cried 
the  hufband;  and  was  fo  well  pleafed 
with  the  choice  Jenny  had  made,  that 
hi-  would  doubtlefs  have  added  fome- 
thing  more,  if  he  had  not  been  prevent- 
ed by  the  fears  of  roufing  certain  ima- 
ginations in  his  wife's  head,  which  he 
was  glad  to  (ind  had  not  yet  entered 
there,  on  account  of  the  name  Jenny 
had  mentioned. 

Thus  was  this  mighty  controverfy 
at  laft  happily  adjufted  through  the  in- 
terpofition  of  Jenny,  to  the  entire  fa- 

tisfa^ion 
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tlsfaflion  of  one  of  the  parties  concern- 
ed, and  wit  hour  giving  the  other  the  lead 
caufe  to  think  herfelf  aggrie%'ed.  The 
next  day  having  before  been  agreed 
upon  foi-  the  performance  of  the  cere- 
mony, the  infant  was  made  a  chriftian 
by  that  name  which  the  fair  and  dif- 
creet  mediator  had  propofed.  Nothing 
happening  afterwards  of  confequence 
enough  to  trouble  the  reader  with  the 
repetition  of,  I  fhall  now  return  to  the 
thread  of  my  liiftory,  which  it  is  more 
than  pofTible  fome  may  condemn  me 
for  having  interrupted. 

CHAP.  xxr. 

IS  VERY  PROPER  TO  BE  READ  IN'  AN 
EASY-CHAIR,  EITHER  SOON  AF- 
TER DINNER,  OR  AT  NIGHT  JUST 
GOING   TO  REST. 

THOSE  people  who  are  juftly 
looked  upon  as  the  mod  fortu- 
nate, cannot  pafs  through  life  without 
having  their  anxieties  on  fome  fcore  or 
other;  frequent  rubs  in  the  way  to  onr 
defires,  difappointments  and  vexations 
of  various  kinds,  attend  the  whole  race 
of  man:  they  are  inherent  to  our  very 
fpecies,  and  none  can  be  faid  to  be  al- 
ways totally  exempt  from  them.  It  is 
a  certain  and  eftabliftied  maxim,  that 
asnoone  was  ever  focompleatly  wretch- 
ed as  not  to  have  fome  intervals  of  joy, 
fo  no  one  was  ever  io  happy  as  not  to 
have  fome  portion  of  bitter  mingled 
with  the  fweets  of  life.  Sir  Robert 
Howaid  thus  accounts  for  the  fluftuat- 
jng  (late  of  human  affairs. 

'  One  gains  by  uhat  another  is  bereft: 

*  The  frugal  deftinies  have  only  left 

*  A  common  bank  of'happinefs  below, 

*  Maintained,   like  nature,   by  an  ebb  and 

*  flow.' 

The  celebrated  Mr.  Dryden  alfo  ex- 
prefies  himfelf  on  the  fame  fubjefl  in 
this  manner. 

*  Good  after  III;  afcerpain,  deilght; 

*  Alternate,  like  the  fcenes  of  day  and  night.' 

And  another  author  of  a  more  mo- 
dern date,  though  no  lefs  worthy  of 
eftimation  than  either  of  the  former^ 
tells  us,  and  his  words  are  tru?. 


*  Eternal  changes  on  our  beings  wait, 

♦  Life's  certain  dow'r,  the  chequer-work  of 

*  fate.' 

But  though  misfortunes  are  comr 
mon  to  every  one,  yet  they  fall  li  hter 
or  heavier  according  to  the  difpofition 
of  the  perfon  they  lay  hold  on:  dull 
and  fluggilh  minds  are  apt  to  fink  be- 
neath the  weight  of  the  moft  trifling 
ill;  whereas  the  more  aftive  and  fpi- 
rited  not  only  bear  up  with  fortitude 
amidft  the  greateft,  but  alfo  feel  a  plea- 
fure  in  their  deliverance  from  them, 
which  they  had  never  known,  had  they 
been  ignorant  of  afflidion.  To  find 
ourfelves  triumphant  over  difRcultics, 
to  have  efcaped  fome  threatened  cala- 
mity, to  be  raifed  from  a  ftateof  mourn- 
ing into  one  of  joy  atjd  gladnefs,  en- 
hances our  fenfibility  of  happinefs,  and 
gives  us  a  double  relilh  in  the  pofifef- 
fion,  as  old  BrociBe,  in  one  of  his  co- 
medies, obferves— 

'  Pad:  woes  the  nrefent  bleflings  more  endear,' 

But  I  might  have  fpared  myfelf  the 
trouble  of  quoting  authors  to  prove  this 
truth,  which  is  in  the  experience  of  al- 
moft  every  one,  in  a  more  or  lefs  pro- 
portion: the  heroine  of  this  hiftory, 
however,  mufl  doubtlefs  be  fenfible  of 
it  in  a  much  higher  degree  than  many 
others,  as  fl)e  was  poffefled  of  a  greater 
fli3re  of  vivacity  and  fprightlinefs. 
The  apprehenfions,  the  terrors,  which 
this  amiable  young  ladv  had  lately  la- 
boured under  for  the  fafety  cf  Jemmy, 
being  now  entirely  diffipnted,  by  hear- 
ing from  all  hands  that  Eellpine  was 
perfeftly  recovered ;  the  fatisfaftion, 
the  tranfport,  that  fucceedcd  thofe 
anxieties,  was  fuch  as,  without  hav- 
ing fuffered  the  other,  Ihe  nevcr  would 
have  experienced.  Befides,  without 
this  accident  flie  might  pofTibly  never 
have  been  acquainted  with  the  true 
tendernefs  of  her  own  heart  for  him, 
nor  with  the  fincerily  of  his  alTeclioii 
for  her;  and  it  was  the  full  convi^iion 
of  both  thefe  which  could  alone  enable 
her  to  taife  the  douceiirs  of  love  and 
friendfnip  in  that  elevr.t'd  manner  flie 
now  did.  To  this,  thereiore,  though 
it  feemed  the  worlt  of  mifchiefs  when 
it  happened,  did  llie  owe  tiie  happinefs 
file  now  enjoyed;  and  tj  this  alio  was 
Jemmy  indebted  for  that  foft  commu- 
X  C  2,  nicati'.)n 
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nication  of  hearts,  which  the  volatile- 
refs  of  both  thfir  remprrs  had  before 
denied  rhem  the  blefiing  of  partaking. 
Her  heart,  however,  \A'a3  not  fo  much 
taksn  up  with  love  and  gladnels,  as  not 
to  affoid  f  me  rooai  for  commiferation 
to  the  niisfoitunes  (he  faw  otliers  fuf- 
fer.  Sophia  being  now  ready  to  de- 
part, came  to  take  her  la.'i  farewel;  and 
the  dejeflion  which  appeared  in  the 
voice  and  countenance  of  that  unhappy 
lady,  touched  her  very  deeply,   'Then 

*  you  are  refolved  to  leave  us,  my  dear 
•■  Sophia!'    faid    flie,    embracing   her. 

*  It  svas  my  fixed  determination  when 

*  laft  I  faw  you,"  anfwered  the  otiier 
iigliingj  '  but  if  it  had  not  been  fo,  I 
'  have  met  with  enough  to  convince 

*  me  I   had   no  other  part  to  take.' — 

*  Can  any  new  infults  have  been  of- 

*  fereii  to  you?'  der^ianJed  Jenny  hafti- 
ly.     *   None,'    replied    (he,  ♦  that  can 

exceed  the  bafenefs  of  thofe  I  had  be- 
fore received  from  that  moft  confuin- 
mate  of  all  villains,  Willmore;  and 
this  laft  only  feives  to  prove  he  is  in- 
corrigibly. 

*  Happening  to  have  fome  bufinef^ 

*  the  other  day  to  crofs  the  Park,'  con- 
tinued {he,  '  I   met   Willmore  in   the 

narrow  pufTage  leading  from  thence 
to  Spring  Garden.  Hthadtwoper- 
fons  with  him,  who,  I  luppofe,  by 
their  habits,  were  officers  in  the 
army.  They  were  all  three  arm  in 
arm,  and  took  up  fo  much  of  the 
way,  that  it  was  impoffible  for  me 
to  pals  by  them  without  brulhing. 
Wilimoie  was  next  to  me;  and  I 
could   .',ot,   though  I  confefs  it  was 

*  iiulifcreet,  omit  this  opp-  rtuiiity  uf 

*  aflcnghim,  how  he  had  thea/l'iirartce 

*  todeny thedebtheowed  me.  "Child, 
*'  clo  not  expole  yourfelf:  I  wonder 
*'  your  friends  let  you  go  loofe  i>i  this 
*'  manner,"  cried  lie;  and  without  ftay- 

*  ing  to  hear  what  farther  I  would  fay, 

*  went  on.     Juft  as  they  had  pjffed  by 

*  me,  I  heard  one  of  thofe  that  were 

*  with  nirn  fay — "  Who  is  fhe?"— 
*'  A  poor  diftrafled  creature,  that  fol- 
*'  lows   me  about,  '  replied  the  mon- 

*  fter;  on  which  they  all  fet  up  a  horfe- 

*  laugh. 

*  I  was  frighted  almoft  to  death  left 
they  (hould  turn  brick,  and  alfo  of 
being  ill-ufed  by  the  populace,  as  I 
perceived  I'cveral  people,  hearinpr  what 
they  had  faid,  ftood  Itill  to  ilare  at 
ite:    I  plucked  my  hood  over  my 


*  face,  and  ran  as  faft  as  I  was  able, 

*  to  take  Iht-ltcr  in  a  (hop  at  the  corner 

*  of  the  place,  where  I  had  certainly 
'  fainted  away,  if  the  mafter  of  it,  fee- 

*  ing  the  condition  I  was  in,  had  not 
'  brought  me  a  glafs  of  water.     Judge 

*  now,  my  deir  fvlifs  JcfTamy,'  adder! 
(he,  '  if  to  remain  in  a  place  where  I 

*  muft  expe6\  to  be  made  the  publick. 
'  ridicule,  would  not  be  a  folly  in  me, 
'  even  greater  than  that  which  has  fub- 

*  jeeted  me  to  hV 

'  I  have  already  teftified,'  replied 
Jenny,  '  how  much  I  approved  your 
'  rel'olufion  of  retiring,  at  leaft  for  a 

*  time :  but  I  would  wifh  to  fee  you  do 

*  fo  without  pain;  I  would  not  have 
'  you  ftay,  but  would  have  you  carry 
f  no  fad  ideas  with  you;  and  when  yoa 

*  quit  the  fcene  of  your  misfortunes, 
'  quit  the  remembrance  of  them  alfo.' 

Tears  were  the  only  anfwer  which 
thedifconfolate  Sophia  was  able  to  make 
for  fome  time  to  this  kind  advice;  but, 
recovering  herfelf  as  foon  as  polfibie— 
'  Ah,  my  dearMifsJeffamy  r  f3id(he, 

*  a  heart  (b  perfeftly  at  eafe  a?  yours, 
'  is  little  able  to  comprehend  the  hor- 

*  rors  mine  mult  feel,  thus  doubly  op- 

*  prelTed   with    ihame  and   unavailing 

*  rage.'  The  good-natured  Jenny  thcij 
remonftrated  to  her,  that  as  (lie  had  been 
guilty  of  no  crime,  (he  had  no  caufe  to 
take  any  (liame  to  herfelf.  '  You  have 
'  been  cruelly  impofed  upon  indeed,' 
faid  (lie;  '  but  if  you  have  believed  too 
'  much,  it  was  the  fincerity  of  your 
'  own  heart  that  would  not  fuifer  yoa 

*  to  fufpeft  another's  coijld  be  bafe: 

*  and  as  for  the  lofs  of  fo  coniiderable 
'  a  part  of  your  fortune  by  the  injuftics 

*  of  Willmore,  that  misfortune  will 
'  feem  lefs  to  you  when  compared  with 

*  what  worfe  evils  you  might  have  fu- 

*  ftained,  if  marriage  had  beftowed  the 

*  whole  of  what  you  are  miftrefs  of,  as 

*  well  as  your  peribn,  on  a  man  of  fuch 
'  abandoned  principles.' 

The  fair  nfflifted  acknowledged  the 
jultice  of  thefe  arguments,  particularly 
the  laft;  and  confelfed,  thar,  to  a  vir- 
tuous woman,  the  lowelf  and  mod  ab- 
]e£i  ft  .tion  in  lile  was  infinitely  prefe- 
rable to  being  the  wife  of  a  man  who 
had  neither  honour  noi  humanity.  In 
difcouries  of  this  nature  did  thefe  two 
ladies  pafs  moft  of  the  time  they  were 
together.  6n  parting,  Jenny  obliged 
the  other  fo  accept  of  a  (mall  -diamond 
ring,  in  token  of  her  friendlhip;  con- 
jured 
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j'iirfd  her  to  write  often  to  her;  and  af- 
fiired  her,  that  there  vv«re  very  few 
things  which  c  ^uld  afford  her  more  real 
fatisfaftion  than  to  hear  that  her  tran- 
quillity was  perfe6lly  reftored.  The 
laft  embrace  was  accompanied  with 
tears  on  both  fides ;  and  Jenny,  after 
being  left  alone,  couid  not  reftrain  her 
eyes  from  letting  fall  a  fccond  ihower. 

*  Poor  Sophia  ''  cried  (lie,  '  what  cruel 

*  ftar  prefuled  at  ihy  nativity,  and  fiib- 

*  jefled  thee  to  fuch  dreadful  and  un  Je- 

*  ferved  misfortunes !' 

But  afterwards,  on  beginning  to  re- 
fleft  more  deeply  on  the  fource  of  that 
lady's  unhappinefs — '  Yet  how  unjuft 

*  and  fiUy  is  it  in  us,'  faid  (he,  « to  lay 

*  the  blameof  ourmifdeedson  dcftiny  ? 
^  It  is  our  own  ailions  make  our  fate; 

*  elfe  to  what  end  is  reafon  given  us  ? 

*  wherefore  are  we   endued  with  the 
^  power  of    thinking,   of  judging,  of 

*  comparing,  but  to  defend  our  hearts 
'  from    any    dangerous    impre(rions  ? 

*  Fate,  fortune,' continued  (he,  'their- 

*  refillible  decrees  of  over-ruling  pow- 

*  crs,  to  which  people  impute  v.-hat- 

*  ever  calamities  they  fuffer,  are  only 

*  mentioned    to    excufe    the   inadver- 
'  tencies  they  have  been  guilty  of;  fo 

*  ftriclly  true  is    the  inimitable  Cow- 

*  ley's  obfervation  on  this  head: 

*'  "lis  ovr  own  wifdom  moulds  our  (late; 
•«  Our  fauhi  or  virtues  make  our  fate." 

Thus  julily  did  the  confiderate  Jenny 
reafon  within  herfcif  on  the  condition 
of  Sophia;  though  (he  had  always  pre- 
ferved  a  very  great  frier.dfnip  for  that 
lady,  and  fincerely  commiferated  her 
prefcnt  misfortunes,  yet  (lie  could  not 
abfolve  from  blame  the  conduiSl  which 
had  reduced  her  to  them;  for  a  young 
woman,  who  wanted  not  underftand- 
ing,  to  reiign  her  heart,  truft  her  for- 
tune, and  afterwards  her  perlbn,  in  the 
hands  of  a  man  whorn  (he  had  known 
but  a  (hort  fpace  of  time,  and  whufe 
charafter  and  principles  (he  was  utterly 
unacqininted  with,  feemed  to  her  an 
inciifcretion  no  lels  inexcufable  than  it 
was  ftrange. 

'  I  do  not  like  that  fort  of  love,'  faid 
flje,  '  which  comes  at  once  upon  us, 
'  and  is  infpired  merely  by  exterior 
>  perfeccions.  Beauty  may  attradl  the 
*  eve;  but,  in  my  opinion,  is  notfuf- 
f  ficjentto  engage  the  heart;  thp  face 


'  is  not  always  the  index  of  the  mind; 

'  thoCe  qualifications  which  alone  me- 
'  rit  our  affeflions,  are  not  piefently  t» 

*  be  difcoverel;  and  I  am  amazed  how 

*  any  womsn  can  refolve  to  ^ive  up  her 

*  liberty  to  a  man,  without  being  able 
'  to  aliedge  fomething  faither  in  jufti- 

*  fication  of  her  choice  than  his  having 
<  an  agreeable  perfon.'  Thefe  were 
the  dictates  of  her  feverer  reafon;  but 
they  were  foon  oveipowered  by  the 
more  prevailing  foftnefs  of  her  nature, 
and  (VvalloweJ  i;p  amidft  a  flood  of  joy. 

*  Yet,  why  do  I  think  this  way  1'  cried 
(lie  again;  •  the  ci re um (lances  of  my 

*  fortune  have  rendered   me  no  coin- 

*  petent  judge  of  the  pafFion  I  pretenJ 
'  to  condemn.     Much  certainly  may 

*  be  faid  in  defence  of  poor  Sophia  : 
'  her  heart  was  tender,  unprepoflefled, 
'  and  ready  to  receive  the  firft  impref- 

*  fion.     Slie  had  converfed  little  with 

*  the  world,  was  entirely  ignorant  of 
'  the  artifices  wiiich  the  villainous  part 
'  of  mankind  are  capable  of  putting  in 

*  praSice  to  deceive  our  (ex,  and   had 

*  no  friend  to  advife  or  warn  her  againft 

*  the  danger:   I  (hould   therefore,   per- 

*  haps,  be  no  lefs  inexcufable  in  cen- 

*  luring  this  unhappy  creature,  than 
'  (he  is  in  having  vieided  to  that   fatal 

*  impulfe,  by  which  fo  many,  and  fome 
'  too  of  the  heft  underiianding,  have 
'  been  feduced.' 

She  was  in  the  depth  of  thefe  medi- 
tations, when  a  fervant  from  Lady 
Wingman  came  to  acquaint  her,  that 
her  company  was  immediately  defired 
at  her  houie;  ar,d  alfo  that  h-r  laJy- 
fhip  infitted  thjt,  putting  off  ail  other 
engagements,  (he  would  reiclve  to  pal* 
the  whole  evening  with  her.  J-^nny 
difmi(fed  the  fellow  with  her  compli- 
ments, and  sn  affarance  ihatfhe  v/ould 
accept  the  invitation  her  iadyOiip  fa- 
voured her  with,  as  foon  as  (he  couid 
get  herl'elf  ready,  (he  being  then  in  an 
entire  di(habil!e,  not  having  intended 
to  go  abrond  that  day.  Accordingly 
(he  called  her  maid  that  moment  to  her 
a(n(tance,  and  as  (lie  never  wafted  much 
time  in  dref.ing,  was  foon  equipped 
for  the  performance  of  liei  promife;  but 
remembering  it  was  poll  uuy,  would 
not,  en  any  confideration,  omit  an- 
fwering  her  dear  Jcminy's  letter;  there- 
fore fat  down  and  wrots  to  him  in  the 
following  terir.s. 

«  TO 


2c6 


JEMMY    AND    JENNY    JESSAMY. 


*  TO  JAMES  JESSAMV,  ES<>^ 

'mtdearjemmy, 
*   T   Alwavs  receive  every  thing  that 

-*■  •  comes  from  you  with  an  in:x- 
«  prefTible  fatisfaclion ;    but  your  laft 

*  afforded  me  a  more  than  double  jior- 
<  tion,  as  ths  ftrain  in  which  you  write 
«  ifTures  me,  that  the  air  of  Paris  has 

*  already  begun  to  diifipate  fome  part 
«  of  thofe  melancholy  ideas  you  carried 
«  with  you,  which  I  (hall  love  it  for  as 

*  long  as  I  live. 

'  I  flatter  myfelf  that,  by  the  time 

*  this  reaches  your  hand,  you  will  have 
«  vrlited  fomeof  ihofs  fine  places  which 
«  are  fo  much  talked  of  here,  and  ex- 

*  peft  you  will  give  me  a  fliort  Iketch 

*  of  every  thing  you  fee,  in  order  to 

*  prepare  my  attention  for  a  more  par- 

*  ticular  defcviption  of  it  hereafter  :   in 

<  the  mean  time,  I  fliall   bottle  up  all 

*  the  occurrences  that  fhall  happen  to 

*  fall  in  my  way,  to  entertain  you  with 

*  on  your  return. 

*  I  have  nothing  worth  your  notice 

*  at  prefent  to  acquaint  you  with,  ex- 
«  ceptthat  I  am  happy  in  the  frequent 
«  viiits  of  your  two  very  fincere  friends 

*  Mr.  Ellwood  and  Mr.  Morgan.     I 

*  need  not  tell  you,  when  either  of  them 

<  are  with  me,  on  what  the  converfa- 

*  tion  chiefly  turns.    They  eafily  per- 

*  ceive  they  can  talk  on  no  fubje6l  fo 

*  pleafing  to  me  as  yourfelf ;  and  I  am 

*  pcrfeftly    well    convinced,    by    the 

*  warmth  with   which  they   fpeak,  of 

*  you,  that  it  is  not  altogether  owing 

*  to  their  complaifance  to  me,  but,  in  a 
«  great  meafure,  to  gratify  their  own 

*  inclinations,  that  your  name  and  vir- 

*  tues  are  fo  often  mentioned. 

*  Lady  Wingman  has  now  juft  fent 

*  for  me  in  very  great  hafte;  I  know 

*  not,  as  yet,  on  what  occafion  5  but 
«  would  not  difoblige  her  ladyfhip  by 

*  being  too  tardy  in  complying  with 
f  her  requeft  j  fo  mult  bid  you  adieu  for 
f  this  time.  Be  affured  I  am,  and  ever 
«  fnall  be,  with  the  finccrcft,  tendered 
<  affe£\ion,  mv  dear  Jemmy,  as  much  as 

*  you  can  wifh  or  expeft,  yours, 

'  J.  Jessamy. 

«  P.  S.  The  accounts  I  have  con- 

*  cerning   Bellpine  are  very    fa- 

*  vourable  ;  but  let  not  this  intel- 

♦  ligence  haften  yo-ir  return  one 

•  moment   fooner   than    you    are 

•  quite  v/earv  of  the  place  you  are 
»  in.* 


She  had  but  joft  fcaled  up  this,  anJ 
ordered  her  fervant  to  carry  it  to  the 
poll,  when  a  fecond  nielfage  from  Lady 
Wingman  arrived,  and  prefented  her 
with  "a  little  billet  from  Lord  Huntley, 
folded  in  the  (hape  of  a  true  lover's 
knot  5  and  contained  thefe  lines. 

*  TO  MISS   JESSAMY. 

'     MADAM, 

'  (~^  OME,  charmer,  come;  but  leave 

^-^        '  your  cares  behind; 
'  To  your  friends  happinefs  be  all  re- 
'  fign'd  : 

*  Hafte  to  congratulate  rewarded  love  ; 
'  A  blifs  you'tl  one  day  give,  and  Jem- 

*  my  prove; 

*  In  the  faine  manner  as  does.  Ma- 

*  dam,  your  moft  obedient  fervant,  the 
'  tranfported 

«   HuNTtEY.' 


Jenny  eafily  found,  by  this  rhapfody, 
that  his  lordihip's  marriage  with  Mifs 
Wingman  was  agreed  upon,  if  not  al- 
ready celebrated  ;  and ,  as  flie  had  a  very 
great  ^e^p€(Sl  both  for  the  one  and  the 
other  of  them,  bid  her  chairmen  make 
all  the  halte  they  could  to  carry  lier  to 
the  fcene  of  joy. 


CHAP.     xxir. 

CONTAINS,  AMONG  SUNDRY  INTE- 
RESTING AND  ENTERTAINING 
PARTICULARS,  A  CERTAIN  PRO- 
POSAL, AGREEMENT,  AND  RESO- 
LUTION, SUDDEN,  UNEXPECTED, 
HIGHLY  IMPORTANT  TO  ONE  OF 
THE  PARTIES  CONCERNED,  AND 
NO  LESS  PLEASING  TO  THE  O- 
THER. 

JENNY,  being  (hewed  up  into  La- 
dy Wingman's  great  drawing- 
room,  found  Lady  Speck,  Mifs  Speck, 
Mifs  Wingman,  Lord  Huntley,  Mr. 
Lovegrove,  and  Sir  Thomas  Welby, 
with  "her  ladyfhip  :  the  higheft  gaiety 
appearedln  all  their  countenances,  ex- 
cept in  thole  of  Mils  Wingman  and 
Mr.  Lovegrove,  who  both  looked  ex- 
tremely ferious,  though  for  very  diffe- 
rent reafons. 

This  had,  indeed,  been  a  pretty  ex- 
traordinary dny.  Lady  Wingman  hav- 
ing confented  to  give  her  daughter  to 
Lord  Huntley}  and  Sir  Thomas  Welby 

highly 
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highly  approving  that  union  between 
them,  the  marriage-articles  were  that 
motning  (igned  ;  and  it  was  either  that 
the  intended  bride  thought  it  became 
her  to  look  grave  on  this  occaiion,  or 
that  the  thoughts  of  being  fo  near  en- 
tering into  a  new  fcene  of  life,  made 
her  really  Co,  which  caufed  an  unufual 
fedatenefs  in  her  behaviour.  As  to 
Mr.  Lovegrove,  the  encouragement  he 
had  lately  received  from  Lady  Speck, 
and  the  knowltdge  that  fhe  had  dif- 
carded  all  her  lovers,  except  himlclf, 
had  given  him  courage  that  day  to 
prefs  her  in  more  ftrong  terms  than  ever 
he  had  done  before,  fur  the  completion 
of  his  wi(fies5  at  which  (he  had  leemed 
very  much  offended  ;  and  told  him, 
that  the  man  wiio  had  not  love  and  pa- 
tience enough  to  wait  till  flie  difcovered 
an  inclination  to  change  her  condition, 
fliouid  find  that  (he  never  would  do  fo 
in  his  favour. 

This  cruel  rebuff  from  a  miftrefs  he 
had  courted  for  fo  long  a  time,  did  not, 
however,  hinder  him  from  wailing  on 
her  to  Lady  Wingman's,  having  be- 
fore received  an  invitation  from  her 
ladyfhip  to  come  there  ;  but  it  call,  not- 
withftanding,  luch  a  dcjtiStion  on  his 
fpirits  as  was  not  in  his  power  to  con- 
ceal, though  he  attempted  it  as  much 
as  poflible.  But  Jenny  had  not  pre- 
fentlv  an  opportunity  to  cbferve  this 
change  in  him,  or  to  make  her  compli- 
ments to  any  of  the  company:  the  had 
fcarce  returned  the  firft  falutation  of 
Lady  Wingman,  before  Lord  Huntley, 
catching  fait  hold  of  both  her  hands — 
DearMifs  Jeflamy,'  cried  he,  '  you 
were  fo  good  to  twke  part  in  my  dif- 
trelfes  at  Bath,  and,  I  flatter  mylelf, 
will  no  lefs  do  I'o  in  the  afl'urances  I 
now  have  of  being  fhorily  the  hap- 
pieft  man  in  the  world,' 

♦  Shortly,  my  lord!'  replied  fhe  • 
you  furprize  me  !  I  imagined,  by  the 
billet  I  jud  now  received,  that  the 
ceremony  was  over,  and  that  your 
lordfhip  was  already  a  bridegroom  !' 
On  this,  Sir  Thomas  VVelby  took  up 
the  word — '  No,  Madam,'  faid  he,  *  I 
•  have  not  yet  given  up  my  fair  charge; 
but  have  promifed  to  put  her  entirely 
into  his  lord(hip's  poffelfion  on  Tuef- 
day  next,  accordingto  the  inftitution, 
till  death  do  them  part ;  and  it  was 
to  engage  you  to  be  witnefs  of  this 
form  that  your  company  was  de- 
«  fired.'—*  That  is  not  all,  Sir  Tho. 


<  mas,'  cried  Lady  Speck  :  '  we  have 

*  fomething   more  than  being  prefent 

*  at  the  wedding  to  require  of  Mifs 

*  Jcffamy.'  — «  Yes,'  rejoined  Mifs 
Wingman  ;   '  fomething  that,  I  fancy, 

*  will  be  much  more  agreeable  to  her- 

*  fcif." — '  There  is  hardly  a  polTibility,' 
anfwered  Jennv,  *  for  either  of  you  to 
'  require  any  thing  of  me  that  will  not 

*  be  agreeable  ;   but  I  am  very  much  at 

*  a  lols  to  guefs  what  can  be  more  fo 

*  than  to  behold  an  union   which  af- 

*  fords   fo   fair  a   profpe6t  of  lafting 

*  happinefs  to  perfons  for  whcjm  I  have 
'  thegreateft  honourandefteem.'  Lord 
Kuntley  was  juft  opening  his  mouth  to 
make  fome  return  to  this  compliment  j 
but  was  prevented  by  Lady  Speck, who 
cried  out — '  You  muft  know,  Mifs  Jef- 

*  famy,  that  we  have  all  taken  it  into 
'  our  heads  to  go  to  Paris  ;  and  are  re- 

*  folved  to  have  you  with  us.' 

*  To  Paris,  Madam!'  demanded 
Jenny,  ftrangely  amazed  :   '  Pray,  what 

*  does  your  ladyship  mean?'  — '  We 
'  all  mean  alike,'  faid  Mifs  Wingman, 
fmiling;  •  and  are  determined  to  takt 
'  no  denial:   you  needs  muft  go  with 

*  us,  and  fetch  home  Mr.  Jeffamy.' 
All  the  prefence  of  mind  Jenny  was 

ufuaily  milirefs  of,  could  not  now  en- 
able iier  to  recover  herfelf  enough  from 
the  altonilhment  (he  was  in  to  defire  an 
explanation  of  all  this ;  nor  even  to  afk. 
whether  what  they  had  faid  to  her  was 
meant  in  earneft  or  in  jeCf.  The  ladies 
laughed  heartily;  but  Lord  Huntley, 
pitying  her  confufion,  took  upon  him- 
felf  to  untold  the  mvltery. 

Retold  herth:uhis  dear  Mifs  Win^- 
man,  having  an  utter  averfion  to  ihoi'e 
formal  vifits  of  congratulation  always 
made  to  perfons  of  condition  on  theit 
marriage,  and  believi-ig  fhe  fliould  be 
no  lefs  troubled  with  them  in  the  coun- 
try than  in  town,  had  teftified  a  defiie 
of  going  to  Fiance  ;  that  Lady  Speck, 
approving  of  the  motion,  had  promifed 
to  accompany  them  ;  and,  in  tine,  that 
it  was  agreed  among  them  to  fet  out  for 
Dover,  in  order  to  embark  for  Calais, 
immediately  after  the  ceremony  was 
performed.  Lady  Wingman  confirmed 
what  Lord  Huntley  had  faid;  and 
added,  that,  as  her  daughters  earneftly 
defired  Mifs  Jeflamy  would  accomp.iny 
them,  (lie  joined  her  entreaties  they 
might  not  be  iciufed  this  fatisfa£lion. 

That  flutter  which  had  feized  on 
Jenny's  heart  at  the  firft  ir.ention  of 

this 
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this  tour  to  Paris  was  not  quite  gone 
off,  yet  (he  anfwered  with  her  accuf- 
tomtd  fpiightlinefs,  that,  fince  the 
ladies  did  her  the  honour  to  invite  her, 
/he  ftiould  not  be  lb  much  an  enemy  to 
herfelf,  as  to  refufe  malting  one  in  fo 
agreeable  a  purty. 

Then  turning  to  Mr.  Lovegrove, 
who  had  not  fpoke  all  this  while — '  I 

*  fuppofe.  Sir,'  faid  fhe,    '  you  are  to 

*  be  one  of  the  company?'  — «  Yes, 

*  Madam,'  replied  he,  carting  at  the 
fame  time  a  kind  of  reproachful  look: 
on  Lady  Speck  ;    '  Lord  Huntley  and 

*  Mifs  Wingman  have  been  fo  good  to 

*  infill  on  my  being  fo  ;    and  1  fliould 

*  obey  theircommands  with  an  infinity 

*  of  pleafure,  if  I  could  flatter  myfelf 

*  that  my  prefence  was  no  lefs  accepta- 

*  ble  to  every  one  that  goes.' 

*  I  underftand  you,  Sir,'  cried  Lady 
Speck;  '  and  fo,  I  believe,  do  all  here: 

*  this  is  becaufe  1  did  not  alk  you  to 

*  go.     Indeed,  I  thought  the  know- 

*  ledge  I  went  was  fufficient  to  engage 

*  you,  by  whomfoever  the  inviiation 

*  was  given.'  —  '  You  thought  right, 

*  Madam,'  returned  he  ;  '  yet  I  fhoiild 

*  have  been  glad  to  have  attended  you 

*  by  your  own  permifiion.' 

*  Well,  well,'  faid  Ihe,    '  fince  you 

*  are  fo  particular,  and  oblige  me  to  be 

*  fo  too,  I  will  give  you  your  humour 

*  for  once;  and  tell  you  that,  v.'ithont 

*  you,  I  lliould  lofe  half  the  fatisfac- 

*  tion  I  propofe  to  myfelf  in  this  ex- 

*  curfion.' 

'  This  is  an  afl*urance.  Madam,'  an- 
fwered he,  in  a  tranfported  accent,  '  as 

*  much  beyond  my  expectations  as  my 

*  power  of  ever  delerving  it,  and  de- 

*  mands  all   the  acknowledgments  of 

*  my  future  life.' — '  I  expefl  no  more,' 
r«turned  (lie,  with  a  fmile,  *  than  that 

*  you  will  not  prefume  too  far  upon 

*  it.' 

Had  they  been  alone,  he  doubtlefs 
would  have  thrown  himfclf  at  her  feet, 
and  faid  a  thoufand  fine  things  to  her 
on  the  occafion  ;  but  the  prefence  of  fo 
many  witnelfes  obliged  him  to  defer  his 
raptures  till  a  more  convenient  ojipor- 
tunity  allowed  him  to  indulge  them. 
To  prevent  him,  however,  from  faying 
any  thing  more  than  flie  wiflied  him  to 
do  at  that  time,  (he  went  on — '  I  fancy,' 
cried  (he,  '  that  to  fee  the  behaviour  of 

*  Mr.  Jeflamy  on  fo  unexpeiled  a  meet- 

*  ing  with   his  miftrefs,  will  afford  a 

*  good  deal  of  pleafantry  to  us  all,' 


*  I  had  the  honour.  Madam,'  faid 
Lord  Huntley,  <  to  have  jull  the  fame 
'  thought  with  your  ladyfliip  :  it  mull 

*  needs  be  an  admirable  fcene,  if  we 

*  can  prevail  with  Mifs  Jeffamy  not  to 
'  apprize  her  lover  of  her  coming.' 
Jenny,  who  was  willing  to  give  her 
friends  this  fatisfa6lion,  »nd,  befidcs, 
was  herfelf  extremely  delighted  with  the 
conceit,  laughed  heartily,  and  protelled 
(he  would  obferve  as  much  lecrefy  in 
this  point  as  his  lordfliip  could  defire. 

After  this,  they  fell  into  fome  dif- 
courfe  concerning  their  intended  jour- 
ney ;  in  what  manner  they  fliouid  fet 
out;  what  route  they  were  to  take  ;  by 
what  number  of  fervants  it  would  be 
neceiTury  they  (hould  be  attended;  and 
fuchlike  particulars;  which  having 
fettled,  fo  as  to  be  molt  for  the  eafe  and 
convenience  of  the  ladies.  Lord  Hunt- 
ley, who  knew  Paris  perfe(5tly  well, 
farther  added,  that  it  would  be  highly 
proper  a  large  hotel  Ihould  be  hired  for 
their  reception  on  tlieir  arrival  j  and 
that,  as  Sir  Robert  Manley  was  luckily 
there,  he  would  write  to  him,  and  beg 
that  favour  of  him. 

This  propofal  feemed  too  commodi- 
ous to  be  rejected  ;  only  Lady  Speck 
faid  that  (he  feared  it  would  deilroy 
their  defign  of  furprizingMr.  Jeffamy; 
for  as  Jenny  had  told  him  of  the  inti- 
macy that  was  now  grown  between  hitn 
and  Sir  Robert,  it  could  fcarce  be 
doubted  but  that  the  latter  would  in- 
form his  new  friend  what  company  he 
might  foon  expeft  to  fee.      '  Not,  if  I 

*  requeft  him  to  the  contrary,  Madam,' 
replied  Lord  Huntley;  '  which  I  fliall 
'  do  in  the  Itrongelt  terms  I  am  able, 
'  as  you  fliall  all  be  witnefs  of,'  con- 
tinued he,  •  if  Lady  Wingman  will  fa- 

*  vour  me  with  her  ftandiiTi,  and  for- 
'  give  the  liberty  I  take  of  writing  in 

*  her  prefence.'  Hehad  no  foonerfpoke 
than  Mifs  Wingman  ran  herfelf  int-o 
the  next  room,  and  fetcl)ed  all  the  ne- 
ceffary  utenfiis  wanting  for  him  to  do 
as  he  had  faid;  and  he  then  fat  down 
to  a  fide-table,  and  wrote  in  the  follow- 


<    TO    SIR.  ROBERT   MANLEY. 
*   DEAR    SIR    ROBERT, 

'  vyHAT  fo  much  teftifies  the  ex- 
'^    *  eels  of  any  paffion  as  the  being 

*  unable  to  exprefs  it  ?   It  is  utterly  im- 

*  poflible  for  me  to  defence  the  prefent 

*  tranfport 
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r  tranfport  of  my  foul ;   but  you  will 
.<  ealily  conceive  it,  wlien  I  tell  you  that 

*  my  fo  long  adored  Mifs  Wingman 

*  has  at  laft  confented  to  be  mine. 

•  Next  TueUlay  is  fixed  upon  to  make 
'  me  the  happieft  of  mankind;  and  it 
«  is  alfoagrted  upon,  that,  for  the  fake 

*  of  avoiding   thofe   troublefome   for- 

*  m-ilities  ufiial  on  fuch  occafions,  we 

*  (hall  that  fame  day  fet  out  on  our 

*  way  to  France;  where,  it  is  no  com- 
'  plimentto  affureyou,  my  felicity  will 

*  receive  no  inconfiderable  addition  by 

*  your  being  a  witnefs  of  it. 

'  We  (hall   come  to  Paris  accom- 

*  panied  by  Lady  Speck,   Mr.  Love- 

*  grove,  and  a  third  perfon,  whofe  name 
I  am  not  at  liberty  to  mention  ;  but, 
if  you  chance  to  guefs  at  it,  muft  in- 
fift  upon  your  not  acquainting  Mr. 
JelTamy  with  any  part  of  your  con- 
jeftures  on  that  head  ;  and,  upon  fe- 
cond  thoughts,  it  will  be  (till  better, 
if,  to  prevent  all  fufpicion  in  him, 
you  keep  him  in  an  entire  ignorance 

*  that  any  of  us  are  expefted. 

«  You  will,  perhaps,  laugh  at  this 
«  injun6lion  ;  but  I  make  it  at  the  re- 

*  queft  of  the  ladies,  whofe  deiires,   I 

*  know,  you  always  take  a  plcafure  in 
«  complying  with.  I  write  this  in  their 
«  prefence:  they  all  fend  their  compli- 
«  ments;  and,  as  well  as  Mr.  Love- 

*  grove,   join  with  me  in  entreating  a 

*  favour   of  a    more   ferious    nature; 

*  which  is,  that  you  w/ill  be  io  good  as 

*  to  employ  fome  perfon  who  knows 
■*  the  town,  to  hire  a  handfome  iiotel, 

*  with  all  other  proper  accommodations 
«  for  us  agalnlt  our  arrival,  that  the 
'  fair  travellers  may  ineet  with  no  more 

*  embai  raffments  at  the  end  of  the  jour- 

*  ney  than  they  would  do  in  (tepping 

*  into  their  own  country-feat. 

*  I  (hall  not  pretend  to  direft  your 

*  choice  in   the  (ituation  of  a  place;  I 

*  am  convinced  you  will  fix  on  inch  a 

*  one  as  you  fhall  find  moll  agreeable  : 

*  neither  v^ill  I  attempt  any  apology 

*  for  the  trouble  I  give  you.     I  am  too 

*  well  acquainted  with  your  heart  to 

*  think  I   ftand  in  need  of  any;  and 

*  hope  you  are  enough  fo  with  mine  to 

*  alTure  yourfelf  that  I  am,  with  the 

*  greateft  friendfhip  and  efteem,  dear 

*  Sir  Robert,  your  moft  obedient  and 

*  moft  humble  fervant, 

*  Huntley. 

*  P.  S.  I  beg  leave  to  recommend  as 
*  much  expedition  in  this  affair  a» 


*  po(rible;  for,  though  we  propofe 

*  travelling  at  our  eafe,  we  (hall 

*  certainly,  barring  accidents,  be 
'  with  you  in  twelve  days  at  far- 

*  theft  from  the  date  hereof.* 

After  having  read  this  to  the  com- 
pany, and  received  their  approba- 
tion of  it,  he  fealed  it  up,  in  order  to 
have  it  carried  to  the  poft ;  but  Jenny, 
finding  they  (hould  not  reach  Paris  in 
lefs  than  twelve  days,  defired  that  er- 
rand might  be  deferred  for  a  few  mi- 
nutes. She  confidered  that,  before  the 
expiration  of  the  time  his  lord(hip  men- 
tioned. Jemmy  would  certainly  not 
only  write  to  her,  but  alfo  expefl  an 
anfwer  from  her;  and  thinking  herfclf 
under  an  obligation  to  prevent  him 
from  entertaining  any  uneafy  appre- 
hen  (ion  son  that  difappointment,  begged 
leave  to  take  up  the  pen  Lord  Huntley 
had  laid  down,  and  write  a  few  lines 
to  him.  'Ah,  Madam!'  cried  Lord 
Huntley,   *  how  aie  we  fare  you  will 

*  not  undo  all  I  have  been  doing,  and 

*  apprize  Mr.  JeiTamy  of  our  plot  upon 

*  him  ?' — '  No,  upon  my  honour,'  re- 
plied (he,  laughing  ;  '  but,  if  you  will 
'  not  take  my  word,  Mifs  Wingman 

*  and  Lady  Speck,  if  her  lady(hip  will 
«  gve  herfelf  that  trouble,  (liall  read 
'  what  I  write  to  him.'  She  faid  no 
more,  but  fat  down  to  the  table;  whence 
(he  returned  in  a  very  fmall  (pace  of 
time,  and,  according  to  her  promife, 
fubmitted  to  Mifs  Wingman's  perufal 
what  ihe  had  been  writing.  This  Httle 
epiltle  was  as  follows. 

'    TO  JAMES  JESSAMY,    ESq^ 
*    MY   PEAR    JEMMY, 

<  "^  O  U  will  wonder  at  receiving  two 
■*■  '  letters  from  me  by  one  polt ; 
but  I  cannot  futfer  that  any  pains  you 
take  on  my  account  (hould  be  thrown 
away.  I  have  engaged  myfelf  to  fee 
my  charming  friend  Mifs  Wingman 
give  her  hand  to  Lord  Huntley,  and 
alfo  to  accompany  the  happy  pair  in 
an  excurfion  they  propol'e  to  make 
immediately  after  their  marriage. 
According  to  the  manner  in  which 
they  have  regulated  the  route  we  are 
to  take,  it  will  be  ten  or  twelve  days 
before  we  ftay  at  any  one  place  fcarce 
longer  tlian  merely  for  neceffary  re- 
fre(hments;  fo  that  it  will  be  abfo- 
lutely  impolTible  for  me  to  give  you 
2  D  ' any 
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«  any  exaft  direftions  where  to  fend  to 

*  me  during  that  time. 

*  I  beg,  therefore,  that  you  will  not 

*  think  of  writing  till  you  hear  from 

*  me  again;  which,  you   may  be  cer- 

*  tain,   will  be  as  foon   as  I   fliall  find 

*  myfelf  in  a  fituation  to  hope  for  an 

*  anfwer  from  you:    till  when  content 

*  yourfelf  with    the    affiirance,    that, 

*  wherever  I  am,  I  fliall   always  be, 
«  with  the  greateft  tendernefs,  my  dear 

*  Jemmy,  your  moft  affectionate  and 

*  moft  faithful 

*  J.  JESSAMY.' 

Mifs  Wingman,  on  reading  this,  de- 
clared to  her  filter,  and  the  whole  com- 
pany, that  Jenny  had  betrayed  no  part 
of  their  defign  ;  but,  on  the  contrary, 
had  wrote  in  fuch  a  manner  as  would 
rather  prevent  than  raife  any  fufpicion 
in  Mr.  Jeff3my  of  the  truth  ;  and,  in 
fhort,  that  ftie  had  done  no  more  than 
what  love,  friendfliip,  politenefs,  and 
even  good- nature,  demanded  from  a 
perfon  in  her  circumftances. 

The  remainder  of  the  evening  was 
chiefly  taken  up  with  converfation  on 
their  intended  journey,  which  afforded 
an  ample  field  for  wit  and  pleafantry. 
They  feparated  not  till  it  was  very  late; 
and  even  Lady  Wingman  and  Sir  Tho- 
mas Welby  feemed  to  have  forgot  their 
age  and  gravity,  to  participate,  in  fome 
meafure,  in  ^the  good-humour  and 
fprighilinel's  of  thofe  who  were  fired 
with  more  gay  and  fanguine  expecta- 
tions. 


CHAP,    xxiir. 

CONTAINS,  AMONG  OTHER  PARTI- 
CULARS OF  LESS  MOMENT,  AN 
INCIDENT,  WHICH,  TO  EVERY 
READER  OF  A  DISTINGUISHING 
CAPACITY,  MUST  CERTAINLY 
APPEAR  AS  EXTRAORDIN-^iRV  AS 
JT  DID  TO  OUR  FAIR  HEROINE 
HERSELF,  OR,  INDEED,  ANY  O- 
THER  IN  THE  WHOLE   HISTORY. 

A  N  excefs  of  fatisfaClion  is  fome- 
Xi  times  as  great  an  enemy  to  repofe 
PS  un  excefs  of  grief:  lb  little  is  hu- 
man nature  able  to  fuftain  the  violence 
of  any  pnflion  !  Though  Jenny  went 
not  into  L^d  till  almoll  the  time  in 
V^hich  Jhe  ulually  role,  yet  could  fhe 
^i5t  fubmik  that  ihofe  pleafing  ideas  fhe 


was  now  pofTefTed  of  fhould  be  loft  i^ 
fleep  and  inaflivity  of  thought.  Never, 
indeed,  had  fhe  experienced  a  content- 
ment  more  fincere,  a  joy  more  perfeft, 
than  that  fhe  now  felt.  Scarce  could 
Lord  Huntley  long  with  greater  impa- 
tience for  the  day  which  was  to  put  him 
in  pofTeifion  of  his  wiflies  than  fhe  did 
for  the  arrival  of  it,  as  it  was  the  day 
on  which  fhe  was  to  fet  outon  fo  agree- 
able a  journey,  the  end  of  which  f>ro- 
mifed  her  fuch  an  infinity  of  pleafure, 
in  furpiizing  dear  Jemmy  with  her  un- 
expected prefence. 

It  is  certain  that  fo  agreeable  a  tour, 
taken  in  the  company  of  perfons  of  fuch 
high  rank  and  fortune,  and  who,  flie 
was  convinced,  had  a  perfeCt  friendfliip 
for  her  J  the  going  to  a  place  fo  famous 
for  it's  variety  of  amufements;  had 
fomething  in  it  extremely  ravifhing  to 
a  young  heart,  had  love  been  entirely 
out  of  the  queftion  :  yet,  it  is  no  lefs 
certain,  that  this  laft  was  the  prevail- 
ing motive,  the  verb  by  which  alJ 
defires  of  her  foul  were  governed,  and 
the  reft  no  more  than  mere  adjeCtivesj 
that  was  the  grand  ftrufture  her  ex- 
pectation formed,  the  others  no  more 
than  exterior  embellifhments.  Taffo, 
the  Italian  poet,  feems  to  have,  in  niv 
opinion,  a  very  juft  notion  of  this  paf- 
fion,  when  he  makes  Armida,  in  his 
celebrated  piece  of  Godfridus,  fay— 

'  Love,  the  great  aim  of  all  created  beings  ? 

•  The  fource  and   center  of  our  hopes  and 

'  fears  ! 

*  From  that  they  flow,    in  that  they  ter- 

*  minate.' 

I  know  not  whether,  in  my  tranlla- 
tlon  of  this  paffige,  I  have  done  the  ori  - 
ginal  all  the  julticeit  deferves;  but  how 
much  foever  I  may  have  wronged  that 
great  author  in  the  expreffion,  am  pretty 
certain  that  I  cannot  bemiftaken  in  his 
meaning.  I  believe,  however,  that  very 
few  of  my  readers,  efpecially  thofe  of 
the  fofter  fex,  will  ftand  in  need  of  any 
comment  on  the  piefent  dlfpofition  of 
Jenny's  heart;  their  own  will  fuffi- 
cientiy  inform  them  what  hers  niuft 
feel  in  the  pleafing  idea  of  rufhing  un- 
expectedly, undreamed  of,  unthought 
of,  upon  a  lover  fo  defervingly  be- 
loved ;  who,  fhe  knew,  languifhed  to 
behold  her,  and  whom  flie  languifhed 
to  behold.  But,  notwithftanding  all 
tke  pretty  images  fhe  pictured  in  her 

jnind, 
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mind,  on  account  of  this  meeting,  (he 
luffered  not  herfelf  to  be  fo  much  en- 
groffed  by  them  as  to  negle^l  the  fet- 
tling her  affairs  in  a  proper  manner  be- 
fore (he  went  away.  She  fent  for  Mr. 
Morgan  and  Mr.  Eilwood,  told  them 
(he  was  going  out  of  town  for  fome 
time,  but  without  acquainting  either 
of  them  to  what  place,  and  defired  that 
they  would  give,  during  her  abfence, 
fuch  dire6lions  to  Jemmy's  fteward  and 
hoiifekeeper  as  ihould  be  found  ne- 
celTary.  'She  had  alfo  fome  bufinefs  to 
difpatch  before  her  departure,  in  rela- 
tion to  remittances  and  accounts,  with 
thofe  gentlemen,  who  were  her  own 
truftees  ;  and  this,  with  fome  articles 
concerning  what  habits  and  ornaments 
fhe  fhould  carry  with  her,  was,  as  any 
one  may  fuppofe,  fufficient  employment 
for  the  (hort  fpace  of  time  between  her 
agreeing  to  go  on  this  journey  and  her 
taking  it. 

There  were  very  few  of  her  acquaint- 
ance of  whom  (he  took,  any  leave,  and 
none  to  whom  (he  imparted  the  route 
(he  was  about  to  purfue ;  telling  them 
only  that  (he  had  engaged  herfelf  to 
take  a  little  ramble  into  the  country 
with  Ludy  Speck  and  Mifs  Wingmanj 
though  the  fole  motive  (he  had  for  pre- 
ferving  fuch  fecrefy  in  this  point  was 
to  avoid  the  railleries  (he  mult  have  ex- 
pefted  to  be  treated  with,  in  cafe  they 
had  known  (he  was  going  to  the  place 
■which  Jemmy  had  made  choice  of  lor 
his  refuge. 

She  was  returned  to  her  apartment, 
after  having  paid  the  above-mentioned 
compliment  to  thofe  who,  by  their  age 
or  condition,  mo(t  exafted  it  from  her. 
Every  necelTary  preparation  for  her  jour- 
ney was  already  made,  and  it  was  the 
eve  of  that  important  day  on  which  (lie 
was  to  fet  out,  and  (he  had  nothing  now 
to  do  but  to  indulge  contemplations  on 
the  happy  confequence.  The  humour 
fhe  was  in  at  prefent  was  fo  ferene  and 
fweet,  that  one  would  have  thought 
there  was  fcarce  a  po(hbility  for  any 
thing  to  have  difcompofed  her;  yet  did 
the  compafs  of  a  very  few  minutes  ferve 
to  di(ripate  all  the  funny  chearfulnefs  of 
her  mind,  and  convert  the  late  calm  in- 
to a  fudden  tempeft  of  difdain  and  in- 
dignation. Her  footman  came  haftiiy 
into  the  room,  and  told  her,  that  a 
gentleman  in  a  chair  begged  leave  to 
^eak  with  her,  if  at  home  and  alone. 
«  Who  is  he  V  cried  <he.  '  Jis  did  not 
t  -  L 


'  fend  tjphis  name,'  replied  the  fellow; 

*  but  by  the  glimpfe  1  had  of  him  be- 

*  tween  the  curtains,  I  think  it  is  Mr. 
'  — — .'  Before  he  could  pronounce 
the  name,  Bellpine  ru(hed  in.  He  had 
jultly  doubted  of  admittance,  and,  re- 
Iblute  to  fee  her,  had  got  out  of  his 
chair,  and  followed  the  fervant  direflly 
up  ftairs,  Jenny  was  aftoni(hed,  and 
(tarted  at  the  fight  of  him ;  but  he  pre- 
vented her  from  (peaking  by  a  profound 
reverence,  accompanied  by  thefe  words: 

*  I  feared.  Madam,'  faid  he,  '  the  dif- 
'  advantageous  opinion  you  have  been 
'  infpired  with  of  my  principles  and 

*  behaviour,   might  have  excited  you 

*  to  deny  me  the  privilege  of  faying 

*  fomething  to  you  of  much  more  con- 

*  fequence  than  the  life  which  has  been 

*  fo  cruelly  attacked,  and  fo  miracu- 
'  loufly  preferved,  and  which,  not  to 
'  have  uttered,  I  fhould  have  died  a 

*  double  death.' 

'  If  you  have  been  attacked,'  replied 
(he,  looking  on  him  with  the  extremeft 
("corn,  '  you  juftly  merited  it;  and  if 
preferved,  mu(t  be  as  vain  as  you  are 
bafe,  to  imagine  it  any  mark  of  Hea- 
ven's favour  to  yourfeif.  But  to  what 
pretence,'  demanded  (lie,  *  to  what 
new  artifice,  to  difturb  my  quiet,  nm 
I  indebted  for  this   unexpefled,  this 
unwelcome  vifit  ?' — *  Ah,  Madam!' 
ried   he,  carting  his  eyes  round  the 
oom  to  fee  if  the  fervant  was  with- 
Irawn,  and  finding  he  was  fo,  '  great 
as   my  offences    are,'  went    he    on, 
they  rife  not  to  that  enormous  height 
as  in  a  wifh  to  perfevere  in  them.     I 
rather  come,'  continued  lie,  putting 
me  knee  to  the  ground,  •  like  a  re- 
pentant finner,  to  throw  niyfelf  at  the 
throne  of  mercy,  and,  in  this  humble 
pofture,  confefs  my  crimes,  and  im- 
plore forgivenefs.' — '  There  is    no 
need  of  confeflion  where  the  fa61s  are 
fully  proved,'  faid  (he,  with  the  fame 
ontempt  as  before;  '  you  have  already 
received  lhepuni(hment  of  them  from 
a  hand  beft  able  to  inflict  it,  and  have 
nothing  to  fear  from  my  refentment.' 
*  Yet,  Madam,'  refunied  he,  '  I  have 
much  to  hope  from  your  forgivenefs; 
it  is  that,  indeed,  on  which  my  foul's 
eternal  pence  depends  ;  it  is  not  that 
I  dread  a  fecond  blow  from  Mr.  Jef- 
famy,  fhould  he  be  inclined  to  repeat 
it,  even  were  I  cei  tain  his  better  for- 
tune would  again  give  him  the  ad- 
vantage over  me,  and  his  revengeful 
z  D  z  *  i'vYOid 
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fword  bathe  itfelf  in  my  heart's  beft 
bloodj  nor  it  is  the  remembrance  of 
my  wounds,  nor  all  the  painful  cir- 
cumftances  of  my  tedious  cure,  that  is 
capable  of  giving  me  the  leaft  alarm; 
but  it  is  the  fad  remorfe  that  I  liave 
been  guilty  of  any  thing  to  forfeit 
that  portion  of  efteem  I  once  was  fa- 
voured with  by  you,  which,  like  a 
vulture,  preys  upon  my  vitals,  and 
fills  me  with  ideas  too  terrible  for  na- 
ture to  fiiftain.  Oh,  therefore,  have 
companion!  vouchfafe  to  fay  you  hate 
me  not;  that  you  pardon  all  I  have 
done;  and, while  I  live, I  will  live  only 
in  the  ftudy  how  to  deferve  fuch  good- 
nefs.' 

His  words,  the  feeming  contrition  in 
which  he  uttered  them,  his  pathetick 
geftures,  his  pale  and  dejefted  counte- 
nance, all  together  gave  him  fuch  a  pi- 
ty-moving air,  as  made  Jenny  lofe  much 
of  the  fiercenefs  (lie  had  affumed.  '  Mr. 

*  Jeffamy,'  faid  (he,  '  is  the  petfon 
«  vvhofe  friendfliip  you  have  fo  grofsly 

*  abufed;  whom  chiefly  you  have 
wronged;  and  if  he  can  be  brought  to 
forgive  the  mifchief  you  intended  for 
us  both,  I  fliall  eafily  remit^hat  part 
of  it  which  concerns  myfelf ;  there- 

*  fore,  pray  rife:   I  am  neither  accuf- 

*  tomed  to  receive,  nor  defire  any  fuch 

*  fubmiffions." — 'No,  Madam,' replied 
this  artful  diffem.bler,  *  I  muft  not  quit 

*  this  humble  pofture  till  I  have  dif- 

*  clofed  the  whole  of  my  tranfgreflion. 
«  It  is  not  enough  that  you  pardon  the 
«  faults  I  have  been  guilty  cf,  without 

*  you  vouchfafe  alio  the  fame  grace  to 

*  the  motive  which  induced  me  to  com- 

*  mit  them.' — *  Motive!"  cried  (he  ha- 
flily;  '  what  motive  but  the  moft  fiend- 

*  like  difpdiltion  could  tempt  any  man 

*  to  behave  as  you  have  done  ?'■ — '  Yes, 

*  Madam,'  rejoined  he,  *  there  is  one, 

*  which,  if  I  were  as  certain  you  would 
«  abfolve,  as  lam  that  the  whole  world 

*  befides    would   applaud    me   for,    I 

*  faould  be  the  moft  blefied  among  my 

*  fex.     It  was  love,  Madam!  love  of 

*  the  molt  angelick  being  that  Heaven 

*  ever  formed,  that  has  rendered  me  the 

*  criminal  I  feem.' 

Finding  ftie  made  no  anfwer,  as  in- 
deed  it  was  impoflible  fhe  (hould  in  the 
prefent  confufion  of  her  thoughts  on  fo 
amazing  a  declaration — •  Yes,  charm- 

*  ing  Mifs  Jeffamy,'  went  he  ftill  on, 

*  it  I  have  been  bafe,  ungrateful,  falfe 
<  to  the  rules  of  ligneur  and  of  friend- 


*  fi'.ip,  it  was  your  lovely  felf  that  m^ae 
'  me  fo."— '  Me,  villain!  Me!'  She, 
as  yet,  was  able  to  bring  forth  no  more, 
andhehadiheopportunity  of  leplying— 
'  Blame  not,'  faid  he,  '  the  eflcfU  of 
your  own  beauty,  but  rather  pity  a 
pafTion  whicli  made  me  deaf  to  every 
other  confideration.  The  more  I  have 
forgot  the  principles  to  which  my 
youth  were  bred,  the  more  I  have  err- 
ed, the  more  I  have  proved  the  un- 
bounded violence  of  my  love;  and 
even  thofe  very  tranfgreiuons  have 
feme  claim  to  a  grateful  recompenfe 
from  you.' — '  Monllrous,  unheard 
of  impudence!"  retuined  flie,  a  little 
recoveied  from  her  fui  prize.  *  Had  you 
the  vanity  and  folly  to  imagine,  that 
if  your  wicked  arts  had  fucceeded  to 
feparate  me  from  Mr.  Jeffamy,  I 
fliould  ever  have  defcendedto  caft  my 
eyes  on  you  ?' — '  I  am  a  gentleman. 
Madam,'  anfwered  he,  rifing  from 
the  polture  he  had  all  this  time  been  in, 

*  of  as  good  a  family  as  Mr.  Jeffamy, 
and  lieir  to  an  eftate  not  inferior  to 
his.  I  knew,  indeed,  you  were  de- 
figned  for  him  in  your  cliiklhood,  but 
was  ignorant  that  your  partial  fancy 
preferred  him  to  all  other  men;  and 
therefore  hoped-  '  I  will  hear  , 
no  more,'  interrupted  flie,  '  nor  fuf- 
fer  in  my  fight  a  wretch  whole  unex- 
ampli::d  bafcnefs  rendeis  him  even  be- 
low my  anger.' 

In  fpeak'ing  this  Ihe  rung  her  bellj 
and  the  footman  immediately  coming 
lip — 'Shew  this  gentleman  down,' faid 
file,  '  and  take  care  he  enters  here  no 
'  more.'  On  this,  Eellpine's  late  pale- 
nefs  turned  to  a  fiery  red.  '  You  might 

*  have  faved  yourfelf  this  charge,  Ma- 

*  dam,'  cried  he;  *  I  fhall  not  trouble 

*  you  with  a  fecond  viiit;'  and  ther» 
flung  out  of  the  room  without  the  leaft 
mark  either  of  that  love,  or  that  humi- 
lity, which  he  had,  but  a  few  moments 
before,  taken  fo  much  pains  to  coun- 
terfeit. 

It  may,  perhaps,  feem  flrange  to  fome 
people,  that  a  man  of  fo  much  fubtlety 
as  Bellpine,  fhould  venture  to  take  a 
Rep  which  could  reafonably  promife  no.^ 
thing  lefs  than  the  mortification  he  re- 
ceived ;  but  a  very  fmall  fliare  of  ob- 
fervation  is  fufficient  to  inform  us,  that 
thofe  who  are  moft  cunning  in  deceiv- 
ing others,  are  frequently  deceived 
themfelves  by  their  own  vanity^  as  was 
the  cafe  with  him, 
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Tbe  civilities  which,  on  Jemmy''s 
TecomniendiUion,  he  had  been  treated 
with  by  this  lady,  had  made  him  ima- 
gine, on  his  firrt  acquaintance  with  h^r, 
that  (he  confidered  him  with  an  extia- 
oidinaiy  regard,  and  tiiat  it  would  not 
be  very  difficiiH  to  improve  that  regard 
into  a  (Ijfter  pafllon,  if  a  favourable  op- 
portunity (hould  once  offer  for  his  at- 
tempting it.  The  precarioulnels  of 
his  circumftances,  as  has  already  been 
obferved,  the  iargenels  of  her  fortune, 
and,  it  is  probable,  fome  fliare  of  in- 
clination for  her  perfun,  mad-  him  pre- 
fcntly  envy  the  friend  who  ir.troduced 
him;  and  to  endeavour,  by  all  podihle 
methods,  how  ungenerous  and  wiclced 
foever,  to  exclude  him  from  a  happi- 
nefs  he  widicd  to  be  in  pcff^lfion  of 
himfelf.  The  reader  has  feen  how  all 
the  plots  for  this  purpofewere  defeat- 
ed, and  how  at  laft  he  began  to  defpair 
of  ever  being  able  to  fucceed.  On  his 
recovering,  however,  his  former  views 
began  to  re  takepoffcfiion  of  his  mind; 
he  thought  things  could  not  be  worle 
with  him  than  they  were,  and  that  it 
weuld  be  worth  his  while  to  try  at  leaft 
by  one  bold  puOi  if  he  could  not  re- 
trieve all. 

The  report  he  had  caufed  to  be  fpiead 
concerning  the  imminent  danger  he  was 
in  from  his  wound,  he  found  had  made 
Jemmy  keep  abroad,  whicb  was  the  foie 
end  he  propofed  by  it;  being  alfo  told 
that  Jenny  appeared  with  the  fyme 
gaiety  as  ever,  he  had  flattered  himfelf 
with  the  hopes  that  abfence  and  this 
accident  had  foinewhat  weaned  her  af- 
fe6\ion  from  it's  former  objefl,  and 
that  (he  hatl  vanity  enough  to  make  her 
pleafed  with  what  he  had  done,  when 
he  (hould  tell  her,  it  was  occafioned 
only  by  the  violence  of  a  paOion  (he 
had  infpired  him  with. 

But  the  contempt  with  which  our 
heroine  treated  this  declaration,  not- 
withftanding  his  difappointment  and 
the  vexation  he  conceived  at  it,  forced 
him  to  confefs  that  there  are  women 
who  fet  no  value  on  fuch  effcfts  of  their 
beauty  as  they  find  not  accompanied 
vvith  honour  and  virtue. 


CHAP.    XXIV. 

CIVES  A  VERY  SUCCINCT  ACCOUNT 
OF     THE     HAPPY     ACGOMPLISH- 


me.vt  of  an  affair  as  yet 
quite  unthought-of  by  the 
Rxlader;  and  also  of  another 
which  has  been  l.on'g  ago  ex- 
pected, with  other  particu- 
lars of  less  consechjence. 

TE  N  N  Y  was  (o  much  difconcerted 
at  Belipine's  vilit,  and  the  manner 
in  which  (lie  had  been  entertained  by 
him,  that  it  was  a  conhderable  time  be- 
fore (he  was  able  to  bring  back  her  tem- 
per to  it's  accuftomeil  (erenity;  and 
when  the  emotions  of  anger  and  difdaia 
were  a  little  rubfiiled,  they  yet  left  a 
ceruiin  heavinefs  upon  her  fpirits, 
which  made  her  fall  into  reflections  of 
the  moft  ferious  nature. 

'   How  greatly,'  (tid  (he,  *  does  tbe 

*  name  of  love  fuffer  by  the  unworthi- 

*  nefs  of  it's  pretended  votaries  ?  How 
'  is  that  paflion,  which   in  reality  re- 

*  fines  the  mind,  and  fills  it  only 
'  vvith  fubllme  ideas,  made  the  veil  10 
'  cover  the  moft  foul  and  moft  detelta- 

*  ble  defigns,  and  alfo  an  excufe  for 
'  the  worlt  of  villainies  when  perpe- 
'  t rated  ? 

'  That  woman  muft  certainly  be  very 

*  weak,'  continued  (he,  *  who  believes 

*  herfelf  truly  beloved  by  a  man  who 

*  l.as  recourfe  to  difhonourable  means 
'  for  the  accomplifhment  of  his  wi(hes: 
'  if  this  wretch  has  in  earneft  been  in- 

*  ftigated  toacl  as  he  has  done  by  any 
'  inclinations  for  me,  they  muft  be  of 
'  (uch  a  (on  as  I  (liould  blu(h  to  in- 

*  fpire;  and  I  am  amazed  that  my  feje 
'  (lion Id  plume  themfelves,  as   I  have 

*  (een  fome  do,  in  addrelTes  which  ei- 

*  ther  have  no  meaning  at  all,  or  fucli 
'  as  are  not  confident  with  their  virtue 
'  or  reputation  to  encourage.' 

Jler  maid  now  coming  in  to  aflt  fome 
queltions  concerning  the  packing-up 
of  her  things,  (he  ftarted  from  the  re- 
verie (he  had  been  in,  and  went  into 
her  dre(ring-room  to  give  the  necefTary 
direClions,  where,  bulying  herfelf  in 
aflirting  the  execution  of  herown  orders, 
the  plealing  thoughts  of  her  journey 
drove  thofe  of  Bellpine  pretty  much  out 
of  her  head,  though  not  fo  entirely,  but 
that  the  remembrance  of  his  compli- 
cated impudence  and  hypocrify  would 
fometimes  intervene.  It  would  be  fu- 
perfluous  to  trouble  the  reader  with  a 
detail  of  thofe  avocations  in  which  (he 
palTed  the  remainder  of  that  evening,  as 

nothing 


214 


JEMMV    AND    JENxMY    JESSAMV. 


nothinghappenedofconfequence  enough 
to  afford  either  much  delight  or  im- 
provement. 

Ten  the  next  morning  being  the 
hour  appointed  to  celebrate  the  nuptials 
of  Lord  Huntley  and  Mifs  Wingman, 
Ihe  arofe  pretty  early,  drefl'ed  herl'elf  in 
a  rich  riding-liabit,  and  went  to  Lady 
Wingman's  in  a  chair,  leaving  her 
maid,  who  was  to  attend  her  in  this 
expedition,  to  follow  with  the  luggagg 
ill  a  hackney-coach. 

She  found  all  the  company  already 
there,  except  the  reverend  divine,  who 
came  in  a  few  minutes  after.  Sir  Tho- 
mas Welby  prefented  the  bride,  and 
the  cei-emony  was  inftantly  performed; 
but  the  wedded  pair  had  fcarce  time  to 
receive  the  benediflion  of  Lady  Wing- 
man,  and  the  congratulations  of  thofe 
friends  who  were  prefent,  before  Mr. 
Lovegrove  took  Lady  Speck  by  the 
hand,  and  led  her  towards  Sir  Thomas, 
faying — '  Sir,  I  muft  entreat  the  fa- 

*  vour  of  you  to  become  a  father  a  fe- 

*  cond  time  this  morning,  and  beftcw 

*  a  biefiing  on  me  which  my  whole 

*  life  (hall  thank  you  for.' — '  How  is 

*  this!'  cried  the  old  baronet,  very 
much  aftoniflied,  as  was  every  one  in 
the  room.  '  Is  it  pofTihle  !'  added  the 
thenew-married  Lady  Huntley;  '  fifter, 

*  are  you  inearneft?  really  going  to  be 

*  man  ied  to  Mr.  Lovegrove  V 

*  Even  fo  indeed,  my  dear  lifter,' 
replied  Lady  Speck  laughing;  '  I  have 

*  luffered  him  too  long  as  a  lover  not 

*  to  make  a  hufband  of  him  at  laft.' 
Then  turning  to  Lady  Wingman — '  I 

beg  pardon,  Aladam,'  continued  /he, 
for  not  confulting  your  ladyfhip  in 
this  affair;  but  you  gave  me  away 
once,  and  now  I  thought  myfelf  at 
liberty  to  make  my  own  choice.' 

*  Indeed,  daughter,'  faid  that  lady, 
it  is  a  choice  which  I  fliould  long 
ago  have  made  for  you  myfelf,  if,  as 
you  juftly  fay,  I  had  not  left  my  right 
of  direiling  your  inclinations,  by 
your  having  been  married  before: 
however,  I  muft  do  you  the  juftice  to 
acknowledge,  you  exercife  not  tlie 
power  you  row  have  over  your  ac- 
tions but  in  favour  of  a  gentleman, 
who  you  were  very  certain  would  not 
only  receive  my  approbation,  but 
that  of  every  one  who  has  any  ac- 
quaintance with  his  merit.' 

It  is  not  to  be  doubted  but  that  Mr. 


Lovegrove,  who  is  oneof  themoft  po. 
lite  men  on  earth,  returned  this  com- 
pliment from  the  mother  of  his  mif- 
trefs  in  terms  full  of  fubmif]fion  and  re- 
fpeft.  Lord  Huntley,  his  fair  bride, 
and  Jenny,  were  all  this  while  got  to- 
gether, expreffing  to  each  other  the 
moft  glad  fuiprize  at  this  event.  *  It 
'  affords  me,'  laid  the  former,  '  adou- 

*  ble  portion  of  fatisfadlion,  to  fee  my 
'  friend's   happinefs   go  hand   in  hand 

*  with  mine;'  which  Mr.  Lovegrove 
overhearing  juft  as  he  had  done  fpeak- 
ing   to   Lady    V/ingnian — '  My    dear 

*  lord,'  cried  he,  *  ti>ough  yefterday  I 
thought  myfelf  as  far  removed  from 
the  completion  of  my  wiihes  as  I  now 
am  near,  I  proteft  to  your  lordfliip 
that  I  found  room  in  my  heart  to  re- 
joice in  your  good  fortune,  while  de- 
fpairing  of  my  own.' 
'  Aye,  aye,  we  are  all  very  well 
pleafed,' ,  faid  Sir  Thomas  Welby; 
but  do  rot  let  us  make  the  reverend 
gentleman  wait  any  longer. — Come, 
my  fair  daughter-ele6l,'  purfued  he, 

taking  Lady  Speck  by  the  hand,  '  put 

*  yourfelf  under  my  jurifdiflion  for  a 
'  minute  or  two,  that  I  may  confign 

*  my  ftiort-lived  authority  to  onevvhofe 

*  every  command,  I  dare  anfwer,  you 

*  will  find  a  pleafurs  in  obeying.' 

Here  the  remembrance  of  fome  dif- 
agreeablc  paffages  in  her  former  mar- 
riage, made  Lady  Speck  fluidder  a  lit- 
tle at  the  thoughts  of  venturing  on  a 
ft  cond ;  but  flie  had  great  experience  of 
Mr.  Lovegrove's  temper;  flie  had  pro- 
mifed  to  be  his,  both  in  private,  and 
now  before  all  this  company;  fo  threw 
off  all  apprehenfions,  and  advanced 
with  her  ufual  fprightlinefs  towards 
the  clergyman,  who  had  his  book  ready 
opened  in  order  to  begin  the  ceremony. 

Jenny,  who  till  this  morning  had 
never  happened  to  be  prefent  at  thefe 
facred  rites,  was  filled  with  the  moft 
folemn  meditations  during  the  per- 
formance, efpecially  on  tlie  repetition 
for  this  fecondcouple;  ftie found fome- 
thing  fo  binding  in  the  contraf^,  fa 
awful  in  the  injun6lion  laid  on  the  mar- 
ried perfons  by  the  ordinance,  that  (he 
was  amazed  to  think  there  could  be  any 
one  hardy  enough  to  infringe  it.  She 
thought,  neverthelefs,  that  the  obliga- 
tion would  make  a  greater  impreftlon, 
and  have  more  weight  with  thofe  who 
entered  into  it,  if  celebrated  in  a  place 
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eonfecrated  to  divine  worfliip,  than  in 
one  which  was  ulually  the  fcene  of 
feafting,  dancing,  and  all  kinds  of  plea- 
fantry,  if  no  woiTc.  '  Marriage,"  faid 
fhe  within  herfelf,  '  is  the  great  a6lion 

*  of  our  lives,  the  hinge  on  wliich  our 
'  happinefs  or  mifery,  while  we  have 

*  bre.uh,  depends ;  the  morerefpefl  we 

*  pay  to  the  inftitution,  the  more  we 
«  (hall  be  careful  to  obferve  it's  rules; 

*  and  I  can  fee  no  juftifiable  reafon  for 

*  avoiding  to  folemnize  it  in  the  temple 

*  of  him  who  firrt  ordained,  and  who 

*  alone  has  power  to  render  it  a  blcf- 
«  fing.' 

Thefe  reflections  frequently  recurred 
to  her  mind,  but  fhe  had  no  opportunity 
at  prefent  to  proceed  in  them.  Mr. 
Lovegrove,  now  put  in  pcffeflion  of 
the  happinefs  he  fo  long  had  fought, 
was  already  receiving  the  felicitations 
of  bis  friends;  and  fhe,  who  fincerely 
rejoiced  in  his  good  fortune,  would  not 
be  How  in  teftifying  the  fenfe  fhe  had  of 
it. 

Lady  Wingman,  who  was  a  great 
lover  of  old  cuftoms,  had  prepared  a 
rich  cake,  which  Sir  Thomas  VVelby 
immediately  broke  over  the  heads  of 
the  bridegrooms  and  their  brides;  the 
fervants  were  all  called  in  to  partake  of 
this  oblation  to  Ceres,  after  which  they 
went  down  to  fee  if  the  equipage  was 
ready  for  fetting  out. 

The  leave  this  happy  company  took 
of  Lady  Wingman  and  Sir  Thomas 
Welby  was  very  flioit,  as  it  was  now 
pad  one  o'clock,  and  they  purpofed  to 
reach  Sittingbourn  that  evening;  they 
went  all  together  in  a  landau,  chufing 
to  fit  clofe  rather  than  be  feparated; 
their  women-attendants,  whicii  were 
alfa  five  in  number,  were  crammed  into 
Lady  Speck's  old  traveliing-coach,  with 
fuch  things  as  they  knew  the  ladles 
would  require  for  prefent  ufe  upon  the 
road,  and  the  more  heavy  baggage 
placed  behind  and  before  it. 

Notwithftanding  the  privacy  with 
which  thefe  weddings  had  been  con- 
dufted,  a  cjowd  of  mendicants,  having 
got  a  fcentof  what  was  doing,  had  ga- 
thered about  the  houfe,  and  hung  upon 
the  doors  and  even  wheels  of  the  lan- 
dau; but  Lord  Huntley  and  Mr.  Love- 
grove,  throwing  out  handfuls  of  money 
for  them  to  fcramble  for,  the  machine 
was  foon  freed  from  this  incumbrance, 
and  drove  away,  efcorted  by  nine  fer- 
vantson  horfeback,  valets  included. 


CHAP.    XXV. 

CONTAINS   A  DEAL  OF   BUSINESS  I!« 
A  NARROW  COMPASS. 

LIFE  affords  but  few  amufements 
which  are  more  agreeable  than 
travelling,  when  in  a  party  of  feleS: 
friends,  who  have  all  of  them  their 
hearts  at  eafe,  and  think  of  nothing  but 
to  divert  thenifelves.  The  company 
which  now  fet  out  from  Lady  Wing- 
man's  were  in  a  fituation  as  near  to 
perfeft  happinefs  as  can  be  tailed  on 
this  fide  eternity:  Jenny  was  the  only 
perfon  in  a  ftate  of  expectation,  yet  was 
fhe  no  lefs  alert  and  gay  than  thofe 
who  had  already  obtained  the  ultimate 
of  their  defires. 

When  they  had  got  free  from  the  tu- 
multous din,  the  fmoke,  the  flench, 
and  rugged  Hones  of  London — <  I  be- 
'  gin  already,'  faid  this  amiable  lady 
with  a  fmile,  <  to  tafle  the  pleafures  of 
'  tliis  journey:  but  you  little  fufpefl 

*  how  much  I  have  been  tempted  not  to 

*  take  it;  and  when  I  make  you  the 

*  confidantes  of  an  adventure  that  hap- 
'  pened  to  me  laft  night,  you  will  con- 

*  fcfs  that  I  am  a  wom.an  of  great  re- 

*  folution  in  keeping  the  promife  I  gave 

<  of  accompanying  you.'  On  this  they 
all  cried  to  her  not  to  keep  them  in  fu- 
fpenfe:  '  I  will  not,'  refumed  flie;  *  and 
'  hope  you  will  not  think  me  too  vain 

*  a  boafler,    when   I   tell  you  at  once 

*  that  I  have  made  a  new  conquell; 
'   have  gained  a  heart  all  flaming  and 

<  adoration;  a  lover  who,  for  my  fake, 

*  has  done  fuch  things  as,  I  believe,  no 

*  man  befides  himfelf  ever  did  or  would 

*  do!' 

'  Nobody  doubts  the  power  of  your 
'  charms,  my  dear,'  faid  Lady  Speck; 
'  but  pray,  who  is  this  lover  ?  for  he 

*  muft  be  one  of  whom  you  are  either 

<  very  fond,  or  think  not  worth  con- 

*  cealing.' — '   I  dare   anfwer  by   her 

*  looks,' fubjoined  Lord  Huntley,  'that 
'  he  is  the  latter:  but  pray,   Madam, 

*  let  us  have  his  name?' 

•  I  will  not  put  your  lordflilp,  nor 

*  any  of  the  company,  to  the  trouble 
«  of   gueffing,*   replied   Jenny;    *  for 

*  fhould  you  all  go  to  work  upon  that 
'  tafk,  it  would  certainly  lall  till  we 
'  came  to  Paris,  and  even  then  be  as 
'  far  from  being  accompliihed  as  now: 

<  know  then,  that  the  hero  of  my  true 

*  romance. 
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•  romance,  the  man  who  dies  for  me, 

•  iscalledBellpine.'— 'Bellpine!   Bell- 

*  pine!  Impoflible!'  repeated  they  all 
feveral  tines  over.     '  He,  lure,    could 

•  not  have  the  impudence!'  cried  La- 
dy Huntley;   '  but,   dear  creature,  let 

•  us  have  the  whole  ftory;  it  muftjhow- 
•.ever,  be  very  entertaining^.' 

•  Jenny  then  related  to  them  Bellpine's 
»ifit,  his  difcourle,  and  the  manner  of 
his  beha\:iour  towards  her;  and  thi i  (he 
did  with  fo  much  wit  and  fpirif,  as 
could  not  but  be  extremely  plcafmg  to 
the  company.  They  laughed  heartily 
at  fome  paffages  in  the  recital  j  and  their 
mirth  would  have  been  yet  more  com- 
pleat,  had  it  not  been  fomewhat  check- 
ed by  their  aftonifhmcnt  at  his  unpa- 
ralleled impudence  and  deceit. 

*  For  my  own  part,'  i'aid  Lord  Hunt- 
ley, '  though  I  cannot  but   own   that 

*  there  was  fomewhat  very  extraordi- 

*  nary  in   the  declaration   he  made  to 

•  Mifs  Jeffamy,   yet  it  is  certain    that 

•  love  was  the  only  excufe  he  could  al- 

•  ledge  for  what  he  had  done;  and  I  am 
«  apt  alfo  to  think  it  might  be  the  real 

*  motive  too,  when   I  remember  what 

•  Mr.  Dryden  fays  upon  this  fubjeil — 

««  That  love  all  fer.fe  cf  right  and  wrong  con- 

"  founds; 
**  Strong  love  and  proud  ambition  have  no 

"  bounds." 

Mr.  Lovegrove  replied,  that  he  had 
the  honour  to  agree  with  his  lordiliip's 
fentiments  in  this  point.  *  But,'  cried 
Lady  Speck,  '  would  any  man  heiuies 

*  himfelf,  after  the  molt  plain  detec- 

*  tion  of  his  villainy,  have  had  the 
«  folly  and  the  arrogance  to  appear  be- 

*  fore  a  woman  whom  he  was  con  fcious 

*  had  fo  much  reafon  both  to  deteft  and 
«  Tcom  him?' — '  Perhaps,  Madam,' 
anfwered  he,  *  Mr.  Bellpine  had  been 
'  juft  reading  Shakefpeare's  Richard 
«  the  Third,  and  flattered  himfelf  with 
«  ht\n<y  able  to  fay  like  that  prince, 

•  after  courting  Lady  Ann — 

«<  Was  e\er  woman  m  this  humour  v.-oo'd? 
»»  Was  ever  woman  in  this  humour  won?" 

«  But,' continued  be,  '  though  I  can 
«  very  eafily  believe  that  love  might  be 
«  one  inducement,  yet  I  can  fcarce  think 

*  it  was  the  only  one-.  I  have  been  told, 
«  that  Bellpine's  circumftances  are  not 
«  in  the  moftprofpeious  condition  j  he 


•  might  hope  to  mend  them  by  Mifil 
'  Jeflamy's  fortune;  and  it  therefore 
'  appears  to  me  extremely  probable^ 
'  that  the  lady's  money  had,  at  leaft, 
'  as  great  an  influence  over  him  as  her 

*  eyes.' 

Fiom  this  they  fell  into  a  converfa- 
tion  concerning  the  praftice  of  fortune- 
hunting,  and  the  ftratagems  to  which 
men  of  defperate  circumftances,  and 
enterprizing  heads,  have  fometimes  re- 
courfe,  in  order  to  gain  their  point. 
This  was  a  copious. fubje6l,  and  afford- 
ed a  great  variety  of  diverting  Itories, 
no  way  to  the  advantage  either  of  the 
deceiver  or  deceived.  Thefe,  with  fome 
animadverfions  of  the  company  upon 
them,  lafttd  till  they  arrived  at  Sitting- 
bourn;  wheie,  a  fervant  having  been 
fent  before,  as  indeed  the  fame  care  was 
afterwards  taken  at  every  ftage,  they 
found  an  elegant  entertainment  ready 
prepared  againft  their  coming.  The 
next  day  they  dined  at  Canterbury, 
reached  Dover  the  fame  evening,  and 
theenfuing  morning embaiked  for  Ca- 
lais, to  which  port  a  profperous  gale 
fafely  condu^^ed  them,  in  a  few  hours. 
But  there  is  no  necefTity  fo  oblige  my 
readers  to  accompany  them  through  the 
whole  courfe  of  their  journey  to  Paris, 
as  no  material  incident  happened  in  it. 
On  the  very  dawning  of  that  day  which 
was  to  conclude  their  progrefs.  Lord 
Huntley  fent  a  fervant  to  Paris,  in  or- 
der to  apprize  Sir  Robert  Manley  of 
their  approach  ;  and,  as  he  doubted  not 
but  he  had  provided  a  place  for  their 
reception,  to  take  directions  from  him 
where  they  iliould  alight,  and  then  to 
return  with  his  anfwer  to  a  little  town 
within  two  leagues  of  the  city,  where 
they  intended  to  bait,  and  would  ftay 
for  him.  This  was  eafily  performed,  as 
the  fellow  had  an  excellent  horfe  under 
him,  and  fet  out  feveral  hours  before 
the  company. 

Sir  Robert  was  at  dinner  with  Jem- 
my and  fome  other  gentlemen,  when  a 
waiter  of  the  lioufe  informed  him  that 
there  was  a  man  on  horfeback  at  the 
door,  who  entreated  to  fpeak  with  him, 
and  faid  he  came  from  Lord  Huntley; 
on  which  he  rofe  up  immediately,  and 
went  down.  Jemmy  ftarted  at  the  name 
cf  Lord  Huntley;  but  not  being  able 
to  aflTiire  himfelf  that  his  ears  had  not 
deceived  him,  ran  to  the  v,'indow  which 
commanded  the  court-yard,  where  he 
indeed  faw  Sir  Robert  talking  with  a. 
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man,  wtohe  knew,  by  his  livery,  be- 
longed to  that  nobleman,  and  feemed 
as  if  but  juft  come  off  a  journey.  This 
put  a  fudden  thought  into  his  head, 
which,  pleafing  as  it  was,  he  durft  not 
too  much  encourage,  for  fear  of  a  dif- 
appointment.  *  Whatl'  cried  he  to  Sir 
Kobert,on  his  returnirg  into  the  room, 

*  is  Lord  Huntley  in  Paris?' — '  No,' 
replied  the  other;  '  but  very  near  it;  he 

*  will  be  hereby  night.' — •  I  hear  he  is 

*  married,'  returned  Jemmy,  ftrangely 
agitated  :  •  I  fuppofe  he  brings  his  lady 
'  with  him  ?" — '  I  (hall  foon  fee  that,' 
faid  Sir  Robert,  with  a  fmile ;  '  for  I 
'  muft  go  to  n-.eet  him,  and   fliall   be 

*  g'ad  if  you  will  accompany  me.' — 

*  I  am  always  ready  to  attend  you  any 

*  where.   Sir  Robert,'    anfwered   he  : 

*  but  there  is  but  little  of  a  compliment 

*  in  my  doing  fo  at  this  time;  becaufe 

*  I  cannot  help  flattering  myfelf  with 

*  meeting  fome  company  to  whom  lam 
'  better  known   than  either   to   Lord 

*  Huntley  or  his  lady.'  Sir  Robert 
could  not  keep  himfelf  from  laughing 
at  thefc  words,  but  m.ade  no  reply;  and 
only  faid  he  mult  fend  out  to  hire  a 
chariot  immediately:  on  which  a  gen- 
tleman who  was  prefent  told  him  he 
had  one  at  the  door  that  fliould  be  per- 
fectly at  his  fervice;  and  as  he  feemed 
in  hafte,  and  the  horfes  were  ready  put 
to,  dedred  he  would  make  ufeof  it. 

Sir  Robert,  for  the  reafons  urged  by 
the  gentleman,  readily  accepted  bis  of- 
fer ;  and,  after  taking  leave  of  the  com- 
pany, and  giving  fome  private  orders 
to  a  feivant,  went  with  Jemmy  into  the 
chariot;  which,  though  it  carried  them 
with  all  imaginable  celerity,  feemed  yet 
too  flow  to  the  impatience  of  one  of 
them. 

On  theirarrival,  they  were  prefently 
tifncred  into  the  room,  where  our  tra- 
vellers had  but  juft  got  in  before  them. 
Jemmy  flew  to  Jenny,  as  if  no  other 
perfon  had  been  prefent;  and,  throwing 
himfelf  upon  her  bofom,  cried,  in  the 
\itmoft  extafy — '  P/Iy  dear,  dear  Jenny! 

*  this  is  an   unhoped-for  blefllng!' — 

*  J\'iy  dear  Jemmy  V  returned  (he,  '  I 

*  did  not  expecl  to  fee  you  till  I  came 

*  to  Paris:   but  I  am  fairly  caught  in 

*  my  own  fnare;    I  thought  to  have 

*  furprized  you,  and  am  furprized  my- 

*  felf !'  On  this  he  fell  a  fecond  time 
upon  her  neck;  and  wiio  knows  how 
long,  forgetful  of  every  thing  but  love 
and  joy,  he  might  have  continued  in 


that  tender  fituation,  if  S!r  Robert 
Mjnley,  having  by  this  time  paid  his 
compliments  to  Lord,  Huntley,  Mr. 
Lovegrove,  and  their  ladies,  had  not 
advanced  to  do  the  fame  to  Jenny,  fay- 
ing— '  Dear  Jeflamy,  you  muft  not 
«  think,  as  yet,  of  engrofling  this  lady 
*  wholly  to  yourfelf.'  Thefe  words 
reminded  Jem.my  of  what  was  due  from 
him  to  the  reft  of  the  company;  v>hich 
debt  he  difcharged  with  an  air  of  free- 
dom and  pclitenefs  too  natural  to  him 
for  .his  Ir.tc  tranfports  to  render  lefsfo. 
They  ftaiJ  no  longer  here  than  was  ne- 
ceflary  to  take  fome  refrefhment  ;  and, 
on  theirarrival  at  Paris,  were  conducted 
by  Sir  Robert  Manley  to  the  hotel  he 
had  hired  for  them;  which  they  found 
fo  hnndfome  and  commodious,  that 
they  told  him  he  was  certainly  the  heft 
quarter- mafter  in  Europe. 

After  having  led  them  through  feve- 
ral  apartments,  he  brought  them  into  a 
fpacious  room,  where  a  table  (being  al- 
ready fet  out)  was  immediately  covered, 
bydireiftions  hehad  befote-hand  given, 
with  the  moft  exquifite  viands  of  the 
feafon.  Tjtis  was  a  piece  of  gallantry 
which,  as  well  as  they  knew  Sir  Ro- 
bert, they  had  little  expected,  or  even  % 
thought  on. 

Some  hours  were  paft  in  a  continual 
rornd  of  wit  and  pleafanti  y,  intermixed 
with  more  fcrious  demcnftiations  of 
love,  gratitude,  and  friendfliip  ;  but  the 
gentlemen,  remembering  how  long  a 
journey  the  ladies  had  come,  thought 
it  would  be  neither  kind  nor  complai- 
fant  to  keep  them  from  their  beds  too 
late;  though  it  may  eafily  be  fuppcfed 
that  Jemmy  took  a  very  reluilaiit  leave 
of  his  dear  Jenny,  and  that  (he  aifo 
would  have  v/i!lingiy  fpared  fome  time 
from  her  repofe,  to  have  been  enter- 
tained by  a  lover  fo  much  and  fo  de- 
fervedly  beloved. 


c  H  -A.  P.   xxvr. 

AFFORDS  LESS  THAN  PERHAPS  MAY 
B£  EXPECTED,  YET  ENOUGH  TO 
SATISFY  A  REASONABLE  READEP.. 

JEMMY'S  Impatience  to  entertain 
his  fair  miftrefs  brought  him  the 
next  morning  to  vifit  her  in  her  own 
apartment :  but,  as  their  converfation 
confifted  only  of  fuch  things  as  the 
reader  is  already  well  acquainted  with, 
iE  it 
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it  would  be  needlefs  to  repeat  it  here; 
fo  I  fliall  only  fay,  that  all  which  can 
be  conceived  of  loft  and  tender  pnfled 
between  them.  He  thought  that  he 
could  never  fufficiently  acknowledge 
the  proofs  flie  had  given  him  of  her 
afFeflion  ;  nor  fl^e  too  much  return  thofe 
{he  had  received  fiom  him.  Sweet  are 
the  charms  of  mutual  love,  when  in- 
fpired  by  merit,  and  accompanied  by 
virtue.  Neither  of  them,  however,  fuf- 
fered  iliemfclves  to  be  fo  abforbed  in 
mutual  endearments  as  to  forget  the  re- 
fpe61  owing  to  their  friends.  Jenny 
had  no  fconer  heard  that  the  company 
had  left  their  chambers  than  fl^e  pro- 
pofed  joining  ihem;  and  Jemmy  had 
conceived  fo  high  an  idea  of  Lord 
Huntley  and  Mr.  Lovegrove,  on  the 
charafler  given  of  them  by  Sir  Robert 
Manley,  that  lie  rejoiced  in  thisoppor-' 
tunity  of  entering  into  a  moie  particu- 
lar acquaintance  with  them. 

On  their  going  into  thedining-room, 
they  found  SirRobert  Manley  wasalfo 
come  to  pay  the  falutations  of  the 
iTiorning,  and  enquire  how  they  in- 
tended to  pafs  the  day  ;  to  which  the 
ladies  replied,  that  they  could  not  pafs 
it  more  agreeably  than  in  the  fituation 
,he  had  provided  for  them,  efpecially  as 
their  women  had  not  yet  had  time  to 
regulate  their  things  in  a  proper  man- 
ner to  appear  in  publick;  and  that,  if 
he  and  Mr.  Jeflamy  would  give  them 
their  company,  they  (hould  think  it  no 
confinement  to  ftay  at  home.  This  be- 
ing readily  agreed  to,  feafting,  cards, 
and  converfation,  engrofTed  the  hours 
till  the  night  was  pretty  far  advanced  ; 
nor  were  the  gentlemen  permitted  to 
depart  without  a  promife  of  returning 
the  next  day, 

Lord  Huntley  and  Mr.  Lovegrove 
had  hitherto  been  entire  ftrangers  to 
Jemmy  ;  but  they  now  found  enough 
in  his  converfation  to  make  them  think 
tbemfelvjs  happy  in  i>is  acquaintance  j 
and  he,  aS  well  as  Sir  Robert  Manley, 
was  never  left  out  in  any  party  of  plea- 
ftire  formed  by  t!iem  :  in  a  word,  though 
they  continued  in  different  lodgings, 
they  feemed  but  as  one  family.  Tliey 
all  went  together  to  vifit  the  churches 
and  convents,  to  the  opera,  the  comedy, 
the  Thuilltiies,  the  gardens  of  Luxem- 
bourg ;  made  frequent  tours  to  Marli, 
Fontainbleau,  and  Verfailles  :  not  a 
day  pafTed   over    vvithout    fome    nev/ 


amufement;  and  time  flid  on  In  a  per- 
petual round  of  pleafure. 

Lord  Huntley,  who  had  been  feveral 
times  before  at  Paris,  had  a  pretty  large 
acquaintance  among  perfons  of  the  beft 
falhion  :  thefe  Jiearing  of  his  mariiage 
and  arrival,  came  to  vifit  him,  and 
likewife  introduced  their  wives  and 
daughteis  to  the  ladies;  fo  that  there 
was  frequently  a  very  large  and  bril- 
lisnt  affemblv  of  both  fexes  at  the  ho- 
tel. Lady  Huntley  and  Lady  Speck 
had  their  <hare  of  admiration  among 
the  ccnnoiffeurs  ;  but  Jenny  feemed,  ia 
the  eves  of  mofl:  of  them,  greatly  to 
outfiiine  both  her  fair  companions  :  fiie 
was  toalted  and  diftiiiguifhed  by  the 
name  La  Belle  Angloife.  Jemmy  was 
raviflied  at  the  fine  things  he  heard  ftid 
of  her;  and  the  more  fo,  as  he  found 
fije  was  not  the  kail  elated  by  the 
praifes  flie  received. 

This  crowd  of  company,    this   in- 
ceflant  huri-y  of  accumulated  diverfions, 
however,  deprived  our  lover  of  the  op- 
portunity of  entertaining  his  dear  mif- 
trefs  in  private  as  often  as  the  pleafure 
he  took  in  her  converfation  above  all 
others  made  him  wifli  to  do;  and,  it  is 
probable,    this   reftriflion    filled    him 
with  much  more  impatience  than  ever 
he  felt  before  for  the  confummation  of 
their  marriage.      One  day,  when    he 
found  himfelf  alone  with  her,  he  failed 
not  to  prefs  her  in  the  mofl:  ftrong  terms 
he  was  able  on  that  article;  but  fhe  re- 
plied, tliat  it  was  then  neither  a  fit  time 
nor  place  for  fuch  a  thing;  and  that  fhe 
wifhed  he  would  not  think   of  it  till 
hey  ftiould  return  to  England,  *  Why 
not  a  fit  time  and  place,  my  dear  Jen- 
ny?'  faid  he.     '  Can  there  be  any 
time  or  place  unfit  to  folemnize  a  co- 
venant made  fo  long  ago  for  us  by 
our  parents?    A  covenant  which,  I 
hope,  the  cxpeflation  of  fulfilling  has 
always  been  equally  agreeable  to  our- 
felves.     Remember,"   continued    h.e, 
killing  her  hand,  ♦  the  tranfporting  pro- 
mile  you  made  in  one  of  your  kind 
epillles,  that,    if  I  could  not  go  to 
you,  vou  would  come  to  me,  and  the 
ambafiador's  chaplain    Ihould   corn- 
pleat  my  happinefs.' — *  When  I  made 
that  promife,'  anfweredfhe,  '  I  meant 
nothing  more  than  to  obierve  it  reii- 
gtoufly;  and  fbould  have  contented 
mvfelf  to  have  lived  in  a  continual 
baniftiment  with  ycu  ;  but,  my  dear 

'  Jemmy, 
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*  Jemmy,  the  cafe,  thank  Heaven!   is 

*  now  quite  altered  ;  thecircumftances 

*  of  our  affairs  have  changed  their  facej 
'  the  wretch  Beilpinc  is  recovered  ;  no 

*  danger  threatens  your  return  ;  and, 

*  as  we  have  been    here   already  f.vo 

*  months,  it  cannot  be  fuppofed  we 
'   fiiail   llay  much   longer:   v/hert;tore, 

*  then,  (hould  we  hurry  thus  precipi- 

*  tately  into  a  marriage  while  in  a  to- 

*  reign  land,  and  abfent  from  the  grtat- 

*  eft  part  of  our  friends  ?' 

-  She  had  fcarce  ended  thefe  words, 
when  Lady  Huntley  came  into  the 
room  ;  but,  on  feeing  them  together, 
was  about  to  retire  immediately,  cry- 
ing, file  would  not  interrupt  their  con- 
verfation.  Jenny  called  to  her  to  Itay; 
and  Jemmy,  recolledting  how  much 
fhe  had  been  his  friend,  in  a  difcouife 
of  the  like  nature  juft  after  her  coming 
from  Bath,  told  her  that  her  ladyfliip's 
prefence  would  be  fo  far  from  giving 
any  interruption,  that  it  was  highly  ne- 
ceflary  to  decide  a  little  difpute  between 
him  and  Mifs  Jeffamy.     '  I  guefs  the 

*  fubjefl:,'  anfwered  flie,  with  a  fmile  J 

*  and,  if  I  am  to  be  arbiter,  fliall  not 

*  fail  to  give  it  on  your  lide  the  quef- 

*  tion,  as  I  fliall  then  be  fure  of  oblig- 

*  ing  both  parties.'  —  'You  may    be 

*  mirtalcen,'  cried  Jenny,  and  was  go- 
ing onj  but  Jemm)^,  who  would  have 
the  advantage  of  being  firft  heard,  re- 
monftrated  to  the  fair  judge  all  the  in- 
quietudes of  an  ever  hoping,  ever  cx- 
pecling,  and  never  gratified,  paffion, 
and  all  the  anxieties  attending  impa- 
tience and  fufpenfe.  The  manner  in 
which  he  expreffed  himfelf  had  [o  much 
of  the  humorous  in  it,  mixed  with  t!ie 
pathetick,  as  made  both  the  ladies  laugh 
heartily.  Jenny,  in  her  turn,  repeated 
the  reafons  flie  had  for  denying  her 
lover's  requell  in  terms  no  lefs  fpright- 
ly;  after  which — '  Well,'  faid  Lady 
Huntley,  'this  is  a  moot-point;  and 

*  I  mult  even  leave  it  where  I  found  itj 
f  and   the  room,  that  you  may  agree 

*  upon  it  between  yourl'elves.'' 

She  was  going  to  do  as  (he  laid,  and 
had  turned  away  for  that  purpofe— 
«  Hold,  Lady  Huntley  I'  cried  Jenny  j 

*  you  muft  not  depart  till  I  have  con- 

*  vinced  you  of  my  generofity  to  ihis 

*  unreafonableman. — Here, 'continued 
fhe  to  Jemmy,  '  is  my  hand,  which  I 
^  faithfully  promife  to  give  you  before 

*  a  paribn  as  I'opn  a§  vye  arrive  at  Lon- 


*  don,  and  things  can  be  got  ready  for 
'  the  ceremony.'  Jemmy  received  and 
kifled  it  with  the  greatell  Iktisfj^lion. 
'  Tills  is  as  it  fliould  be,'  faid  Lady 
Huntley;  •  and,  to  heighten  yonrcon- 

*  tentment,  Mr.  Jefiamy,  I  can  tell  you 

*  that  I  believe  you  will   very  /hortly 

*  have  an  opportunity  to  <lcmand  the 
performance  of  this  promile.  For 
my  own  part,  I  begin  to  be  weary  of 
Paiis;  Mr.  Lovegrove,  I  can  per- 
ceive, is  fo  too;  and,  if  we  can  per- 
fuade  Lady  Speck  to  be  of  the  fame 
opinion,  I  know  I  can  eafily  bring 
my  lord  into  it.'     She  was  going  on, 

when  Lord  Huntley  came  in  with  a 
letter  in  his  hand.  '  Oh,  my  dear!' 
cried  he,  *  I  have  been  looking  for  you 
'   through  all  the  rooms.     I  have  juft 

*  received  a  letter  from  Sir  Thomas 
'  Welby.' — '  I  hope  mamma  is  well!* 
cried  flie  haftily  ;  '  and  no  ill  accident 
'  has  happened  ?' — '  Not  in  the  leaft,* 
returned  he;  '  but  far  on  the  contrary. 

*  Sir  Tiionias  oniy  wiites  to  let  us 
'  know  that  his  fon   is  married,  and 

*  will  very  fliortly  bring  his  bride  to 

*  vifit  us  in  Paris.' 

♦  I  am  ailoniihed  !'  cried  Lady  Hunt- 
ley ;   '  Mr.  Welby  married!   I  do  nqt 

*  underltand  how  fuch  a  thing  can  beP 
He  took  leave  of  mamma  and  1  juft 
after  my  coming  from  Eath,  and  told 
us  he  was  to  let  out  on  his  travels 
the  next  day;  and  I  thought  that  be 
was  gone!  Sure,  he  muft  either  have 
made  a  very  (hort  tour,  or  have  ftop- 
ped  in  his  progrefs,  and  have  picked 
up  a  wife  by  the  way!'  — '  I  know 
nothing  of  the  particulars,'  refumed 

his  lordlhip  ;  '  but  you  fliall  hear  what 
'  Sir  Thomas  fays  on  the  occafion.' 
With  thele  words  he  looked  ove/  the 
letter;  and,  linglmg  out  that  part  of  it 
which  he  thought  would  moii  fatisfy 
her  curiolity,  read  as  follows. 

'  I  thought  him  too  young  to  marry; 
but  found  his  inclinations  lb  muck 
divided  between  love  and  travelling, 
that  the  latter  would  liave  afforded 
him  neither  pleafure  nor  improvement 
without  the  gratificiiticn  o{  the  for- 
mer; fo  confented  to  both.  He  was 
married  lalt  week;  and  two  days  ago 
let  out  on  his  rambles,  and  has  taken 
his  bride  witii  him.  As  they  intend 
to  ftay  lome  time  at  Pai  is  in  their  way 
to  Italy,  and  other  parts,  he  will  have 
the  honour  to  prel'cnt  her  to  the  ladiesj 
a  E  z  '  irA 
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<  and  I  flatter  inyfdlf  fhe  will  appear 

*  not  unworthy  of  their  countenance 

*  and  fiiendfiiip.' 

'  Well,  this  is  ftrange!'    faid  (he, 
perceiving  he  had  done;   '  hut  he  does 

*  not  mention  to  whom  lie  is  man  ied.'-— 

*  Not  a  fyllahle,'  replied  he;    '  but  we 

*  Oiall  Toon  know  more  of  the  matter  } 
'  for  T  find,  by  the  date  of  this  letter, 

*  which  I  did  not  obfcrve  before,  that 

*  it  has  been  retarded  by  fome  accident 

*  or  other  in  the  poft  ;  and  the  young 

*  gentleman,  by  the  time  mentioned  of 

*  his  leaving  London,  muft  infallibly 

*  be  already  arrived,  or  verv  near  it.' 
Thefe  words  had  but  juli  elcaped  his 

lips,  when  a  fervant  came  haftily  into 
the  room,  and  friid  that  a  gentleman, 
\A'ho  called  hinifelf  Welby,  was  in  the 
great  faloon  with  Lady  Speck,  and  Mr. 
Love?rov^',  and  thev  fent  him  to  let  his 
lordrtiip  know  it.  On  this.  Lord  and 
Lady  Huntley  went  to  receive  their  new 
gueftj  but  Jemmy  and  Jenny,  having 
no  acquaintance  with  them,  thouglu 
themfelves  excufed  from  paying  their 
compliments  to  him  at  this  time. 


»  CHAP.     XXVII. 

CONTAINS  A  VEBY  REMARKABLE 
OCCURRENCE. 

MR.  Wejby  made  his  firftvifit  very 
rtiort ;  but  was  not  fuffered  to 
depart  without  engaging  himielf  to 
come  again  the  next  day,  and  bring  his 
lady,  whom  they  were  not  ?  little  im- 
patient to  fee,  as  Sir  Thomas  had  men- 
tioned her  handfomely  in  his  letter. 

The  daughters  of  Lady  Wingman 
had  a  fincere  regard  for  this  young 
gentleman,  not  only  as  he  was  the  fon 
t)f  Sir  Thomas  Welby,  but  alfo  on  the 
fcore  of  his  own  good  qualities  ;  and, 
willing  to  teftify  it  by  all  the  marks  in 
their  power,  gave  orders  to  thofe  who 
liad  the  management  of  their  houfhold 
affairs,  to  omit  nothing  proper  for  the 
entertainment  of  the  new- wedded  pair. 

Three  was  the  apjiointed  hour;  and 
it  had  not  elapfed  as  many  minutes 
when  their  expeiled  guelb  appeared. 
The  bride  feemcd  very  lovely  in  the 
eyes  of  Lord  Huntley,  Jemmy,  and  Sir 
Robert  Manley;  but  there  was  lome- 
thing  in  her  which  attra^ied  thofe  of 
Mr.  Lovegrove  and  the  ladies.  Each 
of  ihcfe  was  perfeftly  convinced  that 


th.ey  had  been  acquainted  with  her  face, 
though  when  or  where  none  of  them 
couid  recolls6\:  but  when  fhe  fpoke,  in 
returning  the  falutations  they  fevcrally 
gave  her,  her  voice  immediately  eafed 
them  of  the  fufpence  they  had  been  in, 
and  prefented  her  to  their  remembrance 
for  the  fair  ftranger  whom  accident 
and  dillrefs  had  brought  into  their  com- 
pany at  the  village  where  they  had  beea 
obliged  to  lie  on  their  return  from  Bath, 
Great  was  their  aftoniihment,  nor  waS 
that  of  Mrs.  Welby  lefs;  but  as  they 
had  too  much  politenefs  to  betray  any 
part  of  theirs,  or  take  the  lead  notice 
tiiev  had  ever  fetn  her  before,  fo  flie 
had  too  much  generofity  not  to  avow 
her  remembrance  of  them. 

'  It  was  with  a  great  deal  of  pleafure 
I  came,'  faid  Mrs.  Welby,  •  to  pay 
my  reCpe^ls  to  the  friends  of  Mr. 
Welby;  but  how  infinitely  would  that 
pleafure  have  been  enhanced,  had  it 
been  poffible  for  me  to  have  forefeeii 
I  fliQuld  have  met  with  the  only  per- 
fons  to  whom  I  have  been  fo  highly 
obliged  in  the  extremeft  exigence  in 
my  life!'  Then  perceiving  they  made 
no  otiier  reply,  as  indeed  they  were  not 
yet  enough  recovered  from  their  furprize 
to  da  it — '  You  may  not,  perhaps,'  re- 
fumed  Hie,  '  be  able  prefcntly  to  dif- 
'  tinguiJh  in  the  wife  of  Mr.  Welby 

*  the  once  forlorn,  the  diftreifed  fugi- 

*  tive;  but  this  will  be  to  me  a  perpe- 
'  tual  memento  of  your  goodnefs.'  In 
fpeaking  thefe  laft  words,  (he  took  out 
of  her  pocket  the  fnuff-box  fhe  had  ex- 
pofed  to  fale  at  the  inn,  and  which  Mr. 
Lovegrove  had  bought  and  returned  to 
her  with  fo  much  gallantry.  On  fight 
of  it — '  It  will  be  a  lalf  ing  honour  to 

*  me,  Madam,'  faid  that  gentleman, 

*  that  you  Hill  retain  a  trifle  no  other- 
'  wife  worthy  your  acceptance  than  by 

*  being  before  in  your  polTellion.' 
The  two  fillers  now  firft  acknow- 
ledged their  remembrance  of  her,  with 
many  compliments  on  the  change  of 
her  condition;  and  Jenny,  who  had 
been  impatient  to  do  fo,  congratulated 
her  good  fortune  with  the  extremeft 
warmth.  Thofe  of  the  company  who 
were  not  in  the  fecret,  were  furprized 
at  thefe  falutations;  but  Mr.  Welby 
moft  of  all;  which  his  fair  wife  per-' 
ceiving — '  You  have  introduced  me,' 
faid  fhe,  '  to  perfons  whom  I  little  hop- 

'  ed  to  have  met  at  Paris,  but  would 

*  have  gone  much  farther  to  have  feen: 

«  i  ihall 
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t  I  fhall  at  ]eifure  make  you  acquaint- 
«  ed  with  the  obligations  I  have  to 
<  them.' 

Dinner  being  that  inftant  ferved  up, 
broke  off  all  farther  fpeech  upon  this 
head;  but  the  ladies  were  all  the  time  in 
the  utmoft  impatience  to  know  the  bot- 
tom of  an  affair  which  at  prefent  feemed 
ib  myfterious  to  them;  and  as  foon  as 
the  cloth  was  removed,  left  the  gentle- 
men to  their  Burgundy,  and  drew  Mrs. 
Welby  into  another  room,  not  doubt- 
ing but  fhe  would  readily  gratify  their 
curiofity;  which  fhe  accordingly  did  in 
the  following  manner. 


THE   SECKJEL  OF  THE    FAIR  STRAN- 
GER'S  ADVENTURES. 

*  XV  ^"^^  y°"  defire  of  me,'    faid 

^  flie,  '  is  fo  little  worthy  your 
«  attention,  that  I  fliall  be  as  brief  as 
'  pofflbie  in  the  repetition:  you  airea- 

*  dy  know  the  cataftrophe  of  my  fate, 

*  in  feeing  me  the  wife  of  the  moft  ge- 

*  nerous  man  on  earth;  as  for  the  ac- 

*  cidents  that  made  me  fo,  they  v/ill 

*  only  ferve   to    (hew,   that  when  v/e 

*  think  ourfelves  fartheft  removed  from 

*  happinefs  we  are  often  neareft  to  it. 

*  You  may  remember,  ladits,  that  I 

*  told  you  my  defign  was  to  crofs  the 

*  fea  from  Briftol  to  Cork;  I  got  fafe, 
'  without  the  leaft  moleltation,  to  the 

*  end  of  my  journey:  but  was  fortu- 

*  nately  prevented  from  embarking  on 

*  my  voyage  by  this  means;  I  had  fcarce 

*  time    to  enquire  if  any  veffel    was 

*  bound  for  my  intended  port,  when 

*  that  aunt  to  whom  I  was  going  land - 

*  ed  from  thence;  (became  into  tlie  lame 

*  inn  where  I  was;  we  were  mutually 

*  aftonifhed  at  the  light  of  each  other; 

*  but  I  foon  related  to  her  the  whole  of 

*  my  unlucky  ftory,   and  the   difap- 

*  pointment  it  was  to  me  to  fee  her 
'  come  to  England  in  the  very  moment 

*  I  was  flying  for  refuge  to  her  in  Ire- 

*  land;  at  which  fhe   feemed   equally 

*  furprized  and  troubled. 

'  At  firft  (he  highly  blamed  me  for 

*  refifting  fo  fooliflily  my  good  fortune, 

*  as   (he  termed  it;  but,  perceiving  I 

*  burft  into  tears  at  her  reproaches,  be- 

*  came    more    gentle.     She   told  me, 

*  however,  that  it  would  be  quite  im- 

*  proper  for  me  to  go  to  her  houfe 
'  while  Hie  was  out  of  it,  as  my  uncle 
^  had  never  ("ecn  me,  and  as  I  was  an 
i  entire  (tranger  to  every  one  in  the  fa- 


*  mily.  "  But,'.'  faid  (he,  "  you  iTiall 
"  go  back  to  London  with  me  ;  I  ihall 
"  lee  your  father  foon  after  I  come 
"  there,  will  talk  to  him  concerning 
*'  you,  and  doubt  not  but  I  (hail  be 
•'  able  to  mitigate  matters  between 
"  you,  fo  as  you  may  go  home  again 
"  withou  t  being  forced  to  marry  againft 
"  your  inclinations." 

♦  This  did  not  well  pleafe  me,  as  I 

*  knew  my  father's  pofitive  temper, 
'  and  feared  the  fuccefs  of  her  negoci- 

*  ation  in  this   point:  hovrever,  as   I 

*  bad  no  courfe  ^o  take,  I  was  obliged 

*  to  fubmit  to  her  directions,  and  the 

*  next  day  we  fet  out  together  in  the 

*  (tage- coach  for  London.  On  our  ar- 

*  rival  we  were  lodged  at  the  houle  of 

*  an  eminent  banker  in  the  city,  who 

*  had  before  been  apprized  of  my  aunt's 

*  com.ing,  by  letters  for  that  purpofe; 
'  (he    told   him  nothing  more  of  roe 

*  than  that  I  was  her  niece,  nor  did  he 

*  think  it  his  bufinefs  to  aflc  any  quei- 

*  tions,  but  treated  me  with  a  great  deal 

*  of  civility  and  refpeft;  and,  as  I  was 

*  a  perfe6l  ftranger  in  that  part  of  the 

*  town,  I  thought  myfelf  as  fecure  there 

*  as  if  I  had  been  in  Iieland. 

•  The  next  day  my  aunt  went  to  vl- 

*  fit  my  father;  but  he  happened  to  be 

*  gone  out  of  town  for  a  few  days,  and 

*  (he  found  only  my  fifter,  who,  on  her 

*  making  fome  enquiry  for  me,  told 

*  her,  that  I  was  an  impudent  flut;  that 

*  after  having  promifed  to  marry  a  gen- 

*  tleman  of  great  worth  and  fortune, 
'  and  every  thing  being  prepared  for 

*  the  ceremony,  I  had  run  away  in  a. 
'  moft  fcandalous  manner  on  the  very 
'  day  it  was  to  have  been  performed} 
'  that  nobody  knew  what  was  become 

*  of  me;  that  I  had  almoff  broke  my 
'  father's  heart,  and  was  a  difgrace  to 

*  all  that  belonged  to  me. 

'  As  I  knew  the  bitternefs  of  my 

*  filler's  nature,  and  the  fmall  portioti 

*  of  good-w4ll  (he  always  had  for  me, 

*  I  was  not  at  all  furprifed  when  my 

*  aunt  returned  with  this  intelligence; 
'  I  was  only  lorry  that  my  father  waf 

*  not  at  home,  that  I  might  have  knowa 
'  in  what  manner  he  refented  my  beha- 
'  viour;  tor  as  I  had  never  f.-.iled  in 
'  the  duteous  love  of  a  child  to  a  pa- 

*  rent,  the   thoughts   of   having  been 

*  compelled  to  incur   his    dilpleafure 

*  crave  me  the  tnoltfevere  a(ili6lion  and 
'  remorl"'.  While  I  was  in  tliis  fu- 
'  fpenfe,  an  accident  befel  me,  which, 

'        '  *  though 
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*  though  I  thought  little  of  at  that  time, 

*  proved  afterwaixls  to  be  one  of  t!,e 

*  grcateft  iiDportance  in  my  whole  life. 

*  My  aunt  was  s[one  one  day  to  her  la  w- 

*  yei,on  the huiinefs which  liad brought 

*  her  to  Enpland;  I  was  fitting  reading 

*  at  a  window,  when  a  fei  vant  at  the 

*  banker's  fhcwed  a  gentleman  into  the 

*  room,  and  defircii  him  to  fit  down, 

*  laying  he  expe^ed  his  mailer  home  in 

*  a  few  minutes.     I  rofe  from  my  f?at 

*  at  the  entrance  of  this  ftranger,  but 

*  was  pretty  much  furprized  when   I 

*  prefently  rcco!ic6led  he  was  the  pt  r- 

*  Ion  who  had  followed  me  from  church 

*  oneSar.day  tomy  father's.door.  You 

*  may  remsmber,!adi£s,'contin',ied  /he, 

*  that  I  mentioned  this  incident  to  you 

*  on  account  of  my  filler's  reproaching 

*  me  with  it  afrersvards.' 

*  I  retnembcr  itperfeftly  well,'  faiil 
Lady  Speck;  '  and  I  dare  aniwer  that 

*  TiOpart  of  your  ftory  was  loil  on  any  of 

*  us.  But,  pray,  proceed;  for  I  already 

*  befrin    to   trace  the   oddnefs  of  this 

*  event.*  Mrs.VVelbyfmiled, and  went 
on. 

'  I  would  have  left  the  room,'  re- 
fumed    (lie,   *  but    an    unaccountable 

*  fomething- rivetted  my  feet;  the  gen- 

*  tieman  at  firft  feemed  in  more  confu- 

*  fion  than  myfelfj  but  he  foon  recover- 

*  ed  from  it;  and  feeing  I  had  a  book 
'  in  my  hand,  approached  me,  and  with 

*  an  air  the  moft  gay,  yet  refpe£lfu!— 
*'  May  I  preiume,  Madam,"  laid  lie, 
**  to  alk  what  author  is  fo  happy  as  to 
"  engage  your  contemplations  ?"  I  re- 

*  plied,  it  was  only  a  novel,  entitled 

*  Love  and  Di-ty  reconciled.  This,  he 

*  has  fince  told  me,  Ive  looked  upon  as 

*  aprofpercus  omen  to  his  hopes;  but 

*  be  had  no  opportunity  then  to  fay  any 

*  thing  farther;  the  banker  came  that 

*  inltant  in,  begged  his  pardon  for  hav- 

*  ing  made  him  wait,  and  tx)ld  him, 

*  that  as  they  (liould  now  be  too  late 

*  for  the  office,  if  he  would  accept  of  a 

*  bad  dinner  with  him,  they  would  go 

*  together  in  the  afternoon.    The  gen- 

*  tieman  very  readily  agreed  ;  while 
«  they  were  talking,  my  aunt  came  in, 

*  and  the  cloth  being  already  fpread, 
«  we  all  fat  down  to  table. 

♦  My  aunt  was  fo  much  difconcept- 

*  ed  that  flie  could  fci.rce  eat;  which 

*  the  banker  taking  notice  of,  file  hiiifl 
'  into  the  molt  vehement  exclamaiions 
'  againil  her  lawyer.    TliC  young  gcn- 

*  tieman,  who  by  this  tirue  had  found 


*  how  nearly  flie  was  related  to  me, 
'  aikcd  her  many  quc.lions  concerning 
«  t'le  behaviour  of  the  perfun  fhe  com- 

*  plained  of;  and  flie  then  ?ave  him  a 

*  long  detail  of  particulars,  which,  as 
'  they  are  no  v/ay  material  to  my  itory, 
'   I  lliall  not  trouble  you  with  a  repeti- 

*  tion  of;  and  (hall  only  tell  you,  that 
'  (lie  concluded  with  i'aying,  that  Mr. 
'  Daily  was  one  of  the  moil  bafeas  well 
'  as  moftunmanrierly  menin  the  world. 
*«  Mr.  Dally!"  cried  he;  '«  I  know 
"  him  well;  my  father  has  been  long 
•'  his  client,  and  I  believe  is  the  belt 
"  fiiend  he  has:  if  yon  will  permit  me 
"  to  wait  on  you  to  him,  I  dare  almoft 
"  promife  to  engage  him  to  do  you  juf- 
"  tice/" 

'  She  was  quite   tranfported  at  this 

*  ofFer,  ar.d  joyfully  accepted  it;  on 

*  which  he  alTured  her  he  would  come 

*  the  next  morning,  and  attend  her  to 
'  Mr.  Dally'schambeis.  There  pafTed 

*  no  more;  foon  after  dinner  he  went 

*  out  with  the  banker  on  the  bufinefs 
'  they  had  been    talking  of,  which  I 

*  aftervvards  found  was  to  the  Million 
'  Bank,  where  he  had  fome  money  Itft 

*  him  on  the  death  of  a  relation. 

*  On  the  banker's  return,  my  aunt 

*  could  not  forbear  alking  the  name  of 
'  the  gentleman  who  had  been  (b  ohlig- 

*  ing  to  her;  to  which  he  replied,  that 
'  he  was  the  only  fon  of  Sir  Thomas 

*  'W'eiby;  and  then  ran  into  great  en- 

*  comiums  on  the  father  and  the  fon, 

*  though  no  more  than  what  I  have 
'  fir.ce  experienced  they  juftly  merited. 
'  I  was,  however,  very  much  confound- 

*  ed;  for  I  muft  now  acquaint  you,  la- 
'  dies,  that  Sir  Thomas  Welby  is  the 

*  perlbn,  the  hiftory  of  whole  liking  of 
'  me  I  have  already  told  you,  iince  it 

*  was  he  I  took  fo  much  pains  to  fly.' 
Here  tl'.ey  all  cried  out  in  tiie  utnioft 

am-riztment,  almoil  at  the  fame  time— 

*  What,  Madam,  Sir  Thomas  Welby !' 
— '  A'ly  guardian!' faid  Lady  Huntley: 

*  Was  it  to  him  you  ihould  have  been 
'  married?' 

^  The   fame   indeed,'    replied    (he  ; 

*  nor  is  it  (Irange  you  (bould  be  igno- 

*  rant  fuch  a  thing  was  in  agitation: 
?  for,  even  had  it  been  effected,  it  was 
f  to  have  been  kept  a  fecret  from  his 

*  own  family  till  I  had  been  carried 
f  home,  and  fet  at  the  liead  of  it.  But 
'  I  fiiall  now  proceed  to  the  more  agree- 
«  able  part  of  my  narrative:  Mr.  Wel- 
'  bycame,  agreeable  CO  his  promife^and 

*  u(here4 
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*  cfhered  my  aunt  to  the  lawyer's.    She 

*  rfctnrned    about  no«n  in   very   high 

*  fpirits;  told  me  that  Mr.   Welby's 

*  prelence.nndwhat  he  Hiid, had  wrought 

*  a  wonderful  effe6\ ;  th;it  the  lawyer 

*  was  now  as  civil  as  before  he  had  been 

*  rude;  and  that  her  bulinefs  would  he 

*  difpatched  in  a  vtiv  fhorttime.  "But, 
*'  my  dear  niece,"  faid  (lie,  '<  I  have 
•'  lomeihing  better  than  all  this  to  in- 
"  form  you  of:  this  fine  young  gentle- 
*'  man  is  violently  in  love  witii  yoti; 
•'  he  has  made  me  the  confidante  of  his 
*'  paflion,  and  engaged  my  intereft. 
«<  What  now  ?"  purfued  fhe,  feeing  me 

*  look  a  little  grave,  '*  fnrely  you  will 
*'  not  withft:ind  your  fortune  a  fccond 
•'  time?"  I  replied,  that  I  could  fee  but 

*  little  advantage  in  that  gentleman's 

*  affe^lions,  fince  it  was  impoflible  his 

*  father  would  ever  give  a  fariclion  to 

*  ir.     "  Piih!  what  then?"    refumed 

*  (he.  "  When  once  you  are  married 
*'  to  him,  the  father  will  eafily  be 
*'  brought  to  forgive  what  canrxot  be 
*•'  recalled." 

*  I  urged  the  vanity  of  hoping  a  fa- 

*  ther   would  ever   fore;ive    a   Ion    for 

*  marrying  the  woman  he  had  a  mind 

*  to    himfelf;  but  flie  made   flight   of 

*  all  I  faid,  and  then  told  me,  that  as  it 

*  was  not  proper  the  banker  (hould,  as 

*  yet,  be  let  into  the  fecrer,  Oie  had  pro- 
'  miied  to  give  Mr.  Wei  by  a  meeting 

*  that  afternoon,  and  to  bring  me  with 
'  her.  "  Neither  your  pride  nor  mo- 
*•  deftv,"  continued  (he,  '•  has  any 
"  catile  to  be  alarmed;  for  I  fli?'il  pre- 
"  tend  it  is  all  my  doing,  and  that  you 
*'  knew  nothing  of  feeing  him." 

*  I  was  very  averfe  to  this  meeting; 
'  but  flie  was  pofitive,  and  I  was  fear- 

*  ful  of  diil)biiging  her,  as  I  had  no 
'  other  friend  hut  hti  fclf  whom  I  could 

*  rely  upon  for  making  my  peace  with 

*  my  father.     In  fliort,  we  went;  Dra- 

*  per's  Garden  was  the  place  of  rendez- 

*  vous;  Mr.  Welby  was  there  before 

*  us.  Kc  affected,  as  had  been  con- 
'  trived  between  my  aunt  and  him,  to 
'  have  come  there  by  chance;  which  a 

*  little  faved  my  biufties.  After  walk- 

*  ing  a  turn  or  two,  talking  on  ordina- 

*  ry  matters,  he  propofed  going  to  Ra- 

*  nelagh;  my  aunt  replied,  that  flie  had 

*  never  feen  the  place,  and  could  not 

*  do  it  in  better  company.     It  did  not 

*  become  me  to  oppofe  what  flie  had 

*  agreed  to;  a  coach  waited,  which  car- 

*  ried  us  diici^lly  thither.    It  wa?  vtry 


early  in  the  evening,  and  the  cornpa-* 
ny  were  not  yet  come,  Co  we  had  the 
gardens  to  ourfelves.  My  aunt  was 
fo  much  in  his  intereil,  or  rather  mine, 
that  flie  gave  him  all  the  opportunities 
the  place  would  admit  of  to  declare 
his  p->fT!on  to  me;  which  lie  did  in 
the  molt  pathetick  terms,  while  flie 
pretended  to  amufe  herfelf  with  look- 
ing on  the  ftory  of  Pamela,  painted 
on  the  walls.  I  was  far  from  giv- 
ing any  encouragement  to  what  h« 
find;  yet,  by  an  irreiiftible  impuife, 
was  prevented  from  treating  it  with 
that  feverity  I  witlied  to  have  done. 
'  But  vijhy  fliould  I  detain  your  at- 
'  tention  by  pniticulars?  This  meeting 

*  was  produflive  of  a  fecond,  that  of  a 
'  third,  and  fo  on  fora  fuccefiion  of  Ic- 

*  vtral    days  ;  till    at  laft,   finding  is 

*  myfeU  an  inclination  to  be  too  mucb 

*  pleafed  with  his  addreflcs,anddread- 

*  ing  the  confequence,  I  refolved  to  put 
'  an  end  to  them. 

'  I  took  the  firft  opportunity  of  be- 
'  ing  alone  with  him,  to  tell  him,  that 
'  I  had  confidered  of  the  honour  he  did 

*  me,  and  found  it  impofTible  for  me 
'  to  accept  the  h.and  he  ofteredj  [o  ea- 
'  treated  him  to  withdraw  his  affec- 
tion, if  in  reality  he  had  fo  much  for 
msas  he  pretended,  and  talk  to  me  no 
more  upon  that  fubje6l.  The  manner 
in  whicli  I  fpoke  convincing  him  I 
was  in  earneft,  be  feemed  much  amaz- 
ed; made  fuch  replies  as  might  be  ex- 
pe6ted  from  a  lover;  accufed  deftiay, 
and  the  influence  of  ill  ftr,rs;  com- 
plained of  his  v/ant  of  power  to  pleafc 
me,  and  laid  the  blame  of  my  le- 
fufal  OR  my  averfion  to  iiis  perfcn. 
Tills  flruck  me;  and,  in  the  fince- 
riry  of  my  foul — "  No,  Sir;"  laid 
I;  "  wrong  not  your  own  merits, or 

"  my  juft  fenfe  of  them,  [o  far  as  to  ; 
"  harbour  fuch  a  thought:  Iblofti  not 
"  to  confefs  that,  of  ail  mankind,  yoii 
"  have  the  preference  in  my  heart;  but 
"  what  avails  it,  v;hen  there  is  a  bar 
"  between  us,  which  all  the  love  in  the 
*'  world,  on  both  fides,  would  never 
"  beabletofurmount?" — "  Ah,  Ma- 
"  dam!"  cried  he  haftily,  "  what 
"  bar?"  I  then  told  him,  that  I  was 
'  determined  nevertomarry  without  the 

*  confentof  my  parents.  "  If  that  be 
"  all,"  rejoined  lie  brifkly,  "  I  do  not 
*'  defpair  but  to  be  able  to  make  fuch 
"  prupofals  to  your  father  as  he  will 
«'  not  difdain  to  iiilcn  to,"^ — "  How- 

*•  ever 
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evert!iatmaybe,"anrweret1I,  "yon, 
Sir,  have  a  father  too;  it  is  his  con- 
fent  I  chiefly  mean;  and  without 
his  permiflion  of  the  continuance  of 
your  addrefTes,  be  aflured  I  will  not 
receive  them." 

•  He  now  feemed  much  difconcerted, 
fighed,  and  was  filent forfeveral  mi- 
nutes,    "  Well,  Madam,"  fald  he, 

you  fhall  be  obeyed:  my  thoughts 
were  lately  bent  on  travelling;  every 
thing  was  ready  for  my  defign;  but 
on  the  fight  of  you,  love  laid  a  fud- 
den  embargo  on  my  feet,  and  I  then 
made  a  thoufand  excufes  to  my  father 
for  deferring  my  voyage;  but  I  will 
now  confefs  to  him  the  whole  truth, 
and  implore  his  fanftion  to  my  vows: 
he  is  generous,  I  am  his  only  fon, 
he  loves  me,  and  I  may  perhaps 
fucceed;  I  will,  at  leaft,  make  trial 
of  my  fate,  and  to-morrow  you  will 
■  fee  either  the  moft  happy  or  the  moft 
miferable  of  men." 

•  He  parted  from  m.e  with  great  emo- 
tions, nor  was  I  lefs  difquieted;  but 
I  acquainted  not  my  aunt  with  this 
converfation,  knowing  (he  v^ould  le- 
verely  chide  me,  and  think,  as  in- 
deed I  did  myfelf,  that  the  ftep  I  had 
taken  would  entirely  overthrow  v/hat 
(he  had  taken  Co  much  pains  to  pro- 
mote. I  neither  faw  nor  heard  any 
thing  of  my  lover  all  the  next  day, 
and  this  confiim.ed  me  in  what  be- 
fore I  fcarce  doubted.  I  pa(red  the 
right  in  anxieties  enough;  but  the 
morningfound  my  condition  reverfed, 
in  a  manner  which  I  could  neverhave 
imagined.  Soon  after  breakfaft  iny 
father's  footman  came  in  a  great  hurry 
to  acquaint  me  that  my  father  com- 
manded m.e  to  return  home  imme- 
diately: I  was  in  a  (trange  furprize; 
I  knew  not  before  he  was  in  town, 
could  not  guefs  by  what  means  he 
was  directed  where  to  find  me,  and 
was  in  the  utmoft  dilemma  whether 
I  ought  to  rejoice  or  tremble  at  being 
fent  for.  I  would  fain  have  (laid  for 
my  aunt,  who  was  juft  gone  out,  to 
have  taken  her  with  me;  but  the  fel- 
low told  me  that  his  orders  were  to 
bring  me  that  inltant;  fo  I  faid  no 
more,  but  obeyed  the  fummons. 

♦  On  my  arrival,  my  father  met  me 

in  the  parlour;  I  threw  myfelf  at  his 

feet,  and  begged  forgivenefs.  "Rife, 

'  my  child,"  faid  he,  embracing  me; 

•  I  do  forgive  youj  the  hand  of  Hea- 


"  ven  has  been  in  what  you  have  done, 
"  and  directed  all  your  fteps:  youf 
"  fears  of  a  fecond  marriage  are  now 
"  over.  Sir  Thomas  has  refigned  his 
"  claim  to  one  fitter  for  your  years: 
"  they  are  both  here,  and  wait  your 
"  prefence  to  ratify  the  contrail  I  have 
**  already  made  for  you." 

•   Judge,  ladies,  what  I  felt:  I  was 

*  no  longer  at    a  lofs   for  the   happy 

*  event;  the  fudden  furcharge  of  un- 

*  expefted  joy  rufhing  in  at  once  Opon 

*  me,  was  more  than  I  could  well  fup- 
'  port.     I  was  almoft   fainting  when 

*  my  father  led  me  into  the  next  room, 

*  where  fat  Sir  Thomas  Welby  and 
'  his  fon:  the  latter,   as  I  have   fince 

*  heard,  was  in  much  the  fame  condi- 

*  tion  as  myfeif;  but  the  former,  pity- 

*  ing  my  confufion,    took   me   by  the 

*  hand  with  thefe  words,  delivered  ia 

*  the  moft  fprightly  tone — "  Come, 
"  daughter,"  faid  he,  "  for  fuch  you 
*'  now  are,  your  father  has  given  you 
**  to  me;  and  the  leaft  I  can  do,  to 
"  atone  for  the  troubles  I  have  occa- 
"  fioned  you,  is  to  give  my  fon  to  you, 
"  and  hope  you  will  not  refufe  to  ac- 
•'  cept  the  prefent."  As  he  fpoke 
'  this, he  joined  myhand  with  hisfon's, 

*  and  added — "  Take  each  other,  and 
"  be  ashappyas  love  and  mutual  con- 
"  fent  of  parents  can  make  you." 
'  Neither  of  us  could  fpeak  for  fome 

*  time;  but  when  we  had  recoveredour- 
'  felves  enough  to  do  fo,  the  acknow- 
'  ledgments  we  made  were  very  well 

*  received  by  both  the  old  gentlemen. 
'  As  there  wanted  but  little  prepara- 

*  tions  for  a  marriapc  fo  much  defireti' 

*  on  all  fides,  the  ceremony  was   per- 

*  formed  in  three  days  after:  and  I 
'  have  now  nothing  more  to  acquaint 
'  you  with,  but  that  Mr.  Welby  ftill 
'  pcrhftingin  his  defires  of  feeing  fo- 
'  reign  parts,  I  have  gladly  confented 
<  to  accompany  him  in  his  travels.* 


CHAP.    XXVI  r. 

CONCLUDES  THIS  HISTORY,  ANA, 
ALL  THE  AUTHOR  THINKS  FIT, 
AT  PRESENT,  TO  INTRUDE  UPON 
THE  PUBLICK. 

AFTER  Mrs.  Welby  had  finiftiei 
the  account  of  her  adventures, 
and  received  the  praifes  due  to  her  con- 
duit through  the  whole  of  them,  (he 
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returned  Into  the  dining-room  j  where 
finding  Mr.  Welby  had  entertained 
the  gentlemen  in  much  the  fame  man- 
ner as  his  wife  had  done  the  ladies,  the 
converfation  on  this  fubjeft  became  ge- 
neral; and  when  they  difcourfed  more 
at  large  on  the  odd  circumftances  of 
what  they  had  heard  related,  and  con- 
fidered  the  generofity  of  Sir  Thomas 
Welby,  the  difinterefted  pafTion  of  his 
fon,  and  the  extraordinary  difcretion 
of  the  young  lady,  they  were  at  a  lofs 
to  fay  which  of  the  three  charaflers  had 
the  greateft  claim  to  admiration. 

Thefe  new  comers  now  found  them- 
felvcs  Co  happy  in  the  fociety  of  thofe 
they  were  among,  that,  till  the  expira- 
tion of  full  three  weeks,  they  feemed 
not  to  remember  they  had  any  farther 
courfe  to  fteerj  nor  did  their  friends 
think  it  too  great  an  aft  of  complai- 
fance  either  to  revifit  with  them  all  the 
places  they  had  feen  before,  or  to  (lay 
in  Paris  much  longer  than  they  had  in- 
tended,  or  would  have  done,  but  for 
fo  agreeable  an  addition  to  their  com- 
pany. 

At  length,  however,  they  were  oblig- 
ed to  feparate.  Mr.  Welby  and  his 
fair  wife  began  their  progrefs  towards 
the  Alps,  in  order  to  pafs  into  Italy; 
and  the  other  gentlemen  and  ladies, 
now  equally  impatient  to  be  at  home 
as  they  had  been  to  go  abroad,  fet  out 
in  a  few  days  after  on  their  return  to 
England,  where  they  happily  arrived 
without  meeting  any  accidents  to  re- 
tard their  journey. 

This  agreeable  company  now  ceafed 
to  be  of  one  family.  Lord  Huntley 
and  Mr.  Lovegrove  took  their  ladies 
home,  and  Sir  Robert  Manley  and  our 
lovers  returned  to  their  refpeftive  habi- 
tations, to  receive  the  viiits  of  thofe 
friends  and  acquaintance  from  whom 
they  had  fo  long  been  abfent.  Jemmy, 
however,  was  feldom  from  his  dear 
Jenny,  and  had  now  a  full  opportunity 
to  remind  her  of  the  promile  (he  had 
madehim;  and  that  amiablelady,  think- 
ing they  had  fufficiently  proved  the 
love  and  fincerity  of  each  other,  no 
longer  fought  excufes  to  delay  what  he 
defired. 

But  before  we  bring  them  to  the  al- 
tar, it  may  not  be  improper  to  acquaiiit 
the  reader  with  foniething  concerning 
Belipine,  as  lie  was  theperfon  who  had 
taken  fo  much  pains  to  hinder  their  fe- 
licity from  being  ever  compleated,  and 


has,  on  that  fcore,  made  too  con fiderable 
a  figure  in  this  hiftory  to  be  wholly 
dropped . 

The  expcnces  of  his  way  of  living 
having  by  much  exceeded  the  (lender 
incomeof  his  patrimony,  he  found  him- 
felf  obliged  to  mortgage  for  near  half 
the  value,  in  order  to  difcharge  feveral 
debts  which  had  began  to  be  very  trou  - 
blefome  to  him,  and  had  expofed  hin^ 
to  repeated  infults. 

But  this  was  a  trifling  misfortune, 
when  compared  witli  that  which  foon 
enfued:  Lady  Hardy  had  declared  her- 
felf  pregnant;  which  fo  enraged  him, 
that,  not  remembering  the  advice  given 
him  by  the  old  houfekeeper,  he  plainly 
accufed  his  aunt  of  incontinency,  and 
for  proofs  of  his  allegation  againft  her, 
related  all  the  good  woman  had  revealed 
to  him,  and  alfo  all  he  knew  concern- 
ing the  pafTion  (he  pretended  to  have 
felt  for  Jemmy. 

But  be  was  prefently  convinced  of 
the  error  he  had  been  guilty  of  in  this 
ra(h  behaviour:  Sir  Thomas,  either  not 
believing,  or  not  feeming  to  do  fOf 
treated  all  he  faid  as  a  bafe  forgery,  and 
flew  into  the  extreme^  rage ;  forbad 
him  coming  any  more  into  his  prefence, 
or  even  to  think  of  hiin  as  an  uncle; 
and  at  the  fame  time  bound  hinifelf  by 
themoft  folemn  imprecation,  that  whe- 
ther the  child  his  lady  went  with  (hould 
live  or  die,  to  take  fuch  meafures  as 
(hould  infallibly  prevent  the  villain  who 
had  fo  infamoufly  traduced  her,  from 
ever  inheriting  any  part  of  his  eftate. 

Thus  undone  in  all  his  future  ex- 
peftations,  and  reduced  to  an  incapa- 
city of  living  in  a  f3(hion  equal  to  his 
birth,  and  mucii  mo^e  to  that  of  his 
ambition,  it  is  not  to  be  doubted  but 
that  he  ftiffered  all  that  defpnir  and 
enervate  rage  could  inflifl  upon  him. 

In  this  condition,  the  only  method 
his  invention  could  lupply  him  v/ith  to 
avoid  poverty,  and  it's  lure  attendant 
the  contempt  of  the  woiUl,  was  to  fell 
an  cllate  which  he  found  by  much  tQp 
inconfiderable  for  his  fupport,  and  get 
into  the  army.  He  accordingly  did  i'o, 
paid  off"  the  mortgage  upon  it,  and  with 
the  remainder  of  the  money  he  received 
for  the  puichafe,  bought  a  captain  of 
foot's  commiflion  in  a  marching  regi- 
ment; which,  to  add  to  his  misfortune, 
was  prefently  after  or'lereil  to  one  of 
the  fettlements  in  the  E:»it  Indies,  and 
he  was  obliged  to  leave  England,  with 
»F  all 
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all  it's  dear  delights,  and  embark  for 
the  Coromandel  coaft  fome  weeks  be- 
fore otir  lovers  returned  from  France: 
a  punifliment  which  his  own  pride  and 
luxury  had  brought  upon  him,  and  was 
juftly  due  to  the  complicated  vices  of  fo 
bad  a  heart. 

Jemmy  was  a  little  affe6led  at  this 
piece  of  intelligence;  but  Jenny,  who 
thought  him  capable  of  every  thing  that 
wasbafe  and  wicked,  and  had  not  been 
altogether  free  from  apprehenfions  of 
fome  mifchief  which  his  revenge  and 
malice  might  polTibly  be  produftiveof, 
could  not  forbear  rejoicing,  in  fpite  of 
all  the  good-nature  fhe  was  endowed 
with,  that  a  man  of  fuch  dangerous 
propenfuies  was  {o  far  removed. 

Among  other  occurrences  of  lefs  im- 
portance to  her  peace  than  this  of  Bell- 
pine,  (he  was  aUo  informed,  that  Mrs. 
Marlove,  whom,  if  the  reader  has  for- 
got, he  may  find  mentioned  in  the  be- 
ginning of  this  work,  was  now  fepa- 
rated  from  her  hufband,  having  firft 
made  him,  by  her  over-delicacy  and  ca- 
pricious temper,  heartily  weary  of  a 
ftate  he  had  entered  into  with  tranfport, 
and  the  profpefl  of  a  lafting  happinefs. 
She  heard  alio  that  the  marriage  of  Ro- 
dophil's  miftrefs  with  the  captain  hav- 
ing been  difcovered,  her  father  obliged 
them  to  live  together;  but  that  they 
agreed  fo  ill,  that  the  contentions  be- 
tween  them  made  much  diverfion  for 


their  neighbours;  and  that  Mifs  Chit 
had  quarrelled  with  her  great  Lady 
Fiflc,  on  the  fcoreof  a  young  nobleman, 
who  had  made  his  addrefles  to  both, 
though  neither  could  fuffer  herfelf  to 
believe  fo;  and  that  the  animofity  of 
thefe  fair  rivals  was  arrived  to  fuch  a 
height,  that  they  made  no  fcruple  of 
betraying  to  the  world  all  the  failings 
each  had  been  guilty  of,  and  of  which 
they  had  been  mutually  the  confidants. 

But  our  amiable  Jenny  had  now  done 
enquiring  into  the  follies  and  miftakes 
of  her  fex,  as  fhe  had  feen  enough  of 
both  to  know  how  to  avoid  them;  and 
all  the  preparations  for  giving  herfelf 
Jo  Jemmy  being  now  ready,  their  mar- 
riage was  folemnized  by  her  own  de- 
fire,  in  the  Abbey-church  of  Weftmin- 
fter,  in  the  prefence  of  Lord  Huntley, 
Mr.  Lovegrove,  and  their  ladies;  Sir 
Robert  Manley  and  fome  other  friends, 
among  whom  Mr.  Ellwood  and  Mr. 
Morgan  were  not  left  out. 

It  would  be  needlefs  to  repeat  the 
fatisfaflion  which  this  happy  cataftrophe 
gave  to  every  one  who  took  any  inte- 
reft  in  the  welfare  of  our  accompli(hed 
lovers,  or  the  fincere  congratulations 
the  new. united  pair  received  upon  it : 
I  (hall  therefore  leave  them,  after  the 
hurry  of  feafting  and  vifiting  was  over, 
to  enjoy,  in  calm  retirement,  the  more 
pure  and  lafting  fweets  of  a  well-go- 
verned and  perfedl  tendernefs. 
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